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HoUand'^Pi/ture/quefcettefy  of  wood  and  'HoMeTy 
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anticipate  ^  hut  the  redder ^  wh6  is  of  4  Jkcial 
diffdfitioHy  may  expert  hafpihefs  from  a  f^tmfal 
of  this  letter,  which  iefcriies  the  bappimfs  of 
nrnny  both  by  fea  Md  tmd^Dm€i>\  ^io&ors 
reprobate  the  fea  airy  in  the  proporttin  ^4t:£ng^ 
lijh  ones  recomtnend  it^  p.  73^ 

^he  Glemer^s  foUloquy-^^and  Ms  e$do^  ©A*  iBt 
fea^  with  his  d^ehte  if  thai  ikment  agmnj^  the 
attach  of  the  Dutch  doSors^^-Tbe  GHaner 
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wrong  to  foreJalL  p.  S6» 

l^ge  35^  repeated  in  a  note  fubjoined  to  Letter  xxxii^  of  thi% 
volume ;  bccaafc,  oh  aftcir  eonlideration;  the  Glcahcr's  iiaemorjr 
ifurnKhed  him  more  accurately  wit&  the  wholie  of  the  ientiments. 
«f  the  firft  traveller  '^  and  a  fight  <*f  that  volume  of  the  Univer- 
4il  Hiftory jit  Amderdam^  after  the  firift  Cleaning  of  the  matter 
was  fent  o^^  enabled  him  to  give  the  words  literally. 

*  The  niunbor  of  this  Lp^fer  fhpuld  be  thirty^thiee. 


» 
»■  , .      •  .      •   ■  -  . 

JL  ETf  Ek      XjCXIlh 

f!{^  dleaner  tsks-  hit  friend  $n4  reader  inh  a 

'  x^aad^walk,  T^btre  kt  h^umt^i  in  d^ctiptiw^ 
tjf  which y  as  it  is  imp^k  to  give  uny  /um^ 
imtry  accoHMfi  M  fi^g^  i^4fve  i6  rf commend  the 

,  tv/jole^  and  has  only  fo  *v^ijh  his  r£:cor^mend4/iof^ 

may  be  tdken.     In  point  of  variety ^  it  cannot 

well  fail ^  as  the  f aid  defer iption  includes  obfer^ 

vaiions  on  ihefeor-^the  /hore-^a  nighting/ile — 4 " 

,     euckooi  and  numberkfs  other  Jin?  objeSls^^^^f-alfo^ 

..  A  foliloquy^^a  panegyric-^a  fjdtire-ritnd  a  hif^ 
tory  of  the,  Author* ^  mpat^d  infanity-^^togHb^r 

.  W/^  a  pofitript  almqft  as  long  as  the  Utter j, 
giving  a  further  proof  of  the  Qlmn^r^s  imputed 
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fair. 
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•    •     -  ^  f 


rU  contents. 


€f  the  Woods — The  beautiful  Province  ofGueldef* 

land  is  gleaned  with  particular  plea/urey  as  alike 

favourable  to  the  Eye,  and  the  Heart,      p.  287. 

LETTER      XLIV. 

The  Gleaner  pajfes  on  to  Leyden,  ivbich  noble  town 
be  adds  to  his  Sheaf — The  author's  account  of  a 
Dutch  bride— Marriage  Offerings  and  Furniture 
'^Nuptial  Preparations — Bravery  of  the  ancient 
inhabitants  of  Leyden^^Remarkable  Privileges 
and  Charters  in  confequence — Eminent  Painter^ 
ef  Holland,  with  curious  Anecdotes  concerning 
fhem—The  hiftory  of  John  of  Ley  den— his  Con- 
fpiracy-^-^'-^his  fVives^—his  Coronation — his  Tryal 
and  Execution — The  Dutch  are  too  civil  by  ' 
half — The  fatiguing  ceremony  of  bowing — The 
Cleaner^  to  put  an  end  to  the  fubjell,  makes  his 
low  to  his  friend.  p,  33 1. 

LETTER       XLV. 

The  author  meets  with  a  friend* ^  who  contributes  a 
valuable  Gleaning  of  the  town  of  Ley  deny  and  of 
the  mode  of  Graduation  in  its  Univerfttyy  princi" 
pally  with  rSgard  to  Students  in  Phyjic — -as  well 

*  Dr.  Pinkard,  to  whom  the  Gleaner  is  indebted  for  the 
moft  valuable  part  of  the  above  Letter,  has  been  appoiilted 
Phyfician  to  the  Army ;  and  is  now  -with  the  forces  defined 
to  £t.  Domingo.  ,       -  .  .     • 

4  ^^ 


CONTEKTi*  Xm 

as  a'Jket'ch  of  the  prejeniftate  of  that  Science-^ 

-  ^Alfo  a  cM^&fatien  on  the  Dutch  in  generaly  touch^ 
•    ing  their  Hcfpitalityy  concerning  which  the  Gleaner 

and  his  friend^  after  fome  amicable  flrife^  com§ 

-  to  a  comprmife^      .  .  p*  354; 

I-ETTER      XL  VI. 

•  <  ■'.■.■.  '  ■         .        ■.  . 

AJtoniJhntent,  and  incredulity  of  the,  Germans^  Dutcb, 
and  others^  on  thf  fale  and  quantity  of  ^nglifb 

m 

Newf 'papers^— The  author's  account  of  thenu — ji 
fmoakefs  reply  to  it-^Obfervations  on  the  author* s 
death jf .  written  by  himfelf—The  Horfes'  Verjes.. 

P-  367- 

LETTER       XLVII, 

A  vifit  to  Haarlem— with  the  charaSler  of  J^r^ 
Hope — CharaSler  of  Mr.  Hafiings — Story  of  the 
Ants  and  Governor-General — Haarlem  Linen 
Blcacheri^ST^Hadrlem  Meer — Haarlem  Heroines 
*—Tbe  Mermaid — Hiftory  of  the  Countefs  of^ 
Hennenberg,  and  her  ^^s  Children — Story  of  the 

.  Countefs  of  Altgrfs  twelve  SonSy  twelve  Puppies^ 
and .  the .  origin  of  the  prefent  Royal  Family-'^ 

^  concluding  thefe  marveU  *'^ith  an  account  of  a  Sea 
Monfier.  p.  3  J  2. 

LETTER       XLVIII, 

The  city  of  A^ifierdam  is-  gleaned — The  author^ s 
apology  for  omiffton  of  dates^Journal  of  a  precife 
Traveller  from  his  fet ting  off  to  his  arrival  at  HeU 
voet^^The  author  delineates  himfelf — Defcription 

of 


/fj0jl^frdam-^fie  Wfinders  gf  its  Cgi^ruSfion^ 
P^ukiifiHj  ap4  Pmmr(V-^ts  Jbrts^  Ck/gritjes, 

%be  Gkfimngs  of  Amfterdam  continMfid'^s  afiotAjh^ 
ing  Indujlry — its  AttraRiom — The  author  con- 
tinues i>is  Tour — GJeam  a  variety  ofDutcJ)  Faces 
0ti  Hearts — The  Merchant  and  the  Jew.  the 
foot  Tenant  and  the  rich  Landl0rd^^Men  of  iu- 
finefs  vin4icated  from  the  charge  of  InfenfibUity'— 

'    Origin  and  Progrefs  of  Amfterdam — its  univerfal 

^irit  of  Toleration^-^Defcription  of  feverai  Sec- 

taries^rrThe  author  gleans  the  Mufick  Houjes^^^ 

Jhefretty  Friejlanders^-Rife  and  fall  of  Sedu&ipn 

in  Holland-^Adfgu  to  Amjterdam.  p.  422. 

fn  which  is  gleaned  the  Beauties  of  North  Holfand-^ 
&a(irdam  Paper  and  other  Mills-^Ladies — The 
delightful  Villages  of  Alcmaar-^Hoorn — Enk-- 
hmJen-^Edam — and  Monnckendam^  iic, — The 
hftly  celebrated  Town  of  Br oek  particularly  de- 
fcrihed — 'The  fingtdar  ^uftoms  of  fforth  HoUand 

•    -^Tbe  painful  neatnejs  of  the  place  and  people-^ 

The  Vicar  and  fUpperS'-^Thc  women  of  North 

JioUand'^  The  remarkable  dams  of  M^dambfic  and 

:ks  Jbrroundin^  fclmery^  V*  453- 


\ 


.     ^jtte:^  .  his 

^iMis  a  foakai  Gkanmg,    Remarks  xm  thf  Sf-- 

.  Jer^  impreffions  and  ftgns  of  Grief  on  different 

Minds-^D'tJtreJs  of  a  German  family — The  author 

■  lett'ib.    ill. 

Saturn  fa  Ji^dam^EffeB ^  g^trafi-^^^f 
baviour  and  general  ill  manners  of  youn^fy^^yhr 
men  refidmt  abroad^ — thdr   CoarfenefSy  Rudenefs^ 

flfi4.  poUyftigmatjfed-^Various  examples,  p.  4?$, 

,         ..  •       .....  -   •    . 

j$n€cdotH  of  the  German  Timber-^mfrckants^^fh^ 

author  gleans  the  Duchy  of  Guilderland — Nipte'* 

guenr^Arnem-^and  their  bpautiful  emnrons — 'Thf 

Juperior  opportunities  of  a  Traveller  to  indulge  in  (f 

furvey  of  the  Univerfal  Benevolence  of  Nature  an4 

Pro^idmer--^MorefelfiJh  delineations^      p.  495. 

LETTER      LIYt 

Thfi  pleafure  of  lojing  one's  wayr-^4dvice  to  the 
reader  to  take  the  right  inflead  of  the  left;  nnd 
the  left  inftead  of  the  right — The  Woodmanr-A 
vijitto  the  Villas  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Amheinp^^ 
Jtmbeifn  itfelf  dejcribed^ — its  Tells — Ta;ceSy  andim* 
pofitionsy  for  the  good  of  the  Republic — A  tour  to 
j^ftndak^^^^  and  ^ackhaufen 


rn 


xrovrtUTii 


■  I 

foiib  Joine  Scenery  which  you  will  wijb  to  vifit^ 
-  «r«/,  it  is  expeUedt  thank  the  author  for  gleaning: 

p.  5<?5- 

Prmce  rf  Orangey  and  cekbratim  tf  bis  Birth-^day 

^^An  EJfay  on  Dutch  and  German   Warming-* 

fans — Republican  Storks — Quails — Swans — and 

''^'€fher  birds  frbteBed  by  the  Dutch — liithegum 

-Ravens.  p.  519* 

'  LETTER      tvi. 

General  Wfiory  of  the  Revohtiorts  and  Dijturbancef 
tf  the  Refubli^i,  fmn  its  foundation  to  the  prejent 
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LETTER     icXVi. 

!rO  THB  HONOURABLH  MRS.  if. 

Helveotiluice; 


I 


D  O  ho*  tliirik  vird  caii  enter  on  the 
^icoND  SHEA]?  of  ouF  Gleanings  hcittt,  thjcit 
Jlttending  to  whit  at  travellef*  is  mbft  embar- 
i^flfed  about  on  his  firft  lariding — thfe  beft  and 
^heaped  mefde  df  proceeding  on  his  journey: 
lince  it  is  but  too  certain,  that  all  the  infof'ma- 
tion  which  he  can  get  from  books,  on  this  fub- 
jfeft,  is  \cty  itifuflScient. — Tht  tour-Yh^kers, 
indeed,  have  hurried  on,  ais  deemirfg  th^  firft 
pbrt  too  trifling  to  hierit  their  notice  :  and, 
cfither  difgitfted  with,  what  they  haive'  called, 
irtipofitions,  fatigued*  with  their  voydg'e,  or 
wifliing  to  **  rufh  into  the  rtkidft  of  things"  all* 
at  once,  they  have  made  a 'fort  of  hitinihg  fight, 
ftovci  whom  they  conceive  to*  be  enefnies  of 
their  purfes,  and  fit  down  "in  th^  fick'ftt/'  to 
fpvi  fplenetic.  sK^counts  of  theif  fl^irmifhes 
VOL.  II.  Q  with 


2  GlEANINOf,    (ffe. 

Ivith  boatmen,  porters,  and  waggoners,  c'urrente 
calamo. 

*. 

In  all  this,  there  happens  nothing  but  what 
muft  be  expeded  from  fo  much  haftc,  namely, 
folly  and  ignoraiicew  The  dked  reverfc  of 
fuch  conduA  would  be  knowledge  and  truth : 
the  effedts  would  alter  with  thie  caufes. 

So  far  fcom  pie  plM$  of  landing*  i^^^y  conn- 
try,  being  unimportant,  it  Ihould  be  looked 
upon  as  the  key  to  every  other,  by  whofe  aid 
alone  we  c^Q  open  the <cabinet^f  ils  curiofi-i 
ti£S,  and  become  aciju^rinted  with  its  £ecj?et«^ 
A  general  may  as  well  ai^KSt  ta  flight  a  fiC'Mitifr 
'town^  as  a  traveller  hia  port  of  arrival ;  the 
pofleffion  of  which,,  in  both  cafes,  is-  of  tbr, 
jfirft  c(M>fequenec.. 

Under  thi»  aSiirance,  I  fhaU  takc^  it  £cir 
granted^  neither  you,  nor  any  perfon^  into^ 
whofe  1iand$  thefe  papers '  may  &lip  will  de^ii^ 
the  time  mifufed  which,  is  to  be  occupied  ift 
giving  full  inflruj£tjon3  on.  this,  neceflary  ful>^, 
jcA;  and  you  IhalLjjudgjC,  from,  what  follows^ 
whether  travellers  havcnotJeftmore  C/^tfifi^ 
than  they  ought,  to  h^ve,  done^t  the  port  of 
Hclveotfluice^ 


Tot  the  fake  of  a  thorough  intelligence,  let 
us  ftoop  a  little  to  take  up  the  fubjedl  in  the 
outfet.  Otiy^ur  fide  of  the  water,  ^  comm6n 
London  Dircftory  will  inftnid  thofci  who  can-^ 
not  pleafantly  afford  thiS  luxury  of  a  chaife^ 
that  the  coach  goes  to  Harwich  every  mail^ 
day,  at  Ccvtn  in  the  morning,  from  the  Spread 
Eagle  in  Gracechiirch-ftrecti  and  arrives  in 
time  to  give  the  paifengers  refrefhment  before 
the  p^ket  fails,  as  well  as  to  get  the  pafs  from 
the  king's  agent  iri  that  town.  This  paffport 
cofts  tvirelve  Ihillings  and  fix^pence,  on  pay- 
ment of  which  there  is  ufually  a  demur  on  the 
paw  of  itiy  countrymen,  to  afk  wbal  it  is  paid 
for?  when  thi$  anfwer  as  ufually  eiifiies— /^r 
iife  Kingi  Hereupon  follow^  comiiionry,  the 
"ix^bys  and  wbertfores^  by  the  reverberation  and 
jtiultipiication  of  which^  fomething,  even  more 
valuably  than  money^  is  lod — tirtie  and  teiti^ 
per ;  and  after  tbty^te  gone,  the  faid  twelv* 
fluUings  and  fix-pence  itiuA  iievertheleifi  ac^ 
tually  be  paid.  A  man  about  to  b^  decapi-* 
tated,.  may  as  well  r^afon  with  the  ake,  while 
his  head  is  laid  upon  the  block  by  thedrohg 
hand  6$  the  law^  a$  difpute  M^ith  an  agent  Qf 
government  about  the  payment  pf  a  tax $. and 
yet,  I  fear^  fc^rcely  on^  traveller,  out  of  onfe 
bundredg  but  <:omes  away  growling  at  the 

»  2  ,   Ihamcful 
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fhamcful  iippqfition  of  the  legillaturc,  at  this 
fijie  for  quitting  the  country* — Thus,  my  poor, 
dear,  argumentative  countrymen  are  put.  out 
of  humour,  even  on  the  edges  of  England.— 

I   wifh,    therefore,    to  prepare  them  for  this 
grand  event  ;  and,  moreover,  to  alTurc  them, 
4^t,' if  they  are  in  wrath  with  the  Minifter, 
who  imp$fes  the  tax,  they  ought  to  be  fo  with 
the  agent  who  receives  it,  only  in  the  propor- 
tionate ratio  of  eleven  Jhillings  to  eight een^^pence^ 
as   the  latier  pittance  is,  truly,  the  whole  of 
the  fum>  on  each  paflport,  that  finds  its  way 
into  the.faid  agent's  pocket— rBut,  that  my  an- 
gry friends  may  know  the  whole  of  their  mis- 
fortunes at  once,  (which  is  .always  fomething) 
I  will  be  generous  enough  K>  apprize  them, 
that  they.  wi]l  have  the  y^w^  taxation  to  pay 
fi^r  returning  lo  their  nativie  country — fo  that, 
upon  the  whole,  unlefs  each  perfon,  can,  well 
and  duly,  make  up  his  mind  to  the  eniite  lofs 
of  five-and-twenty-fhillings,  lawful  money  of 
Great  Britain,  (principal jmd  intereft  for  ever)- 
I  really  think. he,  fhe,  or  they,  had  better  ftay 
at  hofhe,  by  whigh,  not  jonly.this,  buta  number 
"^ jxi  other:  difficulties  Ntravd  **:  is  heir  to,'*  will 
be  ayoided.     But,  I  giyciwarning,  there  is  no* 
other  alt-ernative, — A  very  long  acquaintance 
irith  the  curious  debates  which  I  have  heard  on; 
-    •  this 


tills  topic,  on  both  fides  of  the  water,  has  niadc 

nie  deem  it  v^oxth  gleaning  thus  circumftantialljr, 

• . .       .  .•  •■  ■ 

So  now  to  the  reft  of  inevitable  expences. 
A  guinea  muft  be  given  alfo  to  the  captain  of 
tlic  packet-boat  for  the  accommodation  of  a  • 
very  good  bed,  and  genefally,as  good  behaviour,* 
and  one  may  certainly  add,  for  the  comfort  of 
knowing  you  are  under  the  protedlibn  of  goo4 
failors,  it  being  no  lefs  remarkable,  than  true, 
that,  fince  the  eftablifhment  of  thefc  veffels,* 
the  courfe  of  which  is  environed  with  diffi^ 
culties,  there  has  never  been  a  fingle  wreck,' 
or  accident  that  threatened  it,  although  thei^* 
neceility  of  bratvihg  all  lioeathersy  with  the  mait^^ 
has  expofed  thetn  to  every  violence  of  winds 
and  of  waves.  They  are  about  ninety  ton$ 
burthen,  have  a  complement  of  fixteen  able- 
bodied  feamen,  ahd  are  conftru died  to  anfwer 
the  double  purpofes  of  ipcc4  and  f^curfty. 

r 

In  moderate  weather,  the  palla^e  is  about 
fixteen  hours,  with  a  fair  wind ;  if  contrary, 
forty-eight. — I  have,  however,  many  times 
known  it  performed  from  poft^  to  port  in  thir- 
teen or  fourteen.  The  pacquets  can  accom- 
modate twenty-five  perfons  in  the  cabin,  and 
ftate-roomi^  f » and  fhouM  a  female  wifti,  what 
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ft 

delicacy  often  fuggcfts^  a  place  to  herfclf,  the. 
Captain  refign$  \\i%  own  room »  where  (he  is  as 
much  fecluded,  from  the  reft  of  the  company, 
as  if  fhe  was  in  her  own  apartment.  If  any 
pedbn  cbufes  lo  appropriate  the  whole  cabin^ 
he  pays  the  captain  ten  guineas^  and  a  fine  ibr 
every  carriage. 

Each  paffenger  takes  his  own  provifions^ 
with  plenty  of  which  the  inns,  on  both  fides^ 
are  furniihed,  and  have  little  baikets  ready  to 
pack  then)  vp.  But,  as  the  fea  qfually  takes 
^way  the  appetite  of  frefti-water  failors,  in  the 
degree  th^t.  k.  renders  men  feafoned  Co  tlhit 
element  voracious,  ten  flcken  at  the  Jigbt  of 
th^t,  which  the  experienced  mariner  delighta 
to  bc^fol4.i  8^n4  it  is  a  fettled  cuftom^  which 
cannot  well  be  difpenfed  with^  to  leave  the 
|?afket«  (full  or  ompty}  as  a  little  perquiiito 
to  the  Ihip'i  fteward,  who  (if  a  palTengcr  can 
make  ufe  of  them)  will  provide  plates,  difties, 
glafles,  knivei^  forks,  8fc.  &.c,  drefs  the  mcftt, 
warrn  up  foup  or  broth ;  and  if  none  of  thefe 
are  wanted^  he  fupplies  you  with  all  the  little 
{lids  that,  this  iniferablo  ficknefs  ftands  la 
need  of;  ojx  all  which  fwres,  be  muft  be  a 
jjhurlifh  paflfenger  who  rcfufcs  to  leave  tbaf 
ffCoropfRce  whi?^l»  cai»  be  of  m  fervice  to 

bipifelfi 


i 


fiimfclf;  fbr  'ivho  can  drag  a  baflcet  of  ftatc 
vidukls  to  ah  ihh  T  or  carry  it  oh  the  road  ? 
and  yet  !  have  hot  feldom  heard  honeft  yoBft 
j5»// quarrel  with  this  cuftom^  ^s 

**  More  honour'd  in  the  breach,  than  the  obfervanc^'* 

but,  as  it  is  only  uddin]^  the  add  of  ill-nature 
td^  a^alfke^ahd  kfttr'iH,  as  the  thihg  m$(ft  h 
done,  1  hope  thi^  cortdefcenfioh,  on  my  part,  to 
enter  into  iht  tifefill  minima  wfll  be  graci- 
vfuHy  rfcctiVed.  ' 

Kf  you  arrive  on' the  Tucfdiy  or  Fridfiyat 
Harwich^  >^hic1i  i«  generally  the  wifeft  way, 
there  i^  time  for  all  thefe  little  pteliminariej ; 
buT  if  yoii  do  not-^that  is,  if  yoii  get  there  On 
the  Wed nefday  or  Saturday,  be  careful  you 
arc  not  too  late.  The  pacquet  fails  as  foon 
after  the  arrival  of  the  toaii  aS  pofllbU? ,  afld  it 
is  frequcrttly  Out  at  fea  early  in  th€  afternoon 
df  tkofi^  days. 

There  are  porters  who  take  jroiir  baggage  to 
the  Cuftbm-houfe,  to  pafs  the  cereihtmy  of  be- 
ing infpedted  ;  and  as- one  good  turn  always 
deferves  ahother,  it  is  at  a  paffenger's  option, 
whether  he  choofes  to  have  his  things  difplaced 

.84  ^^ 


prnof.  The  Jiipulated  fee  for  the  examination  iff 
very  trifling — the  compliment  for  indulgence  is 
noobjeft  of  cohteft.  One  point  is  certain;  the 
caviller  and  niggard  is  fure,  in  all  cafps,  to  diC- 
appoint  his  own  intentions. 

The  pacquet  lies  a  little  ofF  in  the  ftream, 

,  for.  being  rowed  to  which,  including  property 

..and  perfon,  you  pay  one  ihiUing  yourfclf,  and 

;^iix-pence  for  pach  trunk,  box,  or  parcel — a 

{:J;afgc  fo  fibfolutely  pre-feftled  by  the  conv- 

miilioners,  that,  though   at   the  wate^-'s  edge 

you  were  to  begin  thofe  adjurations    which 

.pontinue  to   your'ljfcaching  the  fide  of  your 

yeflel  (as  is  often  enough  the  cafe)  all  you  will 

*  get  for  it  is,  that  -9n  bo?rd  that  veflcl  you  caff^ 

not  he  fHt  till  the  uttermoft  farthing  is  paid. 

Thus  then  Hands  your  account : 
r-  £.  s.    d. 

'     I  Coach-hire  fTpip  Lpndon  ^^1  q  jO 
liarwich       -        -         -     j 

2  balket  of  provifions      ---959 

3  Pafs  for  yourfelf    -      ---012^ 

4  Servant    -    ^    -    -    -    -    •■ 

5  Cuftom-houf^  civility  iponey      026 

6  Conripliment  to  captain        -         i     i     q 


^ 


N.'B.  Calcniate  3I.  38.  iqdading  coachmen,  &e. 

Luggage 


JLuggagc .  and  living  at  Harwich  cannot,  of 
courfe,  be  afc^^tained,  but  the  \KhQle  bufinefs, 
independently  of  thofc  contingencies,  may  be 
thu$  calculated. 

And  now,  having  put  you  fafe ;  and,,if  youi 
are  difpofed  to  take  advice,  in  good  humour, 
onboard  your  pacquet,  I  can  only  wifliyou 
a  pleaf^nt  voyage,  and  in  my  next  letter  (hall 
be  ready  to  offer  you  my  welcome,  and  my 
fcrvices,  like  a  courteous  Gleaner^  on  your  aiw 

rival  in  Holland*     In  the  mean  time, 

■* 

J  am,  dear  Friend, 


« '■ 


F^thfuJIy  your'?. 


•  ■  ♦ 


«..  ■  i 
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fO  CttAVfSt^M,  &e. 
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L  E  r  t  £  R   xxvii; 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Helteotlblce. 

>''•■"  ... 

'  JC  OR  my  own  cafe,  as  veil  as  your*3«  I 

•*  Thv  ftvwrihf  windt, 
**  Havp  kiWi  yoqr  (ails  tp  make  your  rcffd  pimble;'* 

and  that,  an  jrour  pAning  this  towfi^  however 

you  may  fif^  yoarfclf  Jick,  yolrdmftdt  coiih 
pleat  the  proverb  by  being  forry. 

Should  it  be  high  water,  the  pacquet  will 
convey  you  into  tirt  center  of  the  town,  fo  that 
you  ftep.on  the  quay,  and  from  thence  into 
either  of  the  inns,  of  which  there  are  feveral, 
but  none  better,  either  for  treatment  or  accom- 
modation, than  that  of  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
the  landloi'd  of  which  is  a  fon  to  a  captain  of 
one  of  the  packets,  which  bears  the  fame 
name,  and  which  is  certainly  a  very  noble  vef- 
fel,  as  indeed  they  are  all — only,  if  you  will 
fuffer  me,  for  this  once,  to  pun  on  the  com- 
mander's *  name,  which  is  "  obnoxious  to  pun- 
ning,* •    I  ihould  obfervc,  that  having  made 

*  Captain  Bridge 

*    •  . :  myfelf 


inyfelf  foroe  profpcrous  voyages  in  this  Prince 
of  Orange  packet^  it  is  but  grateful  to  fpeak 

well    of  the    BRI1>»E    THAT     HAS    CARRIED    ONg 

WfitJ-  OVER,  at .  the  fan)e  time  it  were  unjuft 
not  to  obferve  the  reft  of  the  packets  are  ex^ 
cellent.  Remember  I  difarm  your  criticifm 
by  pleading  gMtUy  to  this  pun ;  but  it  lay  in 
my  path^  and  I  could  not  beip  gleaning  it.  If 
you  find  it  chaffy  winnow  it  from  the  wheats 
imd  let  us  go  on# 

Jnftantly  on  your  getting   on  ihore^    thf 

porters  of   the    place    apply  to   take    your 

baggage  to  the  inn.    For  each  parcel,  fup^ 

pofing  your  own  fervant  docs  not  carry  thern^ 

you  pay,  according  to  the  li«c,  a  price  ftipu* 

Jated  by  the  commiffary,  whofe  printed  or 

%ned  order  they  produce  in  cafe  of  a  difpute^ 

A  large  trunk  is  fettled  at  four  ♦  ftiverSj  a  fmaU 

one»  or  portxhanteau,  at  thttc 

* 
Should  you  wiih  to  proceed    immediately, 

without   taking  any  repofe  or  refre(hment| 

thpugh,    by   the  bye,   the    environs  .of  this 

town  are  very  well  worth  furvcying,  it  will 

be  beft  to  order  your  baggage  to  the  com-* 

ft\\Gj^ry^$  at  once^  where  it  will   bfi  perfe(S):ly 

•  Tfac%, 

fafe. 
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jTafe,  other  wife  you  .have  to 'pay  porterage  a 
fcjzond  time,  as  it  fntiji  go  to  the  Commiflary's 
prior  to  your  fetting  off;  the  carriage  in  which 
you  are  conveyed  being  obhg<3d  to  fet  off  from 
;hat  officer^  doon 

^  There  arc  a  few  other  ceremonies  to  be  at- 
fended  to,  before  you- are  in  ad:ual  progrefs. 
,You  jnuft,  if  in  an  hurry  to  be  gone,  fend  to 
have  the  bell  rung  for  a  waggon;  as  it  is  a bu- 
finefs  of  a  lo^g  half  hour,  as  they  call  it  here,  to 
mffemble  the  drivers,  who  call  lots  for  the  ho- 
nour df  conducting  you.  The  ringing  the 
•bell  is  fix  ftiverst  the  charge  6f  the  waggon  is 
acotnmiffary  regulation;  the  compliment  to 
^he  driver,  fomething,  or  nothing,  at  .  your 
option ;  but,  ufually,  a  fkelling,  (fixpence)  or 
iefthalf  (fivepcnce  halfpenny.) 


A.-      *•< 


Should  the  packet  arrive  i^fter funjet ,  there  is 
an  additional  charge  for  paflingthe  gates,  till 
ttn  o'clock  in^  Summer,  each  perfon  pays  a 
ftiver;  after  which,  three  guilders,  a  perqui- 
^te  to  the  foldiers  oh  guard,  ^»A^  the  differ- 
ence is  great  you  ought  to  be  prepared. 

*     FrDtii  a  perfed  knowledge    of    my    good 
countrymen,   who   ^avjj,  for   the    molt   part, 

a  fuf-« 
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a  fufRcierit .  portion  of  national  prejudi(!tfi  to 
laft  them  fome  thoufands  of  miles  gbbd-  fta* 
veiling,  I  feel  it  here  neccffiiry,  to  enter  a 
caveat  againft  their  taking'  ^ence^  at  ma^y 
ftrange  matters  they  will  now  meet  with/  I 
would,  if  poflible,  glean  the  way  before  tbent, 
by  clearing  it  of  all  impediments,  which  may 
aciually  lit  in  it,  or  which.  ar6  only  the  work 'of. 
their  own  unreajomble  fancies. '  '       i 

And  firft,  as  to  the  ringingj.  for  this  tvagganl 
A  waggon  it  literally  is,  thou'^ft  bepaihted  and 
befigurcd  all  over,;  fo  as  to  **  feem  the  thing 
it  is  notw*'  Helveotfluice,  however,  affords -no 
other  conveyance  either  in  Wet  or  dry,  winter 
or  fummer;  and  in  this  conveyance,  if  you 
do  not  walk-— you  really  mujf  go  in  all  weathers; 
fpme  fix  or  fevcn  miles,  generally,  at  a  very 
flow  pace;  becaufe  the  roads,  except  in  a  very 
dry  feafon  of  the  year,  levy  fuch  a  heavy  tax* 
on  your  wheels,  that :  neither  man  or  beaft  can 
turn  them  round  faftcr. 

.:     ■  -  •>.-  ■  t 

To  be  fure,  a  finer  opportunity  never  offered 
itfelf,  to  try  the  patience  of  a  mere  Englifh- 
man,  who  comes  from  the  finefl  public  roads^ ' 
and, carriages,  perhaps,  in  the  whole  world,  to— 
as  it  will  by  comparifon  to  him  appear-^-^an 

immenfc 


»  / 
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Immenfe  bog  ihtcrfciled  by  ffagnant  ditclics— * 
diid  if  any  thing  is  wanting  to  the  climax  of 
filling  up  the  mafure  of  his  chagrin^  it  would, 
doubtlefS)  be  the  inveterate  patience  of  the 
tonduHors  of  thefe  waggona:  they  fit,  amidft 
the  wreck,  almoft,  of  wheels,  and  in  all  the 
•?  majcfty  of  mud,"  (while  the  poor  ftiivering 
|>afrenger  is  trembling  behind,)  with  a  com-* 
pofure  fo  provoking,  whiffing  their  pipes,  that 
demonftrates  they  are  totally  exempt  from  all 
thot^  fne.fielings,  which  render  fo  many  of  their 
fuperiors  elegantly  wretched*  One  piece  of  ad* 
vice  ihould  be  particularly  noticed,  viz«  what« 
ever  is  your  fear  of  being  oveffet,  (which  by 
the  bye  you  will  n§i  be)  or  your  hope  of  dif- 
patch,  not  to  attempt  exciting  their  feelings^ 
or  animating  their  fpeed ;  fince  to  touch  them 
with  a  fenfe  of  your  fituation,  or  to  put  them 
out  of  their  pace,  is,  among  impqfflble  things  ibi 
moji  impqffibk.  There  is  a  time  limited  for  their 
given  ftage,  that  time  they  will  keep;  but 
were  your  neck  to  diflocate,-  or  your  nerves  to 
Ihatter,  they  will  only  fmoke  and  jog  on ; 

**  Laugh  at  the  whtrlwind,  and  enjoy  the  fioraK" 

'•  This  will  not  fuit  the  expe(ftations  of  men, 
about,  perhaps,  to  make  the  grand  tour^  and  in 
the  habit  of  running,  perhaps,  at  the  rate  of 

2  from 


F 


from  ten  jta  iixteen  miles  in  the  hottr*  Whereas,, 
ia  HoUandj  eithef  by  Iai)d  or  watery  yoQir 
movement  is  pte^Jetilfd  at  three  %  inlbifmich^ 
that  the  diftance  from  pla^e  to  place^  is  mcar* 
fared  by  fe  many  hours  i  each  hour  implying  a 
league* 

Tirefome  cnowgh  y^u  n^iH  fay!-— unlc&  yott 
happen  to  be  a  deliberate  traveller,  which  i%i 
always^  ten  to  one^  that  a  traveller  is  not.  Yef, 
to  what  end  does  a  perfon  travel  at  all :  but  to 
lee  the  difference  of  manners  and  cuftoms? 
Now  it  is  the  ctiftom  in  Holland  to  go  flowi 
andj  foir  a^tokiablygood  reafon;  becaufe  they 
eannot  gofaji.  Why  fwear  at  them,  and  their 
country  jEbr  this  ?  Were  all  things  ordered  a» 
they  are  in  England,  you  would  have  no  obj/edk 
of  travel.  At  any  rate^  now  you  are  told  tbefe 
matters  are  to^  be  expe<5):ed ;  (and  you  are  told 
the  truth) ;  you  inuft  either  take  a  country  a» 
you  do  wedlock,/^r  helt^  and  for  wor/e,  or  tt^^ 
main  contented  where  you  are,  and,  like  the 
Virtuofo  in. the  comedy,  only  "travel  in  your 
boQks." 

«         •  •  *  .  •       ■    ■    ■ 

.  AnKwugjft  th?  t^ins  of  a  relidentiary  Brisi/J| 
traveller,,  are.  to  be  reqkoned  thofe  which  l|j^ 
derives, j^^Ei bejsQg afpedl^teir.Qf  the prejudi^^ 

of 
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of  his  cduntrymen ;  fome  of  which  arc  (het^ti 
6fF  almoft  immediately  on  his  fctting  his  foot 
en  a  foreign  (hore.  Nor  ztt  thcfc,  by  any 
]Tieans>  confined  to  people  of  low  educations^ 
and  of  jcotirfe  low  ideas;  but  infintiate  them-* 
felves  into  the  mod  enlightened  minds^  and 
underftandings,  when  trained  up  at  borne.  That 
impofitions  ar^  always^  and  every  where  prac<» 
tifed  by  natives  on  foreigners,  cannot  be 
doubted ;  that  when  detedled  they  arc  tfidrc 
infulting  to  one's  good  fenfc,  than  injurious  to 
our  fortunes,  muft,  alfo^  be  admitted ;  and 
that,  in  the  provinces  of  Holland,  fuch  things 
are,  I  am  fo  far  from  denying,  that  I  mean,  in 
their  due  times  and  places,  fo  point  ibem  out. 
But  is  not  England,  dear  England,  under  the 
fame  impeachment  ?— Does  fhe  not  over-reach, 
iknd  play  upon  both  the  property  and  perfon  of 
a  new-imported  ftranger  in  the  fame  manner? 
and,  as  many  little  circurtiftances  are  lefs  cog^ 
jnifable  by  magiftracy — are  not  fome  of  hef 
innlpofitions  even  greater  in  degree?  Does  (he 
•not. add  fcorn  and  ridicukto  thofe  impofitions? 

Can  any  fingularity  in  drefs,  air,  manner,  or 
language,  efcape  her  criticifm?  and,  though, 
Iwfppily,  thcfe  outrages  tfn  national  urbaiYity 
a^e  pradlifed  only  by  the  mobi  or  the  gidd)^ 
waA  tuorlble/s  part  of  the  ♦ealthyv  tAey  cei^-. 
"^  tainly 


r  " 


tainiy  fhould  induce  all  orders  of  Englifhmen 
to  allow  for  a  little  retaliation^  as  well  as  laying 
their  account  tQ.  find  fcape  of  thai  chicane  and 
vulgarity  abroad^  of  which  they  have  fo  plen- 
tiful a  Hock  at  hgt^^e. 

As  a  very  little  candour*,  and  fcll9W  feeling, 
will  rather  lighten  your  baggage  than  make  it 
heavi(er;  as;  it  will  even  bp  '.a  forjt  of  Jiett^r  of 
predit,  through  all  the  countries  yoii  irie^n  to 
traverfq,  I  flrongly  adyife  you  to  takq  a  littlq  of 
it  with  you  I  becaufe,  the  omitting  "tq  .do 
which,  will  be.  attended  with  twoof  ^tne  worft 
confequenqes/  viz.  r.ender  yoii  dijfa.tisfied  with 
every  body^  and  every  body  diffdfisfied^  'with 
you.  Be  fure,  therefore,  you  find  room  for  it^ 
as  o|ie  of  your  »^r^ry  articles :  \^ith'  which 
piece;  of  gopd  council,  I  bid  thofefarewelf;  for 
wl^ofe  i^fe  it  is  intended. 

■*  --• •  '.  r*     *r 

...  .  .* 

Tb  you,  my  fridcncj,  fucfa  a  icautio^i  woi^ld  lie 

uni^o^flary.     Were  I  to  give  yok  i^araaiig  of 

any  xkiing^  it  jvpuid  be  to  guard  yoi^  againil 

^tkit.:ei{c^es..o{  Rhilanthrppy/    Maijr  y/ou  meet 

^thuibje&s  to  deferv?  them!      r  >  { 


you    11.  C  JtETTBH 
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LETTER    XXVIli. 

TO    THE   SAME. 

OiNCE  I  have  got  thus  far  into  the 
ftyle  oi.compagnon  de  voyage^  (albeit  the  office  of 
piide  along  the  dykes ^  is  not  a  bad  tranflation 
for  this  country}  I  will  e'en  go  humbly  on,  till 
I  have,  like  an  honeft  Gleaner,  enabled  you  to 
pick  your  way,  till  you  have  got  a  firm  footing : 
for  (as  a  ft  ranger)  I  muft  confider  you  at  pre- 
fent  as  going  over  tremlling  ground. 

If,  aft?i:,what  has  been  faid,  you  are  neither 
reconciled  to  the  bad  roads,  nor  worfe  vehicles 
that  go  over  them,  your  only  alternative  is 
walking;  which,  in  Summer,  is  really  plea- 
sant ;  and^  in  all  feafons^  is  preferable  to  an 
healthy  perfon  ;  as  you  have  a  little  village  at 
which  you  can  paufe  midway,  betwixt  this 
townan^  the  Brielle,  and  go  upon  a  path  of 
powdered  cockle-fhells,  all  the  way;  for  the 
moft  part  as  firm  and  well  bound,  as  if  it  was 
of  Englifli  gravel.  Should  your  baggage  con- 
fift  of  a  fmall  trunk,  portmanteau,  or  travelling 

bag. 


bagj  a  man  may  be  hired  to  take  it,  unlefs  there 
be  feverai  in  company;  in  which  cafe,  the 
better  way  will  be  to  have  one  waggon  for  the 
baggage — elubbing  the  expence ;  and  all  pro* 
ceed  on  foot  to  the  Brielle,  which  is  preciiely 
feven  Englilh  miles. 

.  That  the  better-rfairer^at Jeaft,  part  of  jour^ 
felves,  (fhould  you  trayel  with  ladies,)  may  not 
exclaim  at  this  diftance  (though  in  a  party  of 
pleafure,  where  a  woman  enters  intp  the  true 
fpiric  of  a  ramble,  (he  makes,  perhaps,  few^r 
difficulties  than  men): — I  mull  not  forget  to 
tell  them,  there  is  a  fort  of  thing,  falhioned 
coach-wife,  cbvcred,  at  lead,  in  which  they 
^ay  go  dry,  and  as  Appllo  iays  in  Midas^ 
will  have  "  no  bones  broke,  though  forely 
peppered."  When  the  roads  are  at  their  beft, 
(which  is,  indeed,  the  only  times  thefe  flight 
maqhines  are  to  be  trufted;  fo  that  when  m^/i 
panted  they  an  ujejefs^)  the  novelty,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
renders  an  experiment  in  them  not  unpleafan;^ 
They  have  curtains  of  .IcatheV,  but  no  glafles; 
are   wholly  open  before,  and  far  from  being 

well  Ihut  behind, 

•  ■  •  •     •  /    '      r     .     • 

Having  now  got  you  through  the  very  worft 
part  of  your  journey,  and  glcahfeJt  off  the  dill 

'    c  2  ^     agrccaWes 
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agVeeaBtesof  if,  as  nuilch  is  1  could;  ydu  a^c 
ifo  bte  iritormecl,  that  tftert  are  t\ybM'iys'bfybii'r 
t«irig  fr^  ' 'ihi  ■  Briifife  ioiny  M  6f  thfe 
ordVinces^. 

There  are  pubFic  boats"  tdfU^rf  i'cRtryA,  ^ 
every  Monday  and  Wednefday,  from  the  Brielle 
to  kotrei-'daiit.  if  iil  i  hurry,,  you  may  Itavc 
Joui  ]ijg^grt6  tblldw  you  ty  thofe  vefiek. 


A^ 


.k  ^ 


*  '  Aftd'hfere,  let  tht  ttc6it\mind  it  taallrhofey 
SiC'fio  pfopofe  to  fnake  a  vifit  of  curiolity,  (fim- 
ply  to  perform  the  tour  of  the  "Provinces  arid 
return,  Vtd  bring  over  as  Utile  luggage  as  pojfibtei 
iTs  every  trunk,  hot  "ohiy'cofts  neaHy  as  much- 

.  ^s  a  paflenge^f,  linit,  bti  account  df  the  almoft 
Vonltant  trShfitibns,  by  land  and  water,  m^kea 
iVexfceffiviify  troublefonie ;  and  the  porters 
aie  allbvi^ed  ks  rquch  for  cart-ying  half  il  fcbrfe 
^*ds  as  a  liiiTe^  I  wiH  not  take  (ipon  itie  tO' 
!&y,  hfiwfaF  toiick's  fixlhirtiJi^  iind  prd-vifidn:. 
aiy  ^dir  of  felreeches,  ra^^  iiifWcr  to  other  xr^^^ 
Velicf3'5 1)iitji?  I'atti  rifrfc  ^  Mfoa  •who  does 

',%bV  fquandef  his'''titfiiei*rnay  f^isfjr  gjKeral 
curiofity  very  fpeedrly;  fo  far  as  relates  to  tTiele 
iRroyinccs,.  Lftiould  think,  ai^ck  or  bag  mudc 
^qfplufli  or  cgjjpetting,^  ,an'4  Jfned  with  leather, 
IthowEt.itt  France  By  the,  name  of  ^fac  de  nuity 

ana 


>•   -•,  :-. 


nothing,  being  confidered  as  aii  ^bfoiutely  tffce/;^ 

fan  fart  of  the  faffenget^-'^x^t  do  extremely 

wcU.   -InSurAmer,  tfeafii-Whfe  ^*e  <Jefiroifs  te 

,'gei,;to^RotteDdam    4ihe  fl^a^r  exgecjitjoofly, 

..go  Jta  a,  place  ogpefi^^uRptfier^WTiir  ?H^fiFe  tji^ 
.crdfs'jiic  ferry,  ahiltdM-rttere^  Mi:a;i03t<)rt,/tito^; 


If'*  *■   f  f  '"''> 

^"  !/r-i.:.  :::  .       -AW:.,   i:-"/.;    -    ■•••      .-.     :  ..:;.  .■    • 

{,  ner  .before :  mc^twRftU ';  firft  ft)  jche  Brielle, 
.iapd  &(knitbcnc4:atjio^.%w^ler,  in  oneof  ihc 
;  fchu)to,,.wiuc!h  go»  every JVf onday.a»d  Friday ; 
.  4eftch:/paflfinger  oiUyJpayii:^  thictylftiycra,  (t}To 
JfeiUingsAnd  fixpence-ErigliflbJ  ^^  %  jaropor- 
tionate ^cc  for/tl\eir  ba^agc  . ;        j  r. : 

pr^  r-fliQuld^hcy  ijqtj  afrive  at  jthe  j^j^Jp,  ja 
,time£?x^He^«^/#^  f^ilii^g  ^ays,  a  y^n^te  J)op.t 
.  c^y  be  always. hixed  for  fix  giuildef;?>:agdfQflic 
ftivers^  and  jtcn  people  n? ay  go  iiiiti-btjj-whffa 
the  fchuyt  is  ordered,  always  have  the  precau^ 
^ioui.jp.^fce  it  as  for  ./tf»;  beoauft,  if  yoii  {z:!f 
fp^Q ,  ox  three,  and  /feoqld  •  afcerwards  wiih  to 
.iuj^gaitft.^^        fe^^nftuft.pay.fix.floriiis.      The 
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Dutch,  you  fee,  arc  very  ^xall  dealers;  you 
rnuft,  therefore, 

**  Speak  by  the  card^  or  eqoivccation  will  undo  yoa.  •' 

With  a  fair  wind,  you  arc  at  Rotterdam  in 
lefs  than  three  hours;  otherwife,  in  about  five. 
But,  as  there  are,  in  different  parts  of  the  year, 
obftrudions  to  this  mode,  fuch  as  high  feas, 
(waters  at  leaft)  ice,  &c.  &c.  and  you  are  ftill 
preffed  to  proceed ;  you  defire  the  landlord  of 
the  inn  at  the  BricUe,  to  tnkc  your  baggage  to 
the  heads^  from  whence  you  crofs  to  the  ferry- 
houfe  in  the  ifland.  When  you  are  half  over 
the  water  in  your  way  to  this  ferry-houfc,  if 
you  do  not  mean  to  walk  acrofs  the  ifland ;  (the 
fpace  exadly  of  a  league)  and  if  your  fervant 
cannot  carry  your  baggage;  you  requeft  the 
boatman  to  call  a  waggon,  which  is  generally 
got  ready  by  the  time  you  arrive,  and  for  your 
conveyance  in  which,  if  only  one  perfon,  you 
are  charged  eight  ftivcrs ;  more  in  proportion 
to  the  numbers.  Luggage  is  always  in  this 
country  a  feparate  article  remember, 

• 

You  will  be  ftruck  with  two  awkward  no- 
velties in  this  bufirtefs  of  eroding  the  water. 
— Thcjirfl:  is,  that  when  you  direcft  the  boat- 
man  to  order,  while  on  the  water,  a  waggon  to 
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go  over  the  ifland,  he  holds  up  a  m^p  as  a4ig-  - 
nal  to  the.  waggoner.  If  two  waggons  are 
wanted,  two  mops  are  hoi  (led,  and  fo  on  to 
any  number  of  perfons  in  the  boat,  which  will 
cirry  over  fifty  perfons ;  and  all  the  time  he  is 
-elevating  thefe  figns,  he  bawls  to  the  extent  of 
his  voice  till  his  breath  infills  upon  quarter.  I 
once  ventured  to  fuggeft,  that  a  trumpet,  or 
French-horn,  giving  as  many^  diftiniS:  voUies  as 
might  be  neceflary  to .  afccrtaift  the  number  of 
Waggons  wanted,  would  be  a  great  relief  to  hia; 
own  lungs,  and  to  the  ears  of  the  company ; 
but  this  hint  was  thrown  out  too  much  in  the 
fpirit  of  an  impatient  traveller,  and  before  I  had 
thoroughly  gleaned  the  Dutch  charadler,  which 

is  in  all  things  uncompliant, 

■>  '  • 

•*  Stul>born  in  wrong,  inflexible  in  right/* 

The  fecond  Gaucberie  is,  that  when  the  boat 
has  arrived  on  the  other  fide,  and  a  frefti  freight 
waits  its  return,  an  ugly  old  hamper  is  drawn 
up  to  a  lc)ng  pole  to  give  notice.  I  could  not 
help  thinkings  but  did  not  hazard  a  remark^ 
that  a. flag,  or  any  other  fimple  ;^  article  that 
qouid  be  diftinguiftied,  woulj^^^vc  a  better 
look-r-but  adherence  to  a  cuf^^Wn  is  fo  inve^ 
ierate  here,  that  I  am  perfuaded  thefe  mops 
and  balkets  would  not  have  been  yielded  fbr 

c  4  the 


thfeliilicn  Fi-Cneh-horn  in  the  I*ri»l<ffe*s  tiaiHJ,  ti6t 
tfifbeft  fJA'rf  6f  fedlodh  ii>  W4  driflits. 

....  ....  .  .  »       .        • 

Haying  croiTcd  the  ifland,  you  pafs  a  Tecond 
feriy  to  Maeflandfluice;  I  ought  prcvioufly  tq, 
have  told  you— as  no  circunrftancc  which  i^, 
cpnciliaiiory  in  this  part  of  your  tour  (whiclv 
is  certainly  th?   moft  difagre^ able)   Ihould  be 
forgotten,  thdt  there  is  a  very  gpod  poft-coach 
to  be  had,  which  will  take  four  pcrfons  at  the 
f)erfy*houfe — if  ypu   prefer  it  to  wsiJking,  op 
wagoning  it  over  the   ifland.   JVt  Maeflandr 
fluice,   (whiCih  is  a  very  la^Cj  iMit  prctfy  fifh-. 
ing  townj   you  will  fin4  .good*  accomtnoda^f 
tions,    en  pqffant,  at  the   Moreain^  or  Black« 
moors  Head,  from  whence  you  can  t^kc  youf 
route  in  fchuyt,  or  land  carriages,  tq  any  part 
pf  the  provinces. 

Ybu  ihay  tffepefiid  uj)bn  the  following  bdng 
tiie  exkd  oVcler  for  the  boats  xoDelfi^  whicK 
fi  your  fifft'fti^e,Vhe<her  ybu  go  to  the  Hague, 
Rbtterdait),-  ojr -any  other  ttliiCe;  and  as  witc*^ 
iriavellihg  is  by  fat  t^t  nioft  agrceablt  and  ttaw 
fdnable  'm«We  of  "riiakin^  ybut  cxiurfibn,  you 
*Hrt?robabIy'la(fept  it.  •  ■  THt  ftatcmeirt  ofthJs 


b1 


In 


O  t  £  A  N  I  K  G  $,    C^gy  %^ 

In  Suniw^,-0t  half  paft  five  in  the  ffioriwv 
ing — agaiii  at  e^ght — at  h^lf paft  eJevenpfajtfjpj^Q; 
in  the  afterj^oQUTT^ai  fojir,  aftd  ^t  fi^^ . 


• «     ■ 

'••  ..•••■•'.  •        ««    M     • 

In  the  Winter,  at  eight,  aad  ^t  t;w,elv^-7r-ifli 
the  evenipg,  at  one,  th^ec*  ^^nd  fiye.  Thf^ 
prices  to  each  paflTcnger  in  thj?  r(\qfx,  asjt  is  c^kd^. 
eight  it^ vcrs^  exclufi ve  of  iijgga^e^  . 


^    —    ^    .,•.  «'*'«^ 


Although  I  have  more  to  fay  of  thefe  Trccht* 
fchuyts  hereafter,  being  indebted  to  them  tor, 
fome  pi(£turefque  and  charafteriftick  GleaningSj^ 
I  will  here  obferve,  generally,  that  they  are 
large  paflage  boats,  drawn  by  one  horfe,  like 
pur  coal,  and  other  common  traffitk  bargdsV— 
They  are  divided  into  two  doifrlpartments,  the 
largeft  pf  which,  of  inferior  price,  as  of  infe- 
rior accomn)odation,  is  for  all  forts  of  ipaflenv 
gers,  of  which  each  boat  will  hold  from  50  to^ 

70-perfpas,  -allowing,  even  for  tlie  tremendoug 
jxowzers  of  the  nicn,  and  the  prjepofterous  pet- 
ticoats of  the  women;  The  fecoftd  divifion  k 
Appropriate  to  whoever  choofes  tapay  accord^ 
ingly?  .It  will  hold  .from  fix.to  ei^ht  peopiq 
'with .  eafe-T-but  as  .the  admifllipi),.  of  a,  ii.ngic 
Dutchman  would  nil  it  with  fmoKe./a  pipe  be* 
j^ijg^Iw^ys  fuppofcd  welconxc,  infomu^ 
^  ^^  'Im  miftp^  i?  ^^ii^moytth,  an. 


fwcring  to'  Love  me  love  my  dog  in.  our  couhtiy) 
iV  win  be  always  the  fafeft  way  t^  hire  the  roof^ 
that  is  the  whole  cabin~far  which  yon  apply  to 
the  CommiflTary^  who  lets  it  to  you^  if  not  taken, 
ftjt  an  expehoc  well  worth  incurring,  till  you  are 
t!ioroughlyy;;y^i:^-^/>rf— which,  if  you  become, 
a^  I  aim,  a  refidentiary  traveller,  you  will  foon 
be,  and  no  more  regard  a  whifF  of  tobacco  (hot 
at  you  than  a  fea-brceze.  The  force  of  habit  is 
omnipotent;  and  it  was  from  a  thorough  know. 
ledge  of  its  power  that  Shakfpeare  made  Othello 
fay, 

"  Cafton)«  moil  grave  (eigneun* 
««  Has  made  my  flinty  and  (leel  couch  of  war 
•*  A  thrice-driven  bed  of  down. 

You  remember,  I  dare  fay,  the  ftory  men- 
tioned by  Dr.  Plot,  and  retailed  by  the  Spe<9a- 
tor,  of  an  ideot,  who  chancing  to  live  within 

found  of  a  clock,  and  always  amufing  himfelf 
with  counting  the  hour  of  the  day,  whenever 
the  clock  ftruck;  but  this  inftrument  of  his  en- 
tertaihiment  being  fpoiled  by  feme  accident, 
the  ideot  continued  to  ftrike,  and  count  the 
hour,  without  the  help  of  it,  in  the  fame  man- 
rier  he  had  dphe  when  it  Was  entire.  And  B^c^6^ 
obferves,  In  Tijs  Natural  PHilofophy,  that  our 
tafte  IS  hcvir* tetter' pleafcd  thaft  Svith  tfiToft 

things. 


tliingi;:  which' at  firft  created  ourdifguft 
mark  which  Mr.  AddifonilluftraDes  by.  inform- 
ing us;  that  one  of  the  greatcil  geniufcs  this 
age  faa^  produced,  (and  who  had  been  trained 
up  in, all  the  polite  ihidies-  of  antiquity)^  upon 
his  being  obliged  to  fearch  into  fcveral  rolls  and 
recotdsi'ccbnfcffed,    notwithftanding  fuch  aa 
cmpioyroent  was  at  firft  very  dry  and  irkfomc 
to  himi  iic  atlaft  took  an  incredible  picafurc 
in  it;  and  pEeferrcd  it  even  to  tlie  reading  of 
Virgil  and*  Giccro. 

. . .     .    .  .   .  .  » , 

Nbw,  though  I  cannot  fuppofe  this  mecha- 
nical efFedt  can  render  the  violent  fumes  of  to* 
bacco  half  To  agreeable  fi3  a  difli  of  tea  qr  coffee, 
taken  in  unobftrufted  air^rwere  you  even  to  fit 
enveloped  in  a  Dutch  boat  till  you  wereblack- 
ened  and'  feafoned  likea  ham  upon  a  hook  in  a 
kitchfcn  fchimhey,  I  haVc  not. a  doubt,;  but  a  lit- 
tie  time  will.  recoacHe^ybu  6)  bear,  and  fcarcely 
to  notice,  this  really  univerfal  praftice  in  Hoi-  m 
land,  and  in  Germany::  ": Brats  of  «ight  or  nine 
years  old  wilfl:ake  out  tbeir  pipes  with*  much 
formality,  and  whiff  it  ofut.in;':afcw  minutes. 
In  -  the  great  dcpaiUnrjc^t  6f  fkc  boat,  ^  fifty^atc 
fitting-  dtt-  Oppofite  benches,'  their  pipes  al- 
'nioft  touchiljg  each  other,  and  puffing  velHcs  of 
frookc^  from  their  ^mbuthfiT  and  ndftrifs;  as  if 

they 


4.-    . 


-thrv-wiipe  in  the  midft  6f  "ftn.-eixgagcmcnt  at 
<lofc  quarters*    In  the  cofFee-houfer  of  Rotter^ 
^atni-  lAimflerckni,  and  the  other  great  toyv^ns,. 
.x)r.  cities^  uhere  it  is  cjuft(;)np^ry  for  the'  mer- 
chants 4xd  meet  be  fore,  and  after  chantje,!:  there 
^'e  fomdiknes   five  hundi'ed  f2i>okfrs^  -  at.  dmre ; 
afrndftl  the  cloufly  atmofphercof -wbonjj'jJ^.wJio 
'^uhdiit>al:moft  fufibcfttHDg^.aiTunitlatedta  it;fo 
^^olecably'by  the  force  of  habit,  -that,  thou^'I 
\  feel ienre  I  icoubd  go  thxough  a  ftrecD  pn  tfire  fooner 
than  (hioke a  fingle  pipe,  I.-wrote-dnt  fomeof 
my  pleafanteft  gleanings  in  the  midft  of  the 

« 

fmokAri. 

m,  1  ' 

....  •      ■  •■'''. 

Not, '  fcoweveqf^  to  f  oft 'th^^flc  6F  bei iig  ^yer- 
iwhelm«d  all  at  once>-  imifce  youjrfelf  -mafter 
of  theroef,  if  polfible-^-and,  if -not  poffible, 
peradf^0n«ure  a  pipe  or'«wb  fhould  be  levelled 
at  you,  think  ^f  the  ideot  and  his  block,  and 

the  philofopher  witb  b}s  rbids-aadir^ords. 

'.   ■  "      ■      .         

In')fhprt,  think  df  any  thing  but  fuppcfing 

.  (whatever  be  ypurjahfeand  ftatito,  tharader, 

.iQt&it^^  great  man^  rx)ri.ciren  a  bcigtutiSirl  wo- 

%fBan}rt  think  not,  I-  fayi^^itmuq  I)uc<Am»rH— un- 

.jCrav^iled-rwiU  <;eafe  leVel,4i<^rat  y oar»  eye^.and 

jio^]t4l  he  has  fliot  the  qoiitents  of  his  moutli- 

.gVin  (Mil  at  you.   And  th^n— ;b*nk  Qgd  !-r-yes, 

?  (hank 
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ihaiA  God  that  you  are,  (by  the  way  your  boat 
has  made^  iiftce  ihztfirji  pipe  was  fmoking)  fb 
much  nearer  the  end  of  your  ftage— for  every 
fmoker  is  fupplied  with  a  ftove*  and  generally 
an  enormous  box  of  ammunition,  and  fills  and 
empties  with  almofl  as  much  dexterity,  and 
more  perfeverance,  than  a  foldier  charges  and 
fires. 

Not  thata  Dutchman  wants  good  manners  or 
civility,  but  that  his  whole  family,  and  all  his 
connexions,  male  and  female,  arc  fo  entirely  iti 
the  habit  of  this  praftice,  that  it  never  enters  into 
his  imagiujation  it  can  be  ofFenfive  to  any  body 
elfe.  Indeed  the  offer  of  a  pipe  is  as  common  a 
mark  of  courtefy  in  this  country,  as  the  offer  of  a 
chair  in  our's  ;  and,  in  abfence  of  the  mafler^ 
the  miftrcfs  of  the  houfe  prefents  it  as  an  in- 
trodudion  to  hofpitality.  You  are  not,  ^how^ 
^ver,  to  judge  from  hence,  that  in  the  polite 
hoiifes  this  cuftom  equally  prevails  :  there  are^ 
no  fet  of  people  who  condudi:  an  entertainment 
with  more  good  breeding,  if  you  allow  for  a 
few  pomps  and  ceremonies,  .(iicli  as  Ifhall  have 
occalion  to  mention  as  we  pafs  on.. 

At  prefqnt  we  muft  return  to  our  Trechtfchuyt/ 

put  of  the  cabin  of  which,  if  you  are  a  rapid 

vpJ^'  It-  C  7  traveller^ 


30  aLiAVXKGSy  &r. 

trtveUcr,  you  will,  perhaps,  think  I  have  de* 
tailed  you  with  matter  irrelevant  to  neceflary 
fubjcAs,  unfcafonably  long.  Yet  this  will  be 
a  little  ungrateful  in  you  too,  becaufe  I  havi 
been  at  fome  pains  to  fortify  you  againft  fire 
dnd  fmoke,  and  arm  you,  cap«a^pce,  for 
the  day  of  battle  f  and.  have,  moreover,  been  a 
mere  matter  of  fa£l  gleaner^  intent  only  in  brings 
ing  you  forward,  at  the  leaft  charge  and  incon-» 
venience — not  to  lay  any  ftrefs  on  my  exam^ 
pies  from'  the  Speftitor.  And  to  fall  out  with 
meby  the  w^y,  for  interweaving  a  few  remarks 
tin  cuftonis  and  ideas,  that  if  you  do  not  flay 
lohg  eno\3gh  with  the  natives,  you  may  never 
Icnow,  would  fee  churiilh  indeed  to  a  guide  fo 
friendly.    - 


.  J 


I  have  prepared  you  agfainft  the  word,  but 
I  will  rather  fuppofe  you  are  lucky  enough  to 
meet  the.  bcft>  by  hire  of  the  roof,  and  that  you 
arefole  monarch,  for  the  time  being,  of  that 
fnug  little  apartment,  which  moves  upon  the 
face  of  the  waters,  without  your  being  fenlible 
of  thd  motion,  permitting  you  to,  feel  yourfelf 
as  if  in  oneof.your  fraall  parlours,  or  cabinets, 
at  home  :  and  giving  equal  freedom  to  think, 
read,  talk^  write,  or  work,  or  even  repair  your 
drefs,  if  it  is  deranged ;  for.  this  gliding  room 
6  which 


GL  EANIKCS^    (^C^  Jl 

wMch  M  octifcmely  clean/  well  laihcd,  ind 
cufliioned)  is  |)rovided  with  a  table>  lookii^^ 
glaft,  and  every  other  convenience  :«^ifyotr 
wifli  to  take  Avine,  you  are  Cupplied  with  gob-»i 
lets  and  glaffcs— if  tea  or  coffee,  the  cup8;^uii« 
cers,  and  warm  watery  like  £dwy'$ 
Banquet/  '      :  -. 


**  Come  with  a  wifii, 

"  And  with  a  With  fctiK.** 


^ I  >■ 


*      »  -      w 


.  This,  without  all  doubt^  is,  in  Suntfrhef,  the 

moft  agree^^ble  method  of  making  the  tour  of 
the  Provinces,  as  it  not  only  affords  you  an  op- 
portunity of  furveying  the  moft  beautiful  villas, 
gardens,  and  pleafurc-grounds,  (moft  of  thefe 
being  near  the  banks  of  the  canals)  as,  like- 
wife  of  the  voluptuoui^piftures,  and  of  the  fine 
herds  that  igra^e  on  them ;  but  of  ftarying  any 
numb^of'Tioiirs,  or  disiys,  you  choofejn  the 
'  townsi  citieSy  or  villages,  that  moft  pleafe  youi 
with  the  advantage  of  (juitting  one  refting*Q)0t 
for  atiothet  aimoft  eVcry  Hcnir  of  the  day. 


At  entering  each  town  of  deftination,  youif 
luggfige  is  comi^itted  to  the  care  of  oije  of  the 
porter  mdi*  dr  womieii,  %r"t1ie  inti,  i^  you  dfefire 
f o^ftop^tq  the  Cbmmiflanr/ihoilld  it  bfe  ybuf 

dcfire 


<|Klttfivudcl<'ttfa^  fooh.  afoet  your  raafriyU  at  (Oau 

tiitilt  y^^  sire  qcrnirxietBUTe^  by  any  wheedling 
4ttfitU«t<l>  ^ndej&  att  your  owiv  optiloni .  In  i 
/||ittrd,  ct^paflage  bo^ts  Eere  form  aefapinyof 
•which  each  fchuyt  is  a  link^  by  m  hofe  connexion 
with  the  reft,  you  make^with  as  little  trouble  aa 
poffible^  the  circuit  of  the  Proviiiccs* 

A,t;  Xh\(t;  for  inflaaqc,  where  I  will  now  fiip^ 
pplji^ .  you  Janded^  there  are  fchjuyts,  which 
car^y,  yw  to  Rotterdam,  by  one  canjlj  to 
tjive .  i^I^igue,  by  another.  That  to,  Rptierdam 
fti;s- off  every  hour  in  thcSunmier^  nearly  from 

fimrifQ,  itill  long  affef  funfetting;  and  i^i  Win-* 
i^ffrQm  eight  in  the  morning  to.fevca  o'clpcl^ 
ftt.nigbi ;  in  the  roof,  the  pri^e  iseightftiyersj 
*«,tbe  other  part  fivp; j--r. boxes.  pn4  ^fmk^» 
ijpjf  If  as;  much  .as  y^urfelf.  if  ypur  deftination 
IHRf;ll«,.|j^*ie»  ther«  ^?.^,h!artue  goes  ewRr .h^lf 
hour  (u^ijie  >^inpj^  ^nd  its  ^tiqg.Jji.  an- 
nounced here,  as  clfewhere,  by  the  tingling  of 

^.nV  \nc'jn.:'.."J    lo  nv.-.*   '  •.      ••:;.■.- 

*     *  »■  f  )  •  •  •  ■ 

aj.^lft,  a  harque  that  goes  every  day  at  three 

in 


in  the  afternoon,  during  the  Simimfch/ahd  ar- 
rives 'it  half  paft  fix  the  next  moi^riing.  In 
winter — January  and  February,  at  leaff^-^they 
fct  off  only  three  timeiS^n  the  week, '  Mbndayii, 
Wednefdaysi  and  'Fridays ;  returning  alfo.  Oft 
the  fame  days  from  Amfterdani.  Thefebarquek 
are  vtry  commodious;  take  lai*ge  ^relights  of 
gbods  for  the  ttadefmen ;- 4iaVe  an  excellent 
tabin,  in  which  are  good  bfeds,  where  yoa 
fleep  as  in  your  own  chamber ;  and  the  expencfe 
is  only  three  guilders  three  ftivers  each  peri- 
fon.  If  you  take  the  whole  roof,  which  ac- 
commodates fix.perfons  and  fix  beds^  fifteea 
guilders  muft  bepaidi  and  fifteen  ftivers  ;   but, 

if  the  captain  IS  ndt  excluded,  the  price  is 
only  twelve  guildeirs  tWelve  ftiveris ;  fome^* 
thing  more  than  the  ufiial  charge  of  t  guinea.   ^-'A .  t ..  y 

Taking  with  you -a  bafket  of  ptoVifiort,  and 
a  bottlie  or  two  of  wine,  thiii  Is  iah  excellent 
way  of  getting  to  the  capital  of  Holland^  if  yoii 
can  reconcile  yourfelf  to  paffing  by  nigbf,  fome 
of  the  intermediate  ornaments  and  labours  of 
the  country.  You  fave,  however,  the  trouble 
of  paffing  from  fchuyt  to  fchuyt,  and  fliifting 
luggage,  as  by  Leyden^  Haerlem,  &c<  but  then 
again,  you  mifs  the  furvey  of  thpfe  beautiful 
towns,  unlefs  you  take  them  on  your  return. 
Vol..  II.  D  Thusi, 


^4  C.^  JJ  A  N  I  N  G  S^    t^C4 

Thus,  Identic  traveller^  having  conduced 
you  to  Delft,:. which  is  a  centrical  point  in  th« 
jTevcn  Provinces,  I  might  confidcr  the  dues  of 
urbanity  and  compatriotifm  fairly  pcrfttrmcdw 
and  leave  you. to  yojurfclf,  tvijihing,  that  H^hat^ 
ever  be  your  trad:^  fatisfadiion  may  be  the 
refult.  But  before  we  part,  I  have  other  Icrviceir 
xo  render  you : — the  firft  of  which  ihall.  be  to 
fet  you  right,  with  refped.tothe  money  of  the 
country ;  a  tafk  which  has  aot  yet  been  ac« 
curately  performed. 

This,  however,  muft  be  the  obje<5l  of  another 
letter.  The  prefent  has  carried  you  over  fo 
many  difficulties,  I  think  you  will  readiijr 
allow  me  a  refpite;  and,  pofltbty,  if  yoq  really 
happen  to  hav^  encountered'  them  on  the  day 
you  perufe  this  advice,  you  may  be  glad  of  a 
Jittle  repofe  yourfelf;  forofall  kinds  of  fjltiguc, 
that  wh^ch  is.  attendant  on  the  .eager  purfiiii  of 
pleafure,  wearies  us  the  moft^ 
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LETTER    XXIX. 


•tottit  saMb. 


In  the  dtfctiptian  6f  th*  tfilKrerit  mb^ 
nies  ufed  in  the  United  States,  I  propofe  as 
nearly  as  poffible,  to  give  yoa  an  eftimatfi  0f 
theii'  va!tft  iA  ErigKfc  Currency. 

SI  LYE  R     CO  lUi. 

ji  Doyti    Is  about  half  a  farthing*      ; 

J  Stiver.  Soii>et"hing  more  tHaii.  a  p^nny 
iSLtfAY.  ^V6i  inftancc,  twelve  ftivers  aire  equal 
to  a  lhilling'2  at  niarty  places^  howdvcr,  they 
will  not  give  more  than  ten  ftivers  for  a  fliilling; 
thdr^fdrt,  tfre  lefs  a  perfori  brings  df  fflvcr 
coin  f^ih  England  the  fciitter.  A  ftiver^  is  a' 
little  piece  of  the  lize  of  a  filver  penny  ^' tut  i» 
of  bafe  metal. 

•       •  •    • 

Dubbeltje.  This  filver  coin,  of  the  fame 
metal,  is  exadlly  doiible  the  value,  and  is  ex- 
trtfniely  handy  in  fmall  change*  I,  diereforc^ 
recominend  the  traveller  to  get  about  fiVe  ifhil- 
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lings  of  change  in  thcfc  two  ftivcf  pitcti^ 
to  pay  ferries^  poftage^  and  other  trifling 
charges. 

Five  Stiver  Piece,  or  garter  Guelder.  Of  the 
fame  imprellion  as  the  guilder ;  but  very  rare. 
You  mud  occafionally^  however^  meet  with  it* 

A  Zejibalven,  or  five  Stivers  and  four  Doyts^ 
Is  a  piece'df  bafe  metal^  and  equal  to  an  £ng«- 
lifh  fixpcnce  in  value.  The  more  of  thefe  you 
can  get  the  better ;  becaufe  the  precife  value 
being  known,  you  can  better  judge  of  what 
you  are  paying  in  your  little  bargains,  the 
fettling  which  is  very  embarrafling  at  firft. 
The  zefthalven  is  alfo  very  handy  in  fettling 
for  bsiggage,  water  carriage,  &c.  &c. 

Scbellingen.  This  is  of  various  forts,  fome 
the  fame  as  the  zeflhalveni  but  with  a  little 
ftar  ftartipt  on  it:  if  not  larger,  in  which  cafe, 
the  fize  determines  the  value ;  others  have  a 
Ihip  on  them.     They  are  of  tolerable  filver* 

Six  Stiver  and  one^half  Piece  *  Is  a  filver 
piece,  a  little  larger  than  an  Englifti  lixpence^ 
and  the  eiglit  part  of  a  rix  dolder. 


■^  w 
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Eight  Stiver  Piece.  A  larger  and  thinner 
piece  than  a  fchellingen  j  not  often  paid  you, 
but  now  and  then  falls  in  your  way. 

7V»  Stiver  Piece.  A  filver  coin,  very  fcarcc, 
value  hs^lf  a  guilder. 

Twelve  and  one4)alf  StiverPi^te.  Not  inuch 
in  currency, 

Thirteen  Stiver  Piece.  Thi?  is  a  coin  of  Zea-^ 
land,  and  much  in  ufe. 

Twenty  Stiver  Piece,  called  a  Guilder,  or  Florin- 
Silver,  and  the  true  coin  of  Holland;  and  a 
great  pity  it  is,  that  the  confufed  filver  cur- 
rency of  the  Republic  was  not  regulated  by 
this  piece  of  twenty,  anp  ther  of  ten,  mid  a^o^ 
ther  of  five  Hi  vers  ;  but  one  may  as  well  ex- 
pedl  they  would  banifh  money  altogether,  ai; 
that  they  will  ent^  into  fuch  a  reform, 

Twenty^five  Stiver  Piecei  Is  filver  and  half 
a  rix  dolder, 

Twenty-^fm  Stiver  Piece.  This,  afcertains 
jtfclf. 
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Twenty^-eigbf  Stiver  Piece.  Of  this  there 
are  feveral  forts;  it  is  Holland  currency;  wjiejfi 
you  receive  a  fyni  in  this  coin,  which  is  frc-^ 
quent  enough,  they  generally  pay  you  five  in  a 
lotj  which  rnakes  feven  guilders  each  lot. 

thirty  Stiver  Piece.  This  is  the  piece  called 
t|ip  Dolder,  is  Dutch  currency^  value  abput 
half  a  crown  Englifli,  and  of  equal  fijc^ 
there  are  various  forts. 

Thirty --one  Stiver  and  onerbalf  Piece.  H^lf 
a  ducatoon,  and  fo  called ;  but  you  will  noc 
meet  it  often. 

^orty  Stivfir  Piece ^  ox  ^Vf(^  Quitter  Piic(.  Not 
£9;n(nQn. 

l^ifty  Stiver,  Piece.  The  old  rix  doldef  5  no( 
liked,  and  not  much  ufed. 

Fifty-'two  Stiver  Piece.  This  is  the  modern 
rix  49^der,  extremely  current,  an^  what  you 
will  receive  in  the  payment  of  a\mpft  cye^y 
guinea.  But  as  they  will  not  pafs  current  in 
/^mfterdam,  and  foip.e  other  places,  for  more 
than  fifty,  pr  fifty^one  ftiverSj^  you  Ihoyld  avoid 

having^ 


having  too  many  of  them.    In  Zealand,  they 
will  fetch  fiftyrtKrec.    .  .  .  -^ 

N^  B.  The  btft  filycr  money  is  the.guildcr, 
pr  twenty  ftiver  piece, 

Sixty-'Stiver  Piece.  Called, a  three  guilder 
piece,  very  much  in  ufc. 

Sixty -^three  Stiver  PieeCy  orDucatoon.  Made' 
at  the  time  the  Spaniards  got  footing  in  this 
country. 

GOiD    COINS, 

A  Ducat.  This  is  of  admirable  gold,  and 
of  great  fervice  to  a  traveller;  but  fometimes 
fcarce  and  bought  at  difadvantage.  Its  cur- 
rency is  univerfal;  the  general  value  five 
guilders,  five  ftivers  j  but  being  of  the  pureft 
gold,  is  caught  at  eagerly  by  the  Jews,  and 
not  to  be  got  back  out  of  their  hands,  or  even 
the  banker's,  without  paying' them  two  or  three 
ftivers  profit  on  each  ducat.  But  though  this 
appears  an  impofition,  when  you  get  beyond  the 
Provinces,  into  Germany,  Pruflia,  &c.  they 
iftcre^e  fo  much  in  value,  that  your  general 

p  4  portable 
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portable  cafh  had  better- be  in  this  coin,  which 
|s  ilerling  in  value,  and  light  of  carriage. 

JPouble.  Ducat.      Is  ten  guilders   ten  ftiven. 

^ider.     Fourteen  guilders* 

Half  Rider.  Seven  guilders;  all  thefc  arc^ 
^urrent,  without  any  drawbacks,  through  the 
y^ovinces, 
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/ 


fSLIANINCfS^   &r« 


LETTER    XXX. 


JO    THE    S^ME. 


I  WILL  employ  this  letter  on  a  fubjeft 
which  can  fca^cely  be  comprehended  under  the 
article  Gleanings,  becaufc  I  do  not  remember 
to  have  feen  a  fylbble  faid  upon  it  by  any 
tourift,  trippift,  or  traveller,  whatfoever; 
though,  from  experience^  I  am  convinced,  as 
muft  every  one  who  has  been  on  this  part  of 
the  continent,  it  is  o;ie  of  th^  moft  neceflary 
to  be  difcuffed,  and  for  every  ftranger  to  be 
prepared  in.  I  allude  to  the  fimilarit^  of  the 
Englifti  and  Dutch  languages,  and  the  ufe  of 
being  fupplied  with  a  few  queftions  and  an- 
fwers  in  the  latter  for  daily  exercife,  which, 
in  fonie  partjs  of  Germany,  and  even  of  Hol- 
land, is  as  neceflary  to  a  ftranger  as  his  daily 
bread.  It  is  impoflible  not  to  perceive,  almoft 
immediately,  not  even  to  yj?W  the  general  re- 
femblance  of  the  Low  Dutch  and  the  EngUih. 

The  words,  in  any  language,  which  a  tra- 
yeller  picks  up,  and  tries  to  get  a  knowledge 
pjf^  are^  of  courfe,  thofe  which  enable  him  to 

afk 
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aflc  for  the  ncccflaries  of  life,  and  amongft 
thefe  he  will  find,  when  his  ear  is  a  little  ac- 
cuftoitied  to  the  difference  of  accent,  fo  great 
a  fimilitude  betwixt  the  words  which  are  ufcd 
at  home  and  abroad  (I  include  Germany  ii\ 
this  remark)  that  he  will  foon  undefftand  the 
general /«4/^5  pf  converfation  amongft  the  na- 
tives ;  and  if  he  mixes  with  them  in  their  or-,. 
dinary  focieties  2^  (hort  timp^  will  be  ^ble  to 
take  hifi  fhare  in  them.  There  is,  indeed, 
fcarce  a  fentenee  in  which  the  manqfadurers  of 
langyage,  whether  Dutch  or  Englifh,  have  not 
borrowed  from  one  another.  The  rights  of 
etymology  it  is  not  my  place  to  fettle.  Suffice 
it  to  obferve  to  you,  that  in  taking  the  circuit 
of  Holland  or  Germany,  an  Eogliftiman  muft 
l^eturn  fatisfied  that  there  cxifts  a'  very  great 
degree  of  verbal  refeipblance, — Certain  wordsi 
indeed,  fo  approximate,  even  in  pronoun- 
ciation,  efpecially  in  Freezland^  that  they  have 
^  provefb  in  thj^t  country^  which  purports^ 

M  Good  bread  and  good  cheefe, 
^'  If  good  Eoglilh  and  good  freeze;" 

of  which  truth,  though  told  in  rhyme,  I  fliall. 
\n  its  place^  prefent  ypu  with  a  pleafant  ex-* 
iinopl?. 
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Tha  refult  of  a  great  deal  of  obfervation 

.  jhen  is,  that  fuch  of  my  countiymen  as  poflefs 

a  vagrjint  fpirit,  and  who  meditate  the  tour 

of  Northern  Europe,  would  da  well  to  equip 

thcmfclves   with  a  few   queftion  and  anfwer 

phrazes,  peculiar  to  the  country  or  province 

they  intend  to  traverfe  or  to  refide  in :  for^ 

although  d  common  knowledge  of  the  French 

language  is  certainly  a  very  ufcful  and  general 

pairport  through  all  parts  of  cultivated  Europe ; 

iind  is  fpolten  much  more  amongft  all  ranks  of 

'  people  in  other  countries^  than  in  our's,  it  is,  as 

I  have  foundi'  by  no  means  univerfal  enough  to 

guard  you    againft    very  uncouth   accidents  j 

(incc  there  are  very  many  fmall,  and  even  great, 

towns,   both  in  Holland,    Prullia,  and   other 

parts  of  Germany,  well  worth  being  vifited^ 

where,  if  a  ftranger  had  not  leifure  to  go  in 

fearch  of  fomebody  who  could  fpeak  French, 

pr  fhould  not  be  fortunate  enough  to  take  up 

his  lodging  at  a  public  table,  (table  d'hote)  h? 

would  experience  great  inconvenience, 

« 

In  one  of  the  largeft  and  bcfl:  inns,  for  ex- 
fimple,  in  the  circle  of  Wcftphalia,  even  in  its 
capital  (Cleves,  concerning  which,  I  (hall,  in 
due  timCj^  expatiate)  had  I  not,  during  my  firjl 
reiidejnce  in  Holland,  picked  up 'a  little  of 

fomething 


44  GLEANINGS,     (^cl 

fomething  like  Dutch,  I  might  as  well  have 
been  thrown  upon  Robinfon  Crufoc's  ifland^ 
;ifrer  it  was  evacuated.  Not  a  creature  in  the 
houfe,  filled  as  it  was  with  fervants^  could 
fpeak  either  French  or  Englifti,  and  for  the 
£r(l  day  or  two  after  my  arrival,  notwithfland^ 
ing  the  little  mongrel  Dutch  with  which  I 
was  fortified,  as  neither  the  mailer  nor  hig 
fervants  were  ingenious  enough  to  make  tWQ 
or  three  ill  pronounce^  words  into  an  intellU 
gible  fentence  (although  ^  Frenchman  would 
^ave  interpreted  the  worft  French  I  could  have 
made  ufe  of,  and  accommodated  mc  at  ba(f 
a  word}  my  entertainment  was  in  pantomime^ 
and  was  amufing  enough,^fter  a  few  rchearfalst 

This  little  exfcmporoqcous  drama  was  fup- 
ported,  indeed,  by  a  very  few  charaders,  the 
principal  of  which  were  myfelf  and  an  honeft 
Swifs  boy^  appointed  to  attend  n^e,  and  who, 
feally,  hs^d  all  the  good-humoured  foolery,  and 
whimfical  trick  of  a  fcaramouch.  When  J 
wifhed  for  breakfaft,  dinner,  or  fupper,  I  open- 
ed ipy  mputh,  then  fhut  it,  then  opened  it 
again,  putting  my  finger  backward  and  for-. 
ward,  to  imitate  the  adion  of  eating.  When 
I  wifhed  for  drink,  I  held  up  my  head,  and 
feenied  (^l^fs  in  hand)  to  be  pouring  it§  coik-x 
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tents  down  my  throat.  The  Swifs  boy  incon- 
tinently did  the  fanje,  nodded  his  head,  and 
went  laughing  down  ftairs ;  very  foon  fliewing^ 
he  underftood  me.  Every  thing  elfe  that  t 
wanted  was  exprefled  in  dumb  fhew,  which  fo 
amufed  the  Swifs,  that  I  fufped  he  was^  mucif 
difappointed  when  this  mode  of  communi- 
cating broke  off.  Thus,  as  I  could  not  **  fuit 
the  word  to  the  aftion/*  I  fubftituted  the  ac- 
tion/(?r  the  word.  We  certainly  might  have 
gone  on  in  this  manner  for  a  twelvemonth,  and 
I  Ihould  have  been  well  ferved  ;  iHuftrating 
all  the  time  the  Roman's  aftertion,  that  the 
three  grand  principles  and  powers  of  oratory^ 
confift  in  a<5i:ion ;  but,  as  Gay's  monkey,  who 
was  alfo  a  traveller,  and  had  made  the  grand 
tour,  and  was  as  eloqi^ent  on  fuch  occafions, 
doiibtlefs,  as  cither  me  or  my  young  Swifs,  I 
niuft  own  I  felt  myfelf  rather  ambitious  to 
make  ufe  again  of  that  faculty,  of  which,  with 
all  his  ingenuity,  the  moft  accomplifhed  pug 
is  a  poor  imitator ;  and,  moreover,  I  muft  re- 
peat, that  my  fcaramouch  would  not  un- 
derftand  many  exprcflions,  on  purpofe  that  he 
might  prolong  the  pantomime. 

.  Some  days  after,  changing  my  abode  to  an 
hotel,  where  I   found  a  good  Saile  d*bo/fy  I 

amufej 
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amufed  the  company  with  this  fccnc,  ^nd  ail . 
Englifh  gentlenrKin  prcfcnt  informed  mc,  that- 
in  North  Holland  he  was  put  \try  often  to 
the  like  difficulty,  fmoothed  only  by  the  like 
means :  to  prevent  which,  in  future,^  he  had 
thought  of  an  expedient,  which  was,  on  hia 
return  to  Amfterdam,  to  form  fuch  queflions 
and  anfwers,  as  were  hourly  occurring,  rela^ 
live  to  culinary,  chamber,  and  other  domeftic 
matters,  and  to  get  them  put  not  only  into 
good,  but  to  bad  Dutch  1  that  is  to  fay»  . 
firft,  as  proprr'ly  fpclled  ;  fecondly,  as  pro- 
nounced without  any  attention  to  the /pelfin^% 
thereby  preparing  himfclf  as  well  for  thole 
who  could  NOT  read,  as  for  thofc  who  coufd.  He 
added,  that  his  buiinefs  calling  him  into  fc-^ 
veral  of  the  fame  towns  about  a  fortnight  af-* 
ter,  he  took  no  guide  but  his  new-made 
tablets,  refolved  to  try  their  ufc,  and  went 
through  the  very  places  at  which  he  had  be- 
fore been  embarraffed,  perfecflly  at  his  eaife, 
creating,  by  the  way,  a  great  deal  of  harmlcfs 
merriment  amongft  the  people  with  whom  he 
communicated,  particularly  in  one  family  (the 
matter  of  whom  had  been  churlilh  in  the 
gentleman's  firft  vifit) :  It  was  a  fmall  inn,  kept 
by  a  'furly  purfe-proud  Dutchman,  who  had 
fe^d  (rudely,  but  not  without  point)  if  he  wai^ 

ta 
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Yd-  fiod  iattgmige:^  vn  wcH^  as  oriwr  drings^  her 
muft  cbar^  it  im  the  iili^ 

':nriie  gondvimii  had  not  £zigDt  this  rapid 
ftifoke  of  ])ut!cli>  traffic,  and  bjr  way  of  retaiia^ 
•tion^'  detmnined  to:  ^  ta  the  mair's  h6U(« 
A^in^  prepafied^  however^  with  this  finft  quef^ 
tioii  and  remarkr — ^**  iVillytm  anfi^er  me  now?'* 
I  fliall  point  tO'  what  I  want  of  you,  wichouc 
deigning  to. fpieak. to  you,  marking  the  article 
defired  by  very-  goodi  Dutch.  If  you  do  not 
anfwer  it  immediately,  I  Ihall  difcovcr  you  arc 
as  igftosailt  a&  you  were  infolent* . 
...  ■  » 

**  Now  it  really  happened,  (faid  the  gende- 
".man)  that  this  fellow  could  neither  write  o< 
**  read,  upon  which  I  burft  out  into  a  laugb  of 
•'  triumph;  and  after  expofing  him  to  a'  good 
V  deal  of  company,  who  happened  to  be  aC* 
"  fembled^  I  left  hisi  houfc^,  and^was  very  well 
**  undcrftcwd  in  another,  I  iufually  fpbrted 
*'  my  bad  Dutch,,  which  wa&  generally  com-« 
prehended,  and  where  it  was  not,  I  pointed 
to  mytiablets^  iii  which  might  be  read  the 
good  ;  and  am  convinced,  that  by  adop^ 
"  tion  of  the  fame  plan,  (accommodating  my 

"  queftions   to    different  languages)  I  could 
7>  "  make 
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•*  make  my  way  through  Europe  with  no  aftuai 
**  jfkillin  arr^f  language  but  my  own.*' 

I  was  much  taken  with  this  devife^  and^  al- 
though I  had  predetermined  to  pofTefs  myfelf 
with  enough  of  the  language  of  every  country* 
through  which  I  meaned  to  pafs^  to  expreft 
my  wants  and  wifhes^  and  to  flop  long  enough  at 
a  place  to  render  this  pradlicable,  (a  plan 
which  included  a  fufficient  refidence  to  glean, 
not  only  a  little  of  language,  but  a  great  deal 
of  the  manners,  and  of  the  cuftoms  of  thofe 
to  whom  fuch  language  was  natal — )  I  deter-^ 
mined,  likewife,  to  follow  up  this  gentleman's 
plan>  by  way  of  immediate f apply.  Accordingly, 
I  put  together  a  number  of  fuch  queilions  zi 
I  muft  afk,  the  replies  to  which  requii*ed,  in 
general,  nothing  Voore  than  obedience  to  the 
orders  they  implied,  and  I  found  it  of  fuch 
infinite  ufe,  that  I  ftrongly  recommend  others 
to  do  the  fame,  merely  as  a  fuccedaneum^  till 
they  can  make  fome  progrefs. 

Indeed,  I  confider  fome  knowledge  of  this 
kind  fo  eifential  to  common  comfort  and  ac- 
commodation, that  a  traveller  (hould  acquire 
it^fe  defendendo.  He  will,  otherwife,  find  himfelf^ 
like'^a  man  unarmed  in  the  field  of  battle,  ob^ 

noxious 
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noxious  to-  every  difguifed  and  every  open  nu 
tack  of  impoficion»  againft  an  enemy>  too^  ac- 
couter'd  at  all  pohlts  againft  his  pocket.  The 
countlefs  number  of  guides,  tours,  journeys. 
&c.  &c.  collected,  would  form  (fill  at  lead) 
a  library,  with  which  a  man  cannot  pollibly 
emigrate;,  and  I  am  really  aftoniftied,  that 
amongil  all  fuch  of  thefe,  as  have  fallen  under 
my  infpedlion,  there  has  not  been  one  traveller 
who  has  thought  it  worth  his  while  to  give  a 
lingle  dialogue,  in  common  interrogatory  and 
reply,  on  fubjecfls  that  are  as  neceflary  to  be 
alked,  and  anfwered,  as  it  is  to  do  thofe  offices 
to  which  they  lead,  viz.  eat,  drink,  and  fleep. 
Dialogues  of  this  kind  (or  rather  the  queftions 
and  anfwersthat  form  a  part  of  them)  may,  -it 
is  true,  be  found  fcattered  up  and  down  the 
different  grammars,  but  befides  that  the 
things  wanted  lie  too  widely  difpeirfed,  it  im- 
plies a  neceffity  of  taking  a  library  with  you, 
and,  after  that  is  done,  hunting  about  from 
page  to  page  for  the  thing  wanted,  inftead  of 
having  them  brought  together,  clofc  under 
your  eye,  and  within  compafs.  To  have  done 
this,  might  poffibly  deduft  from  the  dignity 
of  a  travel  writer,  but  wtould  add  importantly 
to  his  ufe.  It  fecms,  however,  to  be  a  tafk  very 
VOL.  ir.  E      ,  proper 
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proper  for  a  Gleaner  who  is  refervcd 

**  to  pick  up  the  itfufc  of  thofe  baroeft  fielJi/' 

the  lofty-minded  travellers  have  gone  over 
with  nobler  views :  namely,  to  conduft  their 
readers  to  pidlurcs,  palaces,  temples,  turrets, 
mountains,  and  other  pieces  of  magnificence  ; 
which,  after  all,  a  common  valet  de  place^  a 
fixpenny  catalogue,  or  the  perfons  appointed 
to  fhew  thefe  fine  fights— thefe  fupcrb  national 
lions ^  would  defcribc  full  as  well,  aflifted  by 
your  own  ocular  evidence  at  the  fame  timc« 
But  even  thefe  auguft  Journalifl:s  muft  confefis 
the  ufe  of  that  information  they  have  difdained 
to  beftow. 

Conformably,  therefore,  to  the  unafpiring 
humility  of  the  character  I  have  adopted  in 
this  work,  I  ftiall,  by  way  of  Appendix  in 
the  laft  volume,  before  I  bring  my  Gleanings 
to  a  final  clofe,  offer  a  <;ouple  of  colloquial  let-, 
ters,  confifting  of  Dutch,  German,  (that  is. 
Low  Dutch,  High  Dutch)  and  Englifh,  con- 
taining, neither  more  nor  lefs  than  a  fet  (feries) 
of  thofe  orders,  qiieftionSy  and  commands,  which 
every  traveller,  who  is  not  immortal,  and  I 
have  never  heard  of  any  preternatural  ones^ 
fince  the  cxcurfipn  of  Jupiter  ^i^d  Mercury  tp 

oia 


old-  Bati<^f  an^ '  PKhettiohl ;  rtfe"ft['*  gw,   aik; 
no.  iediviy  ty^tf  day;  an^'alMoft'  every  hoiic ' 
«if  hW  fife':  and  I  w?ll'take  care  to  place  them,' 
as?  ilfeariy  as  ■  polfibli,'  in'  fuch  diurnal  arrange- 
iricint,  beginning  with'  the  rifing;'and  finifhihg 
witli  -  thie  VepdfiHr  hour,   thict  It  ihUft  be  a 
ftranger's  own  fault  if  he  ftands  in  nee'd  of  thp 
di'diltl^y  c6mfdrts  or  convenibrtfcies :  becaufe^ 
if  rhei:«  is  a  bdftg  itl  the  hbufe "  Whcif e  he  fo- 
joui'rts,  who  can  rfeiaa,^' he  has' biit  to  point  to 
the  dbjtft  dfcfitedVaiiii'if  attainable,  to  get  it; 
cri*  ir  ftc  Ihdtrid'  iiieet  with  a.  whole  family  oi 
ignorants,  he  may  fdllbw  the  accented  rule  of 
properly  pronounced,,  ifit  hadly  fpelled,  prfler, 
qufcftkin,  cbmtharid,  &c^   whicfi'  will  be  put 
ifnfhiiiutely  beM  the  fame  quellion  inits  proper  , 
ofthd^pliy,;  and  his  own  eaV  ifiuft  bte  very 
defeoiive  if  He*  cannot  To  cxprefs  himfelf,  as  to 
liif  fliMcichtiy  u*hderfto6<^^^  which  is'thc  foleatni* 
or  this  very  humble  epdeavour  and  experimenf, 
th6'  good  efteA  of  wliich  I  have  tried  rnyfelf 
before  I   recomhierid   it   to  otliersl     Neither 
Vst  ttie*efudite  critic  frown  on  it.     Should  it, 
cvdr  be  his  fortune,  to  come  info  thofe  parts  of 
the  Continent,  armed  as  he  may  be  with  all 
the  facred  knowledge  of  the  ancient  worlds 
HXka  the  more  refined  graces  of  the  modenx 
due  (by  which,  I  would  be  underfiood  to  mean 

S3.  the 
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■  • 

the  polite  laogu^gcs  of  France  and  Italy)  I 
am  well  convinced^  even  he  would  relax  of  his 
lettered  gravity^  and  not  only  fmile.uppn^  but 
derive  great  Jbenefit  from  this,  certainly  doggrel 
and  whimfical,  mode  of  making  bhnfelf  in^ 
telligibUi  fjncc  all  the  wifdom  of  the  fathers 
could  not  effeft  it  half  fo  well.  Without, 
therefore,  maJdng  any  apologies  (what  has  been 
hitherto  faid  I  confider  as  ncceflary  explana- 
tions) for  a  good-natured  intention,  certainly 
not  very  amufing.  to  the  writer;  I  here  pro* 
mife  to  execute  it  (in  the  bed  manner  I  am 
able)  in  its  due  time  and  place. 

^  One  thing,  while  it  is  in  my  memory,  let 
me  warn,  you  about.  The  common  Dutch  inn- 
keepers,^  porters,  boatmen,  and  that  clafs  of 
people,  arc  as  great  gofHps  and  babillards  as 
any  in  France,  in  our  own  country,  or  in  any 
other  upon  the  earth,  and  will  talk ''  about  it  god- 
defs,  and  about  it,*'  oh  the  moft  infignificant 
occafions,  for  an  hour  together,  while  minutes 
might  fettle  all  they  can  have  to  fay  to,  or  to 
do  for,  you.  Never  therefore  feem  to  liften. 
Fix  to  your  point — point  to  your  order,  or 
your  queftion,  or  clfe  pronounce  it,  and  flick 
there— hold  him  to  it,  as  to  the  one  thing 
needful ;  and  if  he  flies  off  into  irrqlevancies, 
^  bring* 
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ln*ihg  him  back  to  the  point  hy  the  aid  of  the 
remark  I  will  put  into  your  iiloiith.  This 
will  fave  you  the  hearing  *'  an  infinite  deal  pif 
HOthing/'  and  fave  time,  as  well  ^s  patience, 
for  much  better  ufes. 


I. will  at  prefent  putan  end  to  this  very  ne- 
ceflary  fubjcifl:,  with  one  general  remaVk  on  the 
Dutch  language,  viz.  whena  perfon  fpeaks  very 
bad,  broadj'  andcoarfe  Englifti,  it  will,  for  tbjp 
moft  part,  (feven  Words  oiit  of  ten)  te  good, 
pure  Dutch.     But,  of  this,  the  proniiilciiations 
I  mean  to  fet  down  for  you  will'/ufficicntly  con- 
vince  you.  And  were  the  natives  to.fpeak  flow, 
(every  language  to  tipcrhn  ignotitit  of  it /eems 
to  be  fpoken  faft)  arf  Engliihman,  though  he  * 
might  be  at  fault  as  to  particular  words,  would 
he  aufaitSLS  to  the  general  topics  and  the  turn 
it  was  taking;  which  reminds   me  that  you 
will  derive  a  double  advantage  from,  my  Uttle 
vocabulary: — while   you  are  trying  to  make 
out  meanings  by  faljy  orthography,   you  will 
infenfibly  get  into  the  /r«^;  and  thus  accom- 
modate the  wants  of  the  prefent  and  future: 
with  which  encouraging  hint  we  will  rcleafc 
one  another  from  this  fchool-boy*s  cxercife^ 
gnd  get  to  fomething  more  entertaining  to  us 
|;)9;h;  for  you  cannot  fuppofe  thefe  fchooU 

?  3  maftei: 


pi^ftcr  kffons  Kye  b<;»  v^ry  cjcligfrt^  ^ 

jthcjr  author.  Wh?t  lytroji^i^e  ia  an^ 
ihall  ferve  as  a  pocket  cgmpftoipfi  rcfp^iSting 
fome  points  nc^clfary  to  .be  immpdiatdy  ki}owa 
to  the  traveller:  it  may  be  allr^ifficiptit  t^ JijC^ 
purpofe — ^which  aflurcdly  has  not  been  effeded 
by  any  guide,  trip^  pr  towr  hitherto  made  .pub- 
lic,   I  propo:(e;  fo  annci^.jt  ,tp  jpy  Glcfinii^s* 


i  1  • . « ■  I 


-^nd  rip^^  courteous  ftrangcr,  the  Scvqi 
Proyinc«s  a^e^  **  all  bf^fo/'^  you  ivhich  t^ 
^•' cfioqf^.;*'^  i^^^  pages   ypp  \yill 

hnd  tbg  nee^ul.  .^qr  ypur  ftfe  guidance.    Sup- 
pdfiiig  this  a^i\d  the  two.pramifcd,  queftionand 
anfwer,  dialogues  to  become  ^fe,p4rAte'Jbeafii<yct!i 
?«y  g?^?Jf4l  .Qlp2^nings,  I  am  here  \q  bid  ypu 
farewelL     On  the  contrary,  if  you  deure  to 
fee  objeds,  and  read  of  circumftanccs,  as  xhcy 
ftruck  me,  in  a  furvey  of  them  at  different 
t^m^s  ap4  i^s^^ons^  (amotigit  which,  I  truft, 
many  will  be  tioj  ynp^eafigi^M:,  and,  not  a  fcy^ 
'vfeful,  partjciilarly  if  ypu  pafs  beyond  the  li^. 
mits  of  the  repx^lick,  into  pther  countries)  w^ 
fh^U  ftili,  }n  2i  manner,  be  convcriing  togetl^eiTj^ 
and  the  w^oij^e  of  my  Gleanings  will  be  a  part 
of  your  company.    In  this  cafe,  {  repeat,  we 
i^all  ftill  travel  togeiber. 


But 


But,  at  all  events,  from  you,  my  friend,  and 
yoHT  dear  circle,  'whom  1  more  particularly 
addrefs,  and  from  whom,  if  I  feem  to  deviate 
a  little  to  admonifli  others,  it  is  but  in  imita-* 
tion  and  adoption  of  that  bounty,  which  has  in- 
duced you  fo  often  of  late  to  tell  me  our  cor- 
refpohdence,  by  being  occafionally  broadened 
in  its  application,  may  become  more  extenfively 
ufeful  and  amufing.  From  you  and  your's,  I 
fay^  I  am  fure  of  finding  a  hearty  good  will, 
let  me  wander  about  with  you  where  I  lift, 
,and  fliift  the  fcene  upon  you  as  irregularly,  and 
jrapidly,  (taking  you  backwards  and  forwards) 
^s  I  thinjc  proper.  Under  fuch  encourage- 
ments, we  will  now  take  a  trip  to  the  Hague, 
which,  indeed,  I  have  already  thrice  vifited, 
lince  my  quitting  that  fire-fide,  where  I  have 
always  found  '^  a  ready  chair,"  and,  fo  long  as 
circii.mftances  permitted,  a  delightful  home. 
^'  May  eternal  blcflings  crown'*  the  owners  of 
iri— a  p^;ayer  of  fuch  **  earneft  heart,"  that  I 
will  not  fufFer  it  to  b^  "  mixed  with  bafer 
■jnatter,"-^ — ^Adicu! 


14  LETXE& 


56  QL  BAN  IN  OS,   Of^ 


LETTER    XXXI. 


TO    THE  SAME. 


Hague. 


At  the  firft  blufh,  the  following  facft^ 
iny  dear  jovcd  friend,  may  fcem  ftrange.  There 
is  far  inorc  diligence  pf  attention  required  of  ^ 
Gleaner,  to  picly  up  any  thing  worth  carrying 
to  'his  f]icaf  in  great  and  populous  towns  and 
cities,  than  in  the  undiilinguifhed  villages,  and 
*'  ftill  f^nair*  rectrfles,  where  the  broad  and 
CQmmoi)  bigkivay,  tboroughf(ire^  traveller  feldor^ 
goes }  {ind  v.  here,  though  the  violet  perfume^ 
thp  air,  ?nd  the  frefh  grjjfs  fpririgs  up  in  the 
bc^iupful  paths,  thofc  *^  garifh  beauties  of  the 
world'*  ar?  '\vanting,  that  are  alpqe  gratifying 
to  ^  heart  devoted  to  the  publick.  For  al- 
fhoujgh^  in  this  lattpr  fcene,  every  thing  is  i^i 
motion  before  you,  or  ftanding  fixed,  in  prou^ 
bu?  rputp  niagnificence,  for  your  infpedion— • 
^s  if  4lmoft  to  inlift  on  your  pafling  homage  ^ 
they  have  yielded  up  their  charms  tq  fo  many 
Grangers,  that,  like  one  of  our  fair  drudges  of 
fa^iop,  w^^ofc  face  Jia»  been  fo  long  in  pub- 
lic!? 
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lick  exhibition,  it  is  become  ^  familiar  as  one's 
garter;**  and  to  give  another  defcription -df  it 
Would  be  to  force  on  you  wfeit  memory  would 
perhaps  turn  from  with  difguft^ 

Ah  !  my  friend,  what  honours — ^what  mines 
of  wealth  Would  roll  into  the  coffers  of  the 
man,  who,  when  the  bbjeds  of  this  variable 
life  have  loft  their  wonted  power  of  giving 
pleafure,  but,  by  change  of  circumftanccs,^  have 
acquired,  unexpedledly,  the  power  of  giving 
pain — what,  of  riches  and  fame,  I  fay,  would 
be  deferve,  who  could  command  our  once-dear, 
but  now  flighted,  objefts,  to  quitthofe  cells 
ii)  the  brain>  where  they  ha  vie  npt  only, 

f ^  A  local  hsfbitationj  and  a  name," 

but  a  fixed  lodging — ^and — (bitterly  againft  our 
will)  are  become  tenants  for  life  therein  ?  We 
fee,  we  admire,  we  love,  we  poiTefs :  our  fe* 
licity  feems  entire.  Alas  1  an  idea,  an  opir- 
nion,  a  difpute,  the  fatisfying  power  of  poC 
feilion  itfelf,  the  frequency  of  feeing^  of  en-^ 
joying,  a  new  fancy,  anewobjedt,  firft  dimi-^* 
iiifties,  and,  at  laft,  deftroys,  the  eager  delight 
with  which  we  beheld  our  fineft  parks,  gardens, 
pictures,  and  all  Qur  earthly  paradifes,  ^s  in^^ 

gination^ 
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giim^ion,  in  h^r  fiael):  ^dours^  ia  wont  to  c«lt 

Thefe,  ncverthelefs,  remain  the  fame  j  tha 
verdure  is  as  refrcfhing,  the  flowers  as  fwcet  5 
the  haod  of  tijp.e,  wiclIowii>g  the  tints,  has 
cvii^  ^bro»rn  nf  w  graces  pn  the  canvafs — ^^and 
yjrpwc  ajrc  iivx?ry  of  them.  What  fault  can 
ifc^y  JmviC  cojpipj^tcd  ?  •'  What  committed  ?•• 
The  §^teft.  .  They  are  our  o^vo^  aijd  they 
JjaV;^*'  o^tJiv^Kj  our  liking/* 

•  ■ 

SfeaU  I  aJCcjcnd  froixi  inanimate  objcds,  Zq 
tiikch  a$  have  li)[)?  ?  to  fuch  as  bound  thcmfelves 
even  like  a  ch^rm  roupd  our  necks — round  our 
hearts— but  which  nozv  (perhaps  more  truly 
filled  with  enchantment  to  ail  the  world  be- 
£des}  are  nothing  to  us,  or  worfe  than  nothing, 
s^  mill-ftoqc  found  our  necks — a  galling  chain 
isound  our  feet?  He  who  could  make  us,  at 
the  word  of  cofnmaad>  forget  even  thefe,  or 
yatbffr  the  Jceen  rebuke  with  which  confcience 
pmpioys  memory,  over  whom  fhe  has  control^ 
to  puniih  our  frivolous  and  infatiable  incoa^ 
^ancy — what  would  w^  not  oitcr  him? 

.  fiut  I  am  broadening  this  beyond  my  inten^ 
tioo,    I  blefs  Codj  this  latter'  is  not  an  uni^ 

ver(kl 


wrl^I  f^<a*  l-jblefs  Gpd,  tQO,4i^,  i^dividuplIJr, 
i;:  T^ppljes  not  ifo  ypij,  or  i;o  me,  my  friend. 
Ah !  I  never  poffefled  any  good,  that  I  (whp 
could  alone  be  the  proper  judge  of  it)  found  fo 
to  be,  but  I  cherHhed  if  with  my  whole  heart, 
and,  fo  fer  frorti  indifference  gi'ow;ing  out  of 
fojfeffiofi,  I  lov^d  it  but  the  more,  for  havihg 
given  nic  hajpjpinefs !  Gratitude  became  a  new 
motive  of  attachtnent ;  and  the  thought  of  its 
having  made  me  often  bleft,  inftead  ofdimi- 
niftiing,  augmented  my  afFedlion.  Nor  havjs  I 
a  friend  gn^  earth,  who  is  not  tTie  more  dear  tp 
me  on  this  very  principle.  Ah !  carry  this  af- 
fertion  towards  yourfelf,  my  friend,  and"  yead 
ifi  it  tl^J  ir^creafe  of  my  love  for  you^ 

Put   I  hfye  loft    myfelf.— -The    thread   is 
bro.kep,  Iput  pafily  repaired.— ^To  thofe  wlio 
ft^f^  to  forget  whatever  is  become  infipid  to 
tbetpT— has  been  too  often  fcen,  heard,  or  pof^^ 
frffe^i  y9vU  yiU  ^grcc  that  ?  perfon^  a  njagi^ 
ci»jD,  eudpjfr  e4  with  the  powers  of  granting  to 
i^  th^t  wii?i|  would,  indeed^  merit  recompencc^ 
%rc?ts,  villages — nay  whole  cities,  are  eafily 
^jedled  from  the  memory ;  but  how  fliall  we 
pluck  out  that  ihom  in  the  mind,  which  is  left 
to  fefter^  after  our  once  faircft  rpfw  of  iipiagi- 
natipn  and  of  the  heart,         . !        . 

♦'  Fa4c  in  our  eyt,  and  palliippa  our  fcnfc!** 

And 
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And  which  remain,  fometimes,  for  years,  pcr^ 
haps,  for  life,  to  fcourgc  us  in  all  the  tyranny 
of  recollcftion  ? 

O  Fortunatus !  how  poor  were  thy  vaunted 
powers,  (even  had  they  been  realized,)  in 
comparifon  of  his,  who  could  thus  teach  us  to 
forged  our  once  fondell  wifhes,  and  Tvitb  tbem, 
the  Iharp  reproof  of  our  weak  infidelity  and 
foolifh,  bafc,  ingratitude! 

But,  left  even  you,  my  friend,  fhould  have 
Ibmething  to  lofe ;  and  be  trying  at 

«  That  hardcft  fcicnct,  to  firgeii" 

this  digrefflon  will  but  bring  it  back  on  your 
remembrance;  iince,  it  is  certain,  the  difl 
courfing  ftrongly  on  any  one  objedl,  forces  on 
an  idea  of  its  oppofite.  To  return,  there- 
fore^ to  the  firft  occalion  of  thefe  reflexions, 
which  was,  tbat^  as  I  am  convinced  you  know 
already,  that  I  am  now  writing  from  one  of  the 
nobleft  towns  (in  proud  humility  and  affcfta- 
tion,  called  the  fineft  *  village)  in  Europe,   I 

>aU 

*  Judge .  for  yourfclf,  as  to  the  4^^^^^  of  that  affeflation. 
The  Ha^e,  it  is  tfqe>  like  lordly  London  itfelf^  wat  onc^ 
only  a  collediion  of  miferable  cottages,  (and«  where  is  the  city^ 
tlut  ab  origine,  was  not  f}  but  when  you  confidei  that,  by  a 

phanc^  ' 
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Ihall  neither  carry  you.  into  any  one  of  iiftt, 
famous  churches,  nor  to  the  Jewifti  fynagogue; 
but  fimply  remind  you,  that,  whenever  you 
are  difpofed  to  thank  your  God  for  your  fafe 
anrival,  you  may  do  fo  in  your  own  way,  man« 
ner,  and  language,  at  ten  o^clock  every  Sunda^y 
morning,  in  the  Engliih  church,  which  is  ^t- the 
entrance  of  the  ftreet,  called  Noord-£inde, 
^orth-EndJ  near  the  Place.  Neither  ihall 
I  alk  your  cprnpany  to  any  of  the  public  edi- 
fices; 

charter  paft  fo  long  ago«  as  the  reigns  of  the  celebrated  Charles 
the  Fifth,  and  of  his  fon  Philip  the  Second ;  each  afllgning  to 
k>  the  dignity  of  city ;  taking  into  your  mind,  at  th^  fiM 
time,  its  having,  for  fo  long  a  feries  of  years,  been  the  feat  of 
government,  grandeur  and  falhion,  with  the  full  enjoyment  of 
all  municipal]  rights  and  privileges ;  and  that  it  is,  in.  t&f^ 
the  pride  of  an  Hollander's  heart,  and  fpoken  of  with  fondnefs, 
even  by  the  gainful  tribe ; — the  qucftion — have  you  feen'  the 
Hague?-— being  amongftAhe  firfl  things  demanded  of  aftranger, 
by  a  native  of  the  Provinces ;.  I  fay,  when  you  join  thefc  fa6b 
together,  you  will  not  hefitate  to  lay  the  kMount  of  this  egre- 
gibus  affectation  (of  giving  to  a  city,  larger  than  that  of  Man* 
dhefter,  and,  perhaps, of  York;  certainly  more  elegantly  con- 
ftruded,  land  moj^e  the  refidence  of  gieneral  fafhion,  the  mKmc 
of  village)  to  that  not  uncommon  artifice  cf  vanity ^  which,  to 
entrap  the  greater  piaife,  aifumes  the  air  of  diffident  modefty. 
The  Hague  is  one  of  the  fineft,  and  largeft  towns  in  Europe, 
and  the  Dutch  univerfally  wiih  it  to  be  thought  io :  And, 
were  you  to  fpeak  of  it  as  only  a  village,  they  would  fooa 
fiifert  itspiaetcnfions  to  vie  with  the  proudeft  of  oqr  cities. 


/ 

flees;  nor  taktr-yDtf  to  the  celcbriitcd-  MaiibA 
4t  CorreSion ;  rio'r  to  the  Palace  of  PriAcfi 
Maurice ;  nor  to  'that  of  the  Stadtholder ;  not 
to  any  of  the  very  rtumerouV  hbl^itals^  or 
alitos^houfes ;  noi*  eVeft  t6  thePrinctf'af  mufeiiM't 
«or  to  the  Prinrtfs's'  hbtif*  in  tht  wood ;  n6b 
to  any  other  fine  fights  5  becaUfe,  I  am  wffl 
convinced,  all  thefe  Dutch  lions  -have  llarM 
you  in  the  face,  in  various  prints,  books,  dfC 
iertations,  &c*  &c.  &c.  till  you  are  as  welf  $ici 
quairtted  with  their  diameter,  circumference, 
iituation,  didance  from  each  other,  rife,  fall, 
ruins,  and  repairs ;  and,  that  you  are  as  intii. 
mate  with  the  far  famed  cabinet  of  curiofities? 
its  moderns,  and  its  antiques,  its  birds,  beaifarj 
and  fifhes,  urns,  biifts,  medals,  and  niinerals^ 
jpidlures  and  paintings,  fculptures,  engraving^^ 
and  other  rarities  of  art  and  nature;  as  are 
the  ftudents  of  Leyden,  with  the  wonders  of 
that  town;  the  tree — adorned  foflc,  Efplanad*^ 
Tumulus,  the  trophicd  caftle  of  the  Saxoii 
Hengift,  (memorial  of  his  vidlory  over  our 
own  country);  the  186  magnificent  flreetff} 
the  145  ftone  bridges ;  and  all  the  curiofitics' 
of  their  academy;  from  the  fii-e-conquering 
Albeftos  to  the  egg  of  the  crocodile ;  as  well 
as  all  that  is  to  be  fecn  of  thofe  grcateft  of  all 
3  curiofities. 


vi  •   ;     ■  ■■  !!■    •        ,;.,  :  ,    f  ^  ^ 


thingii'  a^  old  f(e(ne»»  ini  i'^id -df  l>«ii^  jHMi 

to  thi-o#^plb^H6^  t)^l(}^/tA-i  fi<«k^T«y«(rpati<^r»i 
Gtit  of  Jreti*  he&di  tt^eift,  *iflWft  ife  nittt*  b«j 
fei''flitBitu«/you'  rtidy  jii^iy  lidbfe  dit  "tteitt 
ufelcf^  luhl6er.-  Btf«/  I^S^  H  t!v«i^' -pbffi^lc 
th^  ^-RiioW  ifdeHmg  df  th«iM,  yott  wb^i 
on  your  coming  oirer, '  K^V^  'Aiirfb^  to  liiidai^ 
e'er  you  had  been  h«re  eight  and  forty  hours— 
**  fotttcTfrhat  too  mucft  of '  fliis  i^-'^For  guides, 
compkniohs,  hiftbrifes, '  defcriptitNK  bf  thiff 
HdgiU^  ftaW:  it  ytou  thtougtr  almtfft  tv«ry  bbtflc- 
ibller'3  ^i^lrtdow,  in  all  languages,  thou^  prin>» 
<:ipalfy  in  Batth-  Jacdb  de  Rienncr,  for  in- 
iliiice,  juA  to  b&gin  with;  has  publiihed  a 
Jhort  fuccihift  defcriptionof  the  Hagae,  in  three 
^o\\xttit^  foiio^  Anothct*  Dutehitian,  by  waf  of 
rendering  tt  rtiore  commodious^  has  given  an 
abridgement  of  it  in  two  vokimes  ^ir/^,-  one 
of  which,  indeed,  might  be  fqaeezed  into  each 
breeches  pocket  of  a  true  Dutchman;  his  to- 
bacco box,  being  much  fuch  anothier  pocket 
cortiflfattiom      Then,   again,  you    have  yout^ 

Valet 
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Valet  de  Place^  ivho»  on  your  arrival  at  the 
inn^  the  befl:^  and  mofl  reafonable  of  which  is 
the  Marefchal  de  Turcnne^  kept  by  Mr. 
Baumc :— offers  himfelf  to  your  fervice,  in- 
telledhial  and  temporal ;  and  will^  for  thirty 
fiivers  a-day,  (half  a  crown,)  retail  all  his 
knowledge  and  experience  of  men  and  things^ 
places  and  people ;  and.  for  ought  I  know»  give 
you  more  real,  (certainly  more  various)  infor- 
mation, than  Jacob  de  Riemer.  So  that^  every 
way,  I  take  it  for  granted^  you  have  had^  or 
will  have,  more  than  enough  of  intelligence 
touching  thefe  ollenlible  objedts. 

My  intention  is,  and  has  all  along  been,  to 
mention,  to  you,  from  every  place  thofc,  things, 
which  it  is  mod  likely,  neither  your  fixture^ 
nor  your  walking  guides,  will  ever  think  of 
ihewing  you ;  or  it  fome  of  them  are  fet  down 
in  the  books,  you  muft  lofe  a  greater  propor- 
tion of  time  in  hunting  them  up,  through  the 
hiding  places  of  feveral  hundred  pages,  about 
le  plus  leau^  et  la  plus  belle  (the  naufca  of  every 
panegyric. 


€t 


Where  pure  dcfcripiion  holds  the  place  of  fcnfc.") 


before  you  can  get  at  them ;  like  a  fquirrel 
running  through  a  wildcrncfs  for  a  kernel,  when 

there 


«  L  E  Jl  K  t  N  &  i,    6??.  6^ 

there  h  fcarccly  a  nut  tree  in  ati  acit  of  ground* 
j^ow  having  done  all  this  myfdf,  I  am  willing  to 
Ipare  you  the  trouble;  for  which  courtefy  1 
have  dnly  to  defire,  that  in  imitatidh  of  the 
abovenamed  ingenious  and  pleafant  little  ani- 
mal when  I  lay  before  yoti  any  literary  nut, 
which  has  not  anfwered  to  you  the  pains  of 
trrackingi  throw  it  alide,  and  depfend  oh  the 
next  I  or  peradventure,  the  next  after  that,  be- 
fng  mote  to  youf  taftc ;  arid  repnember,  too^ 
thit  even  that  which  difpleafed  you,  and  which 
you  condemned  as  infipid,  may  exactly  fuit  the 
palate  of  whoever  picks  it  up  after  you>  and 
think  it  even  a  ioHHe  imche  gleaning. 

1  have' one  general  remark  t9  mftk^iipon  ail 
the  books>'  in  the  Way  of  guides,  which  have 
ever  fallen  utiA^  my  examination ;  and  I  have 
liad  the  fortitude,  in  all  countries,  to  ftruggle 
through  all  forts  and  fizes.  You  will  note,  that 
I  fpeak  only  of  fueh  as  are  written  by  the  na- 
tives, or  foreigners  rcfidentj  or  rather  efta- 
blilhed;  till  they  are,  as  it  were,  naturalized — 
to  the  place  they  defcribe. — Their  accounts  pf 
Icings,  queens,  palaces,  theatres^  churches, 
charity  houfes,  &c.  &c.  walks,  and  jpublic 
"entertainments  are,  doubtlefs,  for  the  moft 
part,  juftj  as  may  be  thofe  of  laws,  govern- 

vot.  II.  F  xncnt. 
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iflcnt,  police,  &:c.  &c.-r-.As  far  as  it  goesy  tfaiif 

intelligence  is  Iktisfadlpry ;  and  the  le£s  ic  i» 
clogged  with  remark,  or  encumbered  with 
fentiment,  the  better;  but  a  very  great  nuni* 
ber  of  thpfp  pbjefts  mod  intercfting  to  a 
.l^ranger,  they  jtptally  pafs  over;  and  aflurcd^y 

.  for  a  good,  and  (to  them)  fufficienty  reafoii; 
becaule,  they  cannot  fuppofe  the  manners, 
cuftpms,  and  peculiarities  which  ftrike  travel- 
Icrs,  can  be  intcrefting;  fince,  being  amongft 
the  mod  ordinary  occurrences;  in  the  midftpf 
which  they  were  born,  they  cannot  even  imagine 

-them  to  be  Angular. 

•*  What  can  wc  rcafon  but  from"  what  we  know." 

And  as  fuch. authors  fcldom.  leave  their  own 
country ;  the  very  articles  which  difcriminatc 
that  from  every  other,  they  .nnill  be  in  total 
ignorajKC  of. — This  reflection  is  fo  cxrenfively 

.,truc,  thjit  I  will  venture  to  fay,  there  i&  fcarceLy 
a  book  written  by  a  native  hiftorian  of  the 
Hjigue,  ox  of  other  towns,  who  has  noticed  aay 
oi\e.of  tho.fe  peculiarities,   that  would  fallen 

..^r//;a/^j//y^on  an  Englilh  traveller's  obfervation  5 
fuppofing  him  not  to  be  inveterately  attached 

**  to- brick  and  morta-r.     For  inftance,  a  Dutch 

^'"kuthor  would — all  commercial  as  is  his  coun- 

■*        .     ■  • 

try — never  think  of  telling  you  that  the  very 

dogs 


^  ■  * 
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r!^^K'^  ^  HollaJtd,  arq  4::pnftrain^dto  promote  the 
•  trade  of  the  Republic;  infonwch>  that  fave  the 
Great;  Dogs  of  fafhipn  and  date,  :>vhich  run 
before  .or.afier  their  lords  and  ladies. equipages,; 
and,-ia  imitation^often  of  their  betters,, ^re 
above  being  of  any  ufe;  there.is  not  an  idle  dog 
of  any  fize  in  the  Jfe.ven.  Pr9yj[nc.e3.     Yoii  fee 
them  in  harnefs,  at  all  parts. of  the  Hague, 
and  fome  other  xowns,  tugging  at. barrows,  and 
^little  carts,  with  their  topgues  almpft  fweepjng 
.  the  ground,  and  tbeif-ppor  hearts  s^lmoft  re^dy 
to  beat  through  their  fides.  ..  Frequently  thre^, 
four,  five,  ancj  fpmc,tjnfies  fix  abreafl",  carrying 
men  arid  merchandife,  \xith.^,hej[peed  of  littlp 
horfes.     And  in  your  walk  from  the  Hague 
Gate  to  Scheveling,  (where  we  will  prefently 
make    an    excurfion,)   you  encounter,    at  all 
hours  of  thq^ay,  an  incredible  number,  loaded 
with  fifti  and  men,  under  the  burden  of  which, 
they  rufi   off  at. a  lon^   trot,  and  fometimes 

< 

(wjicn  driven  by  young  men,  or  boys)  at  full 
gallop,  the  whole  mile  and  an  half,  which  i^ 
the  diftance  from  gate  to  gate ;  nor,  on  their 
return,  are  they  fufFered  to  come  ^mpty^  being 
filled  not  only  with  the  aforefaid  men  or  boys, 
(for  almofl:  every  Dutchman  hates  walking 
when  he  can  ride,  though  half  a  mile) ;  but 

with  fuch  commodities  as  cannot  be  had  at  the 

-    ■*■  "  ■ 

F  3      '  village. 
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village.'*-!  have  fecn  thefe  poor  bfutcs,  iH 
the  middle  of  fummcr,  urged  beyond  their 
force,  'till  they  havtr  dropped  on  the  road  to 

gather  ftrcngtb;  which  is  feldom  the  cafc,^ 
however,  except  when  nhey  have  the'  misfor- 
tuhe  to  fall  under  the  management  of  boys ; 
for  the  Dutch  arr  the  fartheft  from?  being  cruel 
to  their  domeftic,,  dumb  animaJs^  o£  any  peo- 
ple in  the  world  ,•  on  the  contrary,  an  Hol- 
lander, of  whatever  rank,  is  fo  merciful  unt^ 
his  beaft;.  whether  horfe,  dog,  cow,  &c.  that 
they  are  tfhc  objefl:s>  of  his-  marked  attention^ 
as  fleek  ikins,  happy  f^es,  aiid  plump  fides^ 
fufBciently  dcmonftrate.  The  cows,  and  oxen 
for  draft,,  they  rub  down ;.  curry,  and  cleanr 
till  they  are  as  gloffy  as  the  moft  pampered 
fteed  in  England.  Nay>:  you  frequently  fee 
them  with. a  light  fancy  drefs,  to  guard  them 
from  the  flies,,  and  other  annoying  animakrula^. 
in  the  meadows,,  which  are  the  fineft  in  the 
world,  and  in  a  warmer  fuit  of  cloaths  during 
the  winter;  even  thefe  canine  flaves  look  hale 
and  well,, a?  to  condition,  and  being  habituated 
to  labour,  feel  little  hardfhip  in  it.  Happy,, 
however,  thrice  happy,  is  the  dog,  who  has 
44ie  luck  to  be  born  of  humbler  and  lowly* 
parents,  and  is  facred,  by  his  inlignificance,  from 
labour.     Like  many  a  man,  who^  having  nei- 

2  thCJD' 
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thcr  talents  nof  fize  for  a  hcro^  derives  manj 
a  fnug  enjoyment  from  his  unfitnefs  to  take  an 
a(9:ive  part  in  the  toils  of  ambition.  But  dogs 
of  this  defcription,  have  ytt  greater  privileges 
3ii  Holland^  than  you  may  imagine.  Like 
other  Unit  things^  they  are  held  precious,  and 
fo  fondled  and  patted,  that,  either  a  lapdog,  or 
a  lover  in  Englalid,  where  thofe  animals,  you 
know,  are  fometimes  negiedled,  a^^  indeed, 
in  that  country,  are  all  favourites,  might  envy 
them ;  for  if  you  think  a  Dutch  woman,  and  a 
beautiful  woman,  are  incompatible,  you  are 
miftaken,  as  I  fhall  take  occaiion  to  (hew. 

In  rtiy  firft  vifit  (a  winter  one)  to  the  Hague, 
I  entered  into  the  interefts  of  thcfe  poor  day- 
labouring  dogs  fo  truly,  that  I  wondered  they 
did  not  go  mad,  or  that  I  did  not  hear  of  the 
canine  diftradtion  more  in  this  country,  than 
in  biirs;  and  on  being  told  there  were  certain 
tknes  (the  dog  days)  when  a  heavy  fine  was 
to  be  paid  upon  any  dog  being  feen  in  the 
ilrect,  I  fuppofed  this  was  the  cafe,  till  the 
fummer  following,  being  at  this  delightful  fca- 
fidc  vill%e  of  Scheveling,  I  obferved,  feveral 
times  in  the  day,  thefe  draft  dogs,  brought 
down  to  the  beach,  and  bathed;  a  pradice^ 

f  3  which 


I 

iprhich  no  doubt  equally  prevented  them  from 
this  dreadful  diforder  befpre-^mentioncd,  an4 
ggivfi  th6cn  ftrengthto  go  through  their  work. 


J » 


iiriilt  is  fortunate, alfo,  that  Hctlljcnd  is  a-country 
Ifomewhat  pnon^e  to  be  ftrift  in  the  ccrerp^nicai 
•of  religion,^,  byr:  obfervancte  of,  which  the  49gs, 
jJifce  f heir .inafters,.find^. the  >ieventh  ^sj,  44y.:of 
.unb!rokg;irre(t;  for  •*  Sunday  lliines  ^Sabbath 
idayjto  them.y  The  firfl:  ;ii»^?(fion  (which  i^ 
aliowcfi  a  grand 45oint,  yk»i. lino w). being; much 

in^  favour  of  thefe  induftrious  creaturbs^.I  bad 
an  eye  oathetni*a3,  well  in  the  hours  of  their 
repofe,  as  toil ;  and  felt  my  heart  warm  to  fee 
feveral^  whom./..!  itadi  obferved  Very  hea>tily 
laden  on  tb^&tturdiyvrtaking  a  foUnd  napi^ 
out  ftretclacd/ariy  happy  feit. their  maftcrs  doors^ 
on  the  *da3rJin)w!iich  their  Icifure  is  ev^n  an;alrp 
lotrtierrt  andbounty  of tennem-  All  the  morn^ 
ing  and  afternoon,  they  have  xemai^d^  bafldng 
in  the  fUn,  or>m  the  (hade,  in  profotifn^  trai*- 
quillity,  w&ilt^a  number  of  unthiijkirig'iiqhelps, 
and  la^zy  rpti|>pi43S|  who  haxl  been 'paflihg'^^h^ir 
time  in:idiidaefs  all  the  wieek,  were  pla3riw^dieir 
gambols  in  the  ftr^ct,,  not  without  a  ^^aih  At- 
tempt to  wake  the  feniorsj  and  make  themjoin 
in  their  amufemcnt,.  Towatds: evening,  J  have,' 
. V  ^  .  in 


ilf  my-rSfifettiiig  round?,  beeft^midr^eaT^ 
jidcice  the  'hbheft  k?r€^turev:fit.at  theirc "  re;::' 

giving  dceafibnally  intod  roomfeHtary  frolic,  afid" 
thcf^riext  jhdrning  recaf mhg  to  the.  labours  *of^- 
the  week- adfoltftdy  rehew^d..     -       '  -  i 

•"•-       ■-■•••J*'  \  ■..«.* 

■^ 'Readei^Strang^r-^—art  thou -'too  proiid  of ' 
hfeatt— or  xbo  full  of  the" dignity  ^'  hfimait' 
nature — to    enter  into  thefe  brutdV'dohcern^?^ 
Pafs  on  then,  and  pity  my  weaknefs,   but  not 
without  remembering  that 

<*  Dogs  are  honeft  creatures, 
••  Ne'er  fawn  on  any  that  they  love  not ; 
•*  And,  I'm  a  friend  to  dogs.    They 
•*  Ne'er  betray  their  mafters.*' 

If  therefore  thou    haft    no  feeling  for   their 
bufferings,  refpedt  at  leaft  their  virtues : 

•*  Mark  bitfhis  true,  his  faithful  way; 
^*  And  in  ihj  fervice  copy  Tray.' 


f» 


Since  I  have  adopted  your  fo  frequent  hint, 
my  Iov*d  friend,  of  making  thefc  papers  public, 
(after  they  have  ferved  the  once  fole  defigned 
dcodoj;  your  private  amufementj  I,  of  courfe, 

f  4  Y^^^^» 


jiield  frcqwbtif  to  a^ddreifes^  as  from  an  author 
ta his  very  different  clafle^  of  readers ;  rriany^  in^ 
<^ttd,  moll  of  which^  caa  apply  neither  ::t0  yoa 
or  yqw$f  For  eurn^e^  c^t^ld  I  have  thought 
df  enwribg  a  Caveat  ag^uift  ihe  i%ous  of  your 
heart,  or  the  lofty  vanuy  of  ypuy  fj^clix)gs>  in 
confecrating  a  few  pages  to  thefe  dumb  fer« 
iraptf^?  It  ^^9uld  have  infulted  that  tendjir-. 
jwfi,  which^  1$.  die  moft  ^4|cfiil  ffiaylf.  pf,  ^ 

female  tcippcr.    A^^^H? . 
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LETTER    XXXII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

As  I  have  thus  haftily,  and  almod  im^ 
perceptibly,  run  with  you  out  of  the  Hague, 
and  got  into  the  environs,  indeed,  into  one  of 
the  molt  juftly  celebrated  parts  of  them,  (the 
Scheveljng-Road) — let  us  e'en  take  our  way 
to  that  village  before  we  returt. 

I  have  already  called  this  walk  beautiful.  1% 
is  fo  in  a  very  high  degree,  indeed :  and  has 
not,  by  the  moft  lavifli  defcribers,  been  over-* 
praifec}.  The  plan  of  this  walk,  is  faid  to  have 
been  laid  by  Conftantine  Huygens,  in  1653. 
Its  length  from  the  Banicre,  to  the  entrance  of 
Scheveling,  is  computed  at  590  fathom; 
from  the  bridge  at  the  Hague,  to  the 
Scheveling  beach  it  is  916. — Its  breadth  is  iS 
fathom.  It  is  divided  into  three  obvious  paths^ 
and  two  concealed :— -Of  the  former,  a  fpacious 
one  in  the  middle  is  for  carriages ;  one  on  the 
right  fide  for  horfes  of  pleafiire ;  and  one  on 
the  left  for  foot  paflengi^rs.  The  whole  are  in 
at  ftraight  line;  fo  that  the  center  path  fhcws 
jrou,  on  entrance  of  the  avenue^  at  exadlly  half 
ft  fp^ipc's  diitancci    the  fpir^  of  Scheveling 

church; 
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church;  forming  a  vifta;  and  the  extreme  end, 
on  either  fide;  forms  *^rt  opetiiiig,  Gothic- 
falhion,  not  unlikejhe  entrance  of  an  hermitage, 
the  efiedl  of  which  (anifted  by  the  frequent 
glo.onR.<?f  the  A^rroupding  trcesj,.wl^ch;form  a 
canpfo^jaU  thewayj  jis^vca-y  ftrikipg.  :,r.    , 

^^Of  fhls'foirageV'ai^  indee^r^  bf  all" 'other  in 
Holland^  the  itcpuhfic  is  with  good  reafon, 
extremely  jealous,     (^pnfiderj  but  the  tinie  ancj 
labour  neceflary  to  procure  it,    in  the  firft  in- 
fll^ncp^  andj^ou  )yyi  ^npt  be  furprifed,  wji/en  I 
tfjl;  xow  thai;,,  as  you  pafs,  along  theif    "  allien 
gi5een,"^jyou  will  Qbferye  idle  boys,  and  pthers,. 
o^jeded  in  effigie,  ojr  in  paiqitingsi,  and  ftucl?:. 
^f-}^iteprorem^..Xo.ynim them. of . the  penaltie.s^^ 
^eg^ntpji  the  Jeaft.  depr^ed^fipjj  of  jJiis  coHr 
^fi?ftK^.  verdure..  ^        y. 


■  /  ■  ■:^'; 


''You  are  told,  with  gi-eat 'truth,  by  the^uitlcs;; 
thit  every  body  cbmes\^  fee  this  Wallr.— ft  is' 
pieafant  at  all  tinies  *6f  ^he  yfeaf ;  beicaufcMt  iS^ 
i  defence 'equally  fr6m  the^fiirtimer's'fun,  -arid- 
Afe->(k^Iiitei*'s  ftorm.  '^ You  pay  a-fartfiingrfd^a^i-^ 
tfei^ng,  and  a  faTtHihg -^for^  returning;,^  and  un-- 
lefs  you  have  "a'fettlfed  aritipist'tSiy'to  fcencs  bf- 
this'kind,  wolild* think  your  nioney  adx^aatage- 
oufly  hid  out,  had  "it  Dee'n'ten  tfiji'e;S"tne  fuat. 
Oa  the  woifklriig  tifi,  ilis  littte' iftJf(IUdfnte€(  cx-^ 

cept 


iScpt  by  the  fifh women,  i  who  run  through  it  In 
^als,  with  tiirboti  cod,  foIes,:and  Ihrimps,  all 
Ihe  morning,  -fojne  hundreds  together ;  thcij} 
heads  loaded  eriough  to  break  their  iieclcs.;  and 
returning  after  jnarkct  hours^Joaded  with  other' 
things — wood,-^  grpccriesi  hardware,'  vegeta*^ 
bics,  and  other  little  neccflaries/ which  they 
have  taken  in  irarter,  or;  pjurchafed  out  of  their 
j)rofics ;  nbt  tinfrequently  hand  in  hand/,  or 
arm  in  arm>  half  a  dozen  at  a  time,  fingingout 
of  tune,  but:  perfedlly  />  tem.per,  with  fifh- 
looking  forms,  and  fea-bright  countenances^ 
*'  It  is  a  recreation  to  be  by,"  and  hear  their 
artlefs  merriment,  fpealcirTg*to*every  body  they 
encounter,  which  is  a  v^ry  general  fa (h ion  in 
Holland';  a  gdod-rtiofrow,  a  good-iilght/^'and 
a  bow,  or'a  curtfey,'ydu  get  from  every  body;' 

>     ,  -  f.-         '  r'  ' ' ' 

fonrietitnes,  even  to  tedioufnefs,-  of  which  here- 
after.  1ri\e'pai[iing  of  thefe  people,  along  tfic 
different  allies,  aflifts  the  beality  of  the  per- 
fpedlive;  bjeijd^d  too,  as  ip  is,  to\Yards  the 
evenings,  with  the  gentry  and  burghers  of  the 
Hagi^e;^and,on  a.fine  $unday,  it  is  truJ)*  a 
Dutch  Jijbilee.  The  throng  i^  prpdigiou^^-rr^ 
The  pidurefque^rtgMl^ricy  of  the  dre(re3,  the 
huge  hats  of  tl^e  .peafant  women,  projcding  li^, 
terally  nK)re.than  a  yard  from  their  heads;  their 
gi^ormous.earings  dropping  on  their  flipujders; 

the 


fiihcrmcn  loaded  with  filver  buttons,  each 
larger  than  a  crown  piece ;  a  felt  bonnet  on 
his  head,  a  pipe  in  every  mouth — the  people  of 
faibion  in  carriages,  three  or  four  deep^  to  th^ 
extent  of  the  walk ;  the  carts  and  waggons  of 
the  country  people,  full  almoft  to  overflowing, 
all  in  motion  at  once,  under  the  umbrage  of 
the  fined:  o»ks,  limes,  and  beech  trees  I  ever 
law ;  all  this  cannot  b€  an  uninterefting  pidlure 
to  the  moft  ill-tempered  perfon  breathing.— 
To  a  good  naturied  ow-»-to  you,  my  friend,  it 
would  be*»- 


'^  A  feaftof  lealbi,  4ad  A  flow  of  fouU*' 

You  would  fee,  though  in  a  ftranger's  land, 
chc  beauty  of  vegetation:  you  would  fee 
hun)an  felicity  pourtrayed  in  a  thoufand,  good, 
round,  unthinking  faces,  and  to  ufe  the  words 
of  poor,  dear,  Gpldfmith,  you  would 

f  <  (xather  blifs  tp  lee  yon!'  fellows  bleft/' 

I  have  mentioned  finging — It  U  almoft  the 
tdnftaLtit  pn&icc  of  the  lower  fort  of  people  in 
Holland.  They  fing  in  their  boats — they  ling 
at  their  barrowa— they  fing  in  their  churches 
almoft  inctlTantly — ^thcy  fing  at  pleaftrrc — they 
fing  u  work ;  and  always  in  fongd,  that  either 

require 


GLEANING*^    6?r*  ^j 

fcquirc  (or  arc  infifted  upon  allowing)  feveral 
Voices — fometimcs  fifty  or  fixty  people  in  a 
firing  of  plcafure-waggons,  keeping  the  bur- 
then at  full  trot,  and  for  hours  together,  ge-« 
nerally  making  the  fame  tunc  do  the  bufinefs 
of  the  journey,  long  6r  (hort ;  fo  that  when^ 
travellers  choofe  to  amufe  you  with  the  fatur- 
ftine  phlegm,  and  inveterate  filence  of  the 
Dutch,  you  arc  iona  fide  to  read  for  faturnine 
^nd  filent,  a  ytxy  *  finging*  fori!  of  people. 

Solemn 

•  An  entertaining  traveller,  who  publilhed  fome  French 

Ijetters  in  tKe  courfe  of  a  hafty  tonr  through  Holland,  in  hi) 

way  to  England,  which  he  gleaned  in  the  fame  running  manner* 

ias  exprefTed  himfelf  on  this  very  fabjedl,  with  a  candour  that 

4e(erYet  a  quotation  ;  becaafe'  Candour  (which  may  be  juftly 

called  the  golden  mean*,  between  the  common  extremes  of  ill« 

ttaturtd  detrkfiion  and  difgufting  flattery)   is  as  rare  in  books 

M  it  u  in  fife,  and  equally  eftimable  in  both.     '^  On  a  dit» 

*•  ((ays  he)  tont  le' monde  a  repete,  tout  I'u ni vers  eft  perfuade 

•''  qu^  U  naturet  iu  Hollanioit  efi  d^efreflegmatijue,  et  que  c'efl 

^  /at  climat  qui  le  rendteL    II  n'y  a  point  de  proverbc  devenn 

^  ptas  unifcrfel,  que  ce  propos.    Les   Hollandois  n'ont  ja- 

^  mais  fait  de  belles  aif^ions ;  ih  n'ont  point  de   vertus,  dont 

^  on  ne  croit  decouvrir  la  fource  dans  ce  fiegme,  qui  leur  eft 

^  natotel.  Pour  moi,  j'incline  a  croire  que  ce  flegme  qn'oli  leor 

«•  impDte^etqtii  n'eft  ni  fi  excefllve,  ni  fi  general,  qu'il  convient 

^  a  ceox  qui  veulent  dire  de  plaifanteries,  ou  ecrire  de  jolicr 

^  phiafes,  a  le  depeindipe,  leur  vicnt  moins  de  leur  climar,, 

«  que  de  leor  education,  c'eft  a  dire  de  ce  qu'Ds  entendent,  et 

^*  fOfQncdtekttrenfimCe,  dcs  impxtifions  qu'ik  refoivent,  deS' 

"  cootaaaeir 


78'  oiuAiiiucs,  6f^; 

Sole^mri  and  auflerc,  I  am  fure,  they  would 
confider  the  fame  clafs  of  people  in  our  coun- 
try, 

•*  coatames,  des  fa^ons,  de   fairc,' qu'ifs  adoptent,  ct  dont  ils 
**  ne  fortcnt  jamais." 

I  mnik  0WD9  my  dear  fifiend^  I  am  of  the  fame  opinion. 
The  Dutch  phlegm,  fpeakingof  it  as  a  charafteriftic,  I  con- 
ceive to  exift,  rather  in  their  exterior  than  interior,  moins  ddns 
Icur  fang  &  dans  leur  phyfiqiie  que  darfs  leuts  rtoeurs  ct  dans 
leurs  manieres.  Why  are  the  perfom  of  condition  in  this 
country  more  light,  eafy,  and  unreftrained,  than  thofe  who 
have  not  relieved  the  bufy  cares  of  commerce  by  the  refining 
blandifhments  of  fociety  ?  Why  do  we  obferve  the  child  rea 
here  as  lively,  alert,  trickful,.  and  pleafantly  mifchievons,  as  in 
England  or  France  I  I  have  feen  tfie  little  fcminarics  of^  learn- 
ing emptied  on  a  holiday,  every  hour  of  which  has  been  de- 
voted to  as  adive  joys  as  if  they  were  the  **  playful  children 
jnft  let  loofe"  from  the  fchools  of  Great  Britain  :  like  thofe, 
1  have  flood  with  a  rapture,  that  rolled  back  upon  my  memory 
ihe  days  of  youth,  to  fee  them  illuflrate  all  the  ddicious  imagery 
of  that  Great  Britain's  Pindar,  who  fills  the  mind  with  pleafure 
at  a  fiftieth  reading.  The  little  Hollaoders  have  brought  un- 
der  my  eye  all  that  ever  he  could  have  obferved  amongft  the 
.  youths  of  Eton  : 

••  While  fome  on  eamefl  bufinefs  bent, 
•*  Their  murmuring  labours  ply 
^  Gainft  graver  hours  that  bring  reftraint 
•*  To  fwecten  liberty." 

•jL^haye  fceo  here,  alfo,  thofe 

««  Bold  adventurers,  who  difdain 
••  The  limici  of  thtir  little  reign ; 

"-Who 


ttft  where,  except  on  particular  occafions,  .as 
■  at  a  wake,  a  harvefl  home,   a  houfe.  .warm- 
ing, 

**  Who  unknown  regions  dare  defcry, 
"  Stin  as  they  raii^  fhcy  teok'd  behiM;     ' "    ■  '  '• 
<*  They  heard  a  voice  in  every  wind, 

:  **  And  fnatch'd  a  fcomfuljoy  l"      - 

•*  ■« 

I  (peak  of  well-educated  youth.  Why  I  fay  are  thefc  b 
d^rent  from  the  children  of  .peafants  or  trade's  people?  Is  it 
not  as  the  French  would  -  exprefs  it,  ''  .que  les  uns  font  • 
«'  clevcs  dans  des  maifons  ou  toute  refpire  une  joye  aimable, 
*'  HOC  liberte  decente,  et  que  les  autres  ne  voyent^  chez  eux, 
•t  qu'une  gravite  froide  et  tacituroe,  qui  paiTe  pour  une  pru- 
"  dcntc  Cigcflc." 

Ah !  how  often  have  I  had  reafon  to  deplore  the  want  of 
cazidour  in  the eftimate  which  one  nation  makes  of  another! 
a  want  which  is  not  compenfated  by  either  talents  or  virtues. 
In  effedl,  candour  is  but  another  name  for  charity,  without 
which  a  charadler,  though  it  pofTefles  every  other  quality,  is 
deficioit.    Deftitute  of  this,  another,  its  oppofite  (Detradlion.) 
paints  every  thing  in  diflemper.     It  is  in  the  fpirit  of  this 
malign  principle,  we  are  told,  that  the  courage  of  a  Dutchman 
is  nothing  but  patience,  his  intrepidity  phlegm,  his  perfeve- 
xance  obftinacy,  his  limplicity  of  manners,  a  tenacity  of  his 
own  fentiments— -his  indullry,  covetoufnefs,  and  his  wealth, 
the  fruit  of  his  avarice.     Surely  nothing  more  amiable   thaa 
national  want  of  candour,  infe{Hng  even  men  of  fcience,  could 
induce  feveral  refpedable  authors  of  our  own  country,  to  hazard 
what  follows ; 

The  cardinal  virtue  of  an  Hollander,  fays  one  of  them,  is 
pr§pretu  his  only  divinities  Mercury  and  Plutus ;  but  as  for 
ApoUo,.  and  his  nine  mufcs,  they  never  heard  even  of  their 

names : 


ihg,  6f^a  Chriftfnas  meeting,  you  do  not  Meet 
6nc-tfcnth  part  trf  the  like  memmtnt.     The 

fongs 

oimes:  ih^utty  u  tl  thing  ti^ld  in  uitci  con^enpt  by  tiiern^ 
and  if  an  artift  (hoald  dare  Ktto^py  tKe  ancient  Artftcrs  With  a 
{bblinie  and  emilladve  pencil*  lie  woi^d  die  6if  banger.  I  have 
fccn  in  Francc>  idle,  wicked,  ftillaciotis  men,  as  in  England,  of 
^ifewhere ;  btit  for  Holland,  how  (hall  I  find  a  national  chafac-> 
ter,  fince  an  individual  cannot  be  faid  to  give  it;  and  I  muft 
confefs,  I  hstve  feen  ^e  amiable  Datehman. 

The  travels  of  th6  author  (Martin  Sheflock,)  are  not  amongft 
the  Tolomes  oftnjr  portable  libranry;  I  rdsy^  tfieiefore,  forget 
the  expreffion ;  but  I  grieve  to  lemembef  j  that  this  is  thd  fenfe. 
I  gneve,  becaufe  I  value  -the  aiuhor,  and  have  long  lovtd  the 
mani  whom  I  know  to  be  as  worthy  as  ingenibu^,  but  he  w;^ 
a  bajfy  traveller,  2nd  I  am  perfuaded  would  hikve  given  a  trueit 
defcription,  had  he  been/  like.me,  a  deliberate  Gleaner^ 

But  a  whole  fociety  of  literary  mCn  have  ofitndefd  againit 
'  truth  and  candour  in  the  fame  way,  and  againil  the  fame  peo« 
pie.  No  Icfs  than  tte  authors  of  the  Univerfal  Hiftory,  have 
affured  us,  that  the  Dutch  ate  cold,  phlegmatic,  bi*utal,  and 
without  invention.  They  pcrfift  indefatigably  'iti  every  thinjg. 
they  begin,  and  firiifh  the  moft  laborious,  painful  undertaking, 
without  a  Ihadow  of  tafte,  freedom,  reflexion,  or  forefight,  A 
dull,  fordid,  kind  of  patience,  have  enabled  them  to  asakc 
fome  fmall  progrefs  in  arts  and  fciences.  Holland,  it  muft  he 
owned,  has  produced  poets,  painters  and  fculptprs;  butitap^ 
pears  to  have  been  contrary  to  the  ordinary  cotfrfe  of  naturd,- 
like  vines  in  Siberia;  and,  like  comets,  appear  once  in  an  age, 
by  way  of  phanomina.  Li  general,  whatever  appears  to  have 
pafilofi,  or  exnotioxi,  is  dead  amQpgft  them  ;  tkepa^n  i(«  ff&n 

siloae 


im^'tarei  a:  ^Kttfc  wtMidtottous  trf^fee  fuf e,  and 
jthciaftriimcncsi'  thfou^h-Whidhlthey  pafs,  are 
pot  attuocil  to  th^:  mbft'  d'elic^ftr  fo'tfdicis  of 
harmbny^  ^  MoredVei-,  "^e^whole  -figuri^^oT  the 
^qiipeis  tomc^hkt  Mti^tilAf,  ah<J  tHe  fiCher- 
jnearifl  tfaan  ifoStudrdJ^s,  ind-ih  glee,  Ukt 
lf>eaM .  jriimpaDLt  5 ;  atidi- though  1  *have-feeii 
them  pafs  fifty  tiJmbsii\ciMl'chw'tt^ 
delicious  avenues  afolref^id,  I  muft  own,  I  ne- 
ver beheld,  any  Oiphfea^  linfracile  likdy^o  refulc 
from.  tht.  irt tnoflt  cxertiioh  of  their  vocil  powers. 
INof.ia  tnee  whlked*  after :  them /not  ev^n  a 
flif^b  bqwed  its  h tad  towards  diem,  csccept 
yhqnijfipv^  by  the  migixr^of.the  wind.-  But 

4 

I*  MwSi  as  ^ebfervcd  airbady,  what  you-  :x«'Oliid 

m 

Uk^.  mitli  heater  to  f^pen^^a  great  number  of 


i ' . 


5  ■    • 


aloBiGi  cxc^tp^4 :  :We  nev^t'hcat  of  d.qu&rl^^  Wt  WMcn  :elie  cffcft 
^f  d^uqkpbne&  ^  and  how  iball  we  hear  of  jealonffm  a  natu>a 
that  never  yet  felt  the  powpr  gf  love  ?  Gluttony  and  infenfibilxty, 
We^  the  epithets  which  the  ancients  gave  to  the  old  Batavians : 
thteiif'ticfcendcnts  ar^  notldfs  known  aniongft  the  moderns^  by 
their  apathy,  ftupidity,  and  phlegm.  The  reader,  may  form 
Shis  judgment  of  this  people,  by  a  fingle  obfervation  of  Sir 
"William  Temple,  who  recounts  the  hiftory  of  a  man,  who 
fpenttwcHty-four years  in  makings  globe;  ^d  thirty  to  inlay 
a  table.  I  truft,  you  will  find  them  honourably  refcued  froni 
tlrcfe-afperfion^  •  fot  afpcrfions  they  are — in  the  qourfe  of  theCi 
GSeai^ings  facred  to  candour  and  to  yoa,  which  is  another  n^m« 
to  cxpreft  tli^  fttine  thing*         <      *     ..  i      ' 

vot.  ir.  G  hard-* 


S2  otXAKiNias^    6?^^ 

haid-wprfeing  human  beings/icxtiiemdy  charm-^ 
cd  with  thcmfelvcs,  and  Vith  each  othcr^ 
Ah  !  arc  tjienc  not  in  the  higher  walks,  of  life^ 
TMiny  refined  and  elegant  aflimblics^  of  mci* 
j^ad  womon^  the  eqtiala  of  thefe  humble  child- 
ren of  nature-— perhaps  the  fuperieoTi;,  xif  point 
of  number,  but  miferaUy  theis  inferiors  itt 
healthy  inojSenfi  venefs^  and  joy  f 

The  wa^;ons^in:^hichchcy  go  thofe  excuy:^ 
^on,^,  are  the  .lame .  as:  thofe:  in-  which'  their  ge*« 
nerM  buitnefs:  is  carried,  on,,  and  ufua4}y  haVe 
fbme  quaint  devices  painted  behind^  on  a  boai-d 
that  faftens^^  theni>  at  the  bottonr  erf"  wbich  is 
fucqucntfy  a  Knc,  couplet;  or  ftanM,  "  fpelleJ 
l^y  the  unlettered  mufe,V  facred  to  Toil  and 
Pleafure.  But  the  burghers  and  fervants  of  thr 
Hague,  a. little  town>-ftrucfc,  commonly  clul^ 
for  a  fort  of  chaife,  which  will  hoftf-  about  z 
dozen  on  three  feats,  and  thus  they  come  fihg-  . 
ing  down  to  Scheyeluig  •*  as  merry  a&  the  dajr 
is  long  I'* 

•  i  ' 

,.  But  you  are  prepared- 10  take  a  view*of  alF 
thefe  different  forts  of  people  on  the  beach. 
There,  however^  you  would- not  fee  therp,  wew 
you  .to.  be  fixed  in  froilt  of  it,,  like  one  of  the 
houfes,    fuppofmg  that  houfe  animated/  and* 
■    %  every 


■  •* 


■^- 
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every  u-indow  pf  it  an  eye,  which  by  the 
bye  would  make  it  art  Argus  i  for  the  Dutch, 
fiot  paying  (upon  earth  for  the  light  of  heaven j 
any  fuch  tax  as  our's^  the  houfe  is  bewindowed 
from  top  to  bottom. 

Strange  as  it  may  feem,  it  is  the  Dutch  cuf- 
torn  to  drive  from  the  Hague,  and  other  parts 
of  Holland  to  the.  Beach  Head,  there  flop  a 
little,  and  drive  back  again.     Nay,  thofe  va- 
letudinarians  (Dutch  I  mean)    who  take  an 
airing  to  the  fea-fide  for  health,  do  juft  the 
faine,  with   the  additional   fingularity  of  re- 
niaining  in  the  carriages,  the  glafles  drawn 
doirn,  then  clofed,  then  half  opened,  for  about 
an  hour — ^but  I  do  aflure  you,  out  of  more  than 
a  thoufand  different   vehicles,  wTiich  I  have 
fccn,  from  the  apartment  I  occupied,  pafs  to 
the  Beach   Head,    I  never  obferved   a  lingle 
carriage,  but  the  Englifti  ambaffador's  go  upon 
tAc  fands,  though  they  extend  a  league  at  low 
water  to  right  and  left,  as  firmly  bound  as  a 
gravel  walk  in  a  garden,  and   as   level  as  a 
bowling  green. 

It  was  impoflible  to  let  fuch  a  phenomenon 
of  fingularity,  as  it  appeared  to  me,  efcape 
ungleaned.    On  enquiry,  I  was  lold,  and  on 

q  a  the 
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the  befl  authority,  that-ofthr^- different  me-' 
dical  gentlemen,  ..that  one  of  jthe  favourite  and 
aimoft  u;iiverfal .  opinions  of  Great  Britain^,  is- 
totally  feouted- in -Hollandjri^/;^.  the  falubrityr 
of  the  fea.  aifjc  or  water.-.— The  Dutch,  almpft. 
to  a  man,  nay  to  a  Dodlor,  contend,  that  it.  iff 
the  moft  "  peftilent  congregation  of  vapours'* 
a  man  can  poffibly  breathe,  that  it  is  fit-.-ollIy 
for  a  mad;iJog.  And  on^  of  their  gaide-i 
^ritef s  very,  ferioufly  tells  yoii,  in  it  book  of 
340  pages,  about .  the  Hague  only,  that  "  very 
fortunately  the  fbuthern.  afpedl  is  Ikreened 
I  by  a  chain  of  fandy  mountains^,  and  inter^ 
!  ipediatc;  me^ows,  which  prole ffs  the  beauti- 
ful Hague  from  the  malign  exhalations  of  the 
i  fea!"  And. in  another  place  he  aflures  hkV 
readers,  that  "the  air  of  th^  Hague  is  pune.-: 
*^.a,nd  wholefome — malgrc  la  proximiie  de  la^ 


fC 
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A   A      ^     ^       - 


Now,  without  pretending  to  enter  the  liflg  . 
of    medical    controvcrfy.  with   thcfe   learned- 
gentlemen,if-it,could  pofliblyhayc  been  doi^e^  - 
without  getting  into  a  difquifition  (which  on  . 
all   fubjedls   is  my  dread,   becaufe  it   ijfually 
tends  only  to  "  words,  words,  wordi,'*  as  Ham- 
let fays}  I  ihould  Have  been  gl^d  to  aik  them, 
to  what  the  fuperior  health  of  the  inhahitaijt^ 

.  .  ■•'  r      .  Q£ 
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of  the  Hague,  the  Bridle,  and  otheNjDutch 
towns  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fea,  is  to 
be  attributed,  tut  to  this  very  circmnjiance  ?  Yet 
the  whole  nation  hayevfettheii^  faces  againft  it, 
in  my  opinion,  very  ungratefully ;  fo^  d^  .ihall 
npr  atrempC'  viKd^Kfatin^*  what  they  are  fo  ftur- 
dily  bent  :iipcm*' confiderihg  as 'an^^ehemy—  * 
though  confidering  both  their  tirade  and  their 
fiffSalfioh,  the  bpean  is  fcarcely  more,  ia  friend  to 
onf  ofits  wfVi  fifhes,'  than  to  a  Dutchman  ; 

-  :  -^    .  .- '••  ■■  •  -•        .  •  ■  '^". 

"  Who  fliall  decide  when  dodoes  di&grcc  ?"  ■  ^ 

«•  .  — .  ....  .»     ■       .  ■■  ■  • 

• ' '  ^ 

On  my  firft  tpi}r  to  the.  Hague,  .two  things^ 
ftruckfipe,  as  preeminently  abfurdj- and  not 
then'^ knowing  thdr  pique  againft  ialt-watef,  ' 
and  th^  vital  Jpiritpf  that  reftoring  iftrce^Ci  ' 
which  I  Jb^  fo  often .  felt  blow  from,  or  fljr '" 
around  it,  I.argued!uJ)on  them.thusvj-s^Suppofe 
m^  if  you  pleaft^  in  one  of  my  foliteq'uizirig  *" 
foljtud^s,   in  d^p   cpnverfation:  with  -liiyftlf,'' " 
an4  walking,  faftjOriflow,  in  corrcfpondence  to '  i 
the  .temperature  of  the  fubjed,  as  was  afh/ally 
th^  cff?,  ^nd  in  returning  from-  the  very  vil-i    - 
lage  which  has  affprded  us  thefc  gleanings. — ^^  * 
Butl  will  give  you  2^  refpitc. '  You  have  h^4    ' 
g  l9ng;walk,  .         ' 
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LETTER    XXXIL 


TO  THE  SAMX« 


You  arc  now  to  imagine  yburfclf  ^ 

invifiblc  fpy,  upon  your  fclf-amufing  friend.. 

•\'  '    . 

' — --What  a  ftrange  contrajdidory  race,  after 


all,  arc  the  Dutch  !  Here,,  at  the  jfcat  ^of  po-..: 
litcnefs,  at  their  court,  the  refidence  of  the 
reprcfentatives  of  Emperors  and  Kings — the 
refidence  of  a  Prince  from  the  Houfe  of  Orange, 
and  of  a  Princefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Pniffia— 
even  while  the  town  is  in  full  fafhion,  at  this 
feafon  of  its  chief  gaiety  and  fplendour,  the 
windows,  favc  the  oxdinary  Utting-rooms,  are 
all  barred  and  bolted  at  mid-day  from'  the  air, 
even  of  the  hbbleft  houfes,  and  are  not  again 
be  unclofed,  till  a  formal. day  of  com^ 
pany.  PjTay  what  may  this-  be  for  ?  They 
confider  air,,  as  well  as  water,  unwholefome, 
and  the  fun,:forfootTi,  is  unfriendly  to  furni- 
ture. Thu$^  two  i>f  heaven's  richeft  difpenfa^ 
tions  they  abfolutely  exclude. — Can  there  hp 
fuch  perverfity  ?  What !  ftiut  out  the  air  and 
the  fun  in  Holland !  where  the  breath  of  tho 

one. 
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one,  and  th^  genial  warnnth  of  the  other,  ought 
to  be  prayed  for  as  a  beatitude !    (very  long 
ilrides  towards  the  clofe  of  this  apoftrophe) 
Then  they  appear  to  me  to  aggravate  the  offence 
by  their  indiflference  about  the  fea  isoaier^  the 
blefiing  of  which  flows  into  their  very  arms* 
Such  an  ocean  wafting  health  over  fuch  a  town  ! 
Yet  at  this  Scheveiing,  how  vainly  have  I  at- 
tempted accommodation  ?  What,  no  lodgings  ? 
No  bathing    machines  ?    no — no  bathers  ?  a 
few  common  people,  and  a  draggling  Englifti- 
man  or  two,  who  dafh,  ftark  naked,  into  the 
open  &a ! 

What  \  infenfible  alike  to  air,  fire,  and  wai- 
ter !  Surely  no  people  upon  earth  havir  greater 
occafion  for  each  of  thefe  bleilings — a  cold  fitu- 
atibn— a  cold  temperature — fogs  over  their 
heads— ftagnant  water  on  each  fide  of  theni ; 
the  ocean  vifiting  them  but  af  few  points,  and 
thefe  few  not  attended  to ! — (violent  walking, 
andtho  tones  rifing,  a  little  chaffed  by  the 

fubjedb.)' 

None  of  our  Britifli  watering  places,  evea 
on. our  fca-beat  Jhore,  can  Ihew  a  fairer  Beach 
than  that  of  Scheveiing;  and  yet  the  irihabi- 
Canu^of  the  Hague,  amounting  to  many  tliou- 

Q  4  fands 
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fands^  (liv wg  .within,  tw^o,  jjiilqs,  cut;  fhrc*igln 
tKe  moft  dqiiciQusi  -wa^  cxr  ridcj^  fhaded.  aiikq. 
from  heat  and , Gold)  juf^:.  b,eftow  an  infe^fibl^ 
look,  and  leave  it  to  fiiljcrjp^n  and  fifl^es  Ifri^ii  " 
nioil  a  run).  ,    ,.  •        -  - 

I  perceive  you  might  as  fpou  exged  to  fee. 
the Thamqs  take  fire,  as  a  Dutchman,: except 
in   the  way.  of.  his  trade, ..tak?-.  to  the  -water.  • 
Not  even  th^  haying  ,a  number  oflep^r-hoqfes, 
can.  indicate  to   dieqi  the  neceOity.  ofablu- 
tions — a  .feT;  of  people,  too,  who  w^lh  every, 
thing  iui  ihem/elves  almoft  to  pieces !.  How. 
prepofterous  !    and  then  how  provoking  to  fee. 
them,  .as    I  ..<Jid  laft  night,  -fit  by  -hundreds 
in  the  dampspf  the  evening  at  their  doors,  with.  - 
therr    infeniible    nofe^    hung    ovei:    a  .  thick  . 
"  mantling  P9oVL^  ftinking.  canal-^inftead  of* 
inhaling  "the.  breeze,  frelhehed  by  the\wave«  ' 
zt\6nly   a^mtle   and  an  half's,  dr/i/fnce^!  ..Cpod^ 
heaven!  tliat  I  and  th?  fea-gylls  fhould  haye,  - 
had  the  wljoie  ocean  toj  ourfelves.  fuch  a  day  as 
this  has "  been ! — (vehement  adlion,  and  tones,  • 
that  made  many  paflcngers  ftare,   more  laugh 
at,    and  one. or  two  pity ^ me)^— No  -  wondci^ 
th6n,  that  the  villagers,  fo  far  rjftom  affording,  , 
me  a;  chamber,  ogcafioned  a  genpral  appirehenH*   > 


».    J 
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•     ■  ■     -  • 

Jlon  amongft  the  inhabitants,  cither  that  I 
inu(l  be  bit  by  a  mad  dbg,  or  have  evil  dc- 
ijgns  upon  myfclf,  in  either  cafe,  no  fafe  in- 
mate. *^  What,  fir,  Qfaid  ^n  inn-keeper  to 
'*  me)  would  you  leave  the  Hague  to  come  and 
^*  }odg9  at  fuch  a  place  as  this  ?  We  never  had 
^*  any  people  of  your  appearance  come  to  fleep 
'•  here,  but  a  rheumatic  old  lady,  that  ufed  to 
**  tuck  hcrfelf,  neck  and  heels^  into  a  great 
»*  tub,  in  whigh  (he  ufed  to  parboil  two  o^; 
^*  three  time«  a  week;  but  Ihe  died  of  it  for 
**  all  that ;  and  we  fuppofe  Ihe  was  boiled  to 
^*  death.  N6body  lets  lodgings  here:  you 
^*  may  eat  and  drink,  and  pafs  the  day,  but 
1*  muft  fleep  at  hope," 

This  provoking  fellow  talked  Englifli  toOj^ 
juft  as  I  have  given  hU  remarks.  By  this  timq 
my  enquiries  after  a  room,  and  running  fron^ 
hpufe  to  houfe,  had  gathered  people,  and  I 
found  myfelf  in  a  mob,  from  which  I  turned 

9way^  and  ran  off  at  full  fpced,juftifying. every 
fufpiciQt^   that   had   been  xaifed  againft   me^   . 
touching  my  infanity. 

But  to  cicape  from  thefe  Dutch  wags,  and 
f  onverfe  with  you  my  friend — 
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*  The  village  of  Scbcveling  confifts  of  one 

very  long,  pretty  ftrect,  and  two  or  three  fmal- 

#   .         .  .  ^         ... 

ler 


^  > 


^  The  following  anecdote  rei(pcdlxng  this  village,  is  worth 
gleaning.  Tte  Datch  were  faved  here  in  idi^byan  extra* 
orAitxarjrckcumftancc.  When  Louis  the  Fourteenth  came  down 
txpon  them,  he  propofedto  enter  the  province  of  Holland  hj 
laqd>  that  his  fleet,  in  conjuniflipn  with  ihat  of  Great  Britain 
might  nwke  a  dcfccnt  on  the  fide  of  the  Hague  by  the  fea. 
When  the  united  fleets  came  up  within  fight  of  Schevelingjj  and 
w«re  preparing  to  land,  the  tide  changed  its  ufual  coorfe,  and 
Sopped  Ibr  feveral  hours/  though,  at  other  times*  very  regular^ 
The  inhabitants  were  amased.  The  next  morning  Oe  Ruyter, 
the  br^ve  Dutch  Admiral,  came  up,  and  ihet  £ns;liih  ^ 
French  fleets  wi^re  difpeirfed  by  a  ftorm* 

Of  thi$  i^$  which  is  un^ueftionabk,  we  aie  prefented  with 
fome  moral  animadverfions,  by  thofe  who  attribute  it  to  the 
immediate  interpofition  of  Providence,  while  others,  who/'  hate 
miracles/'  fayi  die  moralift,  pretend  that  it  happened  at  a 
great  ebb.'  But  then,  adds  the  acfvocate  for  miracles,  was  not 
this  very  ebb  in  itfelf  a  Providence,  as  the  terrible  defcent 
which  muft  have  exterminated  the  Republick,  was  to  happen 
pun<lually  at  that,  and  no  pther^  tin\e?  Ipde^d,  one  of  our 
own  writers  (Bifhop  Burpet)  feems  to. favor  th^.,theii  general, 
opinion  bif  its  being ,  ainongft  the  peculiar  protc^ons  of  a  fa^ . 
periorpowen  In  his  Hiftcoy  o?his  own  Times,  we  find  th^ 
following  pgffage,  confirming  the  truth  of  the  event;.,  though 
poSbly,  with  fome  others*  you  may  not  confider  the  teftimony 
of  ojir  wondei-Ioving  prelate^  as  adding  much  Sfength.tpi.a 
modem  miracle.  **  Soon  after  the  Endifb.  fleet. had  refitted  ^ 
'^  thcfflfclvesj  (&ys  hi»  lordfiiip;,  th^  appeared  in  figbt  of 
.  .i       ,  ;*  Schcvcling, 
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fcr  ones,  branching  from  it,  each  of  which, 
like  the  parent  one,  goes  diredly.  to  as  fine  a 
beach,  as  ever  was  waftied  by  fait  water.  A 
town  of  much  lefs  fize  in  any.  part  of  Great 
Britain,  fo  aufpicioufly  placed,  would  be  fitted 
ouft  into  apartments  to  receive*  fome  hundreds 
of  Ilrangers,  who  would,  in  tul-n,  contribute 
very  materially  to  the  fubfillence  and  comfort 
of.  the  native  inhabitants,  as  in  Hallings,  Ly* 
mington,  Wivenhoc,  Eaft  Bourne,  &c.  &c. 

But,  precious  as  gain  is  to  a  Hollander,  there 

is  one  thing  yet  more  dear — his  prejudices.     He 

.  detefts,  dreads,  (brinks  from  innovation ;  and 

"  Scheveling,  inaking  up  to  the  (hore.  The  tide  tomed,  but 
"  th^  reckoned,  that  with  the  next  floods  they  would  certainly 
"  bnd  the  forces  that  were  on  board,  where  they  were  like  to 
**  mike  no  refiftancc.  The  States  fent  to  the  Prince  for  fome 
**  fcgiments  to  hinder  the  defcent,  but  he  could  -not  fpare  many 
**  men,  having  the  French  near  him.  So  between  the  two 
"  the  conntiy  was  given  up  for  loft,  unlefs  De  Ruyter  fhould 
"  come  up :  the  flood  retnmedji  which  the  people  thought  was 
'*  to  end  in  their  ruin  ;  but,  to  all  their  amazement,  after  it 
.  *'  had  flowed  two  or  three  houn,  an  ebb  of  many  hours  fuc« 
^  oeededy  which  carried  the  fleet  again  to  fea ;  and  before  that 
**  was  fpent,  De  Ruyter  came  in  view.  This  they  reckoned  a 
*■  minciewiought  for  their  piefervation.'* 

Too  are  not  ignorant,  that,  fome  years  prior  to  this  event> 
ear  King  Chaiks,  during  his  long  exile,  embarked  twice  at 

if 
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i£;hc;is  tempted' into  it,  he .rcvchges  .hJmfdf 
otf-.  yQU   by  enormous  retaliation,  -  As  for-  ex^  • 
aoapU^-invited  by  the  fbugale,  which  reno-'- 
vfeted::P5C  after,  a  couple  of  torrid  vifits  to  thr- 
li^gue,  in  the  very  centre  of  the  canals,  which '^ 
iij  the  hot   feather  are,   literally,  in  a  putrid* 
feper^  I  was  fo  ibuck  by  the  feducing  power 
ofxi^ntraft^ — I  fielL  the  exchange  fo  forcibly,— i  - 
^  ftagnant  dil£h-for-a:flowing  wave  of  living^ 
water,  that  I  could  not  but   hazard  a  fecond 
tiyai  i<x  get  into  fomethinglike  a  fleeping  room, 
though  it  IhouM  be  in  one  of  the  filhing-boats, 
A*i  Englifh  gentleman,  who,  at  that  time,  ac- 
CQj3f)panied  me,  and  who  fpoke  Dutch  fluently, 
took  me  to  ^n  Jnjv-Joeeper^  whom  hp  informed 

me  had  •  many :  chambers  unoccupied  •  **  cham 

»-  " 

bers,  faid  he,  that  never  feel  funfhine  or  ain 

.\ ' .  • .  ^ 

but  on  fabbithi*  days.'*  AVith  miigh  difficulty, 
h^.was  brought  into,  iny  pl^n^  but  to  preclude. 
th|5  poffibility  of.  my:  acceding  to  bis,  he  de-;* 

iircd  my  interpreting  friend  to  inform  me,  that 
fox Qttce^' Vii^^  entirely  to  qllig^  me,  he  would. 
aci[:on)modatje  ipe<  wi^  a  bed-ropm  for  twenty*^, 
four  florins  (more"  than  two  guineas)  per  week;* 
and  if  I  made  it  up  thirty,  he  would  give  mc, 
a  bit  of  fifli  for  my  dimmer.     Before  I  had  time  . 
to  exprcfs  my  aftonifhment  at  this    deniand^^ . 
(wkich  more  than  doubles  the  beft  apartments 


» » 
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for  fingle  men  at  the  Hague)  he  conduced  us 
to  a  cat-hole  of  a  place,  where' the  cat  Woiild 
have  panted  for  breath,  without  any  hope  of* 
getting  it;  and  in  this  curious  cabinet,* in  the 
darkeft  corner,  was  crowded  a  fomethtng 'by- 
way of  bed,  ten  times  more'difordered  thaii  tfcat 
which  held.- the  unfortunate  Villcrs  Duke'^'of 
Buckingham.  "  Will  it  do?"  alked  the  butch^ 
fnati,  'with  a  gravity  provokirigly  inflexible. 
«  Do  /  (faid  I)  DO?'*  "  What  ydu  do  not  90^ 
^  prove  of  it  tlien?  There's  no  hafm  doni^,'* 
qxioth  the  Dutchman,  (hutting  it  up,  and  Walk- 
ing off;  "  an  old  friend  of  mine,  however, 
•''and  who  once  favcd  my  life,  has  flept  on  it 

"  fomc  years;  :ahd,  if  it  was  good  enougfi-ftr^" 

...  f 

••himi  itmight.ferve  your  turn,!  fhould  thTfiki 
•!  'Whoare  a  ftranger  I  never  faw  before/'       "'* 


•  l.'really  was  indignant  beyond  fpeaking.  We^ 
had  now  gained*  the  ftreet^^door;  a  huge  Po^' 
meranian  dog  lay  at  it:  "  O,  here  he  is,"  ex^-^ 
claimed  the  Dutchman ;  "  what  do  you  think]^ 

\  my  poor  old  P-oitlmf  this  heer  (gentleman^ 
though  a  perfect  flranger,  alked  me  for  tC- 
^- bed,  and  I  was  juft  going  to  let  him  have- 
**  .your's  I  but  luckily  he  did  not  accept  if  5  and' 
*•  I  am  glad  on  it,  for  I  fhould  have  been  an 
•^  ungrateful  fellow,  to  have  turned  you  out  of 

K  ■  ^^  your 


cc 

• 
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«V  your  bed,  for  a  man  I  never  faw  before  in  my 
«'  life. — Poor  ^d  Pomm  I  do  you  remember 
**  what  you  did  for  me  off  the  Doggerbank, 
*«  when  I  was  wafhed  over-board  ?  Do  you  re- 
*^  ipember  how  you  pulled  me,  and  held  me 
•*  hy  the  nape  of  the  nieck^  till  my  mefTmates 
**  got  me  out  of  .the  water;  You  left  your 
**  marks  on  me.  Look  here  Ppmm ;  and  while 
*'  this  is  in  jniy  flefb,  fliall  I  turn  thee  out  of 

•«  thy  bed?   No,. d -n  me^  Pomm — not  for 

"  all  the  beers  (gentlemen)  of  Chriftendoml" 


\  J 


My  companion. alTured  me  this  tras  as  nearly 
a.  literal  tranflation  as  pofUbk:  and  from  my 
knowledge  of  the.  Dutch  language  iince^  and  of 
the  impreflioa  made  of  the  founds  on  my  me«' 
mory  at  the  time,  I  find  it  was  fo.  But  there  were 
other  iigns  of  the  fidelity  of  the  tranflation,  :bb€ 
the  adion  which  accompanied  the  words,  die 
careffes  which  the  Dutchman  lavilhed  on  his 
dog,  the  rebuke  with  which  he  loaded  himfelf, 
and  the  tears  whif:h  fell  from  his  eyes-^noC 
tifed  to  weep-— when  he  fhewcd  to  the  preferVtr 
of  his  life,  the  marks  in  his  neck,  were  ante-^ ' 
Cedent^  and  fuperic^r  to  all  the  language  ytt 
fpoken  by  human  beings. 

I  was 
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I  was  difarmcd.  I  faw  very  plainly,  that 
the  Dutchman,  yielding  to  my  importunities, 
which  were  very  earneft,  had  no  way  of  putting 

an  end  to  them,  but  by  a  ftroke  of  waggery, 
and  apparent  extortion,  which  he  was  fkthfied 
I  could  not  give  into,  and  his  ftratagcm  fuc- 
ceeded.  I  confidered  poor  old  Pofmn  as  a  be- 
tiefadbr,  and  the  Dutchman  as  a  grateful  fel- 
low— though  I  ftill  think  old  Pofnm'mi^i  have 
been  better  lodged. 

Touch  my  afFedions,  and  do  what  you  will 
with  me ;  but  excite  my  difguft,  by  cold,  de- 
ligned  impofition,  neither  enlivened  by  fro- 
lick,  nor  recompenfed  by  humanity — I  revolt 
at^  and  whenever  I  am  able,punifh  it. 

Of  this  kind  is  the  behaviour  of  a  fellow  in 
the  village,  which  has  yielded  thefe  little  ad-  " 
ventures.  His  houfe  is  fituated  fb  commo-* 
dioufly  to  the  fca,  of  which  it  has  the  entire 
command,  as  it  has  of  every  thing,  within 
many  leagues,  moving  on  the  face  of  the  wa- 
ters, that  it  would  juftify  a  moderate  Ihare  of 
knpofition^  and  1  am  forry  to  be  under  the 
nfcceffity  of  letting  you  know  this  man  indulges 
ia  fo€h  aa  unreaibnable  extortion,  that  neither 

you. 


•     « 

you,  or  any  of  my  couatrymciij^  fliall^  bcco&itf 
hik'vidimS,  iflcanhelp^iti,  •      '         '  • 

Wearied  with  fauhUififlg  alt)%' thtbe^^^  I 
fai;  ,myfdf  down  at  this  inan's  houfe  to  repofe^ 
after  which  I  followed  the  cxampte  of  a  Dutch 
gentleman,  then  irt  the  fajnexoom^  and:  whom 
I  had  juft  obferVed  ^y  four  ftivers  (fourpence) 
for  a  glafs  ofj  milk  and  geneva,  and  a  plate  of 
Ihr^mps — ra.  common  rifrefhment  here,  and  to 
be  had  in  great  peffecSionfc    . 

.  Having  regaled  and  refted,  I  demanded  rii/ 
rtokoaing— ^which  is,  i^id  the 


x< * .    •  ■-» 


Inn^kcf^er^ 
'  ^ighfeenftivers. 


-  r 


Gleaner. 
rtEigHteert  (livers  !   -  For  what  ? 


J-      V       .      . 


Inn^-keeper.  ,      . 

Xor.  my  hqufe  ;  for  the  windows  v  -for'thtt 

fij[hi/ipr  the  geneva;   &r  the  milk^  for  the' 

.  '  •  ■  ■       «  '.  ■  '  ^ 

bread.;  for  the  SEA!         =     •    .  /    I  . 

f        ...        • 

"   '•     '   "  'Glehner. 

-   .  ■    •      ■.       '    •  •  ■    .       •    •  ■ 

•  A  great  many  articles,  certainly,  when  i<y  in- 
genioully  fpread  out  I  .But  the  gentleman,  whd  ■ 
has  recently  left  this  very  houfe,  thefe  windows^ 

this 
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this  Tea,  and  taking  a  Kke  proportion  of  ybuf 
bread,  milk,  fifti,  and  Hollands,  along  With  him, 
paid  only  four  ftivcrs, 

Inn-keeper. 
What  is  that  to  you? — he  is  a  cuftomer;  he 
otten  comes  to  iny  houfe;  he  is  a  Dutchman! 
Do  you  think  I  can  afford  to  treat  ftrangers  as 
I  do  my  own  countrymen? — a  man,  from  God 
knows  where,  like  a  gentleman  who  lives  at  the 
Higue — and  who  is  a  magiftrate  ? 

I  only  wifh  I  was  a  magiftrate  for  half  an 
hour,  and  lived  at  the  Hague  too,  for  your 
fake,  my  friend. 

Inn-keepet. 
.  Eighteen  ftivers,  I  demand — eighteen  lliveri^ 
1  will  have — or  my  goods  back  again. 

Hereupon  he  flapped  the  door  upon  me,  and 
as  I  did  not  know  well  how  to  manage  the  curi- 
ous alternative — 'the  goods,  as  he  called  them> 
though  dearly  bought,  fitting  perfedlly  c.lfy  on 
my  ftomach — I  paid  eighteen  pence  for  a  fmall 
tumbler  of  milk,  into  which  I  infufed  about 
a'tca-fpoonful  of  Hollands,  bread  in  propor- 
tion, and  about  forty  fhrimps.  The  original 
*  VOL.  ir.  H  colt 
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coft  to  the  publican  might  (a  little  over-rated) 
Hand  thus,  Englifh  money: 

£  J.  ^. 

Shrimps,        -        •         -  o  o  oi 

Bread,        -        -        '-        -     o  o  oi 

Milk,        -        -       •      -        o  o  o{ 

Geneva,         -        -  -  o  o  of 


Total  o    o     if 

Fair  allowable  gain  on  three 

pence,   (juft  half  price),  o    o     if 

Extra,  for  extortion  on  a  ftranger  013 

On  getting  down  ftairs,  he  defired  to  fee  no 
more  of  me*  O  were  all  commands  as  cafy  to 
be  obeyed !  On  enquiry,  and  reprefentation  of: 
this  faft  at  the  table  d'holCy  where  I  that  day 
dined,  I  found  feveral  gentlemen  had  met  the 
fame  extravagance,  accompanied  by  the  fame 
infolcnce.  As  well,  therefore,  in  juft  refent^ 
ment,  as  in  patriot  good  will  to  the  Englifh 
p'ublick  in  general,  and  to  you,  my  friend,  in 
particular,  I  have  marked  this  man,  and  his 
houfe*;  and  farther  inform  you  that  the  name 

of 

*  It  feems  as  if  extortion  was  hereditary  here;  for  we  find  it. 
recorded,  that  this  Tery  houfe,  which  had  been  an  km  half  sl< 
century  ago,  ftood  topty  a  nambcr  of  years*  on  account  of  tht. 
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of  the  forhier  is  Grevers,  and  the  fign  of  the 
latter,   the  Hieren  Logement. 

Beware ;  it  is  a  duty  we  owe  ourfelves,  and 
fociety,  not  to  be  the  dupe  of  an  impofition 
in  any  country.  I  fhould  not  have  even  known 
to  what  a  degree  this  was  one,  had  I  not  been 
prefent  at  the  Dutch  gentleman's  payment  for 
prccifely  the  fame  articles;  though  common 
experience  mufthave  confideredit  as  infufFera- 
ble,  being  within  two  ftivers  (two  pence)  ex- 
adlly  what  you  give  at  the  table  d'hote  of  the 
Marefchal  de  Turcnne,  for  as  good  a  dinner  ' 
confifting  of  two  excellent  courfes,  and  a  libe- 
ral dcfert)  as  you  can  have  in  any  part  of  Lon- 
don, for  half  a  crown  a-head.  As  the  firft 
part  of  this  adventure  then,  ferves  as  a  warn- 
ing for  the  Schevelin  inn,  let  this  conclufion 
of  it  operate  as  a  recommendation  to  the  hotel 
at  the  Hague. 

impoiing  charges  of  the  inn-kccpers.  **  The  man  that  kept  it 
•'  laft,  (fays  an  authentick  traveller)  broke.  He  trefpaflcd 
•*  gricvoufly  on  the  ftranger's  pocket  \  and,  in  confequence, 
came  to  nothing,  unlamented,  after  having  made  his  rapacity 
fufficientiy  known,  to  drive  every  body  from  his  houfe,  not- 
withftanding  the  beauty  of  its  fituation/'  But  notwithfland- 
ing  this  example  before  his  eyes,  mine  hofl  has  not  profited  of 
it.  If  my  friend  and  reader  takes  warning,  that  will  b^  fuffi- 
cicnt. 

H  2  But, 
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But  ji^cjge  nQt,  from  thefe,  individual  \n^, 
ftanccs,  cither  way,  or  at  either  place,  that  all 
is  fair  dealing  at  the  Hague,  or  all  extortion  at 
Schevelin.  t  have  vefy  pointed  inftances  in 
referve,  where  you  will  fee  an  exadt  inverfion 
of  the  exceptions,  viz.  abominable  extortion 
at  the  Hague,  and  excellent  behaviour,  com-' 
bined  with  a  reafonable  charge,  at  Schevelin, 

And,  as  I  am  furc  I  Ihall  do  a  more  eflcntial 
fervice  to  the  Britifli  traveller,  by  occafionally 
(as  they  occur  in  my  path)  gleaning  for  him 
thefe  remarks  for  the  government  of  his  purfe, 
and  perfon,  than  if  I  were  to  prefent  him  with 
the  name  of  every  painter,  and  the  hiftory  of 
every  painting,  with  the  natural  hiftory  of  every 
butterfly,  and  bug,  in  the  Prince's  mufeum ; 
I  fhall,  in  the  proper  times  and  places,  remem- 
ber to  hold  out  to  him,  hints  of  both  thefe 
examples. 

At  the  prefent  moment,  if  you  pleafe,  wc 
will  amufc  ourfelves  on  the  beach,  where  you' 
w:ill  fee  upwards  of  loo  large  fifliing  boats, 
Ducch-buiit  of  courfe,  drawn  up  in  array,  equir 
diftant  from  each  other,  their  nets  fpread  for 
drying  to  the  fun,  tlie  colours  of  their  pro- 
vinces flying  J  their  faiTs,  yellow  and  deep 
brown,  drying  alfo ;  and  making,  thus  afib- 

ciated. 
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elated,  and  Arranged,  a   very   agreeable  ap- 
pearance. 

During  the  Ihoft  vacation  ^^^hich  the  tkie  al- 
Tows,  it  is  curious  to.obfcrve  the  employments, 
and  paftimes,  carried  on  by  thefe  fons  and 
daughters  of  induftry,  who  not  only  live  ly^ 
but  almoft  on^  that  various  clement,  with  which 
they  are  cncompaflcd.  Football,  cricket, 
quoits,  races,  by  men,  women,  and  children, 
the  aged  and  the  young ;  dances  on  the  fund,  the 
fifti-carriers  and  the  fifliermen  becoming  part- 
ners, joining  hands,  fome  of  them  apparently 
joining  hearts,  (checks  and  lips  very  often}; 
boys  bathing  the  draft  dogs,  girls  thofe  happier 
puppies  doomed  to  favouritifm;  little  creatures 
without  fhoes  or  ftockings  fwimming  and  div- 
ing like  the  fifties,  amongft  which  they  live; 
fome,  as  if  the  fca  fervice  was  an  innate  idea, 
(though  it  is  more  like  imitation)  converting 
their  very  hats  and  fabots  into  boats,  and  their 
Ihirts  into  fails,  fwim  out  with  them  in  tow  fo 
far  into  the  fea,  that  an  Englilh  mother  would 
tremble  to  behold  them.  The  fetting  the 
boats  off,  when  the  tide  fcrvcs,  is,  likewife, 
another  pleafant  profpcd:.  They  are  all  in  ex- 
treme good  fellowfliip,  and  ftart,  as  nearly  as 
may  be,  all  at  once;  then  fpread,  and  fcpararc, 

H  3  which 
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which  is  a  frefh  marine  pjdure;  and  when  the 
weather  is  fine  is  truly  amufing ;  the  jn^Qrc  fo, 
as,  on  account  of  the  different  figure,  falhion, 
fails, .  colours,  and  courfes  of  the  boats, ,  the 
appearance  is  very  djftjndt  from  what  ii^c  pb-? 
ferve  oa.the  fea  coalts  iif  the  Englifli  filjEiery. 
While  they  are  gone,  the  fp'orts,  though  by  the 

abfence  of  the  failors — 

. . «  •  ■  I      • 

*«  Maim'd  of  half  their  joys."  '  *  * 


lire  refumed.  The  incredible  Ihoals  of  childreni 
in  this  little  town,  begiti  to  makcf  me  think  it 
was  with  good  reafon,  the  ancient  j)octs  rhadc 
the  queen  of  love  fpring  frbm  the  fea;  and  it 
is  an  obfcrvation,  that  I  fancy  every  cpafl.  town 
Corroborates.  Biit  this  exceeds  all  1  ever  be- 
heM ;  though,  I  muft  confefs,  few  of  them  feenx 
to  have- been  the  defcejidants  of  Venus";  Tor  a, 
more  abhorrent  fet  of  little  naked  cupids,  never 
wafhed  themfelves  in  their. parent  waves.  Yct,^ 
they  are  all  healthy,  and  all  happy.  The  return. 
of  the  Koats  is  a  fcene  of  bufy  cxpecflation. 
Huhdreds  of  bafket-women,  barrow-men;  and 
barrow  dogs,  are  Ifretched  along  the  beach, 
even  to  the  edge  of  the  waters,  but  no  faj;ther; 
for  none  of  thefe  women,  or  very  few,  go  un- 
Ihod,  or  unftockinged.     Qn  the  contrary, ;  they 


arc 
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arc  remarkably  neat  ^  in  their  blue  worded 
ilockings^  and  flippers ;  and,  however,  many 
of  the  former  may  fliew  the  marks  of  houfe- 
wifry,  an  hole  in  them  is  not  only  extraordinary, 
but  fcandalous :  nor  are  thefe  girls,  or  women, 
iiv  any  refpedl  indecent.  They  nod,  fmile  on, 
J€ft  -  with,  every  paflenger  they  meet,  (all 
through  Holland,  unlefs  you  obvioufly  flmn 
their  harmlefs  familiarity;)  but  never  pafs 
this  bound ;  it  is  a  kind  of  courtefy  here,  be- 
longing to  this  clafs  of  people;  and  is,  per- 
haps, a  better  way  than  having  to  pull  your  hat 
ofFevery  other  moment,  (which  is  the  cafe  in 
their  great  towns)  in  exchange  of  the  trouble- 
femc  civility  of  the  citizens  and  gentry. — 
Even  the  female  children  are.only  permitted  to 
dabble  without  their  ftockings,  while  the  boys 
aifert,-  very  early,  the  privileges  of  the  hardy 
fex,  and  grow  adventurous  by  prefcription.  On 
the  unlading  of  the  boats,  every  barrow,  and 
ixiflcet  is  filled  to  the  brim,  fomctimes  by  fix 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  dogs,  boys,  men, 
and  women,  fet  "  doggedlyrto  work,"  as  T>v. 
Johnfbn  ftrangely  exprefles  himfelf,  and  run, 
or  rather  trot  to  the  Hague  market  with 
earneft  adlivity.  This  fliuts  up  the  amufe- 
ments  of  the  beach;  fo  with  your  permiflion-, 
after  a  paufe,  we  will  return  alfo. 

H  4  LETTER 
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TO    THE    SAME. 

'  '  .  ».  r 

■  \ 

«      »     -  * 

JL  ES,  my  friend,  we  will  return,  but  not' 
e5Ca(5Hy  by  the  fame  way  we  came,  enchanting* 
a$  it  was.  After  you  have  taken  a  peep,  at^ 
our  re-entrance  of  the  before  defcribed  walks,* 
to  furvey  the  moving  pidlure  (anda  veryfingu- 
Ur  one  it  is)  of  the  fwarms  of  fifh'-boys,  filh-' 
rneni  fifh^girls,  jfifh- dogs,  and  fifh  alive,  filling' 
every  path  in  the  long  avenues;  ftriving  which' 
ftiall  arrive  with  their  loads  firft  to  markietv 
I  beg  to  take  you  by  the  handj  and  conduft 
you  as  entirely  out  of  the  fight  of  thefe,  and  alt 
(?/A^r  public  objcds^  as  if  you  were  in  thcdeepcft 
I'Cceffes  of  Windfor,  or  any  lefs  fafhioriablei 
foreft.  You  gucfs,  already,  I  allude  to  what  I 
called  the  concealed  walk^,  in  the  outfet  of  my 
dcfcription, — Yes,  jet  us  glide  into  one  of 
thefe — both  are  of  equal  beauty— and — 

«'  T|ic  world  forgetting,  by  the  world  forgot  ;'* 

• 

Jet  w^.hayc  thU  little  green'  regalia  wholly  to 
purfclvcs.  In  this  fequeftered  fpot  of  half  a 
league;  fituatcd,  as  it  is^  in  n  land,  which  may, 

^Imoft 


almaftbejcojafidered  as  "  'in  the  flat  fea  fimk/' 
. — even-in  Holland i  and  within  a  few;  furipngl 
of  that  very  fea — we  (hall  be  prefented.  \yith  n 
verdant  paths^  as  redundant  foliage,  as  imper^ 
vious  glooms,  as  agreeable  openings  to  the  fun, 
and  aST'ithia  variety  of  ol)je(3:a  in  keeping,  "i^ith 
fuch  fcenery,  ^  in  the  moft  happy  woodlands 
of  our  own  country;  even  in.  that  delightful 
pvt  of  it  (Wales,)  which  occupied  fo  large  a 
ihare  of  opr  earlier  correfpondence.  The'r^^ 
}t  njuft.be  confeffcd,  Nature j is  j^  volunteer^ 
Were,  ihe  has  been  prcfled  into  the  fervjce.;. 
-ifli;  Caqnbria,  (he  has  "  fixed  her  feats  of  dpareft 
ircGdenqe;*'  ihe  is  a  native, — In  Hplland,  IhS 
is^n  exotic,  dragged  relu^antly  from  home, 
and  made  to.cft^blifh  in  a  foreign.  foiL  In 
Great  Brifjain,.  fhe  confents  willingly  to 
yield  up  her  blqoming  beauty,  and  is  en^ 
aniourcd  of  the  clime.  In  Italy,  yet  morej 
—there  (he  luxuriates.  In  Holland,  the 
vegetable  goddefs,  like  many  of  her  fex,  hg^ 
been  fo  long,  ah^  fo  affiduoufly  wooed,,  that^ 
after  unavailing  refiftance  and  refufal,  flie  gives 
up  the  point  to  her  perfevering  lover,  and 
inake$  him  happy  to  get  rid  of  his  importunity. 
And  in  this  country  Ihe  has  been  fo  carefled, 
jnvit^d,  and  cherilhed,-^the  whole  Republic 
have,  mdeed,  paid  fuch  homage  tQ  her,  iince 


# 


ik6Tttt}td  intohgfi:  them;  that  it  is  no  wonder 
ftc'isi  at  rengtfc/b6h<nliated,--^bc(lwvs  a  gracious 
ftniie  over 'fucli*pafts*ffs  apt  firfceptibl'^  of  hc'r 

influence,  and^ffirtfllatt^  to  the  foil. 


;  The  fpot  we  are^^rveying  is,  indeed,  pre- 
eminently favonred.-  Our  path,  you  obfcrve, 
isXffi  the  furface  of  a  fine  terrace,  wide  enough 
ito  admit  half  a  ^iozcii  perfon&  abreafi  in  fome 
j^Iaces,  and  harroMfing,  imperceptibly,  in  others, 
fo-as  to  admit -only,  what  k  ufually  more 
^reeable  in  fuch  fort  of  walky — z  iUe  dt^te. 
fi^ay,  one  fidei  (the  \tk^  returning  to  thfe 
«Hag^c)— runs  off  into  a  variety  of  woody  rew 
^ceffcs,  the  fdottJi^ay  <>f  which  i&  adapted  only 
ito  a-  foliloquy-^fuch,  as  (bme  few  ifmnJs 
v](now  how  to  ^  turn  to  even  focial  advantage 
-—fuch  as  youjps^  my  friend.  <. 


\     '    w     ■^     • 


■  > 


/*  Thofi  jurho  ai:t.fittcd, 
*•  Or  in  Courts  lpih«ic, 
J   ** .  With  unaff|;ftcd  jff^,  or  ^walk  the  plain  5 
'  "    '  "'VPith  innoccrtcc  and  meditation  joiil'd, 

«  In  foft  aifemWage."     '      • 


.:r It  would  employ  «K>rc  time  than  we  have  to 
,fparr,.  were  .wcio.turn  into   any  one  of  thefc 

wixKling  w^lks,  and  ftiffer  outfelves  to  be  led 
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Mway  by  its  frducing  deviations.— It  is  invoU 
yed  in  fo  many  vernal  labyripths,  that  I  can 
only  recommend  them  to  you,  when  Solitude, 
and  her  companions,  Poefy,  and  let  me  add, 
.jphilofophy^r  concur,  with  leifure,  to  devote  a 
pipYnipg^.or  evening  .to  iuch  aflbciates.  Keep- 
ing the  terrace,  we  ftiall,  for  the  time  that  is  on 
our  hands,  be  fufficiently  gratified.  As  we  go 
along,  you,  who  are  new  to  the  fcene,  will  be 
ftruck  with  rural  objcdts,  n^t  often  to  be  found 
^n  any  country  in  the  .vicinity  of  the  ocean; 
apd  pf  one  of  the  moft  populous,  as  well  as  po- 
fuUr  towns,  in  Eui^ope.  Among  thefe,  the 
ribund:  pf  that  ocean,  at  firft  loud  and  paf- 
iionate,  moderating  its  wrath  as  we  go  far- 
ijher  on,  till  at  length  it  -  foftens,  as  if  into 
founds  of  regret  at  having,  in  its  anger,  fent 
\x%  away,  and  perfuafivcly  murmuring  to  invite 
our  return.  How  eafily,  without  ftraining  the 
alluftpn;  may  one  apply  this  to  the  wayward, 
Jittle  animofities  of  this  little  life!  in  which, 
how  often  does  the  violence  of  rage — the  moft 
foaming  diffbnance,  melt  into  the  whifpers  of 
love!  On  the  right  hand  of  us,  but  many  a 
foot  beneath,  for  the  terrace  is  extremely  ele- 
vated,  you  perceive,  ih^,  obvious  roads;  you 
catch  a  glimpfe  of  them,  and  of  the  paflengers ; 
ftnd,  but  a  glimpfe,  the  next    three  or   four 

fteps. 


\ 
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•fl^pa' lht3W;up  the  view,  and  you  ire  again 
utid^r  covert  of  what  Milton  has  called  *'a 
verdant  wall/*  But  were  the  public  paths ///c'^i 
with  7/^/;r^  beauties,  we  might  fufFef  this  ex- 
clufiort  from  them  (your  pardon,  fair  ones,^  our 
ejfcItJfioflPld-very  temporary,)  whifr'^^  on  fuch 
'*'night  as  this;*'  (for  I  choofe  to  have  the  event- 
ing wc  are  taking  this  walk  a  very  fine  one) 
added  to  the  diverfified  founds  of  the  fca,  we 
have  the  forig  of  the  nightingale,  the' note  of 
the  cuckoo,  (whofe  very  hoarfendfi  hdij  k  charm 
for  us }  we  arc  in  the  education,  you  know/  of 
loving  his  voice  to  the  lafej)  the  concert  ttf 
the  fmall  birds  to  amufe  the  ear=-^the*perfume 
oi  the  wild-flowers,,  which  arc  here  in  profu* 
iion;  the  magnificence  of  the  trees,  many  of 
which  are,  **  of  thc-firXl  order  of  iizes;"  the 
oaks,  for .  example/:  which  arc  even  of  Druidi- 
cal  dignity;  the  Beaches,  the  American  poplar, 
and  a  very  luxuriant  growth  of  imderwbod. 
The  traveller,  who  has  but  a  relifh  of  the 
charms  of  verdure  in  him,  cannot  be  weary  of 
admiring    thefe,    and    many    other    objects; 

though,  (when  he  refleds  on  the  general  cha- 
rader,  and,  indeed^  general  furfece  of  Hol- 
land), he  will  be  apt  to  wonder 

••  How  the  devil  they  got  hcrc.*^ 

You 
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'  You  foon  arrive  at  the  barrier,  from  whence, 
to  your  furprife,  and  it  may  happen  in  fomc 
difpoiitions  of  mind,  to  your  diflike,  yoy  find 
yourfelf  in  the  ftreets  of  the  Hague;  a  rapid 
tranfition  from  umbrage  fo  profound,  might 
induce  you  to  fancy  yourfelf,  •'  in  depth  of 
woods  embraced  ;*'  and  then  by  another  ftroke 
of  magic  conveyed  to  a  large  town,  which  is  the 
rcfidence  of  courtiers,  and  the  feat  of  the  Dutch 
government;  Before  we  wholly  lofe  fight  of 
this  charming  promenade,  let  us  take  a  retro* 
Ipeftive  view  of  it  from  the  barrier,  which 
Ihews  us  the  perfpedlive  of  Scheveling  church, 
as  a  terminating  objedi:;  and  which  leads  me 
to  fay  a  few  parting  words  of  the  village. 

The  hiftorians  of  the  place  all  fay,  that  thii. 
little  town  is  extremely  ancient;  and  that  it 
was  more  than  double  the  fize  it  now  is.  In 
1470,  the  fea,  (which  I  have  fometimes  feen 
more  terrible  here  than  a  roaring  lion;  and 
in  a  very  few  hours  after,  it  might  have  been: 
likened  to  the  fleeping  lamb ;)  not  only  car- 
wed 'away  on.e  of  its  churches,  but  inundated 
mpre  than  two  thoufand  paces  beyond  it; 
^nd  carried  defolation,  and  ruin  in  its  courfe* 
in  153Q,    the    refidue  of  the   yiUage^    and 

the 


the  villagef s,  Ve#7  n'af rawly  •  dfcfaped  being 
fwallowed  up,  in  the  middlQ  of  the- 
night.  And,  notwithftanding  thtf  ^xtremtf 
height  of  the  banks,  fornfied-  by  the  (and- 
downs,  the  furious  element,  'in  difdain  of 
dontroul,  broke  over  them,  and'  dettaged-half* 
the  town  fucceffively  in  the  years  153  g-46-.5r, 
and  above  all  in  t^'j'o,'  on  thi '  drty  of  Allw 
Saints.  On  that  fataF  day  one  hundred  andT' 
twenty  houfes,  were  either  buried  tinder  thi- 
fands,  or  dragged  into  the  maiih,  iand^  the  other 
dhurch,  which  flood*  in  the  heart  of  '  the 
village,  was  now  left  almoft  upon  the  beach, 
ih  whidhi  fituation,  it  Hands  ait  this  moment,- 
a  facred  but  folitary  monuitterit  of  the  •flot'm-j' 

and  looks,  to  fancy's  eye,  as  if  it  ftill  mourned 

•  •  ■  • 

tJie  event.  Since  that  time,  howevfer,  the 
ocean  has  flowed  withiii  its  bounds^;  the  vil*^ 
lage  is,  in  part,  rebuilt*  .  It  is  inhabited  eil-^ 
tirely  by  fiftiers,  and  publicans;  the  firfl: 
confine  themfelves  to  the  niarkets  of  Rot-' 
l^rdam  and  the  Hague;  the  laft  depend^ 
chiefly  on»  the  parties  of  pleafure,:  which  re- 
Ibrt  to  it  in  the  fummer  feafoii.  Sudh  a;t 
thing  as  a  private  family  building  a  pavi^- 
lion  in  its»  nergKbourhood,-  nor  leaf cely  a- 
Ibdger,  except  tht  old  lady  who  boi(ed  in 
6  the 
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Xhc  tub,  and  myfelf,  I  really  believe  has  not 
been  heard  or  thought  of  thefc  two  huiw 
dred  years;  but  then,  you  know,  it  is  too 
near  the  "  noxious  vapours  ofthefea.**  O,  un- 
grateful Holland !  thus  to  turn  your  back  oi> 
your  bed  friend !  notwithftanding  he  has  fwal- 
lowed  up  fo  many  of  your  fifhermen's  houfes, 
ye  ought  to  build  a  temple  to  Neptune  in  every 
town  of  the  Republic ;  and  in  thofe  within 
reach  of  his  purifying  breath,  ye  ought  to  ereci 
one  in  every,  ftrcet !  and  on  the  portals, 

•*  •This  great  ihfcriptioA  fliduld  be  written," 
*•  Remember  him' that  keeps  ye  ail  {xomftinkin^/^ 

Thefe  poor  remcins  of  SchevcJing,  ftill  boafl 
the  charities,  ^ There  is  one  devoted  by  the 
counts  of  Holland  to  poor  o/i  people,  fo  long 
ago  as  the  year  1614,  and  flourifhing  flill;  the 
other  is  confccrated  to  orphans. 

But  I  have  mentioned  myfelf  as  a  lodger; 
one  of  thofe  beings,  who,  as  I  obferved 
before,  the  boiled  lady  excepted,  never  ap- 
|>eared  on  the  coaft  :  and  being  a  folitary  wan- 
derer on  the  (hore,  and  moreover,  a  fclf-talker, 

holding 

*  Parody  of  a  Couplet  In  Otwaf* 


holdihg  long  and  idud  confcf«ndc8l  up<!m  the 
-beach;  in  the  nriarkeuplacc^  in  the  Wood-rW'alks^, 
and/according  to  the  difFcreht  feelings  of  my 
mind— 

•  ■ 

■  '*  Now  drooping  woeful,  wan,  like  one  forloni,.    ' 
*'  Or  craz'd  with  care,  or  crofs'd  in  hopclefa  love." 

*hd  now,  "  fmiling  as  in  fcorn,'*  or  in  Iport; 
on  men,  women,  fifli^  fiftiing-boats,  or  the 
ocean,  without  uttering  a  fyllable,  all  thefc 
j>eculiarities,  I  could  plainly  perceive,  made  me 
looked  on  by  the  inhabitants,  (many  of  whom 
followed  md,  whifpcring  to  one  another)  as 
much  as  to  fay,  poor  fellow,  thou  art  a  much 
greater  curioiity  than  the  Ikull  of  the  huge 
filh,  which  we  keep  in  the  choir  of  the  church, 
and  (hew -as  a  fight,  though  we  are  told  it  is 
fifty-fix  feet  long,  and  was  thrown  on  fhore 
here,  near  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago. 
But  I  have  no  manner  of  objedlion  to  the 
forming  part  of  other  people's  amufement,  pro- 
vided they  do  not  interrupt  mine,  which  the 
Schevelingites  did  not;  except  that  a  few  boy's 
wbuld  fometimes,  but  at  awful  dift:ance,  attend 
my  wanderings,  and  fliake  their  little  heads  at 
cich-other,  in  manifefl:  pity  of  my  fituation : 
and  I  perceived  they  always  compaflxonatcd 

me. 
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me  moft,  when  I  was  in  efFed,  the  moft  to  be 
ehvied ;  at  moments,  for  inftance,  when  my 
heart  was  pardoning  an  abfent  enemy,  or 
yearning  .after  an  abfent  friend,  yielding  to  the 
eiFufibns  of  the  mufe — or  repeating  the  (trains 
of  a  favourite  poet ! — IVas  I  to  be  pitied  ?  Even 
if  I  fometimes  wept?  Ah,  no.  May  the  foun- 
tain of  fuch  tears  never  be  dried  up! — Are 
they  the  offspring  of  wealuiefs  ?  Then  may  I 
never  be  ftrong!  1  have  one  drop  of  this 
wcaknefs,  at  this  moment,  in  my  eye,  and 
another  "  in  its  chryrtal  fluice  ready  to  fall,'* 
at  the  thought,  that  you  and  I,  my  friend,  have 
been  long  divided ;  and  that  the  date  of  em- 
bracing each  other  again,  muft  be  added  to  the 
uncertainties  of  human  life^     Adieu. 

• 

P.  S.  Do  permit  me — indulge  me— in  the 
cgotifm,  by  way  of  poftcript  to  this  letter,  to 
relate  to  you  a  little  perfonal  anecdote,  that  I 
am  reminded  of  by  this  **  wonderments^* 
amongd  the  common  people  of  Scheveling, 
on  the  fubjedt  of  tny  foUloquie.s^  which,  1  have 
already  remarked  to  you,  are,  like  thofe  on  the 
ftage,  heard  by  every  body.  If  I  do  not  hitch  it 
in  here,  I  ftiall  never  give  it  you,  and  I  would 
not  have  you  lofe   the  trait  of  honeft  tender 

VOL.  II.  I  heartednefs 
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heartcdnefs  in  a  poor  daughter  of  NatutCi. 
II  hich  it  includes. 

Some  fumraers^  ago,  being  on  a  vifit  t&  the 
excellent  *poet  and  venerabre  man^  on  whofc 
recommendation,  I  bought  the  poor  ©H  horfe,. 
of  whofe  ftory,;  I  gave  you  the  Glieankigs  in  » 
former  letter.  It  was  '*  my  cuftomy  always  in 
the  afternoon,*'  to  go  forth  into  the  fields, 
eottages,.  &rm  houfes,.  ivhile  my  friend  was  at 
his  ftudies ;  he  being  at  that  time  finiftiing  his 
third  and  laft  trajiflationr  of  the  f  three  great 
fither^c  of  ancient  poetpy.  One  day  our  dif- 
courfes  fell  on^our  EngHftv  Pindap>.  whofe  noble 
ode  founded  on»  the  pathetic  tradition  of  the 
jnaflacrc  of  the  Welfch"  barfs,  my  friend  re- 
cited fo  a&  to  divide  the  glory  of  the  fong,  be- 
twixr  the  reader  aiwi  the  author:  and,,  after 
this,  he  flood  forth  the*- champion  of  this  fub- 
lime  compofitipn ;  and  entened  into  a  warm,, 
and  juft  vindication,,  of  his  favourite  poet,  who 
had  been  attacked  with  fuch  barbafx}us  fury  by 
Dr*,  Johnfon :  this  manly  defence  h  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  public :  it  is,  therefore,,  unnecef- 


*  Rev.  Mr.  Potter,  Prebendary  of  Norwieh. 
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fafy  16  mention  its  energy,  its  eloqu^nce^  or  its 
juflice. 

Fall  of  the  fubjedl^  1  fet  off,  on  the  cven- 
fng  oF  the  day  on  which  it  was  brought  updzl 
viir  fociai  carpet^  as  repl^ti^  with  materials  fot 
I  long  and  loud  foliloquy^  as  any  hero,  could  de-^ 
<re  even  on  the  French  theatre  i  .where  he 
takes  a  whole  fcene  to  himfelf,  that  he  Ihnay  ex- 
patiate at  large  on  thbfe  Jecret  con/piracies^ 
which  he  communicates  to  pit,  boxes,  and  gal- 
Icry.  Every  thing  without^  alfo,  conlpired  to 
aggravate  the  (late  of  feeling  tvitbin  i  the  even- 
ing was  lovely^  was  drawing  to  its  clofe;  and 
^lly  brought  into  effeft,  ind  clofe  under  the 
eye,  and  into  the  heart,  many  of  the  objeds 
fo  exquifitely  defcribed  by  this  enchanting  poet  j 
Ikerally^  therefore,  I  was 

«*  Wrapt  in  foiAc  ftram  of  pcnfive  Grtiy.** 

It  wte  at  Scafnmg^  near  Dereham,  in  Norfolk^ 
ffifki  which  lafl:  mentioned  place,  fdon  after  I 
faftd  got  into  the  environs  of  the  former,  I 
beard 

^  The  Curfew  tolls  die  knell  of  partiof  day.*' 

Ijfiwc;  too,  ^t  the  fame  time, 

^  Tha  laving  herd  wbdflowly  Q'cf  the  lea." 

I  2  .   And 


And  obfcrvtd. 

The  plowman  boAcward  plod  hia  weary  way.'* 

Of  the  fecond  ftanza,  every  image  was  illuftra- 
ted  by  the  fcenc  before  nie;  and  I  exclaimed, 
(without  in  the  leaft  attending  to  a  knot  of 
ruflics  fitting  round  a  bench  that  encircled. a 
large  tree,  which  **  rcar'd  high  its  old  fantailic 
roots.*') 

**  Now  fades  the  gliiAmeringlandfcapeon  the  fight, 
«'  And  all  the  air  a  folemn  ftillnefs  holds ; 

*•  Save  where  the  beetle  wheels  his  drony  flight,* 
•*  And  drmfy  tinclingsloU  the  diftant  folds.*'  ... 

I  might  have  added,  had  I  not  been  elevated 
far  above  fuch  low-thoughted  interruption,  a 
few  more  exceptions  to  the  ge;^eral  tranqiallity, 
fuch  as  the  titter,  and  then  the  violent  burfted 
laugh  amongft  the  villagers  of  the  green,  who 
broke  upon  the  air,  juft  as  I  had  mentioned  its 
folcma  .ftiUneft.-r-Poflibly:  this  might  have  z 
little  difqorpppfed  me,  had  I  not  in  tjie  fuc- 
ceeding:  inftant;  obfciryed,  ^  «  a  moping  owV* 
as  if  fhc  came  on  purpoft  to 


«« 


Soothe  the  gloomy  habit  of  my  foul.' 


fly  over  my  head,  and  after  wheeling  about  a 
little,  take  up  her  lodging  in  precifely  fuch  an 
■      ■  '    '   ■'   '  "ivy. 
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•*  Jvy-mantled  tower/'  as  that  immortalifcd 
by  the  poet :  fome  children,  who  feeing  hei? 
alight; .  threw  up  .  their  hats"  after  her;  for 
which,  though  angry  with  them  at  firfl,  I  felt 
much  obliged,  as  very  foon  after,  fhe  hooted 
away  mofl:  delightfully  ;  and  as  the  moon  now 
began  to  fhe w  herfclf,  and  the  brats  kept  an- 
noying the  ivytrce,  I  had  every  reafon  ii>  the 
world,  you  know,  to  confider  my  owl  was'''^^ 

"  Complaining  t6  the  moon, 

**  Of  fuch  as  wandering  near  her  feccet  bower* 

"  Moled  her  ancient,  folicaiy  reign. 
•  -     ■  •  ■     ■ 

In  high  good  •  humour,  to  find  every  line  fell 
in  this  manner,  L  paiTed  on,  quickening  my 
pace,  as  moft  people  put  into  high  fpirits  fud- 
denly,  when  they  are  walking,  generally -•  do : 
This,  I  fuppofe,  to  the  audience  of  peafants, 
might  increafe  the  ridicule,  and  the  caufeaf  it; 
for  on  turning  my  back  on  them,  and  ftriding 
away,  they  changed  their  object  from  the  owl  to 
lyc^  whom  they  hooted  in  much  louder  notes 
than  jhe  owl  had  hooted  the  moon ;  but,  I  be- 
lieve  verily,  had  they  pelled  me  at  that  moment, 
I^oi^d  have  forgiven  them. 

.-'..-■... 

..  Yet,  I  was  now  too  much  warmed  to  con- 
dent   myftlf    with    the   Elegiac    Mufe — My 

1 2  "fobcr 


«*  fob«f  v^iliiei  had  beefi  taught  to  ftray,** 
too  fafj^  not  to  be  ambitious  ^f  the  pimsiaTic  t 
Jlir^t}  vrhit  fb  ,piie>p€r^  fo  ftiatara^  to  rat,  at 
fuch  a  timci  aftd  under  fuch  influences  ^i  thf 
fioblfc  ode»  to  which  my  fiie»d,  had  Co  lately 
bfceti  doittg  hofliagte?  This  had  no  fooner 
nrftied  on  my  <ancy,  than  I  burft  forth,  with 
|We  moft  ii>4ign«,n;  nolcpbfM  uttcnmcp  amd 
ftdlion^  V  . 

«'  Ruin  fcixc  thee  rortilriV  kfelgt    ■ 
ff  CoatuSoh  oBi  thy  bwmcw  tiilfil'**  ' 

which  couplet  I  repeated  fcvcral  times,  ^nd  at 
eath  rtjieticitfni  -with  an  aggrtvated  vbiceand 
jhanntt  J  ^it4  i3icn  I  yv^nt  m  in  tht  feme  jlyte^ 


f^  T^'J&||«'d  l^.ctHiqiieft^tc^m^winil^, 
M  They  ,mocV  the  air  with  Idle  ftate;  "   .  . 

*•  Bdm,  nor  HauhcrVs  twifted  toiil, 
^  Notu^'nthy  tlmi€9,  tytimt*  tauiavKp^ 
f«  To  Ta^fc  thy  fccret  ibul  t^otn  aighdy  feidrt» 
.«r  F^roi^iC^nbm'tcar&ffram  CanbxiaU.tcars!^ 

Judge  what  aft  imprfci&on  all  thiv  mvfk  tn$k^ 
upon  ^  pobr  old  woman,  vhofc  clay-ralfed 
hut  ftodd  by  the  fide  of  the  road  i  WlA  tilid 
could  juft  make  fhift  to  draw  i^pen  a  g*tfe,  thai 
feparated  the  boundary  of  one  little  pariih 
from  another;  for  whicK  courtefy,  (he frequently 
rpcei ved'ndthingV  and  bccafiohiailly'aft  tnpaja^tf^ 


|jMta7«-  She  hid  Dpfened  the  gatei  but.^fifth 
fucirkcounteainicc  of  ^9nrm  and  cdmrnifbra^ 
tion^  fear  for  hcrfelf,  and  pity  for  me,  that  a 
piftftcr- ntt^t  Ibw'C  icapiirod  imiwortil  femc;^by 
^wfng  it.  It  *^ibcggM8  m^  powers  ofndcfcrip> 
tidfi  <b  dfltHfely/'  chat  f  fiiaii  itat  attempt  it.    -. 

'  9ti6t  tb«l  t  ^ew  Ibiil  I  &td  the  old  woman,  as 
I  |)ftllbd  ihttdugh,  the  gate»  the  cord  with  whhrh 
ihe  di%w  it  open  asmbiiiig  in  her  hands !— » 
He^w^ld^^  addbd  lhe»  ih.faalteruig  accents-^ 
h<y«^^ldlng»  pobrludciers  {g^ntleman^  have  you 
bcfen  ih  this  Way? 

-    ^^v  Ottdiifisa  on  Af  hmm  wtkl" 


«*-^?ff«fl  l9ic-k»f  good  laqk, 


.     •     .     I 


J 

Even  to,  good  mbthef— Htxclainroj  1,  thrutt- 
ing  a  niilli^g  into  her  hand,  and  paiflAg  fuHi 
pufly  on-^recommchcing  with 


[i-\  >'ir\  ■•   - 


<'  Ruin  feize  thee/'  &c« 

I  4  Heaven 
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■'  Mcavcfh  kc6p  all    gddd  CM^ianJ  in';ti!«ir 
fenfes  ! — how  he  raves,  and  curfcs  !•  faid  iht^ .  . 


I  went. home,  when  the  fit  was  ove^.bjj no^f, 
thct  road,  and  iaw|  no  ;morc  of  my  pky-ftrjucl: 
dame  5  ;but  on uny  relating  ifcstt  Aipper  to- .my 
friend,  what  was  my  furprife  to  find  that  the 
identitral  old- lady,'  had'jufticft  tb.e  "^k-itchtn, 
having  ©lit  of  pure  hutnaniiyTeriqiiir^d  jpji.put; 
come  taknow  if  I  had  ggt^  fiife  (back,,  ^ , fhe 
had  "  a  parfous  fear,  Jifhotfld;  lay  .viok»i:hand^ 
on  mylbif  .by: :;thcr:way4*'«r---Tfte' night, rtur^ied 
out  cloudy,  and  the  poor  creatu;-e  ivas^  both 
lame  and  aged  ;  neither  of  which  circumitances 
could  withhold' hier  from>n  office,  of  difin- 
tcrefted  cbmpaflion ;  for,  amongft  other  mat- 
ters, (he  <bid*y  frietrtJ*s  feWJmts,  <h]itn  had 
put  a  fliilllri^  iiito  h'clr^ihdls,  whit-h'  being  r 
thing  that  i^evcr  happened  to  hfer  ^'beforei  ^U 
the  years  fhe  had  been  at  the  gate,  mufl,  for 
certain  Jure ^  be  a  miftfke;  and  therefore,  fhe 
would  havefurrendfcred  it  as  a  givwi  wdcncc 
of  the  unfovnd  ftate-^f  my  mind  j  of 'which 
Ibc  wojulfiflot,  for  even.  fi,ye  ftiillings,  fake  a^y^ 
^dyantagej.and.  it  was  not  .without  difficulty, 
the  domcftics  rccpncjl^  her  to  tl>c  keeping  it, 
^'     ■  ■      '-      '''''■"■      of^     •    ' 


mti9' 


obferykig  to  her  that  its  being  returned,  would 
make  me  isoorfe. 

For  more  than  a  week  after  this,  fhc  camc^ 
unfeen  by  the  psftlour  people,  to  know  how  I 
went  on;  and  on  being  told^  by  niy  friend's 
footman,  who  had  an  arch  fort  of  gravity 
about  him,  that,  upon  the  whole,  I  continued 
much  thefanie;  if  any  thing,  rather  worfey  my 
■worthy  old  dame  Ihook  her  head,  and  exprcflcd 
her  hopes,  and  declared  I  ihould  not  want  her 
prayers,  that  I.  might,  with  God's  affiftance^ 
keep  out  oi  chains ^  and  a  Jlrait  waijlcoat  -,  and 
then  Ihe  hobbled  away  with  tears  in  her  cyts. 

But  pity  is  communicative ;  the  ufual  way  of 
confidence;  this  anecdote  reached  the  men  and 
women  who  were  fitting  round  the  tree ;  it  then 
ipread  to  theowl  and  the  ivy-bufti ;  arrived  at 
the  green,  where  I  fo  deported  myfelf,  as  to  be 
hooted  off  the  premifes;  putting  all  which  to* 
gether,  and  adjoining  the  affair  of  purchafing 
the  fiipcrannuated  horfe,  thafhad  I  been  in  liti- 
gation with  any  man  in  that  neighbourhood,  for 
any  thing  worth  an  attempt  to  prove  me  non 
compos^  there  is  not  an  old  man,  or  woman, 
j^yj  or  g:rl^  within  half  a  do^en  miles  of  Scar-. 

jiing. 


fll 
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itmg]  itfro  TTouIcLiKJtliave  feppMted  Ifce  plain* 
tifF,  in  his  bill  of  lunacy ;  and  ^ny  defence  I 
could  have  fet  up,  had  I  maintained  my  ration- 
rfity,"y5th  as  trtudi  ardour  and  a<9ion  afs  I  had 
fccrite<J[  my  potrtry^  ■  '^btfld  only  Have  beta  ad^ 
doced  as  fttih  proof t>finy  diftrafti6n* 

•-BtftflSy^  poftfcrijft  isrurtftiiig  ro  the  length  of 
my  fett^,  and  Itfl:  ;y«»y  aifo^ 'flioold .  votie  for  an 
indi^htient,  and  be  wit^efs  to  tiie  MI  whtn 
f&iinAi  I  'Will  in  my  ^dber  mind  and  fenfes^  and 
#i«h  ulidie  po^*rs  df  bOth>  aflTwre  yoiv  I  am^ 
fCHirs, 


■o 


J   J  >     .^  •  / 


J  I     .      '. 


f 
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LETTER    XXXV* 


««0  "tViX  SAMS* 


■'  r  HAVE  imperceptibly  "  beguiled  the 
ivay"  to  your  hotel,  my  friend,  which  I  will 
fuppofc  you  to'  regain  juft  in  time  for  th« 
Dutch  theatre,  which  is  amongd  thofc  obje<5b 
6f  ciiridfity,  dial  no  traveller,  who  has  but  t 
relifh  of  literature  in  hipi,  would,  as  one  would 
imagine,  pafs  ungleaned\  and  yet  I  cannot  find 
that  any  of  oiir  numerous  Trippifts  have  deem- 
ed a  critique  of  the  ftage,  or  drama,  of  this 
country,  worth  their  trouble.  Unwilling,  how^ 
ever,  to  impute  this  negligence  to  national 
prejudice,  or  to  a  fupercilious  opinion  of  our 
own  thcatrt,  I  will  prefume  the  authors  who 
have  vifitcd  this  country,  either  had  not  leifure 
to  partake  the  amufement,  or  that  they  were 
In  Holland  during  the  rccefles  of  dramatic  ex* 
)iibitions. 

In  this  refpeft,  therefore,  I  am  to  account 
myfelf  more  fortunate ;  and  fuppofing  you  at 
Wy  fide,  will  expcd  you  to  Join  me  in  the  gratula* 

tion*— • 


-^\  X 


tion. — But  I  feel  the  neccflity  of  becoming 
Jeljijh  on  this  occalion  ;  you  fee  my  wifh  to  be 
Jocial  has  IcH  riid-intd  feme  confufion  by^rtm- 
ning  the  firft  and  Second ,  perfons  into  one  an- 
other^ and  by  .  perplexing  ^the  lingular  and 
plural  numbers, 

^ :  Shrinking,  therefore, .  into  tny/elf^  I  proceed 
fo  infofTn  you;  that;  my  fii;ft  j}}fit  to  the  play^. 
H^oufehere,.  was  on  the  evening  w.h^the  tra-» 
giedy:  of  Hamlet,,  find  the  character. ,  of ..  the 
pu-^en^  by  a  celebr^^tcd  adrefs^  held  out  2^ 
double  ;,^ttra<3:ionr      .  j    .'  • 


• . ' 


The  Dutch  H^rtilpt  is,  almollt,;  a  literal  trai;^- 
flation.of  tljie  German^  jbut  difijersy  importantly, 
U»xa,  the  J^ngliih  i{i.  fable  and  pharadler.        .  ^ 


: »  The  ftory  is.  (imply jthis^—Thci  King  orDen- 
Tt^lk  l\a&  been  ppifoned  by  a  fayourke  of  the 
Queen  r  ^nd  that  Princefs,  in  thejieadlong  vi« 
olence  of  her  pafliion,  confented.  to  rthe  death 
of^her  h\ifband^  a^nd  promifed  to  reward  hia 
murderer  w»th  h^r   hand  and  crown.     The 

piece  opens  immediately  after  the  commiflion 

of  .this  bloody  deed ;  and  the  firft  fcene  is  al- 

•'  -  ^  •-■  •*  ■ .  ' 

lotted  to  the  affailin,  and  a  friends  V^ho  is  con* 
fidcntial^  an^^  indeed  an  accpmplice  in,  tljj: 
,.        ;      '  villainy. 
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>illftiny. ;  In  the  fecond  fG€nc,r  a  difcovery  of 
the  murder.. is  made. to  the  Qyeen  by  the 
lover,  who.  claims  his  recompence,  which, 
from  the  *^compun(Shious  vifitings  of  natur?/* 
k  refufed.  Many  high-wrought  fentiments 
are  given  by  the  royal,  felf-made  widow,  to  }uf^ 
tify  a  breach  of  her  wicked  promife,  and  to 
determine  on  throwing  the  whole  regal  power 
into  the  hands  of  her  fon  Hamlet.  This  rc- 
folution  ihe  maintains  fo  Aeadily,  th^t  her 
lover  (Clodius) .  the  murderer,  is  converted 
into  her  moil  inveterate  enemy.  , 

;  Various  fcenes  qf  fevere  diftrcfs  enfue.  An 
interview-  takes  pl»ce  betwixt  young  Hamlet 
and  his  mother,  jn  which  theconfcience  of  the 
latter  impeUs  her  to  Relate  her  (hare  in  the 
death- of  her-  Jiulband,  to  the  former,  who  has 
l?€en  apprized  by  his. father 's^hoft,  of  the  hor- 
rid deed. — This  ghoft  is  fizid  to  haunt  him 
every  where,  but  does  not  make  its  public  ap- 
pearance. 

The  Dutch  Ophelia  is  the  daughter  pf  the 
inurderer,  Clodius — of  courfe,  the  fame  prin- 
ciple that  prevents  the  Queen  mother  from  an 
union  with  the  aflaflin  of  her  hufband,  dgftroys 
the  intended  nuptials  betwixt  Opheli^.  stotd 

Hamlet. 


Iriamfet.  Hereupon,  th«r  virtoou*  feori^e^  of 
pafRon  to  principic  produce  feveral  rtty  tender 
and  affe(fting  fcehe$.  The  filial  piety  of  Ham- 
Ie(,  and  t)te  conititueionat  nlyeUincboty  fo  ex^ 
quificetjr  touched  by  Shakfpeafc,  is/  by  nc^ 
means,  feebly  fuppdrted  by  th6  Oenrtan  poet; 
or  by  the  Dutch  ti*artflafon  TThe^  introdihflJon' 
of  a  facred  rafc,  in  which  Jlre  depofited  the 
aflies  of  the  poifoned  nionarch,  is  very  hap* 
pily  brought  on,  and  the  addreflfbs  of  the  pi^ 
oiurand  heart -wounded  fon  to  it^  prefs  6\ofy 
on  the  fofteft  and  beft  paflions  of  out  nature^ 
In  the  midft  of  thefe  addreifes  of  Hamlet  to 
the  afhes  of  his  father,  the  Qgecn  enters,  and 
her  fon j  wrought  to  agony,  goes^  up  to  her,  aikl 
with  the  outraged  feelings  of  a  fbn  fa  fituated, 
zfks-^ff^bfre  is  ntf^  father?  on  he*  j^ftflng 
to  anfwer  which  queftion,  he  leads  hef  to  the 
urn,  and  in  the  fame  i^yi:^  of  eloquent  brevity 
•xclaims — See,  mother-**herc  is  all  you  bdv& 
hftmeofhimt 

This  calls  forth  all  the  pallidns  of  a  ion, 
and  ail  the  penitence  of  a  naotheri  The  tat-» 
ter  ifnp^es  her  d^ettth,  the  former  attemi^ 
it ;  thjb  dagger  is  pointed  at  her  boforh  %  th« 
|NMttitf  kneels  to  receive,  the  child  to  give 
dM  Mow  ft   but^  by  a  pow^rlul  W«)rkiAg^of 

nature^ 
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iifltturei  the  fon  falls  into  the  embraces  o£  hh 
inather>  wholly  difarmcd.  They  rife  together, 
and  Hamlet,  unable  to  execute  hia  purpofe, 
ruihqs  away,  exclaiming-^*^'The  wife  has  killed 
her  huiband,  and  my  father,  it  is  true ;  buc 
the  mother  mufl  not  be  murdered  by  the  foa  !'* 

The  fate  of  this  unhappy  princcfs  is,  with 
more  natural  juftice  configncd,  by  the  Auftrian 
bard,  to  the  hand  of  her  lover,  the  guilty 
Gtodius,  who,  failing  in  the  attempt  to  deftroy 
Hamlet,  is  himfelf  ftabbed  by  that  prince,  ttnd 
the  piece  concludes  with-  Hamlet's  refolution, 
to  pitfer  life  to  death  for  the  fake  of  virtue, 
and  the  good  of  his  fubjedls. 

You  fee,  then,  that  the  Queen  is  here  a  fair 
penitent,  and  confequently  appears  on  the 
Dutch  and  German  ftages  in  a  much  more 
amiable  Hght  than  on  the  BritiKh  theatre ;  and 
judging  her,  even  on  Shakfpeare's  own  rule,  is- 
to  be  preferred  to  Gertrude ;  fince, 

**  Tfiewicked.  compared  witk  the  more  wicked, 
^  Seem  beautiful ;  and  not  to  be  the  woxft, 
^  Stands  in  fome  rank  of  praife." 

Rrr,  of  the  two  Ophelia's^  that  of  Shakfpcare' 
1du»  every  claim  to  preeminence.     We  fee 

nothing 
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nothii^  of  the  gentle  Rofericrantz, .  or  TSildcn- 
ftern»  nor  irf  Polonius,  or  of  his  foni  Laertes. 
And  it  is,  indeed,  no  great   matter;   but  I 
muft  confefs  myfelf  Gothic  enough  to.  have 
felt  much  chagrined  at  the.  cxckifion  of  the 
honeft.  grave-diggers,  who,  in  their  way,  arc 
certainly  "  fellows  of  infinite  jeft,'*  and  have 
often  amufed  me.     The  glioft,  as  I  have  al- 
ready obferved,  never  comes  on  the  ftage.     A 
gentleman  of  our  party  told  me,  it  had  made 
its  entrc  laft  feafon,  but,  at  theinftancc   of 
feme  of  the  burgomafters  wives,  though  it  was 
not  confined  to  its  prifon-houfe,  it  w,as  povv 
forbid  to  walk  in  Jight,     This  inhibition  muft . 
certainly  be  regarded .  as  a  lingular  piece  of 
gallantry  in  the  Dutch  magiftrates ;   but  I  do 
not  clearly  enter  into  the  necejj^  oi  \t.     To 
make  me  fenfible  of   which,    however,    the 
gentleman  informed  me,  it  was  thought  danger- 
ous for  ladies  in  certainjituations.  Yet,  unlefs  the 
Dutch  women   could  contrive  to  mark  their 
offspring  with  the  Jhadow  of  a  Jhade^  I  cannot 
ftill  fee  any  thing  fubji ant ial  in  their  complaint 
ftgainil  this  poor  fpedtre  ;    and  T  muft  own 
to  you.  Sir,  (continued  I  to  the  gentleman,)  that 
it  is  with  regret  I  perceive  my  old  friend  For- 
tinbrafs  is  baniftied  from  your  ftage;  and  can 
afiorc  ybu,  that  the  bulk  of  our  Englifti  audi-" 

cnces 


< 
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slices  would  fooner  give  up  the  Prince  of 
DeAfpark  himfcl^  than  the  apparition  of  his 
father:  The  fad,  replied  the  gentleman,  may 
be,  that  «ur  wires  in  Holland  are,  in  cfFeft, 
tin  fMa^JhraSesi  and  would,  perhaps,  (inter- 
xupted  C»  in  the  words  of  Shakfpeare)  "make 
aghoftof  him  who  fliould  dare  to  diibbey." 

■■■■.         ■■  s       • 

.  J^Mt  look,  (exclaimed  my  companion)  Ham- 
let s^^JH^.tot,  fee  .the  fbirit,  of  his  father  now. 
I  W-a3  convinced, .  from  the.  gefticulation  of  the 
a^or  otLrthis  pccafion,  that  the  gholl  could  not 
he  exiled  without  injury ;  for,  in  confequence 
of  4hl3  banilhment,  in  courtefy  to  the  female 
part  of  the  auditory,  the  attempt  of  seeming 
TO  s&B  produced  fuich  djiftortions  as  were  truly 
^ifgUJfting.  The  aftor  fo  turned  up  the  light, 
that  we  jcould.  catch  only  the  white  of  his  eyes, 
thereby,  I  fuppofe,  iniinuating,  that  he  beheld 
the  ghoft  of  his  father  in  his  "  mind's  eye*' 
only ;  but  even,  then,  we  are  to  conclude  the 
Dutch  mind  to  take  up  her  lodging  very  far 
in  the  back  part  of  the  fcuU,  for  the  performers 
eyes  were  trying,  to  hide  themfeives  in  that 

# 

dire^on.    Indeed,  Prior  tells  us,  that  *  "Alma 

"     ■      *  "  Alma,  they  ftrehuoufly  maintain, 

♦*  Sits  cockhorfe  on  her  throne  the  brain, 
•«  Ahd  from  that  feat  of  thought  difpenfet 
"  Her  fov'rcign  pleafure  to  the  fenfes." 

VOL.  11.  K  (the 


(the  (bul)   has    her    principal  palace  in  the 
.brain:?  if  this  be  true>  the  iifiior  was' right. 


I' 


But  letting: this  paifs^  there  drc;  nany  yerjr 
pathetic  touches  jn  the  play  that .  would  not 
have  diflionouitd  Shakfpeare  himfi^f ;  and, 
notwitbftiinding  mf'hotc  of  that.igl-cat  pqet^ 
and  my  admiration  of  this  his  moft  philo- 
fophical' drama,  i  wSsbrgMjr  gratified  with  as 
much-  of  the  Dutch  HaknFctWPcctulcr  undcrL 
ftand.  With  regard^-to'^lJe  'rcprtfditation,  I 
fhould  be  guilty  of  a-iiiotf  invidibirt^-^ltypertrjri- 
ticifm,  were  I  to  cavifat  nt^hat  my  feelings  at- 
fured  me  was  ftrong,  natuiil,  and  fttlplijrfivc. 
The  Queen  was  a  vefi^  ftffe'^pifece'  bf 'ading 
throughout.  ^^MadSrtioifeltfe'  WattJer'  is  the 
Sicldofis  -of  tlie  Amfttlrdani  ftage.  Before  I 
Wifciit  to  the  theatre,  fhe  ivis'  fo  overpraifed  (as 
it  appearidf  by  the  pkfty'^ith  whom  I  diiied, 
that  the  p£hegyrfc*had*^hd  effed  of  itlalcirtg 
roe  enter^tHe^houfc^lmbft  with  a  priejudicfej 
for  fuch  hyperbofe,  bCfidcs  that  it  is  very  uh- 
w4fe,  is, -m  general',  very -untrue.'  This  was, 
however,  a- Very  happy  •excepti6hjt;  as  Made- 
irfoifclle  Wattier  really  beggared  the'  loftiell' 
rhapfody  of  her  admirers*  She  has:  all  the 
grace  and  energy  of  Mrs.:  Siddons*^.  move- 
ment, with  equal  pow-crs  of  face  and  of  figure : 

her 


her  eyes  are  of  the  famfc  colour^  polTeiling 
no  lefs  fire>  no  lefs  foftnefs;  and  every  turn 
of  her  perfon,  in  the  variety  of  the  palfion 
to  be  exprefled^  would^  ftill  Siddons  11  ke^ 
have  formed  the  fubjed  of  a  mafterly 
painter^  could  he  have  caught  the  emotions 
as  they  rofc.  Her  abhorrence  of  her  lover,  af*. 
tcr  he  had  affaffinated  her  hufband— -her  fcorn- 
fill  rejcdion  of  his  bloody  hand — her  indigna-i^ 
tion  againft'  herfelf,  at  having  promifed  to 
accept  it  on  fuch  conditions,  and  her  triumph 
on  the  breach  of  her  rafh  vow^  are  all  ftrokcs 
highly  favourable  to  the  difplay  of  tragic  ta- 
lents, and  were  given  by  this  great  performer 
in  the  nobleft  ftyle  of  that  fublime  fitnplicity 
for  which  oui^  own  Enchantrefs  of  the  Britifh 
Drama  is  fo  worthily  celebrated* 

Nor  was  the  part  of  the  Prince  of  Dentnark 
ill  fuftained.  I  could  not,  however,  but  take 
notic^t  that  the  flowing  trains  ^nd  robes  are  on 
the  Dutch,  as  on  the  Englifh  ftage,  of  infinite 

life  to  the  performers ;  each  of  whom  were 
iiu  fait  to  this  tragic  auxiliary,  in  the  bye- 
play  and  trick  of  the  fcene — little  arts  that 
are  known  to  have  their  efFedl  every  where — 
they  might  be  thought  the  works  of  fupe- 
rogation^ 

K  2  A  few 


A  few  nights  after,  the  announce  of  Elfrida 
df ew  me  figain  to  the  theatre.  Of  this  per^ 
forn^ancej  as  of  the  other,  I  Ihail  prefent  you 
with  a  comparative  view,  becaufe  this  appears 
to  me  the.beft  way  of  marking  the  variations 
and  fimilitudes  which  charadlerize  the  ^refpec-i* 
tive  ftages  i  and  the  Ducdh  theatre,  lifee  the 
language  and  inhabitants,  has  been  fo  gene** 
rally  ridiculed  for  its/uppofed  lethargy  and  ikelf'' 
gance,  that  it  witl  be  quite  a  novelty  in  a 
foreigner,  and  efpecially  an  Englifh  cme^  to  do 
it  honefV;  or  even  ncighbburly  juftice. 
.       *     ■'  •  ■        ■ 

The  ftories  pf  Elfrida  are  nearly  the  fame 
in  the  Englidi  and  Auftrian  plays ;  and  that 
w.hich  L  law  jreprefented  at  the  Hague  is  nearly 
a  literal  tranflation  firom  the  German;  bot  one 
very  marking  difference  is  immediately  ma- 
ilifeft,  ifiz^  ^hat  with  all  the  charms  of  Ma- 
ibn's  poetry;  and  with  the'  fuperaddtd  magie 
of  the  mufiG,  with  all  the  pomps  of  proceffion, 
&:c.  &:c.  an.iinglilh  audience  it/^^  fleeps,  and 
fti/olutely.  gatpes^  over,  die  Englilh  Elfrida^ 
whereas  the:  Dutch— rpray  forgive  mc^  rtoy  dear 
national  friends — the  Dutch  El&ida,  keepi 
every  eye  open,  and  cytry  hea^t  throbbing  at; 
the  **  cunning  of  the  fdene,**  which  at  once  ex- 
cites the  hope  and  fear  of  the  fpedtator. 

There 
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Thtfre  is,  however,  one  very  unnatural  inci- 
dent. After  Edgar  had  detefted  the  faMhood 
of  Athelwold,  as  to  his  defcription  of  Elfrida's 
beauty,^  he  challenged  him  to  iingle  combat, 
as  the  only  manly  way  left  to  decide  whofc 
wife  (he  {hould  be.  Athelwold  falls,  and  his 
-  body  is  brought  on  the  ftage;  but  even  while 
Elfrida,  in  the  dHlradlion  of  her  mind,  is 
wee{)ingover  it — the  {anguine  mark  of  Edgar's 
labre  full  in  her  view.  Earl  Orgar,  her  ambi- 
tioiis  fether,  comes  to  try  all  his  powers  of 
threat  and  intreaty  in  favour  of  her  hufband's 
recent  murderer;  and  this  prepoflerous  idea 
is  afterwards,  while 

«*  The  memory  of  her  loy*d  Lord  is  green,'* 

followed  up  by  Edgar  himfelf,  who  preflTes  the 
fuki  and  feems  to  think  it  very  hard  he  is  not 
immediately  fuccefsfuL  I  have  feldom  feen, 
even  on  the  ftage,  a  more  grofs  violation  of 
nature :  a  murderer  making  love  to  the  wife 
of  a  tenderly  beloved  huiband,  whofe  corpfe, 
mangled  by  that  \cry  murderer,  is  lying  in 
the  fame  room,  ftill  bleeding,  and  fcarcely 
eold-  from  the  wound.  Yet  even  thefe  circum- 
fhinces  were  forgotten,  amidft  the  overpower- 
ing excellence  of  Mademoifellc  Wattier.  Mrs. 
Siddons  could  not  more  completely  have  anni- 

hibted  them. 

K  3  The 
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The  unfortunate  Elfrj^da  has  no  way  of  pf-i 
cf^p'm^  this  fecondm^mage,  even  befor?  th^ 

tt  ■  ■       ■'  **'  faneral  bak'd  meats      

f f  Could  coldly  farm(b  foith>  the  marriage  tii'bk^'^ 

;  •     ■  ■  *  .     '  ■     • 

but  by  cfcaping  fronx .  ^ife,  which  fhe  clefts 
by  ftabbing  herfelf,  an4  die?,  grafping  the 
hand  of  Athelvvold,  The,laft  ad,  which  falLa 
almbft  wholly  to  Athelwbld's  widow/  is,  in 
point  of  \yordsf,  the  ihiqrteft,  and,  in  point  of 
inatter,  the  longeft  I  ever  faw,  anci  is,  a(9;e4 
by  Madernoifelle  Watticr  up  to^^atu^f?;  in  he;* 
boldeft  and'fublimeft  powers,  Hymaq,,ge- 
nius  and '  feeding,  aided  by  human  art,  feU 
<Jom  have  gone  higher.  I  have  the  tearSj^ 
the  terrotsy  the  awefiil  filence,  and  the  aggre- 
gated burfl:  .<?f  admi;r^t;\OHi-ixt;  m  >vfhol?.  »udi-! 
ei^cc,  iji.  evidence  of  .this  alfi^rtion.  .  ^r 
fupplicatQry  addrefles,  4A  the  firft  inftalice, .  to 
faye  her  -^tjiejwold  ;  ba^idj^light;  on  receiving 
Edgar's  infidiqus  proif^ife,  th^t  he  fhould  be 
forgiven  th^  pffti^c^iOf;  hQnoiirable  lovc;  hcc 
^?pre(fiqn  of  Mnuttcrahl^,  grief  at  receiving 
the  news  pf  hi§  death ;  her  tendec  fervices 
over  his  body ;  her  attempts  to  foqthc  heiS  fa- 
ther from  h4§.  ^cnicl  purpofe  of  hurrying  hefc 
into  an  unnatural  marriage; ;  her  increafing  re^ 
foluf ioji   to  ^void  it  5 :  ^r  gradual    lofs  of 

fenfej 
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fcnfc ;  her  momentiarjr  returns  of  ihti3Je<3: ; 
her  afEiding  relapfes ;  the  manner  cif  her 
drtiwirig  the  dagger,  ftnlling  upon,  sTnd  ardently 
kifling  it';  as  the  guatdian  of  her  deeVafed  huf- 
bahd's  honour;  the  lucid  intervals  ^of  heir 
teafon  and  cohfcience,  even  after  flie  has  point- 
ed the  dagger  at  hei^  bofom ;  the  fucjdcn  vio- 
lence with  which  confcience  and  feafoh  arc 
hurled  from  their  throne  at  the  fight  of  ^thel- 
wold*s  wounds  I  her  fecdnd  attempts  oh  her^ 
felf ;  and  in  that  inftsin't  the  manner  oi  her 
falling  on  her  knees,  to  look  the  prayer  Ihe 
could  not  utter,  every  feature  impbrtuhirig  the 
Merciful  for  pardon'  and  pity ;  the  air  of  la- 
tisfadibn  \frith  which  (he  then  plunged  the 
poighard  in'  her  breaft,  as  if  certafn  her  prayer 
had  been  granted ;  the  imitated  niclvJennlehts  of 
her  death;  .the  agony  at  vAinly  trying  to-find 
the  hand  of  Athelwold  ;  Her  joy  on  finding  it 
at  laft,  though  the  Kirig  of  Terrors  feemed  to 
pult  back  her  own'; '  and  her  expiring  groan, 
were,  rcprcfented  in  a  manner  fo  juft,  ani- 
mated, and  bold,  that  *'  take  it  for  all  in  all," 
I  truly  think  I  have  never  feen  eloquence  of  ac- 
tion, unborrowed  of  the  tongue,  imitated  with 
more  energy.  After  (he  fell,  there  was  a  iilence 
of  fomc  minutcs,thefilence  that  might  have  been 
felt.    It  furely  could  not  have  been  more  pro- 

^  4  found. 
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found>  more  imprcfnvc,.  had.  a  fcrics  jjf  thoft 
cakmitoys  incidents  which  bad  been  im^ginecj, 
adually  happened.  -  The  audience,  indeed, 
were  too  deeply  mpyed  to  exprcfs  th^m&kyp^ 
in  the  ordinary  way  of  noify  accl^matipn  | 
xnoft  of  them  left  tbf  boyfe  .before  ;^J^je  Iwgh 
of  the  farce  had  weakened  the  force,  igf  theiy 
fenfibility.   . 


And  jriQAy,  my  friend^  ^  having  done  an  gft  of 
juftice^  and  no  more  .^han  juftiee^  to-  the  per-? 
formers,  let  nie  dare  tp^fxtcnd  the  principlCj  of 
equity .  to  .the   audien^s  of  HolljMi^ir;  from 
whofe  hpartj^,  as  it  were, .  by  the  comn^ps^  cpAr 
femt  q(  nation^  pity,  pa^oci^  and  ^ya^y  cap^ 
(^^y  ^f  fy^fd^y   ^^^   bcpn  excluded;  othe^r 
^ountrle^  proudly  ao4  fclfifhly  cj^reoung^  them 
heavy  asi.  their  atmtt^phere,  and  torpid  ^  ,thcir 
lajces^.  Thi^.impui;;^  ap^y^baf  pa^^y^nto  a 
proyier^^  infomuch  t|m  jrhrn  any  r«parl?ftbl?  ' 
ilupof  ^tFs^qhes  to  a  ^^S^*&  charadei!  Jg-  v^^f 
pthcr  country,  hp  is^ ,  pronppnpedj  l)y  WAy  .«f 
ftigvnaii  as  duU  as  ^  DuUhm^. 


T\iU  thpre  is  a  general  ^ppearancie,  d^ii  that 
there  ipay  hp  a  geneqJ  lanj^^or  and  li;^bargy 
in  thi;  picople,  till  Ilrongly  excited^.  1$,  cer^ 
fain ;    but  v^hen  ^he  pFopcf  pbje<^  of  tbie 

powerfiil 


i 


pawerCul^inotions  ^il^/ calli^d^  fbrth>  tfithtfby 

real  or  fMiaied  events^  i  )Nv!5:WT«.lfi4n^-m 
any  co^ntrxr -heads  pr^^ji^ffa.ijaprprepj^ 
foynd  fcofq  «  good  i|§pWiig>r:iu>r;  df4  therr 
ever  fitj  at  the  theatric  phaenomena.Qi^.Qg^|Sbagf 
— Mrs.  Siddons.  Mr.  Qarrick,  or  Moj^ifieur  Le 
Kain — an  auditory  who  leemed  to  have  a  better 
ftflfe  jOif;  n? bf©  V*s  fubiiiDfj:  ora.  finer  r.towtft 
of  what  was  bea\itiCu:lj^  ithan^  Ahe>  aiidiences  of 
Amfterdam  and  the  Hagpe,  whenever  I  have 
been  a  fpedtatbr.     In  trufli,.  tbc.Dutch  have, 
on  the  fcorc  of  infenfibility,  been  fo  much 
the  derifiorf'bf  other  hatidhs;  th^t  ^fiejy^  liay 
wry  faSrfy  ipply  the  words"  bf  Shaklp^ak^s 
cekhraced  jews;  and  fey  ^  inftrlting  forjrfgiiers; 
«»  Hath -ndt  a  butchman  eyes^?    Hath  not  a 
«*  Dutchnmn  hands^  organs/ dlttienfioris/feiifcs, 
*  aifedibnit^  paffions  ?  fed  witTd  the  feme  food  ? 
hurt  With  the  fame  'weapons,  fubjedt  to  the 
fame  difeafes^  healed  by  the  fame  nieariSj 
•'  warmed    and    cooled  by    the  fame  winter 
and  fummer,    as  an  Engliibman^  French- 
man>    or  Spaniard  is  ?    If  you  prick  him^ 
does  he  not  bleed  ?  if  you  tickle  him^  does 
he  not  laugh  ?  ;f  you  poifon  him^  does  he 
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f  not  die  ?" 


And 


ircr^  little  the  fiMritf  or  oahQoifr  tiifliiericcs  one 
natido^  i^'its 'judgnKiifettf' ahotheiv''Trc  may 
ftffhe^jUftlfythdVi^a'ttiatt'mtrWlailt  ih  hfis  fcxi 

daWat!i6n--y^ "•■'-"• --•'^'  ■■  '    . '"'-  -■■'^  ^''  • '       '    • 
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<*  O  Father  Abxwm^  what  thefe  Chriftians  are  T' 
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LETTER.    XXXVL 


TO   THE   SAME, 


I 
I  ■ 


TfHEl '  Princci    Prirrcefs/  and   wholp 
Houfe  of  Orange,  always  attend  the  theatre, 
but  without  any  pomp,  and  altogether  as  re- 
publicans.   Indeed,  the  ibmbrous  afpeft  of  the 
playhoufe,  frbtn  that  almoft  unfverfal  com- 
plaint, want  of  light,  gives  theiri  to'  the  au^ 
dience  x)nly  iff  Shadow:   there  is,    literally, 
but  half  a' pound*  of  candles  to   illume   ttc 
royal  box,  'and   amidft  this  darkncfs  vifibTc, 
they  lit  fo  much  incog,  as  fcarcely  to  bq  diC- 
tinguilhable  from  the  chairs  they  fit  on.     Two 
maids  of  honour,  and  two  pages  fprm  their 
playhoufe  fuite,  and  they  make  their  exits  ^nd 
their  entrances  with  very  few  marks  of  aflcnt 
or  difapprobation.      Round  the  body  of  the 
houfe  are  hung  about  a  dozen  refleding  lamps, 
which  emit  rather  a  glare  than  a  pleafant  light. 
The  ftajge  itfelf,  however,  is  fufficiently  lumi- 
nous, which  is  certainly  of  the  mofl:  confe- 
qucnce  to  that  part  of  the  audience  who  come 
to  Jeei  and  I  only  mention  it  as  4  defed,  as 

it 


it  obfcures  thofc  who  come  to  be  /een.  And 
Holland  is  by  no  means  without  its  votaries, 
wfaawifh  to  be  admired ;  yea>  and  can  boafl  its 
coquettes  of  ib'oiKlex^s.  '  Noe  tlfat  thefe  make 
the  theatre  a  frequent  fcene  of  their  vifitation. 
It  is  rstther  facredto  a  tUe^ttte  than  a  public 
ezhibltionj  though  it  is  more  ufually  the  re- 
fijrt r  (^f  ijcipplc.'^ who  50  iinyply  tetr  bf '  a Aiufed^ 
1m. ??fW^  ^  fe?.  opppf^nity,,,ta;  n^e'^fciu^ 
<he  cli^r^c^ers  ,^^^  t^  putciLbe^ff $,.(JL  will  af^* 
|tWP^XQ». "  fy^^  thing3^  ape**]  frow  the  waxa:  of 
what  wpurdbe  loc^ec^  iipoa'in  tl^^ity,of  Am- 

ciJFpjcj,:j  knp\y..t{>5njthcre^  ^ay|  6^r  ^ladicp 
^fi^f^rU  m^^xf^  High  ftjj^j  9f  ?wgnifi^ 
cfj^i^.^  M^ny  jf9U|)g  ^I^Qtknde|3« ,  yea,  and  old 
Q^  tpo^jLT!^  fd^jfti^T^lt?  cncnigh).  to  lwkve>  an4 
' to t^e  OMi^Jt^ifiuld  bfe fewzc;;a^.ljt)^t thqr.  bavc^^ 
afc;malc  of  a$  ^9^11,  C^ppuce  a$.  beauty  in  their 
traitt,^  and  all  camip^Xfaut  as  the^r.  ai^».  cootrivc 
to  i^brikf  a  barg^ia  betw^n  baitoefa  aad  plean 
lu^j. eroding  a^  templ/ti  as  weli  ta  Vpu)^  as  to 
l^lutus.  SoQie.  ):b^e  9re  wB(^^  contented  with 
U^  t^pLWion  of.  keeping,  the.  p>ifire&*  ^nd  the 
ifcfip/  of  divojFeiijg  fhe  wife^^  never  viiit, the  .fo?^ 
m^r  \ya\  in  public,  by  way  of  exbUntkn ;  and 
tbottghj^.  by  b^bAt  ..or,  pa^iop^  attached  to  the 
latter^  dare  not  hazard  the  lofe  of  charafl:er,, 

•  T*he  French  fclhion  word  for  keeping. 

except 


except  by  jwivate  interview,  which,  by  taking 
the  air  of  an  intrigue,  makes;  even  a  conjugal 
iite^tiie^  as  it  Were,  by  fiealth^  at  once  df«* 
matick  and  inficrefting.    . 

•       ■  •  ■  ■■■.■' 

No  twithftanding  this  general  gloom  of  the 

ciay-houfe3,  the  Dutch,,  (albfiit  unufed  to  p;iy 
homage  to  mere  rank  qr  tidc§,  of  which  there 
is  abundance,  the  bulk  of  an  audience  being 
frequently  compofed  of  the  Reprefentativcs  of 
Emperors  and  Kings)  are  by  no  means  infen- 
fihle  to  merit,  nor  flow  in  affording  it  the 
warmefl  tokens  of  their  relpeA  and  admiration, 
a  very  ftriking  example  of  which  I  had  an  op-, 
portunity  ;of  gleaning  in  their  publick  recep- 
tion of  the  Count  dc  Boetzlaer,  the  gallant 
veteran  who  commande^j  and  fo  bravely  de- 
fended the  fortrefs  of  *  Williamftadt.  I  had  the 
fortune  to  be  prefent  at  the  firft  public  appear- 
ance of  this  glorious  and  faithful  foldier,  after, 
his  fuccefsful  refiftance,  and  other  favouring 
circumftances  had  driven  back  the  French  army 
into  their  own  territories :  and  to  grace  his  tri- 
umph, and  render  it  more  complete,  it  was  at 
a  time  when  another  General  was  fuppofcd  to 
have  been  Icfs  fteady  in  the  caufe  of  his  coun-^ 
try.  The  Count  de  Boetzlaer  came  late  into 
the  theatre,  when  a  very  affefting  fcene  in  a 

*  During  the  attack  of  Dumourier. 

favourite 
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favourite  traged/i  the  chief  charadlcr  of  which 
mat  performed  by  a  popular  aftrefs,  had  very 
ftrongty  engaged  the  general  attention^  and 
when  the  entrance  of  all  the  Kings^  Queens^ 
or  Potentates  of  the  earthy  under  lefs  powerful 
circumftances^  would  have  been  thought  a  fe« 
condary  atti'a6ti6ii.  But/ in  thi^  iilftance^  it 
was  otherwife ;  and,  for  feveral  niihutesj  -  thcf 
iiage,  "  and  all  that  it  inherits/*  was  nothing 
Worth.  The  Count  cdrtie  in^  fupported  by  his 
two  blooming  daughters,  each  of  whom  had 
already  been  the  well-feledted  objed  of  national 
gratitude,  the  States  General,  ^nd  the  Stadt* 
holder  having  accorded  them  a  very  libera! 
penfion  for  life.  Few  things  could  have  been 
A  more  flattering  mark  of  their  father's  valour, 
than  thefe  rewards  of  his  well-earned  laurels  i 

and  yet  I  was  near  enough  to  fee  that  the  uni- 
verfal  Ihouts  of  a  crowded  theatre,  amongft 
which  were  mingled  the  plaudits  of  the  Prince^ 
his  family,  and  the  Ladies,  not  of  the  Court 
<ihly,  but  of  every  part  of  the  houfe,  were  cir- 
Cumftances  of  greater  viftory  than  their  inde-^ 
pendence.  Believe  me,  my  friend,  it  was  not 
d  is\tit\y  fentimental  tear,  which  tender  fancy 
fiad  made  for  the  occafion,  but  it  was  the  ge- 
nuine drop  ofblifs,  derived  from  the  fuUnefs  of 
the  filial  heart,  that  I  adually  obferved  upon 

V  .  the 
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the  cheek  of  one  of  (he  daughters^  and  the 
jDther  caught  hold  of  the  Generars  arm^  and 
was  hardly  withheld  by  the  fdrms  of  llfo,  from 
embracing  he^:  father;  and  it  was,  as  I  faid,  a 
confiderable  time  before  the  audience  had  -any 
eyes,  earsjt  or  hands,  for  other  entertainment. 
With  refpeft  to  the  General  himfelf^  without 
aifeding  to  be  ejated  beyond  the  due  bound  of 
a/enfible  mind,  he  received  the  incenfe  thus 
pfTered  him  with  a  proper  fenfe  of  what  he 
owed  to  his  own  bravery,  and  to  the  publick, 
who  were  proud  to  diftinguifh  it.  His  exit 
from  the  theatre  was  more  fplendid  than  his 
entrance,  and  I  could  not  help  making  a  re-^ 
fiedtion,  drawn  from  the  place  where  it  was 
Aiggefted,  the  truth  of  which  I  will  fubmit  to 
your  decifion.  The  hero  of  the  tragedy  was  a 
noble  foldier,  whom  the  poet  had  drawn  as  de-i 
ferving  and  receiving  his  country's  applauie^ 
(whether  on  that  night  reprefented  in  compli-i* 
nacnt  to  BoetzIaer^I  cannot  tell;}  the  adtof, 
who  performed  this  part,  was  honoured,  and| 
juftly,  with  ftrong  tokens  of  publick  favour^ 
and,  as  he  feemed  to  rife  in  excellence,  as  he 
rofe  in  fame,  it  is  to  be  prefumed  his  pleafi|re 
was  in  proportion  to  his  praife.  The  fame,  npi 
doubt,  was  true  as  to  the  real  General;  .but 
1^'hat  an  important  diiFercnce,  neverthelefs,  in 

the 


th«  comparative  findings  of  thetwb  peribfiage^, 
fcven  ;Wizi^a#  a*  that'berwm  fa<9:  lattd  fki^^ 
die  famfkaio«i'<)f  Vb^adtdr  bdh^^^  mih 

Kprdktiting^  fb«  the  time  beings  the  at<:b]ev^u 
mtnu  "if  anetlKer  fufpofed  chara<fler,  ifauft  have 
b^A  MinfieAt.  \ihven  he  had  ftnfttcd  his  hour 
*«i'*hferc  Wa«  aA  e«d  of  his  gloiy,  aftd  cv(^h 
the  gemmation,  w*fi(fh  his  imitatibh  excited; 
would  give  way  to  the  fatigue  of  a^iiig  a  long 
afnd  liaborious  part^and  he  would  feck,  in  rcpofe, 
t  willing  oblivion  of  his  Ihort-lived  greatneft, 
doomed/  perhaps,  on  the  morrow  to  aflumc 
another  charaftcr — the  revetje  of  thdt  he 
played  the  night  before — ^the  vileft  tyrant  or  the 
meaneftflavcj  and  be  the  averfion  of  the  very 
tttdience,  who  had  fo  lately  wofihipped  hiin. 
The  real  General,  on  the  contrary,  I  doubt  not^ 
returned  home  to  a  feries  of  thoughts  and  emo- 
tions, which  would  be  the  fame  durfng  the  re- 
fidue  6f  his  life,  and  fwcetere  its  lateft  moments* 
He  'had  repelled  a  foreign  enemy,  and  awed  a 
d^moftick  foe.  -He  had  retired  in  the  fulhrfi' 
0fteohour,  and  of  years.  He  had  received  the 
jtfili<:e  of  she  RSpublick-  for  his  fervices  in  t 
]^riod  of  its  greateft  difficulty  and  danger. 
His  .children,  his  friends,  his  Prince,  and  '*a 
whole  nation's  voice,'*  informed  him,  what  he 
had  done  was  not  followed    by   the  paffing 

gloriea 
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gloHes  of  an  evening,  but  that  his  name,  his 
memory,  the  fortunes  and  the  charafter  of  his 
family,  would  be  treafured  up  amongft  the 
proudefl  archives  of  the  Provinces, 

On  going  to  my  hotel,  1  met  with  a  very 
glean-worthy  circumflance.    It  had  rained  the 
vhole  of  the  evening,  and  might  now  be  faid 
to  pour.     I  was  a  mile  diftant  from  that  part 
of  the  Hague  where  I  lodged,  and  I  was  then 
a  ilranger  to  the  town.     A  Dutch  gentleman, 
of  whom  I  enquired  my  way,  undertook  to  be 
xny  guide,  with  an  air  and  voice  of  courtcfy 
fo  prcffing,  that  in  the  dim  furvey  I  had  of  the 
perfon  to  whom  they  appertained,  I  took  it  for 
granted   I  fliould  pay  for  the  civility^  and  {Oy 
without  much  ceremony,  or  compliment,  ac- 
cg>ted  it.     My  direftor  was  furniftied  with  an 
aunbrella,  which  he  fhared  with  me,  and  held 
it  over  our  heads.     Still  thinking  I  had  en- 
countered  a  man,  who  would  confider  a  few  fli- 
Vers  ia  fufficient  recompenfe  for  the  fervicc, 
I  £id  no  handfome  things  on  the  occafion, 
tod  entered  only  into  converfation  about  the 
Weather.     The  violence  of  the  rain  continued, 
axjd  even  augmented,  when,  fo  far  from  yield- 
ing any  part  of  the  benefit  of  the  umbrella,  I 
tiefired  my  guide  to  give  me  more  than  my 
VOL.  IK  L  iharc. 
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(hare,  to  which,  very  much  to  his  annoyance, 
he  aflented,  by  almoft  leaving  his  own  perfon 
undefended,     I  felt  fomc  reproof  of  heart  on 
this ;  but  rather  from  a  fenfe  of  injuftice,  than 
any  idea  of  rudenefs.    We  quickened  our  pace, 
and  at  length  gained  the  point  of  my  defti- 
^nation,  at  the  end  of  which    the  condudldr 
"would  have  made  his  bow,  I  find,  and  taken 
his  leave,  had  I  not  feen  the  landlord  at  the 
doox,  who  bowed  to  hi  hi  with  the  itiofl:  pro- 
found refpedt,  and  begged  him  to  walk  in  till 
the  fhower  was  over,  or  at  leaft  to  accept  of 
a  great  coat,  of  which  offer,  having  availed 
himfclf,  he  renewed  his  farewel,  and  left  me, 
with  the  beft  nature  imaginable,  to  fettle  my 
behaviour  as  I  could. — I  now  perceived  I  had 
been  indebted  to  a  gentleman  of  one  of  the 
flrft  families  in  Holland  for  this  urbanity,  who, 
feeing  me  aftray,  and  benighted  in  a  ftrangfe 
land,  waFked  through  a  tempeft  to  guide  mc 
on  my  way,  and  looking  upon  me,  no  doubt, 
as  a  (irariger,  ignorant  of  cuftoms,  paflcd  over 
my  incivility,' without  relaxing  his  own  kind- 
'  ntfs.     He  wasi  difcovered  to  me  juft  in  time 
•CO  prevent  rieceiving   from  me  the  infultof 
a- couple  of  y?/?^^?)'^^,  '  which   I    Ihould    have 
;hought,  deeming  Him  the  perfon  I  had  at  firft 
"     ' ?  '  •   '  -  dubbed 


.  I. 
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dubbed  him,  an  handfome  gratuity,  as  money 
goes  in  Holland^  for  a  good  wetting. 

You  are  too  penetrating  not  to  fee,  that  I 
have  detailed  this  nodlurnal  adventure,  whichj; 
you  have,  juft  as  it  happened,  to  fome  better 
end  than  telling  a  tale.  I  wifh  it  to  ferve  as 
introdudtory  to  my  vindication  of  the  Dutch, 
from  another  ill-grounded  charge,  brought  by 
neighbouring  nations  againft  them,  viz.  their 
imputed  want  of  urbanity  to  flrangers. 

I  am  aware,  my  loved  friend,  that  it  would 
be  as  eafy  to  m^ktyoUy  as  it  would  be  difficulty 
to  make  the  bulk  of  my  honeft  countrymen 
believe,  that  the  current  civilities  are  fhewn  to 
foreigners  in  general,  and  Englifhmen  in  par- 
ticular, with  a  liberality  worthy  the  adoption 
of  people— (their  cenfurers  for  inftance)— 'Who 
have  more  reputation  for  thofe  curtefies  which 
fmooth  the  path  of  the  traveller,  and  far  lefs 
honeft  claim.  But,  from  a  citizen  of  the 
world,  and  a  man  of  a  candid  fpirit,  we  ex-, 
peft  and  find  better  things.  We  eafily  credit 
others  for  thofe  virtues  which  form  a  part  of 
our  own  charadler;  we  are  even  apt  to  fuppofe 
them  pofleffed,  where  they  really  are  not — juft 
as   we   impute  our  favourite  foibles  to    our 

L  2  neighbours; 
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neighbours ;  and  feeling  axilcious  to  have  theite 
more  faulty  than  ourfelves^^  aggravate  the  quan-^ 
turn  of  their  imperfedlions,^  and  dccrcale  their 
iierit. 

The  ftngle  cxiample  I  hare  recited  above^ 
did  it  Hand  alone  in  the  travels  of  an  ihdi-^ 
vidual,  would^  or  ought  to  be^  fufEcicnt  to  ref-^ 
cut  the  nation  from  th^  ftigiiia  uikler  which' 
they  labour.'— But^anoongft  the  Dutch>  did 
every  traveller  tell  all  the- truth,  he  mUft  coci«* 
fefs,  that  the  little  urbanities  he  met  with  in 
i  J-our  through  the  provinces,  (were  he  hot 
himfelf  too  proud  or  too  churlilk  to  accept 
gentle  offices)  afforded  him  ilot  Gleanings  onl.yv 
but  a  reafonable  harveft;  and  yet  fo  genial  is^ 
the  foil,  this  barrea  foily  (aid  to  be  unfruitful 
of  cstry  thing  but  what  is  fold,  and  fold  oa 
ufury,  that  every  new  gueft  may,  if  he  pro*, 
pcrly  cultivates  it,  go  "  filled  with  good  thii^*,*** 
away. 

In  my  own  cafe,  I  by  no  means  rely  on  the 
folitary  inftance  with  which  I  have  prefented) 
you.  It  is  afibciated  with  many  others,  where 
frequently  *•  I  turn  the  leaf  of  gratitude**  to  read 
them/  Accept  one  or  two  more,  i  had  loft  my- 
felf  in  following  my  mental,  rather  than  my  cor-- 
porcal  eye— »no  uncommon  event  in  this  i^orld. 

I  was 
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I  was  aroufcd  from  -  my  reverie  in  a  part  of 
Holland,  which  exaftly  anfwered  to  a  line  of 
Goldfmich's  Hermit — it  was 

^  Where  wilds  immeafurably  fpread  ;'*  . 

and  I  was  half  buried  in  a  bog  before  I  difco- 
vered  this.  On  looking  round,  I  perceived  a 
mill  at  aboyt  fifty  paces  diftant,  and  a  man 
running  down  the  ladder,  and  then  making 
towards  me  with  his  utmoft  fpeed,  calling  out, 
and  making  figns  for  me  to  attempt  no  farther 
my  own  extrication.  This,as  I  afterwards  found, 
was  a  very  neceflary  caution,  for  my  plunging 
involved  me  yet  deeper  in  the  bog ;  and  when 
the  almoft  breathlefs  miller  came  to  my  aid, 
I  literally  rofe 


te 


in  all  xhe  majefty  of  mud.'* 


My  prcferver  informed  me,  I  had  got  into  a 
country  where  the  folid  and  rotten  ground 
were  fo  mixed,  that  it  had  been  the  grave  of 
men  and  beafts  time  immemorial,  and  that 
even  a  perfon,  born  amongft  thefe  treacherous 
quagmires,  found  it  fometimes  difficult  to  pafs 
them  in  fafety.  With  great  good-nature  he 
condudted  me  to  a  fecure  path  which  led  to 
the  village  from  whence  I  had  rambled  ;  but 
to  efFeft  this  was  a  walk  of  more  than  twenty 

h  3  minutes ; 
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minutes  5  and  feeing  fonae.  long  grafs  growing 
befide  a  dyke  we  had  to  go  over,  he  plucked 
a  copious  handful,  and  pnade^me  a  little  more 
fit  to  enter  the  abode  of  human  beings.  When 
the  town-gate  appeared  before  me  in  a  diredt 
line,  he  bid  me  farewel,  and  went  bacj?  to  hi^ 
mill. 

•  -  •         ->■      .  .        . 

During  the  whole  of  this  fcene,  I  believe^  my 
preferver  did  not  fpeak  more  than  twiccr— once 
to  warn  me  of  my  danger,  and  once  to  bid 
jne  adieu,  when  he  had  got  me  out  ofJt.  Could 
the  fofter  cour^:efy  of  more  polilhed  nations 
have  better  effeded  difintereftcd  good  will  ? 

And  the  fecond  fefvice  was  like  unto,  thefirfl;. 
It  happened  at  the  little  village  of  Scheveling. 
I  had  ufed  all  my  paper,  to  wrap  up  my 
Gleanings,  and  a  morning's  excurfion  had 
croudcd  niy  mind  with  frefh  matter.  Not  a 
fcrap  of  paper  remained,  fave  the  backs  of  two 

letters,  which  I  had  loaded  to  the  very  edges. 
My  heart  is  very  faithful  to  its  feelings,  but 
the  expr^ion  of  them  al\yays  fuffers,  if'  I  trull 
long  to  my  memory. — It  is  hence  that  I  have 
ever  been  defirous  to  write  "  warm  from 
that  heart,"    becaufe,    then    it    is,   that    my 

pen  is  "  faithful  to  its  fires." — What  was  to 

be 


I. » 
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be  done  ? — My  landlord  had  not  a  iingle  (heet 
of  paper  in  the  houfe.  I  reforted  to  the  only 
Ihop  in  the  village,  where  there  was  any  hope 
of  my  want  being  fupplicd.  Could  any  thing 
be  fo  unlucky  ?  he  was  out  of  paper ;  but  ex- 
pected fome  from  the  Hague  in  the  evening ! 
E*er  that,  perchance,  the  images  which  are 
now  fo  lively,  will  be  loft  amongft  other  oc- 
currences, and  "  leave  not  a  trace  behind."  I 
thought  this,  and  the  little  Ihopkeepcr  feemed 
tO'tranflate  that  thought ;  for  running  up  ftairs, 
and  returning  with  the  fame  fpeed,  after  hav- 
ing haftily  faid — I  no  doubt  wanted  to  write  a 
letter  to  fome  friend  by  the  poft  of  the  day — 
he  prefented  me  with  a  wjiole  quire,  which, 
he  told  me,  had  been  put  up  in  his  fon's  box, 
to  go  with  him  back  to  fchool  after  the  holi- 
days ;  but  to  accommodate  you.  Sir,  faid  the 
father,  a  ftieet  or  two,  more  or  lefs,  is  of  no 
confequence.  He  fhewed  me  into  a  little 
fitting-room  at  the  end  of  his  fhop,  furniflied 
me  with  a  new  pen,  fome  good  ink,  opened 
a  bureau,  placed  me  a  chair,  and,  taking  out 
his  watch,  told  me  I  had  barely  half  an  hour  ^ 
before  the  poftman  would  fet  -off,  he  ftiut  the 
door,  defiring  me,  as  he  clofed  it  between  us, 
to  make  the  beft  ufc  of  my  time. 

L  4  Though 


Though  I  was  really  ndt  in  fo  Violeftt  i 
hurry,  I  thought  it  wdpld  bt  a  diraj^pintment 
to  the  honcft  man  not  to  prdftt  of  his  urbanity^ 
which  I  therefore  did,  in  a  two-fold  manner  i 
firft,  by  writing  down  the  heads  of  thofe 
things  which  I  had  gleaned  \  and,  fecondly^ 
making  a  memorandum  of  the  Urbanity  itfelf, 
as  a  juft  objedJ:  of  future  gleaning  i  and  thd 
better  to  gratify  mine  hoft,  (for  when  a  kind- 
nefs  is  intended,  one  likes  to  give  it  its  wholo 
weight  in  the  fcal^  of  gratitude)  I  folded  up 
my  obfcrvations  in  the  form  of  a  letter,  which 
I  appeared  to  have  juft  finiflied  as  the  Shop- 
keeper came  in  to  apprize  me  he  hedrd  the 
poft-horn,  oflfering»  at  the  fame  time,  to  ftep 
with  it  himfelf.  Bowing  only,  as  an  anfwer  to 
this,  I  laid  a  two  ftivcr  pi«ce  on  the  c<junter ; 

but  the  good  man  infifted  on  tny  not  piiying 
for  a  (heet  or  two  of  paper.  Which  Wai  properly 
his  fon's,  and  could  not  be  fold— r.y<m  are  a 
ftranger  (faid  the  fetter)  «nd  though  I  keep  a 
fhop,  I  know  what  bel<!mgs  to  the  ftranger ;  and 
I  hope  this  boy  (fpeaking  to  hi«  fon,  who  now 
c^me  in  from  his  divetfions)  will  do  the 
lame^— Peter  (added  the  father)  I  havfe  given 
this  gentleman  fome  of  your  paper,  becaufe  he 
wanted  to  writ^  a  letter  to  a  friend — take  off 

your 


your  hat^  and  tell  him  it  is  much  at  his  fervicet 
J5ut  he  wants  to  leave  money  for  it.  Put  on 
your  hat,  and  tell  him  if  he  had  ufed  half 

of  it,  ^s  a  ftranger,  he  would  have  been  w^l- 
come. 

Should  there  be  any  of  my  readers^  whofc 
lofty  thoughts  outlbar  this,  humble  benevolence, 
let  them  be  taught,  that  the  violet  which 
flings  its  fragrance  from  the  valley,  is  fome- 
times  fweeter  than  the  perfume  of  the  cedar, 
and  that  a  flill,  fmall,  adlion,  like  that  of  the 
poor  Scheveling  fhopkeeper,  in  his  gift  of  the 
iheet  of  paper,  marks  the  bounty  of  the  indi- 
vidual donor,  and  ought  to  ferve  as  a  trait  of 
national  hofpitality,  no  lefs,  truly,  than  the 
moft  qftenlible  deed  that  the  courtly  Hague 
Itfelf  has  to  boafl. — It  is  neither  the  giver 
nor  the  gift,  my  friend,  but  the  manner  and 
motive  that  (hould  determine  its  value,  as 
well  as  the  richnefs  or  poverty  of  thc/oul  from 
whence  it  proceeds. 

But,  if  any  of  the  fzid  fuilime  readers  defire 

to  have  a  proof  of  Dutch  urbanity  drawn  from 

'higher  life,  I  can  accommodate  him  even  there, 

and  will  alk  his  opinion  of  that  merchant's 

heart 
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heart,  which,  .in  a  .  itiqrp  dealing,  of  -  money, 
could  acfl  its  part  in  thp  following  cafe  : 

t 

. . ,  •«    •.        •  •  . 

A.  is  in  Holland,  and  difappdintcd  of  remit- 
tances :  B;  a  Dutch  merchant,  (to  whom  he 
introduces  him/elf  as  an  Englifh  gentleman) 
offers  to  fupply  him  with  what  may.'  be  wanted, 
A.  draws  a  bill  oi\  the  faid  B.  for  50!.  on 
Londpn  :.  K.  even  before  its  acceptance,  or 
knowing  whether  it  be  good,  or  good  for  no- 
thing,  defires  A.  may  take  its  amount,  ert  ar-^ 
gent  comjpt ant. -^This  is,  at  firft,  declined,  and, 
afterwards,  accepted  in  part ;  for  the  bill, 
through  an  accident,  is  left  unpaid  fome  weeks, 
A.  unable  to  account  for  the  dehiur,  apolo- 
gizes, p.  arifwers  by  fending  one  of  his  clerks 
with  the  whole  fifty  pounds,  aflcrting  confi- 
'dently  that  the  delay  mud  have  been  unavoid- 
able. The  delay  however  continues,  and  B. 
ft'ill  perfifting  in  his  offers,  A.  almoft  trem- 
blinglj^,  receives  a  quarter  of  the  bill.  An- 
other fortnight's  fllence  enfues.— -A.  is  per- 
plexed ;  but  though  living  at  the  time  out  of 
the  merchant's  fight,  B.. neither  calls,,  or  fer\ds, 
about  the  money.  The  perfon  who  Ihould 
have  honoured  it  recovers  from  a  violent  in- 

difpofition. 
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difpofiuon^  and  the  bill  is  paid.  The  mer- 
chant fends  word  of  this ;  and  inftead  of  pay^ 
ing  only  the  balance,  would  have  withheld  his 
own  claim,  to  a  future  better  convenience,  had 
it  been  neceiTary;  on  calling  upon  him  to 
Ji^ke  leave,  A.  could  not  but  exprefs  very 
Arongly  his.fenfe  of  his  candour.  He  faid  it 
>as  his  duty. 

Tell  me,  ye  fticklers  for  Old  England,  could 
the  moft  liberal  Englijh  merchant  deport  him- 
felf  more  generoufly  towards  any  ftranger  fo 
circumftanced  ?  and  to  be  quite  honeft,  fay^ 
would  not  the  majority  think  they  did  full 
enough,  by  paying  the  cafli,  when  they  re- 
ceived advice  the  equivalent  was  fafe  with 
their  correfpondent  abroad?  And,  in  the 
way  of  trade,  fuqh,  indeed,  would  be  fair 
dealing ;  but  let  us  ftep  a  little  beyond  the  laws 
of  the  ledger  and  counting'-houfe,  to  relieve  "  the 
ftranger  that  is  within  our  gates,'*  at  leaft,  if 
iridifpofed  to  *'  do  as  we  have  been  done 
by,"  in  like  cafes,  let  us  admit,  that  the  feveral 
good  offices,  here  recorded,  ought  to  fet 
down  the  people  of  Holland,  (in  place  of  what 
they  HAVE  been  fet  down),  a  kind-hearted  and 
obliging  race,  neither  avaricious,  ufurious,  or 

cold. 


c6[d,  where  it  behoves  them  to  fhcw'  that  they 
arc  m^n. 

In  eontraft  to  the  impofitions  of  thfe  Schevel- 
!ng  landlord^  who  charged  me  the  price  of  a 
liimptuous  entertainment^  for  my  fhrimps  and 
Jttilk>  as  related  in  a  former  letter^  I  piromiftd 
you,  I  think,  an  account  of  better  report,  ill 
the  condu(3:  of  my  oiher  landlord  of  the  fame 
village*  This  is  the  precife  place  for  it,  and 
will,  aptly,  bring  to  a  period,  thefe  little  vindi- 
cations of  a  nation  that  ought  to  fill  a  greater 
Ipace  in  the  map  of  philanthropy. 

At  the  time  1  warned  you  of  the  knavifh 
part  that  was  played  upon  me,  at  the  Heeren 
Lc^emeiit,  you  may  remember,  I  glanced 
at  the  excellent  behaviour  of  a  publican, 
whofe  houfe  1  fhould,  therefore,  very  ftrongly 
recommend  to  the  Britifh  palTenger,  as  well 
in  compatriotrfm  to  the  one,  as  joftice  to  the 
€>ther. 

The  name  of  this  publican  is  M^i-y,  ae 
whofe  pleafant  hotffe,  I  weat  per/f^ly  un^ 
htowft,  and  as  an  Eng^.ijkman,  cpnfcqy.eotly  fup-. 
pQfcd  to  be  able>  and  probably  willing,  (fuch^ 

is 


is  the  genenrl  rtttlbtiiftg;  to  bear  My  impdlihg 
extravagancy.  I  h^^  itidredver,  the  thoaghc- 
^iefsnefs  to  follow  my  feelings,  rathef  than  my 
iaterefly  by  rmtniiig  iftto  a  thapfody  on  th^ 
beauty  of  (be  fituatiMi  the  goi>diieffi  df  the 
air«  tte  ncatxM^Ts  of  thettpaitiAeni^<&e«  theretqr 
giving  hifii  the  hiiit^  to  make  »e  payformir 
beitigj^  well  ^kaa/ed^  £iit  none  oi  theft  tem{l« 
facidns^  aUared  him  into  ^rxitftion.  That  he 
night  wtat^  however^  no  entixurageineim  I 
ctmld  give  hrm,  I  addreifed  him  ta  thk  efedL 
^  I  viidti,  friettd>  to  be  furnifbed  with  bowrd 

^  ^Md  lodg^ng^  with  the  advatitage  of  bc- 
•*  ing  ^  near  the  fea ;.  yocr,  and  your  houfe 
,*•  equally  pleafe  me>— I  4ike  to  live  well^ 
«*  but  without  paratk  ^  I  htfte  trouble,  fo 
**  mull  look  to  you,  and  y^mr  f^nrfly  icfs 
^  e^ety  Kco¥nitiodatitMi^-^-#hat  HxuHt  I  gitl^r 
♦*  you  pwr  weeki** 

I  HHift  conluitiny  irife,  quoth  the  ptrbUcatt^ 
and  making  hi«  bo^w^  <ti(kppeared.  While  the 
fau(band,  and  his  helpmate,  were  laying  their 
lic^ds  togrther,  t6  make,  as  one  wotAd  have 
Ahei^t,  ?lfc?  mjt  of  ine,  in  driving  a  good 
telr^li,  I  did,  whsft  I  fuppoife,  h  the  bi]lfine& 
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-^f  every  man  in  the  lame  fittiation ;  anticipated 
..the  ^epfiand,  which  I  fiippofed  wpuld  be  made. 
-Forming  my  judgment  on  fame  experience, 
and  Ai^LowiNd  for  a  certain  mcafure  of  cheat- 
4ftg,  as  ^  matter  of  courfe,  I  made  my  eftimate, 
I  EQ.uft  confefs,  very  little  in  favor  of  the  peo- 
^e>;  with  whom  I  was  about  to  deal ;  in  which 
calculation  I  injured  them,  and  Ihould  have 
^ne  better,  had  I  adled  up  to  the  good  old 
principle;   "  think  every  man  honeft  till  you 
find  him  a  rogue^'*  inftead  of  inverting   the 
iiiaxim.    Sir,  faid  my  landlord  on  returning, 
we    have  determined   that  to    give  you  con- 
tent   in  your  breakfaft,  dinner,    and  fupper, 
your  tea  in  an  afternoon,  a  good    fleeping, 
and   a  good    fitting    room ;    Wc    cannot    re- 
ceive :a  lefs  fum  than  twelve  florins ;  it  is  a 
^eat  deal  of  money  to  be  fure.   Sir,  but  we 
know  how  an  Englifhman  fhould  be  ferved, 
and  fear,  therefore,  without  lofs  to  ourfelves, 
we  could  not  make  our  demand  more  reafonablc. 
Stop,  however,  a  moment,  if  you  pleafe.  Sir. 


^  k  > . . .. 


He.  now  ran.  down  to  his  fellow  councellor,  a 
•fecond  time,  leaving  me  to  reproach  myfclf, 
/or  having  thought  worfe  of  him  than  he  de- 
fcrved;  but  then,  faid  I,  by   way  of  making 

mv 
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my  peace  with  myfelf,  it*  muft  be  ftill  con- 
feflcd  that  "  for  a  man  to  be  honcft  as  this 
world  goes,  is  to  be  one  picked  out  of  a  thou^ 
fand;'*  at  leaft,  if  he  be  a  publican,  and  the 
pcrfon,  with  whom  I  am  now  in  treaty,  is  ra- 
ther to  be  confidered  as  an  exception  than  a 
general  rule. 

While  I  was  thus  foftening  away  my  own 
errour  of  judgement,  my  landlord  camef  back 
to  fay,  that  the  only  alteration  he  could  make 
in  his  original  charge,  would  be  to  dedudl  fo 
much  per  breakfaft,  dinner,  or  fupper,  or  per 
day,  or  night,  provided  I  was  abfent  at 
any,  or  all  of  thefe  in  my  excurfions  to  the 
Hague,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

I  have  often  felt,  that  the  high  pleafure  wc 
derive  from  the  worthy  condud:  of  another,  is 
not  fo  much  for  the  individual  advantage,  that 
occurs  from  it,  as  from  the  gratifying  fenfe  wc 
have  of  whatever  redounds  to  the  honour,  or 

elevation  of  human  nature.  Surely,  therefore, 
the  firji  impreflion  of  delight  is  ?iof  fellifh,  but 
focial ;  and  all  the  fubtlety  of  Rochfaucault, 
cannot  overjTet  this  impregnable  truth,  any 
more  than  that  which  contrafts  it;  namely, 
6  that 


that  the  pain  we  undergo  on  witnefling  aiijr 
meani  or  atrocious^  behaviour,  proceeds^  in  the 
St  A  inftance,  rather  from  the  due  fytnpathy 
and  fefped  we  have  for  the.  degradation  of 
humanity,  than  for  the  perlbnal  difcredit  it 
reflets  on  ourfelves*  Man,  is  ytxy  fuWimely 
placed  in  the  fcale  of  created  beingai^  and  he 
appears  to  drop  below  the  Jiandard  of  his 
.ipecics,  when  he  at3:s  beneath  the  auguft  idea  he 
has  Bbed  taught  to  look  up  to  as  the  chief  glory 
of  himfelf^  as  a  rational  creature^  and  of  his 
Creator.  However  falfe  or  corrupt,  fays  a 
jioble  author,  the  human  mind  be  within  itfelf^ 
it  fmds  the  difference  as  to  beauty,  between  one 
iieatt  and  another,  And  accordingly,  in  all  cafes, 
7»«/fcapprove,  in  fomc  meafure,  what  is  natural 
andflteneft,  and  difapprove  of  what  is  diihoneft 
and  corrupt.  Pardon  me  for  deducing  fo  grave 
«  refl«5Hon  from  ib,  apparently,  flight  an  occa^ 
lion ;  but,  the  great  caufe  of  morality  is  con* 
-necked  with  the  rainuteft  parts  of  charadler  and 
conduft?  juft  as  the  ocean  is  dependent  on 
the  moft  inoonfiderabie  ilream  that  runs  into 
Jita  embraces.  It  is,  indeed,  the  drops  that  form 
that  ocean,  immenfeas  is  the  one,  and  fmall 
OS  are  the  other,  and  virtue  is  conftituted  in  like 
I  manner 


tnannef  o^feemingty  infignificarit  parts  coUcdlcd 
into  a  whole. 

From  this  after  thought  of  my  landlord,  or 
as  he  is  in  the  Dutch  language,  called  Caftclinc, 
I  could  derive  but  a  very  trifling  benefit,  even 
were  I  to  take  my  bed  and  board  in  other 
places,  twice  or  thrice  in  the  week  ;  but  I  wai 
•  hiore  touched  with  the  unqueflionable  inie-^ 
grity  of  the  propofal,  than  if  he  had  lodged 
and  ferved  me  for  nothing.  1  told  him  I  was 
perfedly  fatisfied ;  and  would  corifider  myfclf 
as  his  gxxt&.from  that  very  hour. 

Every  other  part  of  this  man's  cofidudt  wad 
uniform,  and  1  lived  with  him  in  perfcdtgood 
will.  The  whole  range  of  his  houfe  was  ac- 
corded tome;  when  tea  drinking  parties,  too 
much  fun,  of  wind,  vifited  one  apartment,  I 
ihifted  to  another.  My  bed  and  table  would, 
confidering  time  and  place,  (I  mean  the  fea 
fide,  and  the  fummer  feafon),  have  warranted 
treble  the  charge  at  any  town  or  village  iii 
England.  My  bad  Dutch  was  interpreted  in 
the  beft,  as  well  as  bell  natured^  manner :  my 
very  looks  became  language;  and  the  fervants, 
who  ufuallv  lake  the  bent  of  their  behaviour 
from  their  mailers  and  miftrefles,  contributed 
VOL.  II.  M  all 
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all  in  their  power  to  make  my  fituation  de- 
lightful. And  fo  it  would  have  been,  had  my 
health  permitted ;  but  even  my  licknefs  found, 
from  the  difpoiitional  kindnefs  of  this  man,  and 
of  his  family,  numbqrlefs  confolements.  With- 
out afking,  they  adminiftered  what  they  fup- 
pofed' would  do  me  good — the  beft  fruits,  ve- 
getables, &c.  The  richer  fifh — fuch  as  fal- 
jnon,  carp,  turbot,  &c.  which  daily  came  from 
the  fea  to  my  table,  while  I  was  in  an  apparent 
ftate  to  relifh  them,  were  now  changed  for 
fmelts,  and  other  fimple  dwellers  of  the  ocean. 
So  of  meats — there  was  the  fame  friendly 
diftindion  in  my  defert,  which,  in  my  health, 
confided  of  dried  fruits,  conferves,  &c.  but  in 
my  ficknefs,  offtrawberries,  and  other  delicacies, 
which  at  that  period  of  the  year, .  and  in  the 
fiague  market^  from  whence  they  were  brought, 
muft  have  coft  more  than  the  price  I  gave 
could  juftify.  And  fo  far  from  tireing  of  this 
conducS:,  it  went  on  from  the  firft  to  the  laft 
hour  of  my  refidence,  without  intermiflion ; 
|ind  I  am  tronvinced  would  have  done  fofor  a 
twelvemonth  together,  had  it  fuitcd  me  to  have 
remained  a  gucft. 

,        .  .  --  ■  .      •  ■•  • 

You  would  have  been  much  amufed,  as  I  was, 

•      ■■-.■        .- .  ' 

to  liear  the  good  man  of  the  houfe;  labouring  at 

T^7 


tny  meanings^  and  calling  in  not  only  his  wife 
and  fervants,  but  that  of  any  other  perfon  who 
might  be  taking  refrelhment^  as  auxiliaries. 
The  Englilh  heer,  (gentleman)  he  would  fay, 
muft  certainly  mean  fuch,  or  fuch  a  thing.  He 
would  then  repeat  my  bad  Dutch ;  the  com- 
ments of  the  company  on  which,  were  fome-* 
times  pretty  curious :  according  to  the  different 
conftrudioos,  the  honeft  fellow  has  come  up 
firft  with  the  fubjedt  of  one  interpretation  then 
another;  fmiling  only  at  the  frequent  mif- 
takes  in  the  tranflations,  and  fharing  in  an  hearty 
laugh,  which  was  chorufed  by  his  friends  below 
flairs,  when  the  thing  defired  has  been  hit  upon. 

All  this,  you  muft  own,  dejuonftrates  the 
perfedlion  of  good  will,  as  well  as. of  good  na- 
ture, and  I  did  not  take  leave  of  the  authors  of 
it,  without  wilhing  the  entertainment  I  had 
found,  as  well  fo;:.tjie  body  as  the  mind,  might 
be  enjoyed  by  other  travellers  on  the  road  of 

life,  which  fuch,  as  have  leifure  and  inclin^ation 

•  •   «   .  • 

to  vifit,  pr  fojpurn  with  my  friend  and  cor- 
refpondent  affurcdly  will :  to  which  end,  no 
lefs  than  to  difcharge  a  debt  oC  gratitude  and 
equity,  I  have  prefented  you  .and,  the  public 
with  this  Gleaning,  and  with  which  alfo,  I  Ihall 
terminate  ipy  letter. 

M  2  LITTER 
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rrD-  THE  SAMK. 

Public  jufticc  k  adminiftercd,.  I  fife- 
Kcve,  in  the  Pi-Dvinccs,  with  a  very  impartial^ 
but,  in  feme  cafcs^>  a  very  myftcrious  hanA 
In  common  affiiirs,  the  accn&d  is  tried,  and  if 
not  immecfiately  acq^uicted^  he  is  recbixdufted 
to  his  prifpn,  without  knowing  when  his  ftn- 
tencc  will  be  palj^d,  or  of  what  nature  it  is  to- 
be.  At  the  pleafure  of  the  magiftratcs,  he  i> 
^mmonf^d  to  make  his  ff  eend  a{^>earancc>  and 
then  receives  fentence :  *fter  the  hearing  which,, 
he  h  carried  again  tot  his  confinement,  from 
whence  lie  is  brought  out  onJy  pn  the  day  it  i^ 
to  he  fx^cvkc^:  of  thi«>  he  has  only  a  ftw 
hou^s  notice,,  whether  the  punilhment  be  capi** 
tel,  or  otherwife.  He  is  then  delivered  over 
as  a  public  rpe<fbcre/  and  hh  oflfence  made 
known,  in  afummiry'way,.  tothepeopfe. 

The  ftate  trials  are  conduded  with  great 
fccrefy,  A  marked  pcrfon  is  picked  up,  in  a 
manner,  almoft  imperccptiWy.  He  ia  tried^ 
condemned,  and  executed,  without  the  public 

fufpeding 


fufpe&ing  any  thiag  of  the  matter.  If  the 
offender  be  a  perfon  of  defcent,  whofe  family 
wdvid  be  difgrtced  by  an  ignoniinious  death,  he 
is  brought  into  a  certain  apartmeitt  in  the  feats 
of  juilice^  where  he  perceives  a  goMet  ftanding 
on  a  table ;  and  on  one  fide  of  it  thd  figure  of  a 
woman^  called  the  MAfftSN^  larger  than  life; 
bu€  of  exquifitd  beauty  and  proportions  tbo 
^rfofi  whofe  &t&QC  it  is  to  attend,  gives  the 
criminal  the  choice  of  thefe,  either  of  which  is 
An  inevitable  fate.  If  to  drink  the  contents 
of  the  goblet  be  his  ele&ion^  he  has  no  fooner 
taken  the  potion,  than  the  officer  makes  him  a 
how,  and  informs  him  fce  is  at  full  liberty  to 
1^  where  he  pleafcs..  Of  courfe  he  mak^  the 
beft  of  his  way  home ;  but  the  poifon  he  has 
fwallowed  is  of  fo  adivea  nature,  that  he  takes 
his  death  along  wifh  him ;  and  has  no  other 
€9nfoiation»  than  that  of  yielding  up  his  liftr 
smidft  his  friends.  If  the  other  be  his  choice, 
be  advances  to  the  figure,  whofe  arms  are,  by 
iacret  fprings,  extended  to  receive  him ;  and 
jnft  as  he  has  reached  the  lips  of  this  treacher- 
ous UMt>iv,  he  finds  deftrudlion  in  her  em- 
bf&ce;  be  is  locked  i^ft  in  her  gripe,  and  feels 
innumer^ttf  toncecs  ftjFikJng  at  bis  heart  and 
visats. 

H  3  An 
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.  An  involimtary  horrourieizbd  ine  atitHe  re-' 
lation  ofthis.iigurje;  not  becairfe  I  d'eetiij'on 
thefe  occafionk^  a  fudden  death  lb  teiril'ble  as  the 
apparatus  andihame  of  a.  public  executiion,  but 
as  it  is  abundantly  more  awefuL      I,  Ukcivife, 
regretted   that  this  formidable. inftrumenr  of 
juftice  ftiould  be  reprefented  under  •^the'^foi'W 
of  a  beautiful  female.       Although  'it  ftrutek 
me,  afterwai-ds,   as  a  pretty  clofe  fymbot  of 
the    unfufpefted    mifchiefs, .  which  *  are    iit 
fidioufly  ftored  up  by  that   fkithleft  part  of 
the  fex,  who  convey,  even  with  their  endear* 
ments,  a  dagger  into  the  heart;  more  perni- 
cious in    its  cfFedts,  though  more  flbw^  than 
the  lancets-,  bf  the  maiden,  or  venom  of  the 

GOBLET,    "     •  .'         '     ,  ;  

I  will  embrace  this ,  opportunity  of  offering 
you  a  few  Gleanings  refpcfting  the  govern- 
ment of  Holland,  as  well  as  of  the  provinces 
that  appertain  to  it ;  frqm  whence,  I  truft,  yoii 
will  acquire  a  competent  general  idea  of  the 
adminiftration  of  juftice,  of  which  I  have  given 
you  the  above  particuUr  inftance.  And  it  will, 
lat  the  fame  time,  prepare  you  for  fome  obfer- 
vations  on  the  diffi^r^at  gt^eu^ts  that,  at  fun- 
flry  periods^  have  been  made  to  alter  the  .for^n, 

or 
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or  totally  to    fubvert  that  goverrimcntj  and 

that  juftice.  ^ 

>       ■  • 

Before  the  fcvcn  Provinces,  which  are.ihe.ob- 
jefts  of  our  confideration,  acceded  to  the  union 
of  Utrecht,  they  were  under  the  government  oi 
their  particular  States.  Although  the  cflential 
parts  of  the  government  are  ftill  the  fame,  there 
is  fome  variation  in  the  form.  Agrpeable  to  the 
primitive  order  eftablilhcd  in  the  Low  Coun- 
tries, the  States  of  each  province  acknowledged 
a  fovereign ;  but  the  union  above-mentioned 
totally  abolilhed  monarchy  in  the  Seven  Pro- 
vinces. According  to  the  ancient  fyftem,  the 
States  were  compofed  of  the  three  orders  fol- 
lowing,— the  clergy,  nobility,  and  the  people, 
reprefented  by  the  deputies  of  each  town.  But 
the  Calviniftical  religion  no  footer  became 
predominant,  than  the  ecclefiaftical  order  was 
excluded  ,from  any  rank  in  the  States ;  the 
power  of  the  nobles  was  greatly  diminifhed,  and 
the  principal  fhare  of  the  authority  devolved 
on  the  people  ;  an  arrangement  which  cut  up 
the  kingly  power  by  the  root :  prefently  the 
government  became  fubftantially  democratic, 
retaining,  neverthelefs,  the  Ihadow  of  arifto- 
cracy.      At    prcfent    the  government  of  the 

M  4  whole' 
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vrhole  Republic  u  <ai4  to  be  v^ftcd  in  A^ 
States-General  and  under  them^  the  CouncU^of 
State, 

Thcfc  Prpvinces  fornvi^  therefore,  one  Re^ 
public,  which  i$  thqs.  governed;  the  §tat-e,ai 
of  Guelderland  h^vc  the  firft  yoiqe,  thofe  pf 
Holland  the  C?cond,  pf  Zealand  the  third,  of 
Utrecht  the  fourth,  of  Frie?laiid  the  fifth,  of 
Overyflel  the  fixth,  and  of  Groningen  thQ 
feventh.  All  the  authprs  \vho  have  written  on 
their  polity^  agree,  that  they  fend  as  nfiany  de* 
put;ics  as  they  pleaf?  to  the  States^-Qeneral,  but; 
the  deputies  of  each  Prpvince  hiave  bu?  on<j 
voice  ^  and  each  prefidc^  \vcckly  in  ita  turn  in 
order  to  n^^ints^in  it$  refpedive  equality.  The 
perfon  beft  qualified  i$  chofen  pjrefident,  pra 
tempore^  put  pf  the  deputies,  as.  Wfi^  obferved,, 
of  each  provinqc,  XWs.  ^flcmbly,  U,y^  Carter^ 
declares  w^r,  make^  pc^QC,  gives  aiiidience  to. 
foreign  i;nini8;^r$^  and  aoi^ninMQ^  ^vib^^pr^ 
Xfi  the  fever^l  c«qrts  of  l^nvoj^t ;.  byt  none  of 
thcfe  things  a,re  done^  till  the;  deputies  have  $rft 
<;pnfuUed  the  ftate*  pf  tbcijr  diff<ff«»  Fipyinc^i^ 
i(n4  reccivcid  their  oi[de«* 

It  muft  bi?  cpftfeflTedi  thftt  the  ncceffity  of 
tb«&  Vif^iting  fo?"  unanimous  confent  to  twtiY 

mcafure* 


meafure,  frequently  caufc$  an  inconYeotcnt  de- 
lay in  the  progrefs,  and  conclusion  of  what  calls 
for  difpatch  ;  efpecially  as  thedemur,  or  dilFea^ 
of  any  one  Province,  however  inconiiderable^  is 
fufficient  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  moft  importaitf 
affairs  ;  even  though  the  fafety  of  the  whole  Rew 
public  was  depending.  If  we  confider  that 
there  are  no  lefs  than  fix  and  fifty  towns  in  the 
Seven  Provinces,  whofe  fandlon  is  to  be  ob« 
tained  ;  befides  that  of  the  nobles,  difperfed  at 
unequal  diilances ;  and  that  each  of  thefe  towns 
has  a  right  to  fend  any  given  number  of  do 
putiesi,  we  fiiall  not  fo  much  wonder  at  the  tar- 
dii>efs  of  a  Dutch  negociation,  as  that  it  is  evtr 
brought  to  a  conclujion.  Their  treaty  of  Treves, 
for  inllance,  with  the  Arch-Duke  Albert,  was 
impeded  till  no  lefs  than  eight  hundred  de.- 
puties  had  performed  their  miiGon.  Yet  therq 
is  fo  much  ftrefs  laid  on  this  priviledge,  that 
the  States-General  themfelves,  can  neither 
make  peace,  or  declare  war ;  nor  put  an  end  ta 
the  moft  trifling  treaty  with  foreign  powers, 
till  every  neceOary  and  unneceflary  doubt  is 
removed  in  the  feveral  Provinces ;  whether  the 
obje£t  of  government  be  to  raife  men  or  money^ 
to  make  laws  or  regulations,  the  people  muft 
be  all  of  one  mind.  The  member  who  ihould 
prefume    to    adt  oa   his  own    unfupported 

judgement. 


jddgtment,  would^  unqueftionably,  fell  a  vidlitn 
to  his  ititntfity.  Sir  William  Temple  obfervcs, 
.that  this  fundamental  article  was  never  vio- 
lated^ except  in  1688,  when  he  himfelf  pre- 
vailed on  the  States-General,  to  conclude  ihree 
ireaiiesin  five  days^  without  having  recourfe  to 
the  Provinces :  But  this  was  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  Flanders,  when  much  of  it  had  been 
conquered  by  France,  and  being  looked  on  as 
an  indifpenfible  meafure  of  (late  necejftty^  re- 
ceived the  thanks  of  every  Province ;  though 

r 

had  any  one  difapproved  it  as  a  daring  breach 
of  priviledge,  the  States-General  muft  have 
paid  the  forfeit  with  their  heads ;  fo  that,  it  is 
with  great  propriety,  this  aflcmbly,  which  is 
Called  fovereign,  only  reprefentstht  fovereignty, 
tftfd  cflentially  diAf^rs  from  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  of  which  the  members  are  in  a 
mahner  principals,  and  may  aft  independently 
in  the  counties  that  deputed  them  ;  their  only 
punifhment,  when  they  adl  unconftitutionally 
being  the  difgrace  they  fufFer  on  the  part  of 
their  Conftituents,  or  being  thrown  out  at  the 
next  eledtion.  Otrr  happier  legiflatron,  in  this 
point,  admits  of  more  fpeedy  decifions.  Not* 
that  this  flow  method  of  proceeding  in  the 
Republic  is  without  fome  advantages.  It  af- 
fords full  leifure  -  for  deliberation  and  for  cau-» 

tion^^ 
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tion,  as  one  of  its  advocates  has  remarked,  and 
it  is,  fometifnes,  a  very  good  pretext  for  gain- 
ing time,  and  waiting  events. 

The  council  of  State  is  compofed  of  deputies, 

which  affift  in  the  name  of  each  Province.     It 

•    •■■'■  ___ 

is  this  council  which  regulates  military  affairs, 
and  finance.     Here  the  Treafurer  General  and 
a  deputy  from  the  nobility  have  a  feat  and  voice. 
It  alfo  puts  the  refolutions  of  the  States  General^ 
and  propofes  to  them  the  mofi  expedient  means 
for  railing  troops  and  money :  gives  oiit  pafs- 
ports,  difpofes  of  the  revenues,  fuperintends 
the  army,  works,  and  fortrelTes,  as  alfo,  the  go- 
vernment,   and    affairs   of  all  the  conquered 
places  in  Flanders  and  Brabant.     Towards  the 
end  of  every  year,  this  council  form  an  eftimatc 
of  the  expcnces   they  think  necelfary  for  the 
year  following ;  the  money  for  defraying  which 
is  raifed  by  quotas,  in  the   proportion,  as  an 
approved  writer  informs  us,  of  aliquot  parts  of 
one  hundred  pounds  fterling;  and,  it  feems, 
there  has  not  been  any  alteration  made  in  the 
quotas,  of  the  fcvtral  Provinces,  fince  the  year 
1668.     From  that  date  to  this,  before  us,  they 
have  flood  thus : 

6  Guelderland, 
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J-  I. 

Gueldcrlandj^  -    7  Frieflandf,      ^  17 

l^olland,    -  •  42  OverylTcIi  -     •  5 

Zealand,    -  -   13  Groningcn,     -  g 

Utrecht,.    *  -.     8  . 

■  '     ;       •         ■  .  ■•■■.■ 

Ta  thcfe  two  fovereign  councils  of  the  Rcp. 
public,^  may  be  added  a  third,  that  of  the  Ad* 
miralfy,  which  is  (ubdivided  iino  five  courts ; 
each  of  which  confifts  of  feyen  deputies.  Greal 
Britain  has  but  one  Court  of  Adn>ir?dty ;  the 
maritime  Provinces  of  the  Republic,  have  each 
of  them  one^  as  a  naark  of  their  fovereignty, 
and,  in  fome  fenfe,  of  their  independency  of 
each  other ;  and!  yet  all  theft  fbvereignties  and 
independencies  muff,  like  fb  many  links,  be 
clofc  riveted  by  uncompelled  connedion,  form- 
ing  one  foUd  political  chain,  before  either 
qrvil,  eccleliafticai;,  or  religious  affairs,  can  be 
cffedlive.  Hence  it  is  evident,  fays  one  of  theit 
mofl  partial  admirers^  th^t  the  real  fovereignty 
of  the  commonwealth  refts,  where  one  would 
teafl:  expc(5t  to  find*  it ;  that  ij,  neither  in  the 
States  GeneraT,  nor  Provincial;  but  in  the 
town  or  people.  This  has  been  deemed,  and, 
perhaps,  julWy,  an  enormous  defeU  in  their  con- 
ftitution;  for,  at  prefent,  the  corruption,  or 

perverfeneis  of  gny  one  fmall  towa  may  put 

public 
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public  affairs  into  great  and  even  fatal  dilbrder. 
The  Seven  Provinces,  therefore,  are,  in  elFeft, 
my  friend,  fo  many  little  Republics.  The  Bar- 
go-mafters,  and  Senate,  compofe  the  fo^ 
vereignty ;  and  on  a  vacancy  by  death,  a  Burgo- 
xnafter,  would  be  highly  offended  if  any  petty 
burgher,  prefumed  to  murmur  at  his  filling  it 
up  with  one  of  his  own  fons,  relations,  or 
friends:  and  fo  great  is  the  awe  of  the  magi- 
ftratc  in  this  imputed  free  countr}%  that  the 
citizens,  cither  in  their  private,  or  colleftivc 
capacities,  do  not  care  to  hazard  any  innova- 
tions ;  fo  that  the  boafted  liberty  of  the  Dutch 
is  not  to  be  undcrftood  in  the  general  and  ab- 
Iblute  fenfe,  but  cum  grano  falls ;  and  Carter, 
lias,  therefore,  well  called  it,  not  a  Common-, 
wealth,  but  a  confederacy  of  feven  fovereign 
powers,  for  their  mutual  defence ;  leagued  to- 
gether by  provincial  compadh  for  their  com- 
mon intereft  and  fecurity.  The  fame  writer 
obferves^  that  this  Republican  confederacy  has 
a  near  refemblance  to  the  Archaean  League,, 
which,  you  know,  confided  of  fcveral  little  in- 
dependent ftates  and  cities  allied  together  for 
geiKcal  fafety.  Each  of  them  had  been  govern- 
ed by  iingle  perfons^  who  having  abufed  their 
power^  were  degraded  and  exiled.  Thofe 
cities  then  formed  themfeivcs  into  fo  many 

Common- 
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Common-wealthjs,  and  entered  into  a  league  to 
l^rengthen  themfelyes.  This  new  ftate,  which 
hadi  at  leaft,  the  face  of  liberty,  became  the 
common  afylum  of  its  neighbours,,  and.  im- 
mediately grew  rich,  powerful,  and  populous. 
They  had  a  fixed  place,  where  the  deputies  of  the 
cities  aflembled  to  deliberate  on  the  affairs  of 
the  league.  They  alfo  chofe  a  chief,  whom 
they  called  Praetor;  who  governed  conform- 
ably to  the  refolutions  taken  in  the  aflembly  of 
the  allies,  and  was,  at  that  time,  their  Captain- 
General.  Their  Praetor,  indeed,  was  only  an- 
nual; in  which  fingle  circumftance,  the  xe- 
femblance  between  the  Confederate  State?  of 
Greece,  and  the  United  Provinces,  does  not 
hold  good;  the  office  and  authority  of  the 
Stadtholder,  (the  Captain-General  •  of  this 
Republic)  being  perpetual  ^and  hereditary. 
Which  obfervation  brings  me .  to  the  place, 
where  it  may  be  proper  to  fay  fomething  of 
the  Stadtholderate. 

'  '  Kotwithftanding  the  early  propenfity  which 
"the-Ehatch  difcovered  for  a  democratic  form  of 
government,  they  inclined  to  ^/<?/r(i  withitiomt^ 
thing  of  monarchy.  This  was  manifeftftd  by 
their  voluntary  creation  of  the  Stadtholders, 
who,  though  not  altogether  ihvefted  with  f6- 
vereTgii  power,  were  ehtrufl:6d  with '  no  ihcon- 

fidcrable 
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fiderable  fliare  of  authority.  The  power  of 
this  chief  magiftrate  is  at  once  limited  and  ex- 
tcnfive;  and  he  was  originally  chofen  by  the 
people,  and  placed  at  their  head  on  this  maxim 
of  their  ftate,  which  paffed  into  a  folemn  and 
unanimous  declaration  in  1672 — we  feel  fully 
convinced  we  are  in  want  of  a  centre  of  union, 
that  may  give  grace ^  ftrengthy  and  harmony  to  our 
Conftituiion :  and,  accordingly,  in  the  year  1747, 
Charles  Henry  Frifo,  who  had  been  chofen  by 
the  people  of  Guelderland,  under  the  name  of 
William  the  Fourth,  was  appointed  Stadt- 
holder  of  the  Seven  Provinces,  and  the  fuc- 
cedion  made  hereditary  in  his  family. 

The  functions  and  priviledges  afligned  to 
this  great  officer  of  the  Republic  were  origi- 
nally from  the  States-General,  and  the  Pro- 
vinces. He  eajoys  the  title  and  power  of  a 
Captain-General,  and  Admiral,  of  all  the  forced 
of  the  Republic  by  fea  and  by  land.  The 
States  of  Holland,  obfcrves  a  very  able  writer* 
on  the  Revolution  of  1787,  having  declared 
that  the  Republic  cannot  fuhjijl*  without  a  chief, 
we  are,  it  ftems,  t6  confider  the  Stadtholder^ 
as  an  cflcntial  part  of  the   conftitutionj   and 

'     ■  that 

*  Nor  Is  there  any  Republic  on  earth;  Which  can  call  that 
chief  King,  Prefidcnt,  ProteAor,  or  what  clfe  yoo  will.  'Td 
J4ift  as  necefiary  as  the  head  to  the  body. 
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that  he  is  not  an  immaterial  part  of  it,  \9i\\ 
tppcar  by  an  enumeration  of  his  priviledges. 

In  Gudderland,  Holland,  and  Utrecht,  he 
participates    the  fovercignty,  a$  prcfidcnt  of 
their  bodied  of  nobles  1  and  in  Zealand,  as  the 
only  noble  of  the  Province ;  and  he  has  a  right 
of  affifting,  though  not  of  voting,  at  the  delibe- 
rations of  the  States-General.    In  his  executive 
capacity,  he  id;  principal  member  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  State,  which,  in  military  affairs,  \%  almoft 
entirely  under  his  direcflion.    He  prefides  in 
all  courts  of  jufticc ;  and  has  a  right  of  par- 
doning criminals;    He  difpofcs  of  thc^/^«/j, 
or  written  orders,    for  marching  the  troops^ 
although  thefe  patents   ought  to  be  accom- 
panied by  what  is  called  a  Lettre  d*  Attache,  or 
permiilion  from  the  towns,  through  which  the 
troops  are  to  march.   He  has  the  means  of  fta- 
tioning  the  army  as  he  pleafes.     He  publifhes 
a^  military  ordinances,  he  names  all  Colonels 
and  inferior  officers,  by  virtue  of  the  right 
which  was  made  over  to  him  from  the  differ- 
ent Provinces;  and,  as  thcTuperior  officers  are 
f ondantly  appointed  by  the  States-General,  in 
conformity  to  his  wifties,  he  virtually  poffefles 
the  whole  patrmag£  of  the  army.     He  names  all 
yiccrAdmirals,  sind  Captains   of    the  navy» 
2  ^    ^  inftitute» 
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inftitutes   all  Court-Martials,  and  prefldes  in 
the  different  Admiralties. 

In  the  three  Provinces,  aux  Reglemens,  he  ap- 
points to  all  offices  whatever;  and  in  Holland 
and  Zealand,  he  annually  eledts  the  greater 
part  of  the  magiftrates,  from  a  double  number 
of  candidates,  prefented  by  the  towns.  He 
choofes  from  a  nomination  of  three  candidates, 
every  officer  in  the  department  of  the  States  of 
Holland,  and  oftheir  chamber  of  accounts,  and 
all  the  members  of  the  College  of  the  Heem- 
raden,  or  fuperintendants  of  the  dykes.  He 
difpofes  of  all  the  pofts  in  the  nomination  of 
the  Council  of  State,  and  of  the  Council  of 
Deputies.  He  is  Governor-General,  and  fu- 
preme  Diredlor  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft  India 
Companies,  with  a  right  of  choofing  all  the 
other  direftors,  from  a  double  number  of  can- 
didates, named  by  the  company :  in  Ihort,  his 
ififluence  pervades  every  department  of  the 
State. 

Befides  thefe,  the  Stadtholder  claims  the 
right  of  appointing  a  military  tribunal,  called 
the  High  'Council  of  fVar.  This  was  eftablifhed 
by  William  the  Third  :  as  it  tended  to  fhelter 
the  military  from  the  common  courts  of  juftice, 

VOL.  !!•  N  it 
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it  was  thought  dangerous,  but  was  neither  H- 
mited  in  I747>  nor  at  the  fucceflion  of  the 
prefent  Stadtholder  in  1766:  though  it  was 
reformed  by '  the  patriots  in  1781,  and  may, 
poflibly,  never  be  revived.  Moreover,  by  the 
commiflion  from  the  States-General,  to  the 
late  PririceofOrange,  dated  i2thof  Mayi  1747, 
he  was  invefted  with  full  powers  to  command 
the  whole  forces  of  the  Republic,  for  the  pur- 
pofes,  (amongft  others)  of  "  maintaining  and 
preferving  the  union,  and  of  fupporting  the 
prefent  form  of  government." 

To  this  ample  lift  of  princely  privileges, 
may  be  added,  his  influence  in  the  choice  of 
envoys  and  ambaflTadors :  his  right  to  relpite, 
or  fave  fuch  criminals,  as  come  from  Brabant, 
to  fettle  at  the  Hague,  In  Utrecht,  he  not 
only  changes  the   magiftrates  yearly,   but   hii 

approbation  is  neceflary  in  the  nomination  of 
the  deputies  propofed  by  the  General  A flembly 
of  that  Province;  in  Friezland,  hfr.diftributes 
all.  military  honours,  and  employments,  names 
the  Councellors  in  the  courts  of  juftice,  thc> 
Receiver-General,  fsfr.  In  Overyflel,  he  is 
the  firft  member  of  the  Province  ;  nor  can  any 
litigations,  or  civil,  military,  or  even  religious 
difpute,  be  terminated,  but  by  his  deciding 
4  voice 
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voice  and  judgement.  In  Groningen,  the  fame 
privileges  he  enjoys  in  Holland,  are  fecured 
to  him.  In  Guelderland,  his  prerogative  is  yet 
jnore  extended ;  and  to  what  has  been  already 
dbfcrved  of  his  fway  in  Holland,  it  may  be 
added,  he  can  there  aflemble  the  States-Gencrai, 
convene  the  Council  of  Deputies,  and  is,  in  his 
own  perfon,  exempt  from  all  charge. 

Such,  my  friend,  and  fo  great,  is  the  authority 
and  the  nature,  of  the  Stadtholderian  govern-- 
ment,  concerning  which,  there  have,  at  all  times, 
been  very  different  opinions,  and  fometimes, 
fo  *  diametrically  oppofed  to  each  other,  as  to 
create  in  the  Republic,  the  moll  dreadful  in- 
furredions  and  diforders. 

The  author,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for 
fome  of  the  above  obfervations,  conceives 
it  might  be  happier  for  the  republic,  if 
the  Stadtholder,  whofe  office  is  intended  to 
conned  and  aflimilate  the  jarring  elements  of 
this  complicated  conftitution,  were  inverted 
with  more  power  and  lefs  influence.  Preroga- 
tive, it  muft  be  owned,  is  ufually  odious  in  a 
free  country,  but  when  cxaftly  defined,  it  is 

*  The  Revolution,  which  was  plotting  while  the  Gleaner  was 
colledling  his  Iheaves,  and  which  has  fmce  been  brought  about 
IS  but  one  out  of  many  proofs.     Les  Etats  Unis  feera  to  agre« 
in  nothing  but  to  difagree. 

N  2  fu^cly 


l80  GLEANINGS,    ^C. 

furely  lefs  dangerous  than  influence.  The 
rtioft  timid  Stadtholder  would  not  hcfitatc 
to  employ  powers  exprefsly  granted  him  to 
fupprefs  fa.<5lion,  and  the  boldeji  could  not 
fafely  exceed  them.  At  prefent,  the  Stadt- 
holder, though  he  has  very  little  fliare  in  the 
Ibvereignty,  has  the  right  of  choofing  the 
fovereigns  of  the  republic  j  becaufe  the  depu-. 
ties  to  the  provincial  Hates  are  neceflarily  ma- 
giftrates,  and  the  magiftrates  are,  in  general, 
chofen  by  the  Stadtholder.  It  feems,  indeed, 
probable,  that  the  influence  arising  from  hence, 
and  from  the  whole  patronage  of  the  army, 
might  eafily  be  converted  into  power,  and  that 
an  artful  and  ambitious  governor  might  be- 
come abfolute,  without  the  danger  ufually  at- 
tendant on  arbitrary  power,  becaufe  he  would 
reign  under  the  forms  of  a  free  government.  Wil- 
liam  the  Firft,  we  know,,  was  on  the  point  of 
becoming  mafter  of  the  Republic.  Maurice 
was  able  to  bring  *  Barjieveldt  to  the  block. 
Accident  alone  prevented  William  the  Second 

from 

♦  John  d'Oldcn  Barfleveldt,  Advocate  Genenl  of  the  States 
of  Holland,  acquired  the  cftecm  of  the  Rq)ublic  and  of  Foreign 
Powers  for  his  addrefs,  both  in  his  negociations  and  embaffies  : 
infomuch  that  he  may  be  confidered  amongft  the  foundcrt  of 
the  States.  Henry  the  Fourth,  and  Queen  Elizabeth,  held 
him  in  high  ifefpcd.  Bamevcldt,  wiftxing  ta  rcftrain  the  prero- 
gatives of  Maurice  of  Orange,  oppofed  the  .Airoenians  to  tlie 

Gonunarifts, 
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from  cftablifhing  a  military  government  within 
the  walls  of  Amfterdam.     William  the  Third 

was 

GommtriftS)  which  laft  were  the  partizans  of  this  Prince. 
Maurice,  to  revenge  this  outrage,  aflembled  a  fynod  'at  Dor- 
drecht, compofed  of  Deputies  from  all  the  Calvinift  churches  in 
Europe,  except  thofe  of  France,  in  1618-19  ;  and  this  aflembly 
treated  the  Armenians  with  as  much  rigour  as  if  they  had  not 
been  of  the  fame  communion ;  and  as  if  thofe  of  the  reformed 
religion  had  not  taken  from  the  church  the  right  of  deciding 
tbcfe  controverfies.  Barne veldt,  adjudged  by  twenty-fix  Com- 
miflioners,  had  his  head  ftruck  off  in  1619,  under  pretext 
of  a  defign  to  deliver  up  his  countr}-  to  Fpain.  Thus  fell  the 
man,  who  had  pall  his  whole  life  in  reiterated  endeavours  to 
prevent  his  country  from  becoming  fubjei^  to  this  very  power. 
They  feht  to  him  the  minifter  Walacus,  to  prepare  him  for 
death,  who  found  Barneveldt  writing  to  his  wife.  On  the 
entrance  of  Walacus,  Barneveldt  told  him  that  he  had  all  his 
life  long  been  in  preparation  for  leaving  this  world,  and 
that  therefore  his  attendance  might  be  difpenfed  with.  Walacus 
infilled  on  performing  the  duties  of  his  mifiion.  Sit  down 
then  till  I  have  fin! (bed  my  letter.  Walacus  took  a  chair ; 
and  now.  Sir,  faid  Barneveldt,  calmly  folding  up  what  he  had 
written — ^pray  who  are  you  ?  On  being  told,  Barneveldt  enter- 
ed into  a  religious  controverfy,  and  difputcd  many  points  in* 
Med  on  by  the  other,  all  along  protefting  his  perfet^  innocence 
as  to  the  crime  for  which  he  was  about  to  die.  [J^(>on  f')me  re* 
prefentationsof  Walacus,  he  faid,  •*  *  When  I  was  in  /jwcr,  Igo- 
**  verned,  according  to  the  maxims  of  fho/e  times,  and  was  ho- 
*•  noured,  and  to-day  I  am  to /r/fir  after  the  maxims  of /^//^.'^ 
His  two  fons,  Rene  and  William,  having  formed  a  refolation  to 

*  How  applicable  to  thoic:  who  have  lately  fallen  vidtims  tu  the  times  be- 

ibre  us. 

K  3  rcvcng': 
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Avas  certainly  as  much  a  Sovereign,  in  fadl,  at 
the  Hague  as  at  London.     On  the  other  hand, 

a  long 

tevenge  the  death  of  their  ^ther^  entered  into  a  co«^rpirac7« 
which  was,  however,  difcovered.  William  faved  himfelf  by 
fiighty  but  Rend  was  taken  and  condemned  to  death «  His  il- 
luftrious  mother  demanded  his  pardon  jf  Prince  Maurice,  who 
ftnfwered  her  petition  in  thefc  words.—**  It  appears  ftrange, 
•'  that  you  do  that  for  your  fon,  which  you  refufed  to  do  for 
•*  your  huKband.**  The  lady,  worthy  to  be  the  wife  of  Bar- 
neveldr,  anfwered,  **  I  did  not  aik  pardon  for  my  hu(band« 
**  becaufc  lie  was  innocent :  I  afk  it  for  my  fon,  bccaufe  he 
*f  is  guilty/'*— 

The  fate  and  hiflory  of  the  De  Witts,  is,  alfo,  worth  reviving 
in  your  memory,  as  another  inilance  of  that  danger  which  is 
^nexed  to  high  flacipn.  Amongft  the  numerous  accounts  of 
thefe  lingular  and  unfortunate  vidims,  the  following  is  the 
befl,  and,  I  find  on  enquiry,  the  trueft  gleaning, 

A  barber- furgeon  came  to  the  camp  of  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
l(nd  informed  him,  that  Cornelius  De  Witts,  burgomaller  of 
Dort,  and  brother  to  the  great  peniionary,  had  given  him  mo- 
ney to  make  away  with  the  Prince ;  becaufe,  as  he .  faid,  the 
Republic  could  not  ptherwifc  preferve  her  liberty.  Upon  this 
flendcr  intelljgencc,  the  court  of  Holland  committed  De  Witts 
to  prifon,  and  on  no  ftronger  evidence  condemned  him  to  lofc 
all  his  offices  and  employments,  banifhing  him  from  Holland 
and  Weft  Friefland  tor  ever.  The  people,  who  believed  they 
5|verc  betrayed  by  De  Witt  to  the  King  of  France,  looked 
Upon  this  rather  as  a  defign  to  get  him  out  of  the  way,  than  as 
a  fcntence  of  puniftiment.  However,  De  Witt's  wife  and 
friends  preicnted  feveral  petitions  and  remonftrances  to  the 
Court  in  his  vindication.    They  infifted  upon  the  well-known 

fcrvic^s 
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a  long  minority  would,  probably,  be  again  fa- 
tal to  the  Stadtholder,  and  produce  a  De  Witt 

or 

fervices  he  had  done  the  State  for  many  years,  that  he  was  but 
juft  returned  from  on  board  the  fleet,   where  his  very  enemies, 
and  amongft  them  Admiral  De  Ruyter,  couid  attcft  his  con- 
duft  and  loyalty.     They  alledged,  alfo,  the  whole  tenor  of  his 
life  and  converfation ;  and  even  referred  to  the  records  of  feve- 
ral  other  courts,  wherein  the  barber,  his  accufer,   had  been 
convidled  of  perjury.     His  fentence,  neverthelefs,  which  was 
adapted  rather  to  the  conjunflure,  than  to  the  rules  of  juftice, 
was  confirmed,  the  barber  furgeon  fet  at  liberty,  and  the  mob 
inflamed  by  his  reprefentations,  became  clamorous  at  the  doors 
©rthe  prifon.    In  the  midft  of  this  gathering  tumult,  the  Pen- 
iionary  very  imprudently  canxe  in  his  own  coach,  to  carry  his 
brother  out  of  town,  which  looked  like  a  triumph  over  the 
fentence :  but  as  he  wa£  conducing  him  to  the  outer  Gate,  the 
populace  interpofed ;  upon  which  the  Penfionary  fpoke  to  them 
with  fome  violence :  ill  difpofed  to  bear  any  irritation,  the  mob 
forced  both  the  brothers  back  into  the  prifon.     The  tumult  in. 
creaiing,   three  troops  of  horfe,  who  then  lay  at  the  Hague, 
flood  to  their  arms,  but  the  rabble  mounted  to  the  tops  of  the 
houfes,  to  fee  that  neither  of  the  brothers  efcaped.     At  length, 
demanding  vengeance,  mob-like,   they  knew  not  why,   broke 
open  the  prifon  doors,  with  fmlths'  hammers,   mulkets,  &c, 
ihen  went  into  the  chamber,  where  the  De  Witts,  were  found 
embracing  each  other — a  Bible  was  on  the  table  before  them. 
The  Penfionary  afked,  with  great  tranquillity,  what  they  fought, 
and  why  they  raged  ?  For  you  we  feek,  and  for  your  lives  we 
rage,  they  replied.     Cornelius  De  Witt,  took  his  brother  by 
the  hand,  and  on  going  down  flairs,  the  latter  was  wounded  in 
tlie  eye  with  a  pike,  and  immediately  after  hurried  away  by  the 
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or  a  Van  Bcrkcl.  During  the  infancy  of  the 
Stadcholdcr,  the  influence  knd  patronage  muft 
be  transferred  fomewhere,  and  it  is  difficult  to 
transfer  them  with  fafety.  Every  thing  might 
fall  into  confufion,  until  defpair,  or  the  inter- 
ference of  fome  neighbouring  nation,  Ihould 
incite  the  people  to  take  the  government  into 
their  owji  hands,  and  re-eftabli(h  the  conftitu* 
tion  :  poflibly  this,  might  be  more  full  of  peril 
than  all  the  reft :  at  Icaft  very  lamentable  in* 
fiances  are  before  us. 

Many^ 

inob«  to  the  very  place>  where  his  life  had  been  attempted  two 
mopths  before,  and  there  murdered  ;  bis  brother  in  the  next 
inilant  (hared  his  fate.  Thus  fell  a  facrifice  to  public  fury,  and 
private  fadlion,  two  of  the  mod  eminent,  and,  perhaps,  worthy 
noembers  of  the  Republic ;  though  fig  met,  and  fome  other 
hiilorians  obferve,  that  the  Great  Penfionary  had,  in  a  manner^ 
fuppreffed  the  Council  of  State,  and  taken  the  whole  matiage* 
ment  of  affairs  on  bimfelC  which,  fays  the  Bifhop,  excited 
much  deferved  indignation  againfl  him,  and  Sir  William 
Temple,  feems  to  have  been  of  the  fame  opinion ;  but  they  are 
flill  the  fubjedl  of  as  much  eulogy  as  cenfure  at  the  Hague.  I 
Viras  curious  enough  to  vifit  the  houfes  where  they  lived,  the 
torifon  where  they  were  confined,  and  the  place  where  they  died, 
fuid  each  had  its  appropriate  refledlion  in  my  mind ;  the  whole 
tending  to  cpnvince  me,  my  dear  friend,  that  the  pod  of  hap- 
pinefs  and  fecurity  is,  *^  the  private  ftation."  Notwithftand- 
ing  which,  aiiibition  has  ftill  its  votaries,  and  its  intrigues,  and 
men,  in  general,  contend  as  violently  for  public  honours  and 
employments,  as  if"  they  were  rofes  without  thorn*  :  alas!  they 
are  more  frequently  thorns  without  rofcs ! 
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Many,  however,  are  ftill  advocates  for  the  pie-* 
nitude  of  the  Stadtholdcrian  authority.  St. 
Evremond,  who  lived  four  years  in  Holland, 
and  who  employed  that  penetration  and  fagacity 
for  which  he  was  fo  juftly  celebrated,  to  difco- 
YCr  the  true  genius  and  charader  of  the  people, 
and,  efpecially,  to  gather  their  undifguifed 
Ibntiments  on  conflitutional  fubjedls  as  Repub- 
licans, fpeaks  of  them  as  follows  :  "  I  remem-, 
**  ber  often  to  have  told  the  great  penfionary^ 
«*  that  the  real  charader  of  the  Dutch  is  mif- 
*'  conceived.  They  have  not  much  of  that 
**  pride  which  fupports  the  dignity  of  an  indc- 
**  pendent  charader.  The  pride  they  do  pro- 
fefs,  is  more  for  their  property  than  perfons. 
They  apprehend,  that  an  avaricious  prince 
**  would  appropriate  their  wealth,  and  that  a 
*•  violent  one  might  commit  outrages  to  the 
"  injury  of  their  commerce;  but,  thofe  great 
•*  points  fccure,  they  accommodate  to  the  de- 
gree of  fway  neceffary  to  their  Stadtholder 
with  pleafure.  If  they  are  attached  to  the  re- 
publican form,  it  is  chiefly  on  account  of  its 
being  favourable  to  their  traffic ;  and  if  the 
magiftrates  value  their  independence,  as  far 
as  it  goes,  it  is  partly  for  the  «fame  reafon, 
and  partly  for  the  fatisfadipn  of  governing 
^^  thofe  who  are  dependent :    yet  the  people 

"  had 


cc 

Cf 


tt 

€t 
€€ 
€t 
CC 
CC 
CC 


'\ 


I  86  GLEA  KINGS,    &?r. 


€t 
€t 
€€ 
€€ 
« 


had  rather  acknowledge  the  authority  of  a 
prince  than  a  magiftratc ;  and  on  the  whole, 
they  are  rather  devoted  to  the  Houfe  of 
Orange,  than  to  thofc  who  in  the  name  of 
patriotifm  would  fubvert  it.  Many  revo- 
**  lutions  have  been  agitated  ;  much  blood  has 
•*  been  Ihed  *  More  political  convulfions  may 
"  te  expefted  5  but,  I  fufped:,  after  all  thefe 
^'  extraordinary  ftrokes  of  wantonnefs,  idlenefs, 

•*  zeal,  or  infatuation,  the  power  of  the  Stadt^ 

...» 

^*  holder  will  rather  be  increafed  than  dimi-^ 
«*  nlfhed/* 

Perhaps  this  learned  writer  thought,  that  the 
fovcreignty  of  the  ftates  of  each  province 
fcrved  as  a  counterpoife  to  the  fovercignty  of 
the  Stadtholder,  s^nd  the  authority  of  tht  Stadt- 
holder  un  point  de  railkmnt  for  that  multitude 
of  petty  fovereigntics,  which,  upon  account  of 
th^ir  occafional  opposition  and  difference,  re- 
quire fuch  a  conciliating  power  as  the  mediator 
and  centre  of  their  union- 
Having  mentioned  the  various  revolutions, 
which  have  been,  at  different  times,  oppofed 
to  the  authority  of  the  Stadtholder,  you  will 
cxpedl  of  m^  a  curfory  account  of  the  caufes 
that  led  to  thefe  commotions,  and  the  efFe^3 

*  St.  Evremond  faw  with  a  prophet's  eye  :   there  are  thofe 
who  agree  with  him  in  his  conclufivc  opinion,  even  at  this  crifis. 

wrought 
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wrought  thereby.  Th^  barvejl  of  thefc  fafts 
has  been  long  fince  got  in,  and  have  been  coU 
leded  from  thofe  wide  fields  of  obfervation, 
•which  rebellion,  under  the  form  of  patriotifm^ 
always  yields,  when  oppofedto  royal  or  prince- 
ly rights,  under  the  form  of  prerogative.  lihall, 
affuredly,  lay  before  you  fome  Gleanings  oii 
thefe  .eventful  fubjedts,  fimply  ftating  the  cir- 
cumftances  on  both  fides^  and  leave  the  infe- 
rences to  your  own  judgment :  but  this  mufl: 
be  the  objedl  of  a  future  letter,  when  M^e  have 
breathed  a  little  from  politics  :  otherwife,  yoi| 
may  exclaim  with  Hamlet,  *^  fomewhat  too 
much  of  this/*— For  the  prefent,  then,  I  (hall 
content  my felf  with  obferving,  in  the  words 
of  a  fenfible  traveller,  that,  whether  the  efta- 
blifhcd  government  of  this  Republic  be  capa- 
ble of  reform  or  not— whether,  according  to 
the  opinion  of  fome,  liberty  fubfifts  no  more 
here  than  in  Turkey ;  or,  according  to  others, 
that  it  is  the  heft  ordered  government  now  in  the 
world,  it  is  certain  (in  defpite  of  thofe  male- 
contents,  whpm  not  even  the  adoption  of  their 
own  fyftems  would  long  keep  from  a  reftlefs 
fpirit  of  innovation)  the  United  Provinces 
difplay  a  more  wonderful  fcene  to  a  perfon  of 
any  refledlion,  than  Rome  herfelf  in  her  facre4 
pageantry^   and  all  the  magnificence  of  her 

triumphal 


triumphal  arches>  baths^.  obeliifcs,  columns^ 
gfo^toes^  amphitheatre^  and  catacombs ;  her 
maje^ic  temples,  fplendid  altars,  and  pompous 
proceffions.  For,  if  we  cojifider  the  Roman 
and  the  Belgic  commonwealths,  we  perceive 
the  latter  making  greater  advances,  towards 
the  eflablilhment  of  ,her  opulence  and  gran*. 
deur  in  afew  yearsy  than  the  other  was  able  to 
do  in  feveral  ages.  In  Holland^  a  whole  na^ 
tion  feems  to  have  been  born  at  once»  and  a 
beautiful,  well-cultivated  region^  like  the  Cre-. 
ation  in  the  Phoenician  fyftem>  rifing  out  of 
the  bofom  of  the  deep.  The  wifeflr  nations  of 
Europe  Hand  amazed  at  the  fcene,  and  can  find 
no  parallel  (taken  for  all  in  all)  in  the  annals 
of  the  world. — An  handful  of  opprcffed^  un-» 
happy  men,  make  head  againd  four  mighty 
tyrants,  of  whom,  each  has^  fucceflively,  caufcd 
not  only  nations,  but  all  Europe  to  humble  ;  and 
after  obtaining  glorious  victories  over  them  ajf^ 
ac  length  eftablifh  their  rights  and  liberties^ 
and  tranfmit  thofe  incftimable  blefling;^  to  their 
pofterity.  One  cannot  refleift  on  their  Ihort, 
but  intcrefting,hiftory,  without  a  veneration 
for  thofe  nobles  who/oiught  in  defence  of  the 
people,  and^  be  the  in^perfedions  of  govern- 
ment what  thejy,jnay  in  other  refpeds,  that 
very  people  owe  a  very  fincere  gratitude  to  the 

Princca 
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Princes  of  Naffku  Orange,  who,  by  their  wif- 
dom  and  valour,  animated  both  the  people  and 
nobility;  and,  in  founding  a  great  Republic, 
defired,  in  return,  that  they,  and  their  defcend- 
ants,  Ihould  be  confidered  as  the  friends,  de- 
fenders, and  protestors  of  that  Republic  they 
liad  formed. 

If  it  has  been  found  neccflary  for  the  peo- 
ple to  contribute  a  certain  quota,  and  a  pretty- 
large  one,  for  thefe  bleflings,  they  are  to  con- 
fider,  likewife,  that  they  fee  the  money  fo  con- 
tributed laid  out  on  works  of  real  ufc  and 
emolument  to  themfelves.  In  Rome,  both 
old  and  new,  the  citizens  were  crufhed  under 
a  "load  of  taxations,  to  aggrandife  a  few,  and 
enable  thofe  few  to  lay  ftill  more  opprefiive  bur- 
thens on  their  fometimcs  yielding  and  fome- 
times  refilling  (boulders.  Inftead  of  circuITes, 
and  amphitheatres,  erecftcd  for  the  cruel  delight 
of  deftfoying  the  human  fpecies,  the  Dutch 
dykes,  and  fluices,  reprefent  public  works  of 
no  lefs  art  and  grandeur,  for  general  fafety 
and  prefcrvation.  Rome,  amidft  Jome  better 
examples,  exhibited  a  race,  generally  funk  in 
ferocity,  floth,  voluptuoufnefs,  and  poverty : 
Holland  of  ingenuity,  diligence,  application^ 
and  public  energy. 

Suchf 
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Such  is  the  language  and  the  fcntimcnt  df 
one  party.  The  oiher^  of  courfe,  is  its  con-, 
traft,  in  every  particular ;  but  we  will  here  take 
.  leave  of  both,  till  a  more  convenient  feafon. 
Meanwhile,  if  the  provinces  were  as  firmly 
united  in  good  fellowfhip  and  alliance  with 
one  another,  as  you  and  I,  my  dearJoved 
friend,  are,  in  kindnefs  of  aifeftiori,  their  Re- 
public would  be  the  moft  enviable  and  leaft 
interrupted  date  upon  earth.  In  this  gentle 
and  generous  commonwealth  of  fbe  mind^  where, 
in  friendftiip,  no  lefs  than  in  love, 

«*  Thought  meets  thought  ere  from  the  lips  it  part,** 

long  may  we  live !  Friends  are  placed  far  be- 
yond  the  fphere  of  thofe  jarring  atoms  which 
fo  frequently  difturb  the  political  world.  As  a 
common  calanrtity,  they  may,  no  doubt,  involve 
and.  annoy  ;  but  the  examples  they  hold  out, 
of  the  miferies  of  divifion  and  difagreement, 
will  rather  tend  to  union  than  difference. 
Adi^u. 
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TO  THE  SAME. 

Hague. 

JoY  way  of  interlude,  permit  me  to 
€ondu<3:  you  to  the  Hague /^/r,  where,  though 
feme  circumftances  of  public  tumult,  of  which 
in  their  place,  have  deducted  fomething  from 
the  ufual  agremens,  we  fhall  find,  not  a  few 
pleafant  gleanings.  You  perceive,  that  I  write 
this  letter  at  the  time  that  the  fages  of  the  Ba- 
tavian  ftate  thought  it  proper  to  impede  the 
courfe  of  pleafure,  as  well  as  of  commerce. 
The  Hague  fair  felt  this  check  mod  feverely ; 
for  their  High  Mightinefles  ifliied  an  immiti- 
gable decree  againft  the  French,  German,  and 
even  Dutch  theatres,  nay  more  againft  /es 
Grands  Jeux,  and  /es  Peiiis  JeuXy  thereby  leav- 
ing this  celebrated  Fair  only  its  carcafe,  and 
taking  away  its  fpirit  a  mere  Ikeleton  with- 
out flelh  or  feathers.  But  then,  in  lieu  of  all 
this,  though  the  burgomafters  had  ftripped 
the  body,  they  had  by  no  means  negledled  the 
foul ;  for  whofe  banquet  they  had  ordered  all 
hands,  once  a  week,  at  a  ftated  hour,  to  prayer; 
the  objed  of  which  was,  to  return  thanks  to 

the 


the  Almighty  Leader  of  Armies,  for  hiving 
enabled  tbcm,  and  their  good  allies,  to  drive  the 
French  patriots  back  to  their  own  territories,  and 
fo  ran  the  fupplication  to  hep  ibem  there.  I  was 
much  furprifed,  on  my  re-entrance  into  this 
town,  after  a  (hort  abfence,  to  find  all  the  fair- 
iblks  Ihutting  up  their  (hops  and  booths  betwixt 
three  and  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  i  but  h 
was  told,  there  was  an  order,  that  not  a  ftiver'i 
worth  of  any  thing  ftiould  be  fold,  till  after 
divine  fervice :  yet  if,  Sir,  faid  my  informer, 
(having  an  eye  to  this  world,  as  well  as  the 
next,  in  defpite  of  magiftracy)  if.  Sir,  after 
the  clock  has  ftruck  fix,  being  ohliged  to  pray 
till  then,  you  ftiould  want  any  thing  in  my 
way,  nobody  fliall  ufe  you  better,  the  moment 
I  can  get  rid  of  the  church* 

A  Ftf/r  deferted  was  a  new  objcdl ;  and  I  took 
an  almbft  folitary  furvey  of  it;  for  the  booths 
and  walks  were  nearly  emptied  into  the 
qhurches  ;  and  to  ftiew  me  that  the  magiftrates 
arc  very  much  in  earneft,  I  obferved  a  party 
of  foldiers  take  into  cuftody  a  ftiopman,  who, 
fetting  his  afledion  more  on  things  below  than 
above y  had  the  temerity  to  re-open  his  ft^ores 
fomc  moments  fooner  than  the  moment  prc- 

6  fcribed : 


fcribed :  an  offence  for  which  his  fhop  re-^ 
mained  Ihut  during  the  fair* 

It  is  worth  noting  to  you,  that  on  the  return 
of  the  good  people  from  their  devotions,  they 
worked  double  tides,  and  at  kaft  brought 
with  them  that  part  of  fcripture  which  admo- 
nifhes  cwtry  man  to  be  diligent  in  his  calling. 

And  now,  the  whole  range  of  (hops,  from 
being  in  the  folitary  ftate  I  have  dcfcribed, 
were  difplayed  with  an  aimed  incredible  rapi- 
dity :  the  play,  trim,  finefle,  and  trick  of  the 
gainful  artift,  who  deems  every  thing  which 
the  taw  cannot  lay  its  long-  hands  on,  as  fair, 
were  once  more  put  in  motion  ;  and,  as  if  they 
had  rcfolved  to  be  no  lofers  on  earth  for  what 
they  reludtantly,  I  fear,  facrificed  to  heaven, 
they  did  hot  again  ciofe  their  booths  till  after 
midnight  I 

And,  believe  me,  fuch  a  fair  as  that  of  the 
Hague,  even  in  its  maimed  ftate,  when  viewed 
by  moon-light,  accompanied  as  it  was  when 
t  faw  it  by  innumerable  ftars  above,  and  lamps 
below — (pardon  this  anti-climax)  was  a  fighc 
well  meriting  any  traveller's  obfervation/  Se- 
veral of  the  ftreets  are  near  a  mile  in  length, 
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'  aftd  the  fqtiares^  extremely  fpacious^   TKe,  fhop3 
were  placed  either  ialong  or  around  the- moil 
extenfive  of  thefe,  difcovcring,  in  a   fort  of 
.'  rivalry  erf  reach,  other,   tkt  noflg^ificenc^^ .  ;and 
the  variety  of  their  articles,.  4$  well  as  an  in^ 
credible  number  of  people,,  of  all  nations,. and 
•of  all  defcriptions,  parading  backwards .  and 
forwards — fcrenaded    by.  bands-  of   itinerant 
muficians,  of  all  nations  likewife,  and  an  appa- 
rent obKvlon  of  all   care  anddifafter;  «nd, 
.  though  amidft:  all  this,  a  thoughtful  mind  may 
now  arid  then  be  tempted  to  exclaim,  .>with 
the  ancient  philofophcr — what  an  infinite  va- 
riety of  idle  things  are  here  that  I  do  not  want ! 
one  cannot  but  be  highly  pljsafed  to  obferve 
fy  many  of  the  arts  oflife,.  wljetheroafeftil  or 
ornamental,   thus  brought  into,  one  point  of 
.view,    for    the    accommodation,    grace,   and 
amufcment  of  fociety,  refled:ing,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  the  moft   unimportant  article  has 
been  the  work  of  induftry,  (kill,  and^  talents, 
all,  or  each  of  which,  even  ivhen  employed  on 
the  moft  infignificant  toy  (an  infant's  rattle)  is 
tfetter  engaged* than  in  fquandering  the  like 
meafure  of  time  in  idle  o(!?cUpation,  or  wicked 
pleafures ;  and  I  muft  oWnltook  my  noftur- 
n^l  rounds  with'my  full   fhare  of  fatisfadion, 
happy  to  forgei   that  "  midnight  (hews"  '^re 

'  not 
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hot  amongft  the  diverfions  my  health*  ufually 
permits  me  to  partake.  •      - 

On  my  return  home,  about  one  in  the  morn- 
ings I  encountered  my  old  friend,  Mr.  Punch, 
•*  a  fellow  of  infinite  jeft,'*  if  not  of  wit,  for 
whom  I  have  always  had  a  mod  lincere  regard, 
deeming  an  hearty  laugh — ^(pardon  me,  ye  vo- 
taries of  the  nevfer-fmiling,  grace-lovihg  Lord 
of  Chefterficld)  a  real  acquifition,  and  he  who 
can  innocently  raife  it,  a  benefaEtor  to  mankind. 
It  fcehis,  the  harmlefs  buffoonety  of  this  cele- 
brated perfonage  cfcaped  the  profcription  of 
the  magiftracy,  though  I  fufpcft  it  was  upon 
promifc  of  good  behaviour,-  for,  befides,  that 
his  difcourfe  to  his  wife,  the  prieft,  and  the 
people,  was  an  inveterate  panegyric  on  the 
States  General^  and  the  Stadtholder,  and  an 
abufe  of  the  French  patriots,  fome  of  whom 
he  belaboured  furioufly,  he  had  decorated  him- 
felf,  and  the  whole  of  his  little  drama,  with 
orange-coloured  ribbons  :  he  had  an  orange  in 
his  hand,  fqueezed  the  contents  of  it  into  his 
throat,  and  knocked  down  a  figure,  reprefent- 
ing  one  of  the  National  Convention  with  the 
rind,  and  was,  in  fhort,  perhaps  the  tnoft  loyal 
fubjedt  of  the  Houfe  of  Orange  in  the  whole 
Fair. 

02  I  have 


I  have  mentioned  the  ftrolHng  muficiam* 
Thcfe  gentry  come  from  Upper  Saxony^  Bra- 
bant, Tyrole,  and  other  countries  on  the  con- 
tinent, m  bands  of  eight  or  ten  peribns  of  both 
fexes,  to  attend  the  Dutch  feirs.  They  ply 
the  ioBle  d'botes,  private  hoi^fes;  &c.  and  are 

<^  Happy  to  catch  you  juft  at  dinneiLtime  V* 

and  they  are  as  regularly  feen  at  your  n^als 
a»  the  difhes,^  or  the  waiters.  The  Hague  £^ir 
this  year  received  ftrong  reinforcements  fronv 
the  French  emigrants^  all  trades  and  profef- 
fions,  as  weU  as  nobles,  making  9x1  efcape 
from  that  unhappy  country,  and  carrying  theif 
induftry  and  ingenuity  into  others*  They  carry 
with  them,  alfo,  their  refenunents  and  pria« 
eiples,  a  curious  inftaiKe  of  which  presented 
i^felf  in  a  quarrel  which  took  place  in  the 
ftreet  between  two  of  thcfe  muiical  parties ; 

* 

the  one  German,  the  other  French :  but  they 
both  broke  »U  the  laws  of  harmony,  and  kept 
no  meafure  with  each  other,  the  words  Demo- 
crate  and  Ariftocrate,  (with  Suitable  epithets) 
bei^g  liberally  difpenfed,  till  they  were  both 
taken  into  cuftody,  to  fettle  their  difputes  be- 
fore a  nwgiftratc 

.   Many 


Many  of  thcfe  people  fing  and  play  ex- 
tremely well,  fome  with  confiderable  tafte; 
and  each  band  being  habited  in  the  dreflcs,  and 
armed  with  the  inftruments  of  iheir  country, 
throw  an  air  of  joyoufnefs  over  the  fairs  of 
Holland,  which,  with  all  their  richnefs  and  re- 
fort,  they  would  othcrwife  want. 

You  have,  doubtlcfs,  heard  of  Dutch  toyi. 
How  they  came  to  be  famous^  I  am  yet  to 
learn.  They  arc  remarkable  only  for  the 
ftrangenefs  of  their  invention,  the  clumfineft 
oif  their  execution,  and  the  general  indecency 
of  their  appearance.  Amongft  the  mofl  po- 
pular^-are  wooden  and  brazen  (pray  allow  th< 
pun)  men  and  women,  voiding  ducats,  or  \o^ 
mitiag  florins.  But  this,  whether  intended  by 
the  Dutch  wits  as  a  fatire  on  the  fuppofcd 
love  of  money  of  the  Dutch,  or  only  as  a 
whim,  is  nothing  to  the  objedls  in  the  fwne 
Jlytt^  which  are  exhibited  publicly  at  the  fairs 
of  Holland. 

To  fay  truth,  very  little  account  is  made  of 
the  perjonal  decencies^  if  I  may  ufe  the  expref* 
(ion,  either  here  or  in  other  parts  of  the  Con- 
tinent. There  is  nothing  more  common  than 
to  fee,  not  only  peafants  and  country  people, 

03  of 


jflB  CLEANING*,    6f^. 

of  ioth-{eX€8y  upon  the  road,  but  very  well 
drcfled  mert  and  women,' in  the  bed  towns,  and 
'incapitial  ftreets  of  them,  do  thofe  things  in  pub- 
.lic,  almoU  {fientatioufly,  which,  in  every  quarter 
©f  Great-BritiaKi  is  concealed  with  a  care  that 
borders  on  a  dfjlreffing  confcioufncfs  of  the  im- 
perfedlions  of  nature,  if  thofe  things,  ^v^hich 
attach  to  human  beings  can  or  ought  to  be  fo 
caUed.  :  There  is  no  occafion/.  however,   nie- 
thinks  to  Ihew  ourfelves  remarkably  proud  of 
:;hem,  as  aftuaUy  fcems  to  be  the  cafe  in  thefe 
^countries*   What  elfe  can;  make  females,  young 
gnd^Id,  cboq/ex\it  mod  obvious  places,  with- 
out any  regard  to  paffengcrs,  for  the  fcttle- 
Sment  of  .Bttle  affairs   that  are    undoubtedly 
amongft'the  things,  which,  even  in  a  religious 
fenfe  (according  to  the  maxim,  '*  cleattliiiefs 
ii«  hplinefs**)  ought  to    be  done  in  a  corner. 
•But,  through  every  part  of  the  Republic,  the 
Tcverfeof  this  is  fo  true,  ai^  fo  aomfnon^  xhskt 
the  moft  rapid  itravellcr,  in  an .  hour*^  touf  of 
any  one  town  or  village  may  obfe^-ve  it.    :It  is 
certainly   a  **  cuftom  more  honoured  in   the 
breach,  thaa  the  obfervancc  ;'*  and  \  cannot 
but  wifti  the  good  people  on  the  Continent 
would  "  reform  it  altogether  ;"  which,  neve^^- 
thelefs,  cannot  be  expe<3:ed,  while  there  do^ 
not  fecm  J:o  b,e,evcn  a  , fenfe  or  ijJca  ,of  ipde- 
•  '  '4  cency 


1 

s^ncf  attached  to  it ;  of  which  I  will  give  you 
^  memorable  iiiftancc  In  its  place.  '  The  dif- 
guft  one  feels  on  thefe  occafions  is  fomevvhat 
covered  by  other  fenfations,  when  any  thing 
highly  ridiculous  blends  with  it :  as  in  a  cir-' 
cumftancc  which  f  faw  at  an  hotel  in  one  or 
the  Urged  towns  of  the  Republic.  Two  very' 
little  apalrtrtiems  were  made  in  the  centre  of  a 
paffage  that  extended  the  length  of  the  whole 
hbufe,  and  were  placed  in  fo  neighbourly  a 
way  as  almod  to  join,  being  parted  off  only* 
by  a  flight  boarded  partition.  Being  confe- 
crated  to  different  fexes,  the  proprietor  was 
very  nice  in  his  diftintflions,  by  affixing  ovei* 
fhe  door  of  the  one,  "  Ladies  Secret  ;•'  and  the 
other,  *'  Gentlemen's  ;•*  but,  left  a  poffiblc 
miftake  fhould  /fill  happen,  he  had  caufed 
tht  figures  of  a  lady  and  gentleman  to  be 
painted  in  rather  whimfical  fituations  in  the 
centre  of  the  different  doors,  by  way  of 
afbertaining  right  of  poffeflion.  After  what  I 
have  afferted,  you  will  think  it  '*  nothing 
ftrange,'*  that  both  thefe  little  tenements 
(hbiild  be  very  often -occupied,  at  the  fame  ih- 
ftant  of  time,  by  perfons'of  diffei-ent  fcxcs,  but 
of  all  forty  of  qnality  \  and  the  chtranccs  and 
exits,  on  thefe  occasions,  arc  fb  far  froni  being 
Wade,  as  with  u^*,  hyyiealihy  that  the  performers 
n^pcfar  to   expedt    as    much  applaufc    as    an 

o  4  aclior. 


z.&or,  who  has  played  his  part  highly  to  the 
fatisfadlion  of  his  Audience. 

Left,  however,  you  {hould  call  out  for  **  an 
ounce  of  civet  to  fweeten  your  imagination,'* 
T  funnmon  your  attention  to  what  w^s,  at  the 
time  it  happened,  a  very  general  objeft  of  cu- 
riofity — no  lefs  than  a  public  difplay  of  tH» 
Prince,  Princefe,  and  family  of  Orange,  in  a 
walk  round  the  Fair^  with:the  annqal  c^remo«< 
jiies  of  that  exhibition,  and  U^  effedla* 

This  great  event  took  place  at  thp  Hague^ 
on,  or  about,  twelve  minutes  pad  three  o'clockii 
an  hour  at  which  the  puilic  have  returne4 
from  their  dinners ;  and  the  world,  by  which 
are  meant  the  few  for  whofc  pride  and  plea- 
fure  they  think  it  was  made,  have  juft  finilhed 
their  toilette.  The  truth  of  fhe  time,  when 
^his  walking  pageant  happened,  lay  precifcly 
betwixt  the  third  and  fourth  hour :  a  circum* 
ilance  about  which  I  am  particular  for  the  ufe 
pf  fome  future  hiftorian  who  may  think  fit 
(o  record  it  for  the  benefit  of  fmun  pofterity. 
Wc  have  fcen,  you  will  allow,  the  chrono^ 
logy  of  equally  important  anions  fettled  witl^ 
no  lefs  folemnity,  for  which  precious  morfela, 
jpf   biographical    apcufacy,    if  pofterity    ar? 

thanklefs. 
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thanklefs^  their  ingratitude  be  upon  their  heads* 
Authors  can  only  defcribe  illuftrious  deeds^ 
but  cannot  be  refponfible  for  their  impreflions. 
On  fuch  a  day,  then,  at  fuch  a  point  of  time, 
and  on  a  day,  which,  no  doubt,  was  ''  fent  as 
if  meant  t 'invite  the  world  abroad,"  their 
Royal  Highnel&s  the  Prince  and  Princefs  of 
Orange,  furrounded  by  their  fplendid  fuites^ 
the  lords  and  ladies  of  the  court,  and  in  their 
gala  fmiles  and  habits,  came  forth  from  their 
palace,  or  rather  pleafure-houie  in  the  wood, 
to  be  flared  at  by  the  mob. 

The  faid  mob  received  them  in  the  ufual 
manner,  crowded  about  them,  followed  their 
heels,  half  fmothered  them  with  the  dull, 
which  curiofity  always  r^ifes  on  fuch  occa- 
fions— <levoured  them  with  their  eyes,  or  fuf** 
foc^ted  thein  with  their  breath.  Rather  an 
heavy  tax,  which  little  folks  levy  on  great 
ones  1  but  which  thefe  latter  pay,  well  pleafed^^ 
for  admiration  from  the  former,  and  think  them- 
felves  gainers !  But,  in  the  inftance  before  us, 
policy,  more  than  the  love  of  fame^  was  thp 
adive  agent. 

It  had  been  lately  neccflary  to  hold  the 
f^ins  of   gpvernpien^  with   ^    ftri(^er  hand 

thaa 


tKdtt  lifUalV  On  kccouht  df  cdrtaiii^iritctnal  dilV 
llfdefS,  e6n(?ernirtg  Avfiich,  Irtialliti' due  time 
(t^p^tiite;  and  the  Orange  pirtjr,  though  hap^" 
P1I7  fixfcd  trtofe  ftrortgly  than  .before,  were 
ftft3i{blls  to  attempt  thfe-heceflarjf  rigour  which 
fiMtjeeii  ill  cettaih  cdfes  fouftd  Kieceflary,  Svith 
ttittii  after  ad's  df  condcfcenfiott.  ;"Ahd  thii 
wAs  no  bad  dpf)oftUmty.  You  (hall  hear  hoV 
f ti^if  Highrteflefg  pfrofited  *  df  if.  The  Prince 
ftii^  Princeft  made apaule-at  evefy  Ihop,  pur^ 
thsiihg,  at  each,  a-gf  eat  variety  of  articles,  fome 
df  Vvhich  they  took*  as  lifft  coming  to  hand; 
arid  others  they  feledled.     Thefe  articles  were 

•       'ill  %  ■ 

^ veil  firft  to  the  pages,  then  the  Other  fubbfdi- 
hate  officers  of  the  faite,   and  then,  for  the 

1  ■ 

want  of  more  thin  two  hands  a  piece,  to  the 
dttitf  Courtiers  without  exception,  till  every 
lofd  oi-  lady  in-  the  train  was  labouring,  in  a'li 
tjtceffive  hot  day;  with  his  or  hefltiad,  like  a 
pai*ctl  of  footmeA  lacquyirtg  a  modern  fine 
fady  i^n  ^  ihopping  day.  It  was  curious  to  fei 
"W'hat  heavy  burtherts  your  true  court-brcd  ladie^ 
•arid 'gentlemen  can  bear  in  the  fervice  of  their 
j[jHnte,ayeand  be&r  fmHihgly.-Ail  this  time  tHeit 
thapedus  were  under  their  arms ;  their  pockets 
ttuck  out  with  fairings,  like  an  afs's  panniers,  and 

•••     h  i  .■  ■  •    f.-    .-.!-^-  •      ,  *  •i.. 
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.  * Jf  hfty  ail  Cbftcdnlrtd  in  the  Revolution  whicn  has  fince  hap- 
petied-^again,  perhaps,  to  be  revived* 
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like  that  enduring  animal  they  appeared  to  be  fo 
familiar  with  flaycry,  that,  they  took  patiently 
what  nothing,  but  a  beaft  of  burthen  would 
deign  to  carry.  The.  high  blood  of  a  gene- 
rous horfe  would  have  lifted  up  his  heel,  at  the 
attempt  of  fuch  an  infult;  a  filly  foal  would 
have  fnorted  difdain,  and- the  very  forehorfe  of 
a  team  would  have  rung  his  bells  with  indig- 
nation. As  Benedidl  fays,  **  an  oak  with  buf 
one  green  leaf  on  it,  would  have  jefufed"  tofetclj 
ftud  carry  in  this  cur  or  courtier- like  manner. 

But  an  oak  is  not  the  proper  emblem  of 
th^fe  obfequious  pqrfonages.  They  rather  re- 
femble  the  ofier,  whpfe  pliability 

•'Cantutn,  and  turn  again, 
*'  And-'be  obedient" 

to  every  flavilh  purpofe.  I  do  not  knpw  J 
jevcr  felt  my  blood  more  thoroughly  chafed ; 
and  yet  the  fejnfation  was  not  w^ithout  that  fort 
of  pleafure  which  is  derived  from  a  triumphant 
ridicule — to  fee  thofe  fervants  in  office  ftepr 
ping  forward,  ofEcioufly,  as  if  zealous  to  dif- 
tinguifti  themfelves  by  (hewing  who  could  beft 
do  the  moll  abjed  work  of  it,  who,  ncverthet? 
lefs,  would  nop  carry  the  weight  of  a  penny 
loaf  half  a  mile  to  keep  a  poor  wretch  from 
ftarving,   and   would   think  a  requeft  of  the 

labourer. 
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labourer  (that  might  be  ftruck  with  a  paify) 
to  take  his  fickle,  fqrthc,  or  other  implement 
to  his  eqttage,  the  moft  daring  piece  of  af- 
fu ranee.  For  more  than  an  hour  they  took 
the  rounds  of  this  extenfive  fair  with  their  re- 
fpeftivc  loads  ;  one,  a  jar  of  fwectmeats  ;  an- 
other of  pickles ;  a  third,  a  box  of  ribbons  ; 
a  fourth,  a  box  of  perfumes ;  a  fifth,  a  piece 
of  filk;  a  fixth  of  filycrj  a  fevcnth,  a  baiket 
of  toys  I  an  eighth,  a  baflcet  of  artificial 
flowers.  I  particularly  obferved  a  maid  of 
honour  carrying  a  couple  of  wooden  muikets, 
ahd  the  Prince's  chief  grcfficr,  or  fccretary^ 
loaded  with  eifcncc^boxes.  I  am  a  friend  to  the 
proper  diftinftion  and  ranks  of  fociety,  with- 
out a  juft,  though  not  fervile,  attention  to 
which,  I  think,  indeed,  fociety  cannot  fubfift, 
or  fubfift,  as  the  world  might  be  fuppofed  to 
do  in  anarchy  before  the  Creator  put  it  into 
order  i  and  I  believe  you  know  me  to  be  the 
laft  man  who  would,  in  any  way,  wifti  to  fee 
V  Chaos  come  again!'*  but  the  frocejjion  of 
the  Dutch  courtiers  round  the  Hague,  under 
the  burthen  of  the  fairings,  now  truly  ludi- 
crous, efpecially  as  many  purchafes  were  of  a 
fize  and  bulk  to  make  half  our  London  foot- 
men throw  up  their  places,  rather  than  cdn- 
fent  to  fuch  drudgery,  even  on  the  fcore  of 

weight. 


weight.— Bttt  gentlemen  in  office  you  know 
ncver  rejign  ibeir  places,  till  they  are  turned  out 
of  them,  very  often  without  the  benefit  of  the 
warning  their  loweft  fervants  have  a  right  to 

claim, 

• 

It  would  have  diverted  you  alfo  to  obferve 
the  trembling  kind  of  deference  with  which 
the  Ihopmen  and  women  received  the  princely 
purchafers,  en  pajfant. — While  the  latter  were 
buying  away  at  one  booth,  I  could  fee  the  for- 
mer putting  themfelves  into  a  fit  attitude  to 
greet  their  HighnelTes,  at  the  fame  time  hold« 
ing  in  each  hand  what  they  conceived  to  be 
the  moft  attraAing  (and  what  they  knew  to  be 
the  moft  coflly)  articles  in  their  booths. 

Pry*lhee  tell  me,  my  friend,  you  who  have 
iooked  at,  and  into,  human  nature  with  no 
common  eye  !  Is  there  any  thing  in  our  idea» 
of  great  people,  which  makes  Utile  people,  in 
prefence  of  the  former,  feem  ilill  lefs,  even  ia 
their  invn  meajure  of  themfelves  ?  Every  man's 
eftimatc  of  his  individual  felf  is  thought 
to  be,  and  perhaps  is,  on  a  fcale  fuffici- 
cntly  large;  not  feldom  of  a  fize  difpro- 
portionate  to  his  intrinfic  dimenfions,  whether 
of  perfbn  or  of  parts.  When  aonongft  our 
a  equah 
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e^fuals  we  aflert  this;  with  nb  Iittlc^*pnde  of  pfcr* 
tenfion.  Amidft/Vj/JrirVorj  we  iilfiftbnour  aftuaf, 
or  fiippofed,  rights  with  an  high,  fomctirnes 
with  a  tyrslnnic  hand.  Even  with  our  fupe- 
fiors,  in  the  next  degree,  /.  <?.  only  a  ftep 
higher,  we  dccafionally  put  in  our  claims  of 
Equality.  It  is  only  when  {landing  in  the  pre- 
sence of  fuch  as,  decidedly,  and  out  af  the 
teach  of  our  moft  ftfainihg  anobition,  are  ac- 
knowledged to  be  above  us,  in  refpeft  of  for^ 
time,  or  of  birth,  that  (yielding  up  all  com- 
petition) we  fecm  to  ftirink  even  from  our 
iiatural  ftature  ;  and,  though  fwoln  before  into 
giants  by  the  inflating  breath  of  felf-love,  that 
deluder  leaves  us  on  the  approach  of  the  Great, 
a(nd  we  dwindle  into  dwarfs  even  in' cur  own- 
opinion  ?  Help  me,  dear  friend,  to  account 
for  this.'  Is  it  from'  a  too  powerful  fenfe  of 
the  value  of  thofe  pofTeflions,  which  are  beyond 
our  grafp  ?  or  from  the  contagion  of  etsample  ? 
or  froin  our  own  rrfodefty  ?  or,  laftly,  is  it 
4rom  a  certain  fafcination  which  we  concfeivc 
to  be  inherent  in  grcatnefs  ?  Be  the  caufds  what 
iliey  may,  the  efFedrs  arc  arfiongft  thofe* things 
\vhich  V  ^^    -  ' 

**  Scarce  the  firm  philofopher  can  fcorn  ;'* 

I 
ft 

and,  perhaps,  there  is  fcarce  any  .man,  how- 
ever 


ever'  endued-  with  a  feaf^  of  bif  owq  dig-. 
nity,  who  bas^  nqt,  at  fpnie  -  period  pr  ofbei? 
of  his.  life,  rated  the  adventitioiw  cifcumft^ces 
of  rank  or  fortune -much  too  high,  ^nd  undpr-r 
valued  hirufdf,  ipi ,  proporfipiT,  much  top  IpWt 
The  Poet,  after  creating  Princes,  Kmpfrpfs^ 
and  Kings,  and  doing  with  them  what  b? 
thinks  propei»i  depofingone;  aflaflinafing  an- 
other, and  pytting  a  paper  crown  upon  thf? 
Jiead  of  ^  third-^in  fhort,  adling  thfi  tyrsn|: 
over  them  all,  difpenfing  honours,  or  ijiflift^ 
il^g  puni(hments,  has  no  fooner  finiihed  hi? 
work,,  than  he  fingles  out  a  patron  fp  protedj: 
what,  if  it  cj^nnot  protecl  itfclf^  cai>npt  bg 
-faved,  were  all  thofe  Priqces,  Kniperors,  au4 
Kings,  to  ftart  from  the  leaves  into  lift,  ^A 
patron,  howevefji  is  found  to  Pur  poet's  wilh, 

'  '^  Befprent  with  titles,  and  hung  round  with  firings.'' 

See!  there  is  a  ftar  on  his  breaft,  and  a  ribboii 
acrofs  his  flioulder :  aweful  circumftances !  Thff 
bard  approaches;  He  trembles —•  ftamnjers  f 
he  had  made  the  :beft  fpcech  poffiblc  for  the 
occafion,  and  delivers*  it  in  the  word  manner. 
He  gives  the  manufcript,  and  wifhes  it  in  the 
fire;  then,  amidft  a  confusion  of  awkwar4 
bows,  and  more  awkward  compliments^  thi^ 
depofejr  of  kings,   and  aflaflin  of  emperors— r 

fhj5 


this  arbitrary  defpot,  who  fav«  ot  d^mns, 
like  Antony  and  Lepidus^  with  a  daft — even 
with  a  dip  of  ink'—fcds  as  fincere  a  joy  at  get- 
ting out  of  his  great  man's  great  houfe,  as  if 
he  had  efctaped  from  the  dark  hole  at  Calcutta 
into  his  garret. 

No  wonder,  therefore,  that  the  makers  of 
wooden  or  gingerbread  Kings  and  Queens 
(houid  feel  the  like  fenfations  in  their  very  oc-- 
caiional,  perfonal  intercourfe  with  the  higher 
powers  of  flelh  and  blood.  The  little  traders, 
indeed,  at  the  Hague,  who  gave  rife  to  thefe 
remarks,  feemed  to  have  forgot  they  w^re  of 
the  fame  flefh  and  Wood  ;  for,  as  the  princely 
Vifitors  flopped  at  their  booths,  the  articleU 
offered,  trembled  in  their  hands,  and  like  the 
aforefaid  author,  they  recommended  their  re-' 
fp^dlivc  goods  with  the  word  grace  in  the 
world.  A  perfumer  emptied  a  bottle  of  eon 
de  luce  on  the  fleeve  of  his  Royal  Highnefs'9 
coat,  and  a  milliner  prefented  a  cap  and  fea-i 
thers  to  one  of  the  courtiers,  inftead  of  the 
Frincefs  of  Orange.  Whether  this  latter  wai 
an  ad  of  confufion^,  or  of  waggery  in  the  miU 
liner,  as  thinking  the  faid  courtier  entitled  to 
9,fooVs  cap,  I  cannot  exadly  tcli. 


But 
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But  the  thing  that  principally  delighted  the 
.  congregated  mob  happened  at  the  booth  of  a 
-confedlioncr,  where  the  royal  progreflers  not 
only  bought,  but  adtually  ate  leveral  little  ar- 
ticles.    To  fee  a  Prince  and  Princefs  eat  was 
in  itfelf  a  feaft,    at   which   hundreds  of  the 
fpedators  had  never    banqueted  before ;  and, 
indeed,    the   anxious    curiofity  that    purfued 
every  morfel  of  cake  or  bifcuit,  as  well  as 
every  drop  of  orgeat  or  liqueur,  not  only  in 
•the  road  to  their  Highncfs's  mouths,  but  as  far 
as  could  be  down  their  throats,  each  peafant 
^t  the  fame  time,  opening  his  own  mouth,  as 
if  it  was  expeded  by  fome  preternatural  means, 
the  morfel  fo  eaten  would  make  its   fccond 
appearance,  and  find  its  way  into  their  own 
mouths. — This,  I  fay,  would  juftify  my  fup- 
pofing  that  many  deemed  it  ftrangc  fuch  great 
people,  and  fine  folks,  fhould  eat  or  drink  at 
!ali.     In  which  cafe  (and  therefore  it  is  to  be 
wiiHed,    amongft    other    modern    inventions, 
this  could  not  be  brought  about)  the  homage 
which  the  Great  receive  from  the  Little  would 
be  better  founded.   Men  and  women,  reduced 
to  the  vulgar  neceflity  of  continOing  life  by 
conftant  fupplies  of  grofs  and  common  ani- 
mal food,  are,  whether  kings  or  beggars,  no 
objeds  of  particular  veneration,  becaufe  there 
vo^  II.  P  is 


is  no  prc-eminpRpe,  »nlefs  wc.  (hould:  C^cur 
to  pay  fuperior  homage  to  fup^ripr  appetii:c ; 
on  whiclj  feore  the  beggar  wppld  often  defer vc 
the  foverpiigfUy  ;  but  if  thofe  who,  evea  in  the 
a6t  of  eating 'wd  drinking,  can  pnga^e  the  at- 
.tcption  of  fp  many  beings,  which  beings  can 
do  the  fafiie  tilings  to  the  full  as  well,  how 
much  more  wp^ld  be  the  gaze,  the  wonder, 
*nd  the  wbrihip  of  the  Jittle  world,  could  i^he 
^reat  ones  luckily;  OHitrive  to  difpenfe  with 
thofe  levelling  pilices  of  ordinary  nacure^whic^ 
^oit  away  all  reafonable  perfonal  diftind^ons 
4t  lead  amongft  men.  At  this  Fair,  for  mftaace^ 
Jiad  thefe  auguft  perfonages  aboyp  merjtiioiicfj, 
ito  have  fhewn  tl^emtelves  to  the  people,,  under 
the  elevating .  circumftanccs.  of  having .  arrived 
at  fuch  a  period  of  theirr:  lives,  without  ever 
ll^ving  tailed  any  common  ;t;/*^vjr  fuljeuanc^ 
fed,  2i$ityierCi,  by  a  fublime  cpplcioufnefs  ojf 
their  own  dignity,  and  Jqpking  with  benign 
pity  on  their  poor  eating  and  dfinkipg 
fubjcds,  how  noble  woyjd.  that  have  bee^l 
It  would  have  been  a  fubjedt,  not  ojijy  au-r 
ihorizing  the  abject  fenj^tions  with  wh}cl>  the 
i?iob  furveyed  thefe  Princes  and^Princefl^s  g( 
their  dirty  emplpymcnt  of  c-hewjng  cakesi,  and 
fwadowing  fpirits,  but  would  thr^w  thejgaziing 
i|Hiltitud(:s  4t  fuch  an  a^Tful  difijjince,  as  to 

.   make 
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make  them  afhamed  of  their  own  modes  of 
cxiftence.  A  country  bumpkin's  exclaiming 
(to  his  wife  or  friend)  Xx)ok  I  if  a  Prince  or 
Princefs,  King  or  Queen,  does  not  eat  and 
drink  I  (hould  be  confidcred  rather  as  a  d\^iU 
nation  of  that  dignity,  of  which  fo'  many  are 
ambitious ;  but,  on  aliy  of  thefe  auguft  per* 
jbnages  coming  into  public  amongft  the  infe- 
rior orders  of  mankind^  to  have  it  faid'TT-Ob|- 
fervc  thofe  are  beings  far  above  our  vulgar 
natures  ;  they  arc  fupported  by  the  excellency 
df  their  own  pre-eminent  fituations.  Your 
King-arid  Quepn  ar^fine  Things,  that  neither  eaf 
cr  drink!  Would  not  this  be  a  matter  to  pique 
one's  felf  upon,  my  friend?  But  you  remember 
the  compliment  that  the  late  Mr.  Garricif 
the  king  ttf  the  ftage,  paid  him/elf,  whep  it  wa^ 
^gge^d  that  his  appearance  at  a  benefit  play^^ 
though  only  tq  fhcw  himfelf,  and  walk  off, 
would  ftlj  the  l>Qufe.  ?*  Yes  (faid  the  aftor) 
J  know  vefy  weU  thj^t  my  good  friends,  the 
pods  .  (meaning  the  mob  of  the  galleriesj 
woulfl  fill  their  benches,  and  fet  the  theatre 
jn  a  roar,  wpfe  I  qnl^  %q  cprpe  on  iq  hf 

I  am  very  far  from  entering  into  the  fpirit 
of  that  undiftinguilhing  nonfenfe  to  whicl> 
hot-hcart?d  and  light-headed  innovsftori?  h^ve^ 
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pf   lajtc*  given :  the  abfurd  name  of  natural 
equality  I  bccaufe,  I  am  thoroughly  convinced. 
Nature  hcrfelf  (who  :is  an  all-wife  politician) 
has  difcriminatecl  in  all  things  with  admirable 
order,  and  did  never  yet  fandion  Tuch  non- 
fenfe ;  but  I  could  with  the  homage  which  f he 
lower  pay  to  the  higher  powers,  wa$  Icfs  to 
their. extrinfic,  and  more  to  their  internal  me* 
rit;  and  yet»  as  happinefs  is  faid  to  be  our 
**  being's  only  end  and  aim'' ;  and  as  I  am  cer* 
tain  the  hundreds  who  amufed  themfelves  at 
the  above  royal  cramming  fcene,  were  to  the 
full  as  happy  as   the   crammers,  the  fyftem 
had,  perhaps,  better  ftand  as  it  is,  with  refpeft 
to  the  little  people ;  only,  it  might.be  as  well, 
if  the  great  were  at  leaft  as  anxious  to  be  ad- 
mired for  a  good  head  and  a  good  heart,  as  for 
a  good  fuit  of  cloaths,  and  a  good  appetite » 
for,  after  all,  my  friend,  it  will  be  found    ^ 

**  Worth- makes  the  mah»  and  want  of  it  the  fellow, 
**  The  red  is  all  but  leather  and  prunella." 

Not  that  I  mean,  in  any  thing  I  have  faid,  to 
apply  in  particular  to  the  heads  of  the  Houfc 
of  Orange,  of  whom  I  fhall  have  to  fpeak 
not  nightly,  arid  who,  I  have  reafon  to  believe, 
are  as  little  obnoxious  to  all  clalTes  below 
them,  as  it  is  in  the  nature  of  things  to  be ;  foir 

a  ftrange 


n  ftninge  mixture  of  veneration  ^nd  enVy  will 

always  touch  thofe  who  are  con&ious  of  that 

inferiority  ;   and  this  mixed  tribute^  of  lov^"^ 

and  diflike^is  a  tax  which  the  *  Great  mull  al^" 

irays  pay  to  the  Little. 

I  was 

*  Of  the  heads  of  the  prelent  Hoofe  of  Oran^  the  follo^«w 
ing  charadiers  are  not  overcharged* 

The  Prince  poflir^esy  in  defpite  of  a  phylognomj  which 
nearly  inverts  the  rules  of  Lavater,  great  facility  of  compre^ 
henfion,  a  fingular  quicknefs  in  difceming  chara^ers,  and  a 
memory  uncommonly  retentive.  Few  of  his  predecclfors  have 
heen  fo  deeply  verfcd  in  the  hiibry  and  conftitution  of  the  Re* 
pubiic»  and  certainly  none  have  been  more  cautions  of  exceed* 
ing  the  bounds  prefcribeii  by  that  conftitution  to  the  power 
of  the  Stadthoider.  His  manners  are  affable,  and  his  difpofi* 
tion  modeft  and  analTuming. 

Perhaps,  this  lad  quality  is  a  principal  caufe  of  thofe  diftrefles 
to  which  he  has  been  expofed,  as  Duke  Lewis,  who  wifhed  to 
obtain  an  exclufive  influence  over  his  pupil,  appears  to  have 
lludiou fly  encouraged  in  him  a  diffidence  in  his  own  judge- 
Bient,  and  a  diilruft  of  all  thofe  who  furrounded  him.  Hence^ 
though  always  firm  in  his  adherence  to  the  general  line  of  con* 
dud,  which  he  thought  eifential  to  the  interefts  of  his  country, 
he  was  frequenrly  wavering  and  undetermined  in  the  choice 
of  the  means,  fo  that  his  charadler  was  for  fome  time  con- 
£dered  as  a  mixtsre  of  perfonal  courage. And  political  irrefo* 
lution.  But,  on  his  being  deprived  of  Duke  Lewis,  and 
abandoned  to  his  own  efforts,  the  energy  of  his  mind  wai 
found  to  increafe  in  proportion  tq  the  preifure  of  his  misfo.r* 
Cuaes  i  and  his  conduO  during  thofe  calamitous  times,  wiuch 
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I  wft$  to  lucJcy  as  to  beprcfent  at  the  reviSvtr 

df  the  militia^  which^  when  embodied^  alway§ 

taktis  place  od  the  ^siy  ^fteti  the  fair^  of  cou^fe 

touch,  compaily  ftays.  m  town  to  attend  this 

Tpedacle,  and  it  is  really  ircry  fplendid.    The 

.  H4iOlt  company  of  hiilitia  men  were  aflembled 

bii  the  parade^  under  my  chamber  windows ; 

lSiMtf\ftt€  rirtged  undfer  fheltei-  of  fome  of  tiie 

iineft  trees  in  the  world,  which  extend  by  val- 

Hoiis  rows  from  the  Voorhbut  to  the  wood. 

JThe  ihfen  were  dieffed  extremdy  well/  and  foi^ 

tee  fehfign^   of  loyalty  in  the  national  colour^ 

they  feemed  to  have  flfipped  all  the  branches 

df  all  the  orangeries  in  the  Republic;  every 

fdldier  having  as  large  a  bvhch  of  orange  in 

his 

immediateiy  prebeded  the  tevolution,  wduld  hot  have  difgracecj 
the  abkft  of  Ya%  prtdecefToti.  , 

The  Frincefs  tinit^  the  aecomptilhttiehtt  of  be^  fex;  iAd 
tfte  moft  amiable  ilomeftic  virtues,  with  that  dai^ri^  fpirit 
ttrhich  eh^kradlerifes  the  Hotife  of  Brandenboafg^  Daring  the 
kmg  and  illiberal  perfecuci6»  which  was  raided  againft  her 
hofbaody  although  (he  was  conftantly  obfefved  with  the  iame 
dent  maligtiity'y  her  enciiiifcs  were,  never  able  to  fix  a  ftain 
the  undeviating  ledUtode  of  her'  eondnfl :  her  fiminefg  and 
jtfBgnatioii  renilared  her  at  all  times  an  object  of  refpe6l  arid 
j/ktf,  ind  gleaily  c5ntriboted  toprepire  the  minds  of  thepto- 
j^  for  that  levolotioof,  of  wh$ch  W  fertnnate  intrepidity  bis- 
Ifbirte  the  immediate  and  oft^nfibl^  eaafe.  The  Rerolntion 
wKeh  bat  at  length  happehed  even  to  the,  at  leaft,  tempeiiraiy 
annihilation  dftheOran^-^Mnilyyalid-thieir  emigration  ii  cerw 
t»iiify4»^tableii  not  to  the  PrideeforPrincefs^  but  the  people. 


his  hat,  'as  is  worn  by  my  lady"^  fobtman  in  his 
Tbcft  livery,  by  way  of  bouquet. — ^Orange  alfo 
were  the  cockades^—orange  the  faftics— orange 
the  fwbrd-knots,^nd  orange  the  flags. 

About  ten  o'clock,  being  all  gathered  toge- 
ther,  they  marched  to  at  noble  fquare  in  the 
Mrood,  where  they  performed  their  excrcifc,  and 
their  manoeuvres,  in  a  very  refpeftable  manner! 
The  Princ  eand  Princefs  came  in  ftate  coaches  • 
bach  drawn  by  fix  cream  coloured  horfes,  and 
folibwcd  by  tMrclve  other  coaches  and  four. 
Thfeir  tents  were  truly  magnificent  both 
•withiri  and  without,  and  every  well  dreffed 
perfon,  had  a  priviledge  to  enter  and  partake 
the  collations.  The  fucceeding  day  there  was 
a  review  of  fuch  of  the  regulars,  as  were  not 
on  a<5hial  fcrvice,  and  a  repetition  of  the  hmt 
proceilions  and  pageantries. 

With  refpedl  to  the  forces  of  the  Re- 
public, we  are  told,  that  after  the  treaty  in 
1697,  the  States  kept  44,992  men  in  pay; 
formerly,  in  time  6f^  peace,  they  ufually 
employed  thirty  of  forty  men  of  war  in  coni 
voys.  At  the  beginning  of  the  laft  general  war, 
the  States  by  treaty,  furnifhed  in  the  Nether- 
lands 102,000  men,  viz.  42,000  for  garrifons^ 
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and  60,000  for  the  field.  Great  Britain  bnJf 
40,000.  By-4ubfequent  treaties  the  qudias  of 
both  powers,  .were  augmented  according  to  the 
exigencies  of  affairs:  that  of  the  States  to 
129,488  foldiers,  and  that  of  England  to 
72,197,  deducing  the  fnialler  number  froxn  the 
greater,  the  remainder  is,  57,261 ;  fo  that  the 
Dutch  ought  to  have  had  in  Flanders  57^a6i 
fighting  men,  more  than  the^Englifh..  Th? 
States  were  at  the  expcncc  of  all  the  powder 
and  ball  expended  in  the  many  lieges  laic) 
by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  during  nine 
campaigns :  an  enormous  fum !,  and  not .  eafily 
computed.  It  was  at  their  cofl:,  likewifc,  that 
the  fortifications  of  the  town,  then  taken,  were 
jrpaircd,  and  their  magazines  filled  up !  Amaz-. 
jng  effort^  for  fo  fmall  a  State!  the  whole 
^even  iVoviqces,  not  exceeding  five  or  fix  of 
our  fmalleft  Englifh  counties,  and  not  more 
than  one  or  two  of  our  moft  ♦  confiderable  ! 

In  1740,  the  States  had  36,000  nicn  on  foot, 
including  12,000  in  the  barrier  towns.  The 
f  ftimate  of  more  modern  times^  both  with  rcr 
gaird  to  th^if  a^my  and  navy^  are  more  irnme^ 

diately 

^  That  of'  York  is  bid  to  be,  iingly,  ai-lar^  as  the  ^v^ 
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diately  iii  the  view;  and,  therefore,  I   Ihall 
not  mention  it. 

It  is  remarkable,  fays  Carter,  that  almofl  the 
whole  army  of.tbe  States  are  foreigners.  The 
reafon  is  obvious,  other  countries  abound  with 
fuperfiuous  people,  Holland  wants  men.  On 
account  of  this  fcarcity,  one  would  think  it 
very  difficult  to  raife  foldiers:  the  majority  bew 
ing  employed  in  trade,  manufactures,  or  fea 
fervice ;  and  yet  the  States  are  feldom  at  a  lofs. 
A  Dutch  officer  no  fooncr  beats  up  for  recruits, 
than  numbers  flock  to  him,  for  very  good  rea- 
fon :  Firft,  the  pay  is  good,  and  exaft ;  fecond- 
ly,  their  High  MightinelTes,  pun(5hially  keep 
their  words  with  them:  the  foldier  lifts  for 
what  number  of  months,  or  years  he  pleafes ; 
at  the  expiration  of  which  term,  were  there 
ever  fo  hot  a  war,  he  has  his  difcharge  on  de- 
mand. And,  thirdly,  the  officers  are  very 
humane.  They  have  been  fo  accuftomed  to 
ufe  their  domeftic  fervants  well,  according  to  the 
laws  of  Holland,  that,  luckily,  they  cannot  get 
the  better  of  that  habit,  but  extend  it  to  the 
foldiery.  It  has  been  obferved,  and  I  have 
been  refid^nt  long  enough,  to  confirm  the 
truth  of  it,  that  in  the  United  Provinces  there 
is  a  kind  of  rational,  not  fjantic,  equalify^ 

natural. 


tiatnrrf,  inrfecd,  to- Well  ordci*^  R«pub^f<r^^ 
that  prevails  between  all  orders  ^f  th^  pcDpic^ 
who  live  in  an  humble  friendftiip,  by  no  means 
bbtrtifive,  or  ^Iplfcafertt  with  thirir  fupericrs. 
By  confe^uerkre,  there  is  bdHel-fcrvice,  and 
hnbi'eWiMingneft^-  ». 


•  '  .     .... 


-^  It.isj  however,  unjivcrfally  acfmktcd^  that  the 
grcatcft  ftrength  of  the  United  Plrayinqesi  is  in 
their  fitiiationj  a  natural  fcgiirity  fo.  potent^ 
tjiat  Aothli^  but.  treachery  anid.  diflention 
amongil  themfelvesxiould,  or  can  ever  fubduc  ii^ 
On.  the  weft  and  north  they  have  the  ocean ,:  on 
ihe  fouth  are  canals,  large  rivers^. and  arms,., of 
(he  fea,  fb  as  to  be  abfolutely  inacce^ble^  on 
the  ?aft  lies  Weftphalia,  arid  on  the  fouth  eaflp 
JuHers  and  Cleves ;  and  were  all  thefe  to  fail^ 
th£3r  can^  as  it  werc^^  convert  their ,  towns  into 
§urks^  and  their  country  into  a  world  of  waters ; 
where,  as  in  a  deluge,  their  enemies  would  be 
difmayed  or  drowned, 

*rtere  has  been, '  ytto  know,  a  recent  necef- 
fity  f6t  flying  td  the^ir  Btrnrer  refort&i  in  which^ 
RoV^^Ver,  afs  Ilfiilf  in  the  coUi*fc  '8f  our  col'- 
jr6fip6rfdcnce  fte\(r  yWi,  thd'  Rerpubiicaris  were 
by  no  means  uriammoui.  Heavert^4>c  praifed> 
tc^,  nty  friend,  afe^IviFay^  fo^  andytherefcre^^oair 
«ffe<ffibri  ffiallflandfr-AiKWv-    -       ^      - 
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TO   TH£   SAME; 

Having  drawn  you  into  the  famous 
Hague-wood j  I  cannot  condudl  you  out  of  it, 
without  paying  both  you  and  it  thejufticeof 
a  little  Gleaning.  With  all  poflible  predilec- 
tion for  the  beauties  of  my  own  country  in  ge- 
hcral,  and  for  thofe  of  St.  James  and  Hyde- 
Park  in  particular,  I  cannot,  but  give  the  im- 
mediate objeft  of  our  notice,  the  preference  to 
both.  The  Hague  is,  juftly,  allowed  to  be,  in 
point  of  fafhiort  and  agremens^  of  every  kind^ 
the  London  and  Paris  of  Holland,  and  this 
wood  is,  as  I  have  obferved,  its  Hyde  and  St. 
James's  Parki  and  its  Tuilleries  alfo,  being,  like 
thofe,  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  It  is  barely 
an  Englifli  mile  and  an  half  in  length,  and 
little  more  than  half  a  mile  broad.  Travellers, 
who  come  frefli  from  old  [England,  with  all  old 
England's  prejudices  (amongft  which  are  the 
ideas  refpedling  old  England's  oaks)  would, 
were  not  prejudice  an  incurable  malady,  be  con- 
vinced^ that  old  England  had  not  monopo* 

lifed 
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lifed  all  the  majefly,  or  beauty  of  vegetable 
nature.  The  oaks  of  Holland,  and  of  this 
identical  wood,  have  as  fovcreign  an  air, 
and  are  of  as  venerable  an  age,  and  (the 
circuit  of  ground  confidered)  flourifli  in  as 
great  abundance,  as  any  in  the  proudeft 
forefts  of  the  faid  old  England.  A  thorough 
home-bred,  untravcUcd  fon  of  our  ilTci  would 
be  apt  to  wonder  how  they  could  have  emi- 
grated from  thofe  forefts,  not  believing  it 
poflible  they  copld  be  natives  of  the  foil.  Na- 
tives, however,  they  are,  and  nature  has  been 
venerated  as  ftie  ought  to  be,  in  the  liberty  of 
«their  growth,  for,  except  in  the  grand  avenues 
that  form  the  malls,  and  a  few  other  pro- 
menades, which  are  cut  through  them,  not  a 
branch  has  been  **  curtailed  of  its  fair  pro- 
portions,** for  centuries,  except  in  cafes  of  the 
i^//»^  exigence.  Even  in  times  of  private,  or 
of  public,  rapacity,  when  the  moft  innocent 
and  lovely  parts  of  nature  are  facrificed  to  the 
moft  dreadful  art>  that  of  war,  this  wood  has 
been  fpared.  In  the  great  war  with  Spain,  for 
inftance^  Philip  II.  it  appears,  ordered,  that 
not  a  twig  ftiould  fuffer,  and  the  foldiers  who 
were  in  the  habit  of  hewing  down  all  before 
themi  refpeded  this  command.  The  common 
people^  who  have  feldom  any  high  taftc  for 
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rural  graces,  entertain  a  more  than  fupcrftitiou* 
regard  for  this  wood:  their  High  Mightinefles, 
hoSvcver,*iii  the  year  1*576,  to  fiipply  a  State 
neceflitjr,  had  fat  in  Council  upon  it,  and  pro* 
nounced    the    fentcncc  of  tieftrudlion.      The 
burghers  affemblcd,   remonftrated,    and,  un* 
derftanding    the    Republic    required    fuch   a 
facrifice,    (alledging  the  fale  of  the  timber 
would  yield  fuch  a  fum) — ^that  fum,   then  re- 
joineH  the   Citizens,  Ihall  be   mofl:  willihgly 
paid   to  ranfom  our  favourite  wood,  and  the 
money  we  raife,  may  be  appropriated  to  the 
fervifcc  of  the  ftatc.      This  was  accordingly- 
done,  and  fince  that  time,  (upwards*  of  two 
hundred  years)  there  have  not  been  a  dozen 
trees    devoted   to  the  axe: — fo  jealous,  -  in* 
deed,  are  the  Dutch  of  prefcrving  them,  that 
the  death  of  an  hare  or  partridge  in  England, 
is  not  more  revenged  by  a  country ^uftice,  (who 
happens  himfelf  to  be  a  fportfman,  on  a  poor 
fellow  who  happens  to  be  a  fportfman  tilfo)  as 
are  thofe  men  or  boys,  who  fhould  prefume  to 
do  any  injury  to  a  linglc  bough  of  this  betio. 
tiful  wood. 

Hiit  vigilance  and  attention  on  the  parr  of 
the  magiftrates,  is  very  diiinterelted,  in  pro« 
portion^  as  that  of  the  common  people,  is  {cU 

filhi 


fifh ;  for  the  Dutch  gentry  ^re,  by  no  me^ns^ 
fond  of  wood  walks>  or^  indeed^  any  walks^ 
vhile  they  can  either  ffay  at  hQmey;^or  be  car- 
|-ied  abroad ;  preferring  any  conveyance,  (even 
one  of  their  c^rt^N^oachiss]^  to  fh^t  pf  thpir  own 
legs.  All  attr^dlive  as.  this  woofl  app^ygrs  to 
be,  you  rarely  fpe,  except  on  a  Supday  wh^n 
great  folks  exhibit  therof(?lves,  as. well  as  li.t.tle 
ones,  a  dozen  perlpns  in  ihe  whole  tour  pf  jf s 
moft  public  walks;,  and  if  ypu  en^onhtfr  pn^ 
man  in  a  week's  vifit^fion  of  thcpjivatf,  path?  | 
(I  mean  one  Dutchman) — you  ftare  at  ji'iin  4^ 
a,Gurip^ty*  For  my  pwn  part^  I  c^p  6y  wi^ 
Conous^  ,  1  '  ^ 
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Ml  know  cadi  lane,  ^fl-e^eiy  ajlcy  grticn, 
'  <<  ,Dmgk»  pr  bufhy  deQ  of  tlui  fair 'wood*    • 

♦•  My  daily  w^IIjls  and  J^pcfcnt  ^i^i^htjpi^xhflpd^ 
*•  And  if  one  ftray  sfft^ndant  there  was  Iodg*cj, 
'^  Or  (hrouded  in  its  limits,  I  mu/i  fee  liim/* 

Since  (he  difafters/  or  ihflill  we  czll  i\»m 
. Jfiyflaphs  of  France,  I,  have  now  and  then 
Jffi^t  i  .  fplitary  migrant,  vit^  his  hook^ 
according  to  the  quflom  of  his  natiop^  tetd* 
ing,  or  feeming  to  rcacJ,  but,  in  general, 
ihiQ  ^^h^le  range  of  therivood,  iias  been 'left 
^*«)  »llt^rf  aadia  nfte--'  :  Ancient  author*, 
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ufual  for  the  foreign  miniflers  or  others,  to 
give  concerts  alternately  thro*  the  fummer, 
when  the  wood  was  crouded  with  the  fafhion 
of  the  town  and  country,  as' well' as  the  citi- 
zens and  peafantry.  The  mufic  was  a  mixture 
of  the  rural  and  martiark'ihds^  confifting,  prin- 
cipally, of  drums,  truinpets^apd  FrewA  horns; 
and  care  was  taken  nqt  only  to  keep  the  per- 
formers at  a  proper  diftarice,  but  oiit  of  the 
fight  of  the  company,  fiut,  though  this  adcjji- 
tipnal  charm  might  be  very  agreeable,  none  \s 
wanting  to  the  true  lover*  of  nature  in  fuch  a 
wood  as  this,  where,  fcarcie  a  mile  rernovecl. 
from  the  "  bufy  hum  of  men/* 


•  *    1  •-  «  ^   -   A 


"  Wifdom's  fcif 
**  Might  fonh  to  feek  retired  folitade, 
"  Where  vritfc  her  beft  surfs  doo^ODpIatiaiv 
**  She  phioics  her  feathers^  9od  lets  gro^r  her  wiogi^  .     r 
«*  For  mafing  meditation  moft  aftedU 
^*  Thepcnfive  fecrecy  of  dcfcrt  cell*,  ' 
**  Far  from  .the  chearful  haunts  of  joen  and  herds* 

■  •  •  ■ 

Forgive  me,  I  am  growing  peoticaL  But 
remember  it  is  the  Hague  wood  and  Miltaiv. 
who  have  led  mc  thus  fir  aftray.-— Yonder 
green  aUey.  wili  take  us  ^gain  into  the  wgirld#  . 
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'      TO  THE  SAME.   ... 

w>INCE  I  had  the'ple^rurc  to  addrcr^ 
you  laff,  it  lias  occurred  to  mc  that  inftead  of 
apologizing  for  yielding  a  little  to  th6  magic  of 
the  mufe,  I  fhould  have  claimed  your  atten- 
t!on  to  the  refult  of  my  own  obfervation,  and 
enquiry  into  the  prefent  ft^t'e  of  the  Dutch 
foefy\  which  would  be  to  you,  and  ought  to  be 
to  every  traveller,  a  juft  objedt  of  confidera- 
tion. 

It  would,  indeed,  be  an  unpardonable  omif- 
iionnot  to  apprlfe  you,  that,  as  a  ftranger,  you 
will  be  welcomed  to 

<*  A  Fcaft  of  reafoh  and  a  flow  of  foul/' 

given  by  feveral  private  gehtlcmfef|  who  meet, 

by  turns,  weekly,  at  each  other's  houffes,  in  this 

town,  todifcourfe,  in  a  friendly,  but  not  formal, 

manner  on  the  arts  and  fciences ;  and  you  will, 

no  doubt,  become  a  member  of  the  poetical 

fociety,  which  was  inftitu ted  here  fome  years 

.  t ,  fince, 
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fince,  for  the  purppfe  of  bringing  to  greatcf 
polifh  the  produdlion  of  the  Dutch  mufe.  This 
fociety  is  held  in  one  of  the  beft  apartments  of 
Prince  Maurice's  palace* 

It  is  acknowledged,    evert  by   the  Dutch 

themfclvcs,  that  the  little  handful  Cf  waterv^ 
earth,  which  belongs  to  them,  unknown  evert 
ro  the  reft  of  Europe  till  the  abdicatiort  of 
Charles  the  Fifth,  and  getting  firft  into  repu- 
tation of  a  martial  kind,  by  the  courage  of  its 
inhabitants  againft  the  ufurpations  of  Spain, 
fcemed,  for  sigcs,  undeferving  the  notice  of  the 
literary  world. 

Even  at  this  day,  when  the  torch  of  every 
Tiiufe  fccms  to  flame  over  every  other  part  of 
Europe,  the  light  which  is  emitted  from  the 
poets  of  the  Dutch  hemifphere,  is  like  that  of 
a  taper  juft  glimmering  through  the  Provinces. 
The  names  of  Hooft,  Vondel,  and  Antonides, 
are  fcarce  known  beyond  thofe  narrow  limits, 
while  every  minor  author  in  the  boafted  age  of 
Louis  XIV,  every  puny  whipfter  of  the 
rtiufe;  the  author  of  an  epigram,  or  an 
acroffic,  is  familiar  to  every  reader,  down 
even  to  thofe  petty  fogging  quarrels  amorigft 
themfelves,  that  are  a  difgrace  to  letters,  and 

VOL.  II.  Q^  «ught 


■#  « 


^  .-  , 


226  GttAVfjnGS,    i^c. 

ought  to  be  remembered  only  with  fljam^*. 
Thus  the  worft  poetry  .of  France,  has  a  more 
cxtenfive  charadlcr  than  the  bcft  of  Holland. 

.  The  caufe.of  this  is  very,  well,  and  truly  ac- 
counted fonbjc  a  writer  of  the  laft  mentioned 
country.  This  injuftice,  fays  he,  h  derived 
from  the  fame  fource,  as*  that  which  fo  long 
impeded  the  reputation  of  Dryden,»  Milton,, 
and  Shakfpeare  of  England.^  namely,  the  ge- 
neral ignorance  of  foreigners,  in  the  Dutch  and 
Britifh  languages..  The  Dutch  idiom  though 
more  rich,  and  powerful  than  the  French,  is 
not,  never  was,  and  probably  never  will  be, 
either  by  fortune  or  by  choice,  a  language  •  of 
falhion.  That  of  France^ .  pn  the  contrary, 
like  tljCjGreek  and  Latin  formerly,  is  the 
univerfal  language;  of  courts,  and  in  mofk 
countries  a  marked  objed  of  education ;  riling,, 
partly,  from  the  famous  revocation  of  the 
edidl  of  Nantes,  in  that  fwarm  of  emigrants^ 
who  were  conftrained  to  fly  from  their  native 
land  in:  16&5.  Baihefe,,  Baufobre,  B;tyle,  Le- 
Clerk,  and  very  msuiy  other  illuftrious  philo*. 
logifts,  hencc'Tbecame  known  to  the  reft  of  the 
wx)xld.  .  And  t^c  more  receat  flight  which,  this- 
ingcnioi^s  people  have  been  compelled,  to  teli** 
4^.  Jajnd  are  continuing  to  take  at  this 
X    ^  moment. 
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'Itiom^nt)  *v'UI  give  the  influence  of  their  gay 
fend  amiable  language  a  yet  wider  range.     Cer-» 
tainly,  there  is  no  one  would  attempt  to  com- 
pare with  the   literary  fatellites   that  formed 
the  Prench  glory  of  the   17th  age,   and  Jot 
poetry  in  particular,  (for  it  was  that  age  which 
added  Corneille,  Moliere,.  Boilcau,   Fontaine, 
arid    Racine,   to  the    conftellation)    the    few 
bards    who    have  illumined   the   horizon    a^ 
Holland.     Thi$  country  has  never  yet  give 
birth  to  a  poet,  who  'rofe  above  the  merits 
Keynard;  and  he  can  fcarce  be  eftupated  be* 
yond  the  laft  form  of  the  fecond/^^ 
the,..firft-  bench  of  tjie  third.      Neverthelefs^ 
Hollamd  .  has   p^^qduced    men  qf  genius   and 
learning,  who,  in  every  art  an4  fciqnce,  have 
defc^ved  well,  not.o;ily  of  »their  pw^  country,^ 
but  of  all  Europe;  yet,  if  we/ej^cept  a  very 
feMf. individuals,  fup^  as^  Lcuenhoch,  Huygens, 
Gravefzande,  Boerhaavg,  and  Vandoyeren,  ia 
phy fie ;    Voft  in  jurii^rudence,  aqd   Burman 
and  Qronovius  in  general  .literature,  there  is 
fcarce  aa  author  whofe  fame  has  reached  his 
next  neigbiours,  on  the  other  Jidt  the  water. 

Why,  afks  a,  fenfible  Dutchman,  are  our 
f^fts^  phtloibphers,  and  hiftorians,  fo  little 
popular. amongft  furrounding  nations?   Wl^ 

..   :  <iA  ar^ 
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are  "not  the  ^<^  of  their  writings,  at  leaft,  m 
well  known  as  the  worft  of  thofe  of  other 
countries,  the  very  tralh  of  whofe  preflcs  wc 
tranflatcf  ?  Surely,  it  is  a  fettled  point  with 
others  to  negleftus  ?  Were  it  not  fo,  our  Little 
Republic  would  nor  confine  its  charaftcr  to 
trade  and  commerce,  but  affert  its  rights  to 
feme  in  the  Great  Republic  of  Letters. 

The  Dutch  have  fucceedcd  chiefly  in  the 
Epic ;    of   their  power  in  which  fpecies   of 
poetry,  they  have  exhibited  three  examples, 
one  by   nntonides^   one  by  Rotzans,  and  an 
epic  poem,  called  the  Hiftory  of  Abraham, 
the     Patriarch  ;     in     Dutch,     Abraham     dc 
Aartfvader.     To  (hew  that  the  Dutch  are  nof 
deficient  in  point  of  quantity,  they  have  filled 
two  confiderable  volumes  with  the  names  and 
hiftories  of  their' authors,  amongfl:  whom  very 
fefpedlable  Tnentioh  b  made  of  the  above  epic 
poet^.     B^  way  of  fpecimen  as  to  the  quality ,  I 
wiU  prefcnt'you  with  a  ihort  account  of  the 
lives  and  writings  of  thcfe  favourite  bards. 

Antonidcs  van  der  Goes,  was  a  native  of 
i^Qaland,  born  in  the  year  1648,*  and  dfed 
in  1684.  His  geniu:^  is  chafaderifed  ^  by  its 
eafc,  boldners^ and  fire:  and  his  beft  poem  J& 

that 
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that  which  celebrates  the  river  Y,  on  which 
the  city  of  Amfterdam  is  crefted. 

This  poem  is  diyided  into  four  Cantos :  and 
the  flourifhing  Aate  of  Amfterdam,  fituated  on 
the  Y  furniflied  the  author  with  his  fubjccSt. 
It  i«  thus  conduced ;  the  firfl:  canto  is  employed 

in  celebrating  every  thing  remarkable  on  the 
banks,  or  on  the  bofom  of  the  river.  The 
defcriptive  parts  are  here  a  little  too  redund- 
ant ;  the  common  fiaiult  of  defcriptive  poetry; 
The  bridge,  called  the  Pout  iVirif/(New  Bridge) 
is  reprefented  as  the  refidence  •  of  fatne,  on 
which  {he  is  fuppofed  to  have  crcdxd  a  temple, 
dedicated  to  pleafure  and  commerce^  the  par- 
ticular objects  of  which  are  painted  with  great 
truth  and  energy.  A  part  of  the  city, '  whith 
is  called  the  New  Ifland,  gives  our  author  H 
fair  opportunity  to  celebrate  Admiral  Ruyter^ 
whofe  lioufe  ftood  in  that  quarter. 

••  At  the  name  of  that  hero,  exclaims  the 
•  poet,  the  river  fwells  under  my  view,  as 
with  pride:  I  behold  the  delighted  waves 
advance  to  the  foot  of  his  palace,  as  if  to 
bathe  and  fandtify  the  fpot  with  gratitude 
'*and  admiration,  'Twas  thus  the  Tvbcr 
^  overflowed  its  banks  to  teflify  its  joy  at  the 

0^3  ••  triumph 

*  Whofe  expreffions  I  have  tncflAfrd  /iitni/ij. 
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♦•  triumph,  iif-Odavius  CflP^Mr^;  Q,  |luy tgfl 
«thy  name  iijtnore  deftifvingjlihe  epithet  .<>f 
^*  Great,  than  that  of  Egypt's  Conqueror,  no 
•'  wonder  thcri  if  t\\c  cohKibus  Neptune  and 
«'  all  his  Vatefy  train,  ihewthep  a  more  pro- 
«  found  honntigel"  .  i  *m 

.Now,  jnfehwigh,  my  <}p»rvfiri?9d,  I  fear,thcfe 
fanie  Y,  ,watej5S  ca?cdia3  Ujjile.  for  th^  fpot 
vher«  (he admiral  w^f^^orjXi  as.for  that  where 
the  a^hpr  pufchafed  thjE;  qui^V;r)^ith  which  he 
wrpca^  the;  defer jption,  q|  ;far.  the  goofe  on 
3jrhofew.ing.it  originally  grew  ;  though .  f  am 
*?^^ '  Mprebenfi,^^  tihi^  fympa»h»fi;ig  rJYcr 

■..<■"■  .  ,  . 

'  ♦  **  Nor  »a^c  one  biibblc  left,  one  murmur  more/* 


i  . » 


jE|n;.the  oc;€jafig9,  ;we,muft  cither  allow  thcfc 
poetical  imagining f^  cy  ,  ^a|:e,^tyray  from,  the 
mufe,  altogether,  her  moft.  eflentUl  priviledge  | 
invchtion,  and  ^1  her  crcatjvyipawcfSrr  ' 

.    f<  Tl^ofeiyint^cbnds  that  beautify,  her  Ay  V'       '* 

•nd  you  aref  to  rem jfnriber  tKatr  a  man  of  genius 
^*  looks  rotiiid  on  naturp  and  ori  life,  with  the 
f  ye  which  nature  dnly  beftows  on  genius.**-^the 
pyethat  jfijftinguirfips  in  every  thing  prefented  to 

■  ■   i  •.       .    -■        .     •  ' 

♦  Th«.  Gkancr'ii  ff  fpfm  of  Sympathy." ^Pardon  tbf 
j^fS?  quotation. 
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ks  vicvr,  whatever  there  is  on  \rhich  injwgina- 
4^on-can  delight  to  be  detained.  Poets  of  all 
countries    have  claimed  them,   and  ^vhen  fa 

...  4 

many  Englifli  and  French  epics  have  made. 
their  rivers  Jpeak^  fing^  dance,  and  exhib't  x 
great  many  other  pretty  conceits,  it  will  be 
hard,  indeed,  if  the  river  Y  may  not  be 
allowed  to  pay  a  few  paifing  compliments  to 
one  of  the  heroes  who  fo  bravely  diftinguiflied 
himfelf  as  a  Son  of  the  JVaves.  It  was  this 
Admiral. Ruyter,  you  know,  who  had  fo  many 
•*  hiiir  breadth  cfcapcs,"  particularly  in  gain* 
ing  his  deflined.  port,  in  the  Sale^oads,  in 
defiance  of  ftve  Algerine  pirates,  who  lay  in 
wait  ,for,  and  purfued.  him :  the  Moors  who 
from  the  town  were  ipedlators  of  this  adtion, 
prefented  him  with  a  Barbary  horfe,  richly 
caparifoned,  on  which  he  was  invited  to  make 
a  tritimphal  entry,  fdUowed  by  the  five  pirate 
Captains  in  chains,  .  We  have  reafon  to  re- 
member this  great  naval  officer  on  our  own 
fcofe';'for  it  was  he  who,  in  conjunction  with 
Van -Tromp,' commanded  the  fleet  againft  us, 
aiid  with  fo  much  honour,  in  1653.  It  was  he 
who  took  the  famous  renegado  Amand  dc 
Dias,  whom  he  hung  at  the  yard's  arm.  In 
the  three  obftinate  engagements,  between  the 
Dutch,  Englilh,  and  French  fleets,  at  the  mouth 
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of  the  Tcxcl,  Ruytcr  conducflcd  himfclf  in  fo 
gallant  a  manner,  that  Vice  Admiral  D'Eftrces^ 
in  a  letter  to  Colbert,  faid,  "  I  Ihould  be  very- 
willing  to  purchafc  with  my  life,  the  glory' 
which  Ruyter  has  acquired  in  thcfe  defperate 
^(flions.**  '  The  patents  for  his  dukedom  were 
prcfented/ after  his  death,  to- his  family,  but 
preferring  the  title  of  Defcendants  of  a  gond 
Citizen^  they  declined  eVcry  other  honour; 
and  I  have  always  thought  it  one  of  the  few 
real  inftances,  ambngfl:  ttic  many  imputed  ones, 
of  greatnefs  of  mind  in  JLouis  XIV.  when, 
on  being  congratulated  on  the  death  of  this 
Adble  mariner^  he  exclaimed,  '*  that  he  him-* 
fclf  Ihould  be  unworthy  of  life,  were  he  not 
to  regret^  iincerely,  the  iofs  of  fuch  a  man  as 
De  Ruyter  to  his  countr>,  and  to  the  world!'* 

Thefe  things  confidered,  it  was  furely  thi 
leaft,  the  river  Y.  could  do,  to  make  the  houic 
in  which  he  had  lived  a  bow,  as  it  flowed  by-; 
and  the  man  that  cannot  perfuade  his  reafon  to 
fniile  on  this  image  at  poetical  jt{Jiice:,  defefvqi 

to  goJ^'duU  rounds  pf  a  mill  horfe^   for  the 
reft  of  his  life. 


In  the  fecond  Canto,  after  having  given  a 
fplendid  panegyric  on  navigation,  the  poet  pays 

due 
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due  attention  to  the  grand  fleet,  then  lying  in 
the  river,  and  celebrates  the  atchicvements  of 
j^articular  ihips  of  war,  at  that  moment  an^ 
choring  in  the  dream.  He  next  defcant$  on 
the  different  articles  of  the  Dutch  trade, 
brought  by  their  merchantmen  into  the  port  of 
Amfterdamj  from  all  quarters  of  the  globe. 

Book  the- third,  is  taken  up  with  an  epifodei 
the  poet  then  carries  his  readers  to  the  hot  torn 
of  the  Y.  where  we  are  invited  to  partake  of  a 
FETE  MARINE,  which  thc  grateful  river  prepares 
to  celebrate  the  marriage  of  Thetis  and  Peleuf. 
Thc  author,  arriving  at  the  bottom,  is  xon^ 
dueled  by  one  of  the  water  goddefles,  who 
gives  him  the  hiftory  of  the  mod  celebrated 
rivers  (  fee'fl  thou,  fays  the  goddefs,  fee'ft  thou 
that  noble  river,  whofe  long  treflc3  rcfemble  the 
poplar  of  Hercules  ?  That  is  Eridanus.  Thus 
was  it  called  before  thy  fatal  enterprize,  pre- 
fumptuous  Phaeton,  ere  angry  Jove  precipe 
tated  thee,  (even  in  the  fplendid  car  that  €on-» 
tained  chee)  to  the  bottom  of  the  waves ;  but» 
in  pity  to  thy  unhappy  firt  the  name  has  beeii 
changed  to  that  of  the  Po.  At  firfl-,  thou  per« 
ceiveft,  that  the  imprifoned  waters  are  hid  un* 
der  the  giant  fhoulders  of  the  Alps,  but,  foon 
regaining  their  liberty,  they  quench  the  burn** 

ing 


ing  thirft  ^of  panting  Italy^  and  rtmbUng  onh 
ward;  lofc  themfelv^s  at  length  in  the  Adriatic; 
Ljftenii^^  in  days  of  yore,  to  the  ftrainix^f  Ho*^ 
face/  they  fufpendcd  'their  courfe^.taih^r  the 
jpo«$  celebrate  hit  Lydia,  and  her^l^Hn-tive 
air^^  Qf)  .while  he^ng  of  Chlo]e;:pmifiAg<her 
niodeft)j  ^  or  addreflTodihis  Maecenls^irjAhdthen, 
favourite  of  Apollo,  divine  fon  of  Maro,  thou 
fri^/^eft  o&en  the  banks  of.tbi8Gla(nc  river. 
It  i^lls  to  greet  tIiiQ9»  and  :iyith  |)9ro^d  atten-» 
tion  liftens  to  thy  ibngv  during  vrbo£e  ehchaiit<- 
ment'ii;  cannot  flow,:  it*  even  commands  its 
wves^toiceep  the  moft  'profound  ifiknce.  Its 
ibbjcdt  Naids  hekr  thee  with  admi/atjon;  and 
iffhtn  thou  favedft  ^neas  fron^ .. falling ;  Ilion^ 
iikt  iltd  .him  to  ridi  Aufoniai. :  e^  waye  ap^ 
peared  td  do  thee,  i»Verence»  andf  dwtlt  with 
rapturic-on.thy  flrainl  ^  ■  'i  -' 

-  This  paffage, .  whJclt  cannot  but;  afipear  like 
V  praft«n*n  iJiad*V  .in  J^  .literal  tMnflfttipn,  haf 
great  ;feeauiy:  i^  t;h€!  prigijial,  as  .yeH  fpr  thf 
jflHigeryvaa  the  yerJ[i6«tion,  the  ylattcr,:f>f  jwlycii 
t8>  itmatkably  h^rfn^i^ipus  and  ^mW^A       ,1 

By  otdcr  of  Neptune^  the  Y.i$  place^ above 
its  •  f (enoia^s>  iAd  takes  rank  ai  fovereign.  Jf 
any  true  Briton  (hoold  be  difpleafed^t  cl^ia^ 

let 
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let  him.<:onfider  he  has  no  right  to  monopp* 
iize  t;he  prejudices  of  nations ;  and,  furely,  he 
(hould  not  be, offended  at  (baring  ppe  of  bis 
moft  diftinguiljied  irxiperfcdions  with  a  neigh-i^ 
bpur.     Rethinks,  h^  ought  rather  to  rejoice, 

that  fuch  prejudices  and JrapcrfecStioos  ;are  no^ 
peculiar  to  hi'nifi^lf.  Indeed,  the  Dutch  jbard 
fcems  confcious  that  this  pre-eminence  given 
to  his  own' river  go^s  will  occafion  a  fplaftiing 
ttmongfl:  thofe  of  other  countries;  for  that 
which  is  fuppofed'  to  prefide  ovf  r  the  Seine  is 
very  much  irritated  :  the  Baltic  is  by  no 
means  fatisfied,  and  th^  Thames  is  in  a  ter-» 
rible  paflioh.  Thcfe  troubled  waters  dam  their 
foam  at  each  other,  through  half  a  fcbre  pagcs^ 
each  contending  for  the  fuperiority,  which  is 
at  length  given  by  the  monarch  of  the'fea  to 
the  Y  and  the  other  rivers  are  obliged  to  give 
yp  the  point ;  though  they  do  not  give  it  up 
without  a  great  deal  of  muttering,  as  they 
fowl  back  difgraced  to  their  own  banks. 

The  laft  canto  furniftiing  fcant  matter,  and 
that  little  of  a  rather  dry  nature,  a  meagre 
fdefcription  of  the  Y  our  poet  takes  refuge 
from  this  fterility  of  his,  fubjeft,  in  his  own 
prolific  fancy.  He  introduces  a  fybil,  who 
prefents  us  w^h  a  magnificent  jpainting  of  all 

the 


the  evils  and  misfortunes  ivhich  the  Batavians 
ftifFercd  brfore  they  enjoyed  that  degree  of 
power  and  glory  which  they  n(>w  boaft.  This 
may  be  confidered  as  a  fort  of  poetical  hiftory 
of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  the  Repdblic ;  and 
pur  author  has  contrived  t6  render  it  one  of 
the  moft  intercfting  parts  of  his  work.  He 
concludes  with  an  addrefs  to  the  magillrates  Of- 
Amftcrdam,  to  whofc  wifdom  and  government 
he  attributes^  in  great  meafure^  the  wealth  and 

profperity  of  the  city. 

■  ■     .  ■  ■  t 

■  fc  «  « 

If  the  critics  fhould  refufe  thii  work  the  rank 
of  an  Kpic»  it  certainly  may  command  a  dif« 
tinguilhed  place  amohgft  the  bed  defcriptivc 
pocms^  and  were  there  no  other  fpecimen, 
ihould  redeem  Holland  from  the  ftigma  of 
never  having  given  birth  to  a  truly  poetical 
production. 

■  • .  . 

The  general  teftimony  borne  to  the  merit  of 

the  author  of  this  work  corrcfponds  with  the 

above.    He  is  coniidered  as  a  poet  of  a  rich 

and  fubtlme  genius ;  and  his  Poem  on  the  Y 

as  a  vtty  noble  performance.    After  what  this 

bard  has  fung  of  that  river,  and  our  Denham 

of  the  Thames^  thofe  celebrated  waters  need 

not  ehvy  the  Tiber  his  poets.  » 

The 


TheGre^  penfioiury  Cotti,  t«i  alfo^  illow«| 
lo  be  dcfervicig  of  the  prtifei  which  Carter  ii/ii 
kit  own  countrymen  beftow  on  hi  m.  ( -orr^tk^i , 
ttpious,  affeifliAg,  and  for  hi«  Aclkuy  m\A 
kunuMiy^  juftly  ftyled  the  Dutch  Ovid,  i  fia 
Tcrfcs  have  in  them  fometJiinK  that  Umfr(i$ 
and  attaches :  uniting  a  proround  kiKiwi4rd|(# 
of  the  human  heart,  and  the  thuUUn  of  umn^ 
vitb  a  fptaidid  fsmcy,  he  paints  with  UutUn 
fotcc,  Mid-^yxity,  lii$  diciion  h  puf4:  ai»d 
Mtuial^  his  thonghtt  delicaidy  cancel  V4ird^  i^tut 
happdr  deltrerrd^  and  his  dckfij^^,  to  <4}i«r 
dhvau^  hare  thofe  of  novelty. 

Tfak  iagcnoos  wnur  «as»  liitewifir^  a  61^ 

fetftfiKiiiirr  cif  tbe  J-Sds;  but  fac  lucfi^i*  \mH^ 
2£  tsr^'T  «2ttd  of  ]u  Jl&y  i*'ii.ie  ic  ci/^ 
^yas&c  iattmrn^  ib^«a  «Ii  y^^^juki^  \:^ 
>  nmnigr  iua  jsrvt  4^  f'l^/  -  isi  wuvm^ 

ridbiBiBtanriBarttuadie  tr^m/ini^  iir^. 


i|i  C'ltAVtttos,  tie* 

dwdl,  to  »nderta«ktf  a  d}plomatifr:ch«ta(ftcf,  tfsf 
Ambaffador  of  thfe'Staiee  to  England^  in  thoficr 
flormf  day«^  when  Grlomwelli  wi«h  a  daring 
Ilartd,  governed 'ouf- ^  hielftt. /:  -Iffic  ^'penltonsiry 
H^as  received  artiOiigft "uii  with':tfie^'diftVn<aio» 
llii  talents  cc^nmaaded^'  ai9  a  wit dndvanlan  of 
bufinefs;  but  hii  einbafly  being  honourably^ 
cbmpleated,  hi  'returned  to  his-  ilaftlv*  cburv* 
ti'y,  and  to  one  of  the  moft  feqffifter^d  parts? 
of  it,  where  he^  H^d  an  eftatej^-  on  iv^hich  he? 
lived,  and  on  which  he  died,  the' latter  event* 
happening  fome  time  in  the  year  i66o. 


» ..  f 


The  Dutch  are  extremely  proud  of  this  poet 
His  workd  teivic>berti  font  forth  in  every  pof- 
fiblic  fize  Jmd  form:  the  laft '  editioii:  appeared^ 
very  fplendidiy,-  in  two*  volumes  in^  folio/  inr 


I  I  ■   ■  ■        aV  i      • 


^  •  * 


The  Dutch  theatre  depends  Very  tnuch  ort 
tjibt  of  every,  .other  country^  particularly  the 
Engliih,  Gertnan,.  :and  French,  whofe  playa 
they  giv>eati  tranflation. with,  great  ifuctefs.  At 
Atnfterdam  1  once. fflow*. the  tranflation  of  an 
Engiifh  tragedy^  ^  German  ^nterltide,  and  ai 
Frefich£u:c£,.a6ked:oh.th€  fame  night. 


.>  •  • ' 
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The  objeSibn  brought  by  the  critics  againft 
the  dramatic,  efpecially  the  tragic  writers,  of 
Holland,  is,  that  they  are  incorred,  and  fa-fat 
from  confulting  Ariftotle,  f*em  to  delpife  both 
him  and  his  lAws.  They  have,  however;  one 
tragic  writer  of  confiderable  eminence,  ftnd 
Virhofe  pieces  are,  what  is  technically;' called 
ftock^  being  reprefented  in  their  turn  every  feav: 
ion.  He  certainly  has  a  mixture  of '  greit 
faults  and  beauties  •  His  moft  popular  drama 
is  Gilbert  of  Amftcl;  or  the  fiegc  of  Amfteri:. 
5am.  I  liiouki  give  you  but  h'ttle  pleafure,.and 
do  the  author  lefs  credit,  were  I  to  offer  you 
an  analyfis  of  this  piece,  which  is  a  ftrange 
jumble  of  good  and  bad,  Tublime  and  abford; 
fihough  it  is  performed  every  feafon,  amidft 
thunders  of  applaufc ;  which  it  owes  chiefly  ta 
the  beauty  of  the  feericry  and  pageantry  of  the 
decprations.  I  cannot  forbear  giving  you  one 
infl:ati(:e^  out  of '  many,,  of  its  aflonifhihg  ab«^ 
furdity.  The  cataftrophc  is  thus  fettled.  Gif- 
bert,  the  hero,  after  the  ftrrrender  of  Amfter-^ 
dam,  determines  to  fend  away  his  wife  and 
Children  to  avoid  the  rapacity  of  the  conque^ 
ror.  His  wife,  on  the  other  hand,  i^fc^ved 
not  to  be  outdone  in  tendernefs,  defires  to  ftay 
with  her  captive  lord,  and  Ihare  his  fate.  This 
hrlrtgs  on  bitweea  thehi  a  cdnteft'of  aiiedibh^ 

ia 
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in  which  each  maintains  a  generous  idea,  witfl 
'  the  ufual  force  of  difintereftcd  love.     In  the 
midft  of  this  ftrife  a  very  unlooked-for  vilitor 
comes   on  the  ftage,  na  Icfs  than  the  angel 
Raphael,  who  pops  down  from  heaven   in  a 
cloudy  chariot,  on  purpofc  to  put  an  end  to 
this  difpute  betwixt  man  and  wife*     He  very 
dexteroufly  makes  ufc  of  the  faid  cloudy  cha* 
riot,  to  Ik recn  them  from  their  enemies,  and 
aflifts  both  in  fairly  running  away.  Under  fuch 
a  feraphic  guard,  no  wonder  that  they  got  hfo 
out  of  the  garrifon  j  for  they  were  wrapped  up 
fnug  (together  with  their  children)  in  the  be- 
fore-mentioned   chariot,    and  fecmed    to  the 
fentinels,  fays  the  bard,  a  pafing  cloud.  Raphael 
cortduds  them  to  a  fafe  recefs  in.  the  domi- 
nions of  Prulfia,  and  in  their  way  thither  bids 
them  be  of  good  cheer,  for  that  it  is  the  ihten-* 
tion  of  fate  to   make  Ahifterdam  one  of  the 
iiobleft  cities  of  Europe,  and  that  he  can  fore- 
fee,  there  will  rife  up  to  future  times  a  Dutch 
bard,  who  (hall  make  the  misfortunes  of  Gif- 
bert  and  his  family,  the  fubyefl:  of  a  tragedy, 
which  fliall  be  performed  with  great  fuccefs  on 
the  Dutch  ftage, 

.  Did  ever  author-contrive,  in  a  more  novel 
way,  to  pay  hinafejlf,  and  his  hero,  a  compli- 

ntent  ? 


f 
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h\cnt  \  Ofj  did  our  Raphael  employ  himfelf 
in  fuch  a  comical  bufinefs  as  he  appears  to 
have  undertaken  in  this  very  comical  denoue^ 
ment  of  a  deep  tragedy  ?  One  would  think  that 
tj^c  poet  meant  to  finifh  his  tragedy  by  a  bur- 
lefque^  in  which  fpecies  of  writing  the  Dutch 
gr^tly  excel ;  their  principal  author  in  which 
llylc  is  Foquembrog,  who  is  the  Scarron  of 
Holland. 

Nor  zxt  they  without  thofc  felf-taught  bards, 
who  anfwcr  to  our  Stephen  Duck's,  Wood- 
lioufe's,  and  the  Milkmaid  of  Briftol.  Of  this 
clafs,  Hubert  Poot,  of  Delft,  the  fon  of  a  pca- 
iant,  who  flourifhed  about  a  century  ago,  is  the 
moft  diftinguifhed.  We  are  informed  that  he 
liad  no  education,  little  or  no  reading,  and  never 
fuffered  his  paflion  for  making  verfes  to  inter-> 
rupc  his  duty  as  a  day-labourer  :  notwithdand^ 
ing  which,  he  is  the  father  of  the  palloral  and 
degiacpoetry  of  his  country.  His  addrcfs  to  Ga- 
latea, and  his  Jdyk,  particiilarly  that  entitulcd 
Diana  and  Endymion,  contain  fome  very  beauti- 
ful images,  and  melodious  verflfi ration,  Poeta 
-K^JdV^r  nzn  fj^  is,  you  kno\s-,  an  o'd  remsri:, 
and  Poor's  is  a  ver}*  rtTv^rkahl^  V/.^Aizzlon 
of  ir.  You  will  find  the  beft  c\i,zion  of  h:» 
works,  in  three  volumes  Q;izr:o,  wi:h   pr*::/ 

T9I.  If.  R  vig:;t::-i^ 
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vignettes,  printed  at  Delft,  in  1734.  He  died 
in  1733,  the  year  preceding.  He  is  faid  to 
have  fold  his  watch,  and  fhoe-buckles,  and 
ring,  to  purchafe  books,  deeming  the  one  lux- 
uries, and  the  other  neceflaries*  I  have  paid 
a  vifit  to  his  cottage  and  his  grave  ;  and  after 
having  read  his  works,  felt  the  emotions  of  a 
friend  at  both. 

I  have  gleaned  thefe  literary  (ketches  as  a 
frefti  encouragement  for  the  refidentiary  tra- 
veller, to  attain  fome  knowledge  of  the  Dutch 
language;  which  will  enable  him  to  perufc 
many  good  poets,  of  a  country  which  is  too 
commonly  thought  never  to  have  produced 
chem.  I  need  not  remind  you,  that  £rafmus» 
Grotius,  and  Boerhaave,  are  to  be  numberjcd 
amongft  their  mifcellaneous  writers  ;  a  trium* 
viratc,  it  has  been  obferved,  not  to  be  excelled 
by  three  perfons  of  any  other  nation  wherefo- 
ever  the  light  of  learning  has  been  diffufed. 
Dryden  has  properly  given  to  three  countries 
an  honour  which  he  deems  fufficient  to  im^ 
niortalize  each,  you  know, 

« 

•*  Three  poets,  in  three  diftant  ages  l)om, 
.  **  Greece,  Italy,  and  England,  did  adorn  x 
**  The  firil  in  loftinels  of  thought  furpaft, 
'*  The  next  ia  nsyefty,  in  boUi  the  laft*'* 

Thefe 


Thsefe  little  provinces  )iav«  given  birth  to  three 
writers,-  who  would  have  conftituted  the  glory 
of  any  three  nations  of  the  world.  To  Eraf- 
mas  the  whole  commonwealth  of  letters  is  in^ 
defated  for  its.  re-eftabliflimcnt,  and  a  new 
mr^,  of  its  glory ;  and  Grotius  did  honour,  noc 
i>n1y  to  his  country,  but  to  human  nature;  and 
the  pride  with  which  the  Dutch  contemplate 
their  Boerhaave  may  be  gathered  from  what 
has  been  (aid  of  him  by  Johnfon :  "  A  man 
^'  formed  by  nature  for  great  dcfigns,  and 
,"  guided  by  religion,  in  the  exertion  of  bis 
'*  abilities  :  determined  to  lofe  none  of  his 
''  hours,  when  he  had  attained  one  fcience,  he 
^  anempted  another :  he  added  phyfic  to  di-* 
^  vinity  ;  chemiftry  to  the  mathematics  $  and 
<f  anatomy  to  botany.  He  recommended  trudi 
^  by  his  el^ance,  and  embelliihed  the  philo- 
*'  fopher  with  polite  literature :  yet  his  know* 
*'  ledge,  however  uncommon,  holds  in  his  cha«- 
^  nStcr  but  the  fecond  place,  for  his  virtue 
*^  was  more  uncommon  than  his  learning.  He 
^  afcribed  all  his  abilities  to  the  bounty,  and 
^  all  his  goodnefs  to  the  grace,  of  his  God. 
^  May  thofe  who  ftudy  his  writings  imitate  his 
^  life !  and  thole  who  endeavour  after  his 
^  JuQwledge,  ai^iie,  like  wife,  U)  hii  pie:/  !" 

n  2  Neither 


Neither  has.  the  Republic  wanted;  as!  Carter 
cbferves,  able  hiftorians  or  civilians.  Brandt's 
Hiftory  of  the  Reformation  of  the  Lq\v  Coun- 
tries is  a  piece  fo  much  admired,  that  one  of 
the  pcniionaries  u fed  to  fay,  the  Dutch  lan- 
guage defetved.  to  be.  learned  by  foreigners,  if 
.it  were  only  for  the  pleafuBC  of  reading  that 
•hiftorian;  and  it  is  certain  that  there  is',no 
univerfity  in  Europe  where  the  civil  law  is 
.taught  with  fo  much  dignity  as  4t  Leyden  and 
:Utrecht.  Vinnius,  and  Voet,  the  firft  upon 
£tic  Inftitutes,  and  the  latter  upon  the  Pandeds^, 
:have  been  pronounced  the  ftandards  of  that 
•Jaw.  It  is  not  without  reafon  their  law-writbfi 
■in  general,  like  thdr  pleaders,  are  accufed  oF 
>proIixity;  they  overwhelm  us  with  a  delugi 
t)f  words,  and  make  us  Idfe  fight  of  the  main 
point  by  the  multiplicity  with  which  they  en- 
tangle and  furroiind  it. 

"  But,  perhaps*,  thb  fame  imputation  will  lie 
againft  the  Dutch  divines,  the  prolixity  of 
whofe  writings  no'h\iman  patience  can  fupport. 
They  will  write  a  volume  on  an  Hebrew 
word,  and  another,  by  way  of  fupplement,  ori 
the  pronunciation  of  that  word.  I  would  itot, 
however,  urge  this  too  far  againft  a  very  re- 
fpedable  body.;  being  convinced,  no  lefs  than 

the 
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th«  author  of  the  Prcfent  State  of  the  Pro- 
vinccs,  that,  if  a  profound  knowledge  of  the 
originals  of  the  Bible,  and  other  learned  lan- 
guages, if  being  well  read  in  the  bed  com- 
mentators, and  facred  critics,  a  good  tafte  of 
ccclefiaftical  hiftory,  and  controvcrfies,  joined 
with  a  laborious  difchargc  of  the  paftonll  duty, 
be  cfteemcd  cffential  qualities  in  forming  good 
clergymen,  there  arc  few  churches  in  the  world 
better  provided  with  able  minifters  than  that 
of  Holland, 

In  ^  former  letter,  I  fpoke  of  the  neccflity, 
Je  defendendo^  of  acquiring  fome  knowledge  of  the 
Dutch  language,  and  I  noticed,  in  general  terms, 
the  flriking  refemblance  between  it  and  our 
own  tongue.  At  the  time  of  making  this  re- 
mark, I  did  not  know  it  had  been  made  be- 
fore ;  I  now  find  it  has  ;  and  fo  good  a  fpc- 
cimen  offered  to  prove  that  refemblance,  that 
I  fliall,  by  way  of  fupplement  to  what  has 
been  preyioufly  obferved,  tranfcribe  it,  as  it 
lies  ready  to  my  purpofe ;  juft  premiling,  that 
the  Britifti  nation  are  very  apt  to  cerifure  and 
deride  that  language,  without  knowing;  or  at 
kaft  confidering,  that  the  compound  themfelves 
(peak  is  little  more  than  the  Low  Dutch.  If 
WC  have  foftened  a  few  of  the  terms  by  Englifh 

R  3  refine- 


rciincttient$|  and  by  n^tiimUzing  abundance 
of  the  French  and  Latin^  the  difFerehc?  \»  not 
fo  great  as  to  make  us  lofe  Ught  of  that  upon 
which  it  is  founded^  and  which  is.  certainly  oiir 
parent  tongue.  Sir  WiUiam  Temple  .fays, 
that  part  of  the  SaxonB  who  coiiquertd .  JEngr^ 
land  came  from  Friezcland,  which  is  vciry  pro^ 
bable^  as  thlt  province  lies  nearer  to  Sdxonj^ 
than  the  other  two  maritime  powers^  Hollarid 
And  Zeeland*  Numbers  of  the  Saxons  came 
down  from  the  North  of  Germany  at  diSerent 
times  into  the  Low  Countries*  After  having 
made  fome  fettlenients,  they  paffed  oYQr  JWo 
the  fouth  part  of  Britaidy  with  a  mixttti^^  no 
doubt  of  the  natives  of  the  provinces  frorti 
whence  they,  fct  out.  They,  howevief>  ftiH  rc4 
tained  the  names  of  th^ir  ^attion  and  di^TX&i\ 
viz.  of  Saxons  and  Eng4^s»  The  firft^in  pro- 
ccfs  of  time^  had  the  g^d:  fortune  to  parcel 
the  country  out  into  fevcn  diftindl  Saxon  king-* 
domsi  and  the  lattbr,  though  no  very  cdn^ 
ilderable  part  of  their  own  couhtry,  h^d  the 
honour  to  unit«  thof&  kingdoms  into  one  un^ 
der  Egbert;,  one  of  their  defcendants,  ibouc 
the  year  8qq.,  Thus  the  reafon  is  manifeft, 
why  the: Low  Dutch,  properly  fo  called^  is 
fpoken  at  this  day  in  England,  preferably  to 
Saxon  or  the  High  Piitcfa  i  iM  thuSj^  xto,  we 

may 


may  account  for  the  gcAeral  fimilarity  betwixt 
the  Low  Dutch  and  the  Englifh,  the  latter  of 
which  has  all  the  leadi^ng  features  of  the  for- 
mer, "  more  delicately  touch'd/*  as  for  ex- 
ample : 

"Wy  hebbe  yefien  ecn  fchip  We  have  fcen  a  Ihip  upon 

op  de  zee  daer  in  warre  tien  the  fea»  in  which  were  ten 

inannen  en  feeven  Ikindred  ;  'men  and  feven  children.    It 

het  was  ouder  voile  fy],  de  was  under  full  fail ;  the  wind 

wind  was  goed  :  de  fon  fcheen  was  good :  the  fun  (hone  clear 

klaair   op   het  water.     Defe  on  the  water.     Thefemenin- 

,xnanneu  verfogte  ons  in  het  vited  us  to  comeinto  thelhip« 

fchip  te  homeuj  ende  tra^icr  and  treated  us  well* 
de  well. 

Sittende  op  het  deck,    wy  Sitting  upon  the  deck,  we 

hadde  roufye,  en  dronken  een  had  mufye,  and  drank  a  glafi 

glas  goed  wyn,  brandewyn,  of  good  wine,  brandy,  or  beer, 

ta  bier.     Wy  wilde  grtn  wa-  We  would  not  drink  water, 

terdrinken^  om  dat  wy  goed  when  we  had  fuch  good  wine, 

wyn  hadde,  &c,    Wy  aten  fa-  &c.     We  e^t  fallad,    green 

lade,   groen  kenit,    appelen,  herbs,  apples,  pears,  fiih,  fleih, 

peeren,  vis,  vices,  wittebrood  white  bread  and  butter.  AL 

en  boter.     Achter  dit  kwam  ter   all  came  the  tea,  co£fee, 

de  tee,  coflfy,  en  chocolade.  and  chocolate.    In  the  cham* 

In  de  kamer  was  een  tafel,  ber  was  a  taUe^  fire,  and  two 

vuur,  en  twe  beddens,  waar  beds,  wherein  we  flept.    Hav. 

in  wy  fliepen,     Wy  hebben  ing  thanked  the  ikipper,  fet 

de    fchippcr    bedankt.     Wy  foot  on  Englifh  land.     Eng- 

fette    voet    aan*t    Engclfche  land  is  a  great  kingdom  :  the 

land.    Engeland  is  een  groot  land  is  fruitful  in  wheat,  the 

koninkryk :  't  hnd  is  vrug-  nation  is    rich    and    flrong. 

Akttf  in  tarw,de  nttie  is  ryk  The  King  is  not  old,  and  has 
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en  dborch.     De  Kooning  die    ^^ns  and  daughters.     He  1$ 
is  niet  oud  en  heaft  foons^  en    named  George  the  Third* 
Jogtors.      Hy  is    ye  naamt 
George  de  jd. 

Men   reckcnt  agt  miliocn  Wc  reckon  eight  million 

menfchen  in  Engeland^  en  fe-  people  in  England,  and  Teven 

▼en  hondert  duyfent  in  Lon-  hundred  thoufand  in  London  ; 

den :   twee  hondert  en  vyfrig  two  hundred  and  fifty  thour 

duyfent  in  Amflcxdam  ;    en  fand  in  Amilerdam,  and  five 

vijf  hondert,  of  op  hct  mefte  hundred,  or  at  rooft  fix  hunr 

fes  bonder^  duyfent  in  Paris,  dred  thoufapd^^  in  Paris.  Lon- 

Xonden  is  de  grobtfie  plaats  don  is  the  greateft  plaqe  in 

in  de  wercld.      Is  het  niet  tlie  world.*   Is  it  not  wonder- 

wohderlijh,datdeverflandigfte  ful,»'  that    the    undcrftanding 

Engelfche  foude  niet  wel  ken-  Englifli  fhould  not  weJJ  kno\v 

nen  haar  voorvaders,  of  mo-  their   forefathers  or*  mother 

eder  taai,  et\  het  land  waar  nit  tongue,  )ind  the  land'whereout 

£y  voert  fyn  yekoomen  ?  De  they  came  ?  The  Englifh  and 

Enge}fche  en  de  Nederlanders  the  N{:ther,  or  Low  Dutcb^ 

fyn   het  felfde  vQlk   en   de  are  the  fame  folk^  and  the 

felfde  nation,  fame  pation* 

If  the  above  proof  of  affinity  be  added  to 
thofe  already  promifed  to  be  giveh  at  the  clofc 
of  our  Gleanings,  it  will  be  manifeft  that  the 
language  now  in  ufage  through  Great  Britain, 
is,  in  good  mcafure,  the  fame  as  that  fpoken 
in  Holland, 

**  Through  certain  drainers  well  refin'd  :*' 

the  latter,  certainly,  founds  harftier  and  more 
he^vy,    than   the  foym^r ;    but  every  man's 

jan^uage^ 


language,  like  his  voices  feerns  mufical  to  his 
own  car  :  befides  which,  I  can  affure  you,  the 
Dutch,  when  fpoken  by  a  pretty  woman,  or 
well-bred  man^  is  deftitiite  neither  in  harmony 
or  elegancy. 

The  above  example  is  almofl:  totally  com- 
pofed  of  kindred  words ;  and  determine  th^t 
they  are  not  only  nearly  related  by  defcent, 
but  that  they  are  of  Dutch  or  German  e/traor 
tion.  The  gre^t  author  of  jthc  EngUJh  Dic- 
tionary, indeed,  in  tracing  the  family  of  Epgyx 
li(h,words  to  their  prigin,  t^Us  us,  that  h^ 
confiders  the  German  and  the  Dutch. "not. ag 
radical,  but  parallel,  not  as  parents,  but  fillers 
of  the:  Englifh/*  Even  this  is  a  y§ry-  clpfc 
alliance,  anjd  jrierits  that  we  Ihould  treat  th^n^ 
not  as  aliens,  .bvit  as  relatives  eftablifhed  in  dif- 
ferent countries^  Adieu.— In  all  countries  pay 
piind's  beft  language  is  your*s. 
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LETTER    XL. 


TO    THE   SAME. 


«•»■•/    «« 


See  the  uncomfortable  distance  of  the 
6ittt  of  your  laft  received  letter,  and  of  my 
pbtrer  to  arifwer  it— an  interval  of  more  than 
iwenty  days !  Such  is  the  tyranny  of  winds 
und  iR^av(» :  and  fuch  the  folicitudes  of  an  ab- 
ftnt  friend. 


^  Bat,,  aecofdihg  td  the  proverb,  "ill  blows 
the  wind  which  ferirtgfc  not  good  to  fomebody/* 
In  the  prefent  cafe,  though  it  has  been  to  me 
}hfluQ>icious,  I  tttift  it  has  to  yott  been  fa- 
vourable ;  and  that  the  very  caufes  which  have 
delayed  your  letters,  have  accelerated  mine. 
You  will  then  be  fatisfied,  that  my  regard  keeps 
pace  with  your*s  in  the  frequency  of  written 
evidence. 

Yet  how  different,  at  this  moment,   U  the  ^ 
face  of  things  in  this  country  from  that  you 
have  fo  delicioufly  defcribed  !  Winter  has  for- 
got 
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'  got  his  time^  ihd  come  back  into  Holland,  a 
trefpaffdr  on  the  rights  of  fpring.  So  far  from 
feeling  or  feeing  the  blooming  approaches  of 
-the  latter,  we  are  embraced  by  the  utmoft  ri- 
gours of  the  former:  this  very  morning, 
though  otherwife  bright  and  fair,  being  one  of 
the  coldeft  I  ever  felt  in  my  whole  life.  Your 
fweet  and  captivating  landfcapes  are  inverted. 
Inftead  of  the  earth  covered  with  fnow-drops, 
it  is  covered  with  heaps  of  fnow  only;  and 
in  lieu  of  watching  the  opening  buds,  *  thirtjr 
•or  forty  Ikippers  kre  digging  in  the  canals  to 
open  the  ice;-  and  I  can  difcover,  over  mjr 
head,  only  the  white-encrufted  branches  frozen 
from  top  to  bottom.  Yet  I  cannot,  by  any 
means,  fay,  this  fort  of  fcenery  is  void  of  at- 
traftioh.  To  a  Brrtifh  traveller  it  is  intereft- 
ing  from  its  novelty ;  for  though  a  world  of 
white  does  not  feem  to  admit  of  much  variety, 
whether  viewed  in  one  country  or  in  another, 
a  deep  fall  of  fnow  and  hard  froft  is  certainly 
very  different  in  its  general  appearance  in  HoU 
land  and  Engliand.  What  it  is  in  the  lattef 
you  have  feen  and  felt ":  what  it  is  here  will  be 
more  pleafafit,  perhaps,  in  my  defcription,  than 
from  the  evidence  of  your  own  feelings, 

Rotterdam 


13  in  itfelf,  you  know,  one  of 
the  moll  conliderable  and  beautiful  towns  of 
Holland.  1:  is  watered  by  the  Rotte,  from 
M  fTcncc  it  borrows  its  name,  and  by  the  June- 
con:  of  chat  river  with  the  Meufe,  and  the 
prc^iminr  of  both  to  the  fea,  is  equally  well 
ucuacsd  for  coinmerce  and  navigation.  The 
Eagiiih  ear  is  caught  by  its  aceuftomed  founds 
itt  t^^'^Y  ftrect,  and  almoft  in  every  houfe ;  for 
ende  has  made  our  Istnguage  a  fettler  in  this 
pLiCC ;  the  Englifti  merchandife,  and  the  Eng- 
liiSt  merchant  being  a9iongft  the  ftaple  com^ 
xaodities  of  Rotterdam,'  which  has  long  been 
CQoUdered  as  the  fir  ft  objedt  of  intercourfe  that 
the  Britilh  nation  has  upon  the  Continent  of 
Europe.  The  canals,  which  run  into  the  heart 
of  the  city,  are  fo  broad  and  profound,  that 
\t&U  of  a  noble  fize  and  of  equal  burthen, 
tttttr  into  it  abreaft,  Thefc  canals  are  fur- 
jQuaded  by  the  moft  beautiful  ftreets,  each  of 
Yhich  is  adorned  by  a  row  of  very  fine  trees. 

Imagine  fuch  trees,  fuch  ftreets,  and  fuch 
OiaIs»  with  all  their  inhabitants,  combining 
to  form  a  winter  piece !  Reprefent  to  yourfelf 
^  houfes,  almoft  all  windows,  and  of  the 
cktrcft  glafs,  daily  and  almoft  hourly  waftied, 
i^kUng  to  the  fun  in  all  the  radiance  of  a 
a  frofty 


frofty  atmofphcre ;  the  canals- are  a  foKd  floor 
of  thick-ribbed  ice,  on  which  a  thoufand  pair 
of  fcates,  ufed  with  inconceivable  adroitncfs, 
are  gliding  in  as  many  directions.  The  veffels 
of  pieafure  and  buiinefs,  of  almoft  all  nations; 
particularly  our  own,  wedged  clofe  together^ 
and  anchored  at  the  very  doors  of  the  proprie- 
tors :  the  ftiips  and  barges,  indeed,  are  as  firm^ 
ly  bound  as  if  they  were  chained  to  a  world 
of  rock;  the  rigging,  mafts,  and  even  pen- 
nants, loaded  with  coagulated  fnow ;  the  trees 
candied  over  in  the  fame  manner;  but,  to- 
wards the  middle  of  the  day,  dropping  into 
fleeces  by  the  warmth  of  the  fun,  as  if  it  was 
Bcw  falling  fnow. 

Except  it  be  that  our  tour-loving  country- 
men feldom  indulge  the  emigrating  paflion  in 
winter,  I  know  not,  my  dear  friend,  how  it  has 
happened  that  we  fo  very  feldom  have  been 
prefented  with,  (in  defcription)  a  Dutch  winter- 
piece  :  fuch  as  every  one  of  their  capital 
towns  exhibit  at  this  very  inflrant.  Thefe  cold- 
weather  amufements  are  ufually  palTed  over, 
though  they  are  pidlurefque  and  interefting. 

It  has  been  juftly  remarked,  that  the  deadcft 
feafon  in  other  countries  is  the  mofl  lively  in 

Holland. 


Holhnd.  While  Ms  little  w«iy  world  is 
froft-Iockcd^  which  it  is  fometimes  for  three 
jnontbs  together^  it  is  a  kind  of  univcrfal  fail 
or  jubiice.  Booths  are  ereAed  upon  the  ice^ 
with  good  fires  ia  thei;n.  Horfes^  rough-ifaod 
to  the  element,  rua  r^cts.  Coaches  glide  over 
the  fmooth  expaofe,  like  pleafure  barges. 
Men^  women,  and  children,  are  equally  expert. 
The  peafant  fcates  to  town  with  his  panniers^ 
the  country  girl  with  her  milk  pails,  and 
many  merchants,  take  their  iongeft  joumies  du^ 
ring  the  feafon  of  the  ice.  You  n>ay  fomc^ 
times  fee  a  firing  of  twenty  or  thirty  young 
people,  of  both  fexes,:  holding  each  xnher  by 
the  handkerchief,  and  fhoot  ^'Way  almost  with 
the  rapidity  of  lightning. 

This  is  illuftratcd  at  the  preient  moment, 
as  well  upon  the  land  as  water.  Hundreds  of 
little  hand  fledges,  variouily  decorated,  and 
filled  with  children,  cavered  to  their  very  nofes 
in  rugs  and  furs,  pafs  to  and  fro,  through  the 
ftreets,  and  a  no  kfs  number  of  borfe-fledges, 
gay  and  gaudy^  drawn  by  prancing,  fleek.fided^ 
ftee^,  with  long  manes  and  tails^  guided  by 
a  gentleman,  and  containing  a  htdy,  are  flying 
alew^in  thefe  fi;oft-charioti.    Thefe:  havejno 

vitffljir,  bM  %xc  moeved  on  aa  iron  rounded 

at 
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at  the  ends>  and  thty  go  fometimes  at  the  rate 
of  fourteen  or  fifteen  miles  within  the  hour  i 
the  ftreets,  mean  while,  crouded  with  fpcc- 
tators,  gathered  together  in  a  kind  of  happjr 
compofure,  which  feems  to  fet  at  defiance  all 
the  inclemencies  of  the  feafoii.  I  muft  not 
forget  the  windows,  which  are  all  thrown  wide 
open,  and  ftuck  with  happy  and  even  healthy 
faces  from  top  to  bottom,  though  it  fhould 
fnow  into  the  apartments  ;  every  individual, 
of  whatever  rank,  entering  into  the  fpirit  of 
the  entertainment ;  and  it  is  really  curious  to 
fee,  when  there  is  a  flop  put  to  bufinef^,  hovr 
the  people  of  this,  and  fome  other  more  no£-i> 
thern  countries,  convert  the  very  rigours  of 
the  clime  into  fources  of  pleafure  and  caccir- 
cife.  A  native  of  the  more  fouthern  airs 
would  almoft  congeal  to  ice  at  the  bare  view  of 
fuch  a  fcene  as  that  before  me :  but  cuftom, 
you  knowj  my  friend, 

«*  Will  make  the  fliaty  aad  ftcel  coach  of  wv 
**  A  thrice-driv'n  bed  of  down," 

At  all  the  Imperial,  Saxon,  and  other 
northern  courts,  I  find  thefe  ice  and  fnow  di- 
verfions  are  exaftly  what'  travellers  have  de- 
fcribed,  and  of  a  very  pompous  kind.  Many 
of  their  machines  axe  conftrufted  in  the  Ibapc 

4  <^ 
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of  liohs^  fwaris,.  dalphins,  peacocks  wdf-f 
carved,  paiiited,  and  gilt.  The  northern  Faif 
fits  in  one  of  thefe,  dreficd  in  velvet,  lined 
ivith  furs,  and  decorated  with  lace  an'd  jewels, 
with  a>  velvet  cap  on  her  head,  facied  and  lined 
with  iable^:  the  horfe  is  finetjr  caparifoned, 
and  fet  off  with  feathers  and  ribbons:  bells 
hanging  about  him,  and  a  (lag's  horns  on  his 
head.  One  or  more  pages  on  horfeback,  ride 
on  each  fide^  with  torches  in  their  hands,  and  in 
this  manner,  thby  perform  the  courfe  upon  the 
frozen  fnow,  about  the  ftreets  of  Drefden  and 
Vienna,  driving  full  fpeed  after  c^ne  another  in 
the  middle  of  the  darkeft  night;  or  fometirhes 
when  the  moon  and  her  attendant  ftars  are  in 
their  fulleft  luftrc* 

As  you  know  my  general  aycrfion  tohiftories 
of  brick,  mortar,  and  fair  freeftone,  you  will 
not  expe<5t  me  to  give  you  any  fine  defcrip- 
tions  of  the  fine  buildings,  or  other  fine  places 
of  this  fine  town,  when  the  faid  fine  fights  are 
unaccompanied  by  more  interefting  particu- 
lars :  fuch,  for  inftance,  as  appertain  to  the 
fouth  church  (Zuider'Kerk.)  This  was  for- 
merly the  place  where  fl:ood  the  old  Dutch 
playhoufe:  after  the  Revolution  the  play- 
houfe  was  pullecl  down,  and  a  Scotch 
church  built  upon  the  fpot,  and  now  Dutch 

fervicc 
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fervice  is  performed ;  but  between  the  time  of 
its  being  a  theatre  and  a  place  of  worftiip,  fifty 
other  occupations  were  carried  on. 

The  froft  and  fnow  fo  lock  mq  up  on  all 
fides,  that  till  the  relenting  weather  opens  the 
roads,  I  can  neither  travel  by  land  or  by  waters 
but  my  inSquifitive  difpoiition  leads  me  amongfi: 
men  and  books,  and  wherever  either  of  thefe 
prcfent  me  with  any  thing  worthy  notice,  I 
will  not  fail  to  pick  it  up  for  your  entertain- 
ment, or  inftrudtioi^.  Take,  for  the  prefent,  a 
few  mifccllaneous  remarks  defcriptive  of  place 
and  people. 

.  The  Dutch  are,  no  doubt,  imagined  to  be 
great  feeders  on  flefh,  and  as  great  drinkers  of 
gin.  They  are  neither.  They  eat  very  fparingly 
of  animal  food,  and  fwallow  far  lefs  of  Ipirituous 
liquors  than  the  Englifh.  One  of  our  porters 
will  confume  more  Hollands  in  a  day,  than  an 
Hollander  in  a  week.  The  common  drink  of 
the  country  is  beer,  tea,  and  coffee  :  of  the  two 
latter,  they  drink  fix  or  feven  times  in  a  day ; 
a  drunken  Dutchman  is  a  rare  charader. 

All  ranks  of  people  Jhake  their  heads,   when 

they  difcourfe,  or  even  when  they  liften. — 

VOL.  11.  S  They 
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They  have  a  (hake  of  aflcnt^  a  (hake  of  objedioffi 
an  angry  fhakc,  a  friendly  ihake^  and  a  loving : 
(hake,  but  to  meet  with  a  Dutch  man  or  woman^ 
irho  does  moi  (hake  the  head^  is  what  I  have  never 

vet  obferVed*    Ili  4:he  heat  of  converiktibn ,  this 

• 

practice  is  fo  nwnarkablc,  that  in  a  public 
place,  whert  there  are  inany  fpeakers:  at  a  tiihe  r, 
in  the  cofFce-houfcs,  for  iqftance,  thse  Jheads^  trlh 
g9  togetber^  as  if  moved  on  fwivels,  and  are  as 
ludicrous  toany  traveller,  whofchcad is  firmer 
on  his  (houlders^  as  the  figures  of  a  parcel  of 
Mandarines  on  a  chimney  piece.  A  Dutch- 
man might  be  known  from  a  native  of  any 
other  country,  by  this  national,  and  almoil 
univerfal  (hake.  I  mentioned  this  to  fomc  of 
the  people,  who  muft  have  fhaken  themfelves 
out  of  all  confcioufncfs  j  for  of  eleven  whom 
I  addreffcd,  nine  aflured  me,  while  they  fhook 
their  heads  at  nte  moft  violently,  the  remark 
was  not  juft;  and  the  other  two,  fhakingly, 
faid,  why  we  fliakc  our  heads  thus,  heaven 
only  knows. 

The  Dutch  women,  in  general,  deferve  not 
the  cenfure  which  other  nations  have  pad  on 
their  legs.  \t  is  the  cuftom  of  the  country, 
amongfl  all  fuch  as  adhere  to  the  habits  of  it, 
to  difplay  the  leg  more  than  rtidway.  The 
female  peafant  (hews  it  nearly  to  the  garter : 

and 
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ih(J  though  not  often  very  delicately,  the  legs 
ire  for  the  moft  part  far  from  clun3fily  made; 
They  all  wear  flippers,  even  in  wintetj  andarc; 
moreover,  perpetually  dabbling  iti  water;  yet 
are  remarkable  for  being  feen  with  a  clean 
pair  of  ftbckingSi  which  are  almoft  univerfally 

bf  blui  ot  grey  worfted^  In  <:6mparifon  of 
their  general  fofin,  their  legs  ai*e  eVen  llehdeip. 
Th^ir  limbs  are  coarfeand  heavy,  ahj3  rendered 
yet  rrtore  fo  by  their  drefs ;  efpecially  about  the 
hips,' which  they  fwell  out  With  more'  than 
feveriifdld  petticoats^  to  ah  even  abfurd  ciri 
cumference.  T*hfey  fometitnes  cover  then^^ 
felves  lip  with  huge  black  cloth  cloaks^  and  yet 
you  will  fee  them  in  the  moft  rigorbiis  feafop* 
of  the  year,  going  about  without  either  hats  or 
bonnets.  'Vat  pracftic^  of  fticking  on  a  black 
patch,  about  the  fize  of  half^  fometimes  a  whole 
crown-piece,  on  each  of  their  temples,  is  al- 
moft univerfal  amongft  the  middle  and  lower 
orders  of  the  women.  The  women  themfelvcs 
tell  you,  thi§  is  as  1  charm  for  the  headachy 
the  men  infift^  it  is  defigned  as  a  charm  of  ano-^ 
ther  kind,  and  as  much  a  mark  of  felf  admira^ 
tion  and  coquetry,  as  the  little  patches,  whicl^ 
were  formerly  worn  by  the  fair  enchnntreflbs  of 
bur  own  country. 

%%  I  think 
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Tthirfk  Fhave  already  fent  you  word  that 
the  birfineffcs,  which  centre  in  one  man's 
hands  in:  England,  riz.  hairdrefling  and  Shar- 
ing, arfr  in  Holiahd  fplit: ;  into  two  tra^^s  a« 
diftlndtasr  hulbandry  and  ibipbuilding^  your 
chinbehqp  comrhitted  tb^ja'fwprn  ftrgpon,  and 
yourhie^dtoairiffeur.  Ibeg.'d  to  know  the  reafon 
ofdhis?  The  fame  reafon>  Sir^-faid  zpro/ejhrqt 
the  razor,'  that  induces  arinnui  to  refign  his  broken 
kg  or  thigh  t&  oiie  of.W,  rather  than  to  a  fellow 
Kho  knoDWS  no  more  of  a. human  machine thaii 
hiirjxmxitfr  pufF:  it  is.  not  tbooght  fafe  ;i9  this 
country^to  truft  a  j[han*tf  rnakcd  throat  w^ith  any 
perfon  luiffciJIcd  in  an^opiyy  How  the  devi}. 
Sir,  ihould:  fiich  blockheads  and  bunglers^ 
know  how^ta  mranage  analFjUr  of  fuch  delicacy  ? 
WhSether  the  indignation  of  my  medical  lhaver> 
Haight  give  an  inienfpcrb'nce  to  th«  flouarilhfcs  of 
iin  mzorjfaa'if  to  cut  Up  tjie  pretcnfions  of  the 
faid  ^*  bungling  blockheads/M  cannot  lay,  but, 

ift  thfe  Vfery  ttOi  of  cenfuring  iheir  awkwajp^npfs> 
h6  cut  me  Irioft  fcientificaliy:;f  aixi  on, my  bh^ 
f^Tvirig  -this,  he  exclaimed  nothihgt  hut  a 
pfmpfey  &k,knd=the  more' it  blebcls  tjle  btt-tef; 
It  was  a'ft$l$d'  ^ice  of  my  flefh,  and;n<*  il^Qffsf* 

tin«e ^fbr^Ul  that ;  but  I  Iclit  pafs. , 

# 

The  poor  little  domeftie  birds,  (fparrows, 
)robinsV  &;c.)  how  this  hard  weather  has  fubdued 

their 
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their  ufual  independence!   How  they-  thraw 

'  *  •  *  ...  ,  , 

Cli^mfelvcs  on  us  for  protcdion !  I  haVi^  already 
more  than  twenty  of  thefc  winged  penfionens, 
who  fecm  to  have  no  refource  but  what  tbcy 
jreccive  from  the  crumbs  that  fall  from  my 
table.  At  this  moment  they  are  feated  on  ,a 
board  on  theoutfide  of  my  chamber  .windo^^^ 
on  opening  ^  which,  feveral  of  them  have 
:.3i(9tually  come  in,  hopped  about  my  rpom, 
Wtfirmed  themfelves  af  ;my  iir|t  apd  thus  re^ 
f^i)osd^  ^g^in  taj^.wiggiand  b^aye  the  element. 
.^trd$>  ^e,  at  aiLtin^s^  m^retamis  here  than  J 
hiive  feen  the^n  elfewb^re^  bat- ia^he  fevere 
^jajttiof  thp  ye^r,Jp  abftaiutely  thrpiw  4:hemfelves 
, W-thp,'?^^^ «^jtM9Rr  ^Qunty,  t;h^t ;a,  man's  Cjharitjy 
imftfti  y^  |5e?rx^r jjefly, ;  *'  pals  -by .  on  .the  other 
.fide,?  not ptQjTef, 7 ^liid  ffoeing  bp  muft:ihave  ^u 
.bei£|rit;  ^ye?  cold^r.than  fhe.jice;  not  to  accon^ 
viTiQdjlje.  _^heir  >,|itt»te..  w,i<hes.  =  .^Wibat  .plc(ifui>e 
jjieye-^is  in,  gentle  pffices,->^hether  adn^jniftere^ 
^^bi^d,  b^^ft,  or^anl:  Hp>y  it  ,r,efrefties  one 
ija  Wftrtp ;  -bow  it  ammatqs  one  •  in  rigoijrous 
vwcather!    A    red  bread   is    trotting    oyer  my 

jfcarpet  as  I  write;  a. poor  froft-nipped  jqhaffinch 
js  neiliiing  alixioft  in  the  afhes  of  my  ^buzaglio-; 
^nd  9  ipanrpw  ,who  had,  after  warming  himr 
felf,  dcended  .my  .table^  is  wiiihin  the  lengnh  of 
|iis  beaic "pfcthe  ^pajpcr,  oa:which  1  am  writing. 
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I  np<i  snd  ^^^^  him,  as  he  flopes  his  curioua 
head  to  the  writing,  'tis  all  about  himfclf 
and  his  aflbciates,  and  the  little  fellow,  with 
the  pleafant  pcrtnefs,  which  charafterifes; 
the  Iparrow  tribe,  looks  faucify  into  my  face, 
inrith  his  head  afide,  as  much  as  to  fay,  a  very 
^ood  fubjedkl  glean  a#iiy,  friend. 

But  though  he,  you,an(l  I,  may  think fo,  fome 
cnticks  may  be  of>a  diflTeFeht -opinion.    ^*  An 
author  and  his  reader  iib  not  always  of  a  mind,'' 
fays  Johnfon;      Cold  as  the  fnow,  and  biting 
as  the  froff,  the  literary  caviller,  al/o,  may-  afli, 
whether  •' two '  fparrowa  are  not  fold  for  a 
farthing  P'*^  and,  by  way  of  inference,  demand, 
wha:t  can  that  leaf  be  ^  worth  that  is  wafted  in 
defcribing,  or  fupplying  their  wants  ?  The  lite* 
Tary  caviller  (hall  not  be  honoured  with  a  reply : 
but  (hould  the  true  critic,  arid  fuch,  I  gratefully 
own,  I  have  found  fome  of  the-public  Reviewl- . 
crs,  whofe  Cerifurei-  blended  as  they  have  been 
with  praife,  on   niy  early  or  later  •  writings^ 
have  fince  put  me  upon  thinking,  how  I  might 
more  deferve  the  one,  and  lefs  merit  the  other; 
arid^  you  kiiow,  that  two  of  the  de&refl:  friend- 
fhips  of  my  life,  and  which,  I  truft,    will  be 
my  pride,  arid  bodft  even  unto  death,  arofe,  not 
from  the  encouraging  fmiles,   though    thoie 
Wf^re  genefous  and  fwee(,  but  from  the  mora 


falutary  frowns,  with  which  they  marked  fomc 
of  the  errours  of  a  juvenile  pen:  fhould, 
therefore,  I  repeat^  fuch  critics-  here  put  the 

**  frontlet  on,"   I  fhould no — in   this  in-^ 

ftance,  at  ieaft,  I  fepi  aflured  of  the  uncon- 
traded  brow ;  for  they  will  confider,  that  if,  in 
the  eye.  of  Omnipotence^ "  oncof  thcfe  fparrows 
Ihall  not  fell  to.the  ground;"  but  foV  divine 
miniftry  muft  deal  the  blow,  theii?;  lives,  their 
comforts,  their  diftrefles  muft  be  of  fome  ac- 
count in  the  eye  oibtfmanity  i  ^nH  hc  xh^t  faves 
them  from  ^falling,  ,  fhall,  at  Jeaft,  difarm 
criticifm,  if  he .  has  ho  claim  ta  praift,  An^ 
after  »ll  our  magnificence, 

•<  Thefc  little  things  are  great'  to  little  men." 

And  if  they  were  not,  the  time,  and  paper,  and 
room,  in  my  book,  they  have  here  employed,  fhall 
be  nothing  loft,  even  to  the  reader  who  values 
6nly  quantity ;  for  that  fuch  reader  may  be  no 
lofer,  I  promife  him  a  long  letter  gratis^  von 
great  fubjedls,  the  very  fi/ft  tin;ie  they  fall  in 
my  way;  whether  great  mei^  .great  houfes, 
great  tpwi\s,  or  whatev^-  elfc  conttitut<!s  a 
magnificent  reader's  idea  of  worldly  great-r 
peft.    • 


%  4  ^ETTEH 
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LETTER    XtJ, 


TO  .THE    Si^ME. 


■    .    •         .  -  • 


what  has  'be^  laid  in  riie^  laft 
letter,  yoii  will  conclude  that  the  spirit  o£ 
pleafure  is  by  nd  xMans  W  maAivci  one  in  this 
countiy :  the  fpirit  of  li^olpitality  is>  oa  the 

•  •  •  •  •  .        c 

ilightcft  recommendation^  no  left  vigorous,  or 
lively ;  although.  An  both  cafes,  ^lafl:  mother 
parts  o£  ihe  Contihcnthavc' a  more  popular 
charader  for  courtefy^  and  urbanttty  ^Ibut,  k 
Ihould  te  confidej:ed,  that  fuch  char^6lcr  is 
generally  given  ly  themfelves  ^themfelves,  or 
hy  fuch  .confederating  nations,  as  .erckft^  thfefr 
own  good  name,  on  the  ruins  of  their  left  im* 

pofing  neighbours.    Ah  Ehglifti  ftrangfef  who 

■'    •«.   ..  'i-  •^'•..  » 

vifitsHollknd,  froni  either  curi6fity,6f'nii^of- 
tune,  will  find,  even  int^c -mt his  ^^  of  ^ih 
refidence,  as  much  court^  iahd  cdmpaffiolii  as 
he-could  me£t  with  in  ally*  Other  part '-of  the 
earth :  in*  ref^eft^  of  the  &ff  rtier;  a  ^  iirigle  lettbr 
of  introdiA9;ipn, '  to  any  >efpe(£table  indivi- 
dual, will  be  a  paflport  to  the  bed  families  in 
that  individual's  line  of  connexion;  and  in 

regard 
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regard  to  the    latter,  diftrefs,    in    whatever 

,fhapc,  or.  however  brought  about,  is  j^oyt  Icfs 

,ye.nerat;!cd  flr  r^Ueved  by  the  Hollander  thaa 

the  Engliihjnan.     I  was  a  witnefs  to   many 

.  iUuftrapive  iDftanc^3.     Take  one, — A  French 

gentleman,  from  being  difappointed  of  all  re- 

piittanccs  was   C^fter  ^ifpofing  of  his  necef- 

faries,  for  current  expences). unable  to. pay  his 

account  at  his  hotel,    and  fo   reduced   as  to 

throw  himfelf  on  the  generofity  of  his'  hoft; 

• 

who  not  only  requefted  him  to  feel  at  his  eafe^ 
as  to  thepaft,  Ijut  at  I^is.hon)eas  to  t^ve  future, 
'  continuing  to  lodge  and  board  at  the  hotel,  as 
many  w^eks  pr  inonths^  s^  might  fuit  his  con- 
ycfiience:  in  addition  to  which  liberality,  the 
landlord  begged  he  might  fupply  him  with 
jpocket  money,  whi^e  he  iUid  with  him,  and 
Vith  fi)ch  a  fym,  as  might  anfwer  his  purpofes 
"y^h^n  he  departed.  All  this  was  done  on  no 
po{^ble  idea  of  intereft ;  for  the  gentleman  thus 
juadly  treated,  thought  he  could  not  deal  1:00 

• 

candidly  in  return ;  therefore,  laid  before  his 
|w)ft,  previoufly  to  farther  fervices,.  a  true  ftate 
.pf  his  affairs,  which  exhibited  the  near  profped 
jp^thcrpfdefpair  than  hope.  Since  which  diC 
^oycry  the  .bounty  of  the  landlord,  did  not 
j^t;er  its  afped^  but  rather  wore  a  more  be* 
jpi^nap^t  fmib/ accompanied  by  deportment^ 

that 
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that  mingled  reverence  with  kindnrfs.  And 
believe  me,  this  fpirit  of  philanthropy  is  not 
confined  to  inftances  like  thdfe,  feledled  with 
difficulty,  or  by  the  accuracy  oi  diligent  Qltzn^ 
ing,  but  is  really,  and  truly,  the  liberal  and 
genial  growth  of  this  countiy,  in  as  fair  an 
abundance  as  that  of  any  other,  of  whom  we 
fpeak  more  vauntingly. 

The  fpirit  of  trade  keeps  pace  then,  bat 
docs  not  ouijirip  that  of  courtefy.  It  is  incon- 
ceivable, to  thofc  who  have  not  been  eye  wit- 
neflcs,  with  what  unabated  energy  men  of 
faufinefs  travcrfc  this  and  other  commercial 
parts  of  Europe.  Our  Englifli  riders,  as  thejr 
arc  called  who  travel  over  Great  Britain,  feem 
inert  and  dead,  in  (fomparifon  of  thofe  who 
crofs  the  water  as  fadors  and  agents.  The 
unwearied  affiduity,  with  which  they  attefnd  to 
oil  the  myfteries  of  trade,  the  ardour  ^vith 
which  they  cultivate  correfpondence,  and  en- 
large the  connexion  of  their  refpeftive  houfes, 
the  cxadnefs  and  difpsltch,  with  which  they 
execute  orders,  the  zeal  with  which  they  urge 
gainful  enquiry,  and  the  vigour  with  which 
they  improve  every  profitable  occurrence,  every 
^;fe?Wf»  opportunity*' cannot  but  attfaft*  the 
notice  of  ?i  traveller,  the  moft  difcngaged  froni 

public 
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'public  aiFairs.  Viewed  only  as  objeds  of  fpc- 
cularive  caribiity,  this'  is  interefting,  fincc,  it 
is  impoffible  to  ftroll  into  any  of  the  public 
cofFee-houfesi  walk  along  the  canals,  vifit  their 
exchange,  or 'fit  down  at  any  of  the  tabic 
d'HbteiS,  of  this  bufy  town,  in  particular, 
without  being  le^xceedingly  ftruck  at  the  cfFedt, 
and  goihg  iijto  fomc  enquiry  of  the  caufe. 

Some  fentimentson  this  fubjcd  are  fo  appofitc 
to  this  caufe,  and  this  effeft,  on  general  prin- 
ciples, that  I  cannot  but  apply  them  in  this 
place,  fo  far  as  my  memory  accommodates  mi, 
cither  with  them  or  the  language  in  which 
they  were  given  to  the  Britifli  Houfe  of  Parlia- 
ment, in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  feffion.  But  yoU 
ihbuld  previoufly  underftand,  that  what  the 
member  offered  as  dcfcriptive  of  the  Bntilh 
empire,  I  coniider  as  equally  influencing  all 
the  trading  parts  of  Europe,  and  in  a  mort 
e^ecial  manner  the  United  Provinces. 

When  we  thus  fee  the  revenue,  and  the  trade 
pf  every  country  increafing,  it  is  natural  to 
f  nquire  into  the  caufes.  Of  thefe  the  firfl:  is 
undoubtedly  the  induftry  and  energy  of  a 
country,  but  there  mufl:  be  fecondary  caufe* 
p  jg^ive    to  this  its  cSkd:^    faid    one,    who 

IS 


whoi^notiii  the  hsibit,  as  many  hpnourabk 
.mcmbicrs  ^re,  of  iaqrificing  tr)Lith  ,to  dccl^- 
juation.  The  incr^c.  of  ,11^11  ,in  art^^anf  ajxi 
jnaQuJ^durersy  the  grie^  iiripravcmeQ^  in  th/c 
.^plication  of  machinery,  and  .the.  Taiibn^ 
ways,  by  which,  la^jour  i»  Igy^d,  fub'divideti, 
and  expedited  by  ingenuity,  ha y€^  dpne  ^uch 
in  all  countries :  the  .facility  of  credit  arifing 
from  confidence  in  the  public  faith,  give  great 
.zd^wf^gc  to  manufafSfures  f^ -  4^a»(f ^;  and^  by 
jcjwtbli|ijg  t\\c  n^erd^nt  to  extend ;  his  credit 
,4ffroadi ,  give  no  lefs  advantage  \n  the  foreigp 
.^mifitJJ^  th»S:Pper;We4p>'5J9ul5l<5  r^tiq,  '  - 

...  ,  .  V  . 

f » >'       ■  ■ i; I  »         ;  •    .       ■        •  .  :        •     •    ■ 

^  ^  :?;h|s>,  certainly,  .|irft  jtl^e  fign^  .and  theji 
i)*f  fi?»fe,. ,  of  i^tion^  pwfpciiity.  TJic  ej^ter^ 
JWZf,:fif  cfWPCfPWl^apn^jPHfc  adv^ntu  and 
jf^^if^u^ ;  ipe9u^^.o^s  wl^erever  a-auark^t  is  xp 
,hf  fpund.  Of  qr^^ij^xij.^nfithe  Ubprajl  poliqy  o;f^ 
4pQre  pnreftr^ned  qampie^ce  between  .natiqi^^, 
have  greatly  x^of^tribufed :  Jbiut  more  ohaa  ^Iji 
other  caufes  have  operated  the  accumulation  of 
^jpf^4,  the  .effeOs  p^  wfW^h;  wefp  oft^y^.  vfrlly 
jjp|crft<wd  fill?  pbilftf9fi?r  af;iqiyr-pwn  coufv 
iryiph?  cp],el:)r9pqd\^9thor  .of  the  '^  Ay^jdjikxJlf  4}^ 
|iqps,-*  with  at  d^ptji^ian^.cleftrpc^  pf-ii^iycfti^ 
gatiop,.  4ittcd:4:fl  e^  .^d  dii:e;ca:,  .the  uh 

<?pr^ial .  pqlic|^;  ^pf  i^  , %i:e,  ;^ifcpver^  ^ .  apd 
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cf  lie  A  N  tj^a  i,  '&c\  1  iSj' 

'  _ .  ■  ' 

pointed  theiii  oiit.   This  accumulation  tJperatcs- 
with  air tliceffefl  of  compound  intercft,  every 
addition  to  it  is  the  immediate  caufe  of  ario- 
ther.  and"  its  force  increafes  in  an  accelerated 
ratio  throyg^i  its  progrersl 

*«  Mobilftatc  vigcti  vixef^e  acqiiiret  cundo/' 

And  tnefe  combining  caules,  are,  mpft  i/i(jill; 
putably,  produdlive  of  thofe  aftonilhing.effeds,' 
which  pbtir  not  only  through  our  own  cbuii- 
try,  but  every  other  in  the  trading  world,  the 
graces,  the  riches  of  ea<Jh  other,  in  greater 
abundance,  at  this  very  hour,  thah  at  any 
former  period  of,  at  leaft  modern,  and,  per- 
haps, of  ancient  times: 

■      -■•'•  '  ■  «   .-^ 

Of  what  /^r/i&^r  it  is  fufceptible,  it  hitripbt^ 
fible  to  fay:  Becaufe  the  perfedion  of  National 
commerce,  that  bound  which  it  may  rfeach^- 
biit  rn^y  Tick  pafs,  cannot  eafily  be  afcertairfed^ 
biit  we  irtay  fairly  aflc,  if  fuch  are  the  eflifftr 
of  fuch  caufes  already,  what,  in  the  progrcfs  of 
indiiftry;  genius  and  emulation,  may  not  be 
cxpeded  from  them  in  future !  In  proifjicriigr 
no  liniit.can  be  fet  to  national  vigour;  and  in 
the  hour  'of 'difiicuity,  diftrefs  or  dangei^,  as 
fiich  vigour  is  the  only  mitigation  of  national 
evil*  it  will  bt  exerted  in  proportion.     Far, 

therefore;^ 
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therefore,  from  having  reached  a  point  ii 
which  it  is  likely  to  flop,  the  national  prof- 
peri  ty  of  a  country  flowing  out  of  its  confi- 
xnejrce, ;  admits  yet  of  encreafe,  and  though 
the  caufes  muft  be  permanent,  the.cfiefts  rhay 
be  progrcflive ;  for,  while  hun^an  flcill,  in  any 
branch  of  comniodity,  is  capable  6i  iniprove- 
ment,  it  is  impoflible  to  fay  to  what  a  pitch,  of 
wealth  and  profperity  any  trading  nation  'may 
arrive,  by  its  own  energy  of  advancing. 

Holland>  it  is  true,  jias  had  at  different  pe- 
riods of  her  hiftory,  very  heavy  jdrawbjacks,  as 
well,  from  within  as  from  without,  from  the 
enemy  in  her  own  bowels,  as  from  a"  public 
invader.  Often  have  the  fruits  of  her  genius 
and  induftry  been  fwcpt  away  by  rebellion  and 
war ;  often  has  fhe  been  drenchecf  in, her  own 
bloqd.:  but  with  all  thefq  deoretfions,  her 
cfEarts  refitted  thefe  calamities^  and  repaired 
them  fo  well,  that  ^t .  this  very  hour,  fhe  may 
Hand,  perhaps,  forernoft  amongft .  nations,  as 
an  example  of  hun^an  induftry  producing  hu- 
man .profperity. 

the  defcription  of  Alexandria,  fey  an  an- 
cient author,  has^  been  applied,  and  juftly, 
to    this   Republic,    particularly    Us    capiul. 

'^Ricfi 
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*    ■  » .     .'       ■    • 

"  Rich  and   opulent  Provinces  that    abound 
with  every  thing,   and   where  nobody  can  be 
idle.     The  very  lame    and   blind  have  their 
cxercifcs,    and  ufcful   occupations,  and  even 
thofc  who  have  the  gout  in  their  hands,  are 
not  fufFered  to  be  ufelefs.       This  is  fo  true 
of  Amfterdam,  that,  in  almoft   every  corner 
of -it   amazing  examples   of  induftry  are  to 
be  fcen,  even  in  .thofe  whofc.,age,  ,licknefs, 
and  bodily  infirmities  would  obtain  a  difpen* 
fation    frona.wOrk,    any  where  elfe.       Thofc 
who   think,  therefore,    that  the   Dutch  have 
more  of  matter  .  than    fpirit   in    their  com- 
pofition,  may    undeceive    the^nft^ves.      Other 
cities  of  Europe    have    hprf    the    models  of 
moft  of  their  ufeful    contrivances,    and  ma- 
chines of  various  fofts  from  the  towns  of  this 
Republic.      Even     thofe    who    arrogate    all 
wit,    and  all  art   to  themfelyes,    have    been 
obliged  to    borrow   from  'hence    feveral    of 
their  mpft  ingenious   utenfils:  and,  upon  the 
whole,   VoUairc's    charadier  of    the   States  is 
well    mseritc^.  .   "   La    Hollandc,"   fays    he, 
mcritc  d'autaut  plus  d'attention,  quec'eftun 
ctat  d'une  E/pece  ioute  Nouvelle^  devenu  puif- 
".fant  fans  pofleder  prefque  d^  terrain,  riche 
ct  n'ayant  pas  de  fon  fends  de  quoi  nourir 
la  vingtieme  partie  de  fcs  habitans,  &  con- 
^  fiderable  en  Europe  par  fes  travaux  au  bout 
['  de  r  Afie/^ 
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TO  THE  SA'MK* 


JT  has  htcn  aVntthgft  ttie'objedis  of  thef^f^^- 
OfcimlngSi  to  refciiethe  ihhiaibttahf&  of  the  dif^ 
fercnt  countries  in  Which  I  fojourn  from  th^ ' 
imdue  mcafure  of  cenfure  call  on  them/  and"' 
to  fettle  them,  without  prejudice  ott'  the  ^ne 
hUftd,  or  partiality  on  the  other,  in  every  candid 
niflid>  juft  as  they  are, 

<V  Nothing  extenuated, 

**  Nor  oaght  iet  down  in  malice**' 

The  Welch;  being  part  of  ourfelVes,  fuflelf' 
little  from  us  on  the  fcore  of  prejudice;  arid  * 
therefore  little  wai  left  fof  a  liber'd  traveller' 
trfdoaway.  But  the  Dutch  deinanded  a  ^ufdy 
chattipion,  and  yet  one,  who  in  tjie  zeal  of 
adrnrniffririgjuftice,  avoidtd  flittery.  In  va- 
rious Hiftancefs,  I  am  difpdfedtp  believe  that  the. 
Gleaner  has  approved  himfclf  this  even-handed 
advocate.  I  truft  he  has  defended  them,  where 
they  were  dcfcnfible,  and  blamed  them  where.. 

they 


\ 


tVey  defcrvcd  reproach.  In  theTf)irit  of  this 
principle  he^  began,  and  will  have  the  honefty 
and  the  fortitude  to  maintain  it  untb  the  end* 

« 

Aniongfl;  othei^  afperfions  from  which  it  has 
been .  his  "oflScc  to  exonerate  the  people  of  this 
country,  is  their  imjputed  infenfibilify  i  an  afper- 
iioh  which  v^ty  g^nirally  jprevails.  You  find 
the  Gleaner  has  feeh  their  hearts  arid  minds  ia 
the  operation  of  various  events,  as  well  happy  as 
dilaftfbUs.  He  has  had  an  eye  oh  them,  when  a 
man  lefs  irnprelled  witli  Convidion  of  the  im- 
portance of  Utile  things  to  afcertain  the  great 
bnes  of  charkdler  and  principles,  would  have 
overlooked  their  feelings.  He  has  obferved  them 
too,  when  great  occurrences  called  forth  their 
ftrorigeft  pafliohs,  or  their  moft  fubtlc  hypo- 
crify.  In  both  cafes  he  has  found  their  affec- 
tions as  powerful,  as  fervid,  as  expreflive  of 
upright  principles,  and  of  tender  emotions,  as 
any  of  our  own. 

There  &re,  you  know,  certairi  dccafidris  fo 
abfolutely  demonftrative  of  real  heart  and  foul, 
that  the  moft  profound  diflembler  Would  find 
it  impoflible  to  keep  on  his  malk,  however  ne- 
ccftary  it  might  be  to  his  inteteft,  his  fdme,  ot 
even  his  life.    Of  this  omnipotent  clafs  of  iii- 

vOL*  ir^  T  cidcnts 
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tidcnts  is  t\ie.perufalj>f  letters ^  the  contents  erf 
which^  as  to  general  fenfdtion,  whethei*  of  pain 
or  pleafure/  is  as  clearly  read  by  the  fped^ot 
as  by  the  party  concerned :  I  mean  of  courf<! 
fuch  letters  as  af  e  read  in  Company  immediately 
on  their  being  received.    Something  beyond 
the  power  of  human  reiiifance  urges  a  man  aU 
inoft  univerfally  to  open  the  letters  that  are 
brought  him  by  the  poft;  nay,  we  often  break 
the  feal  infenlibly;  and  the  utmoft  forbearance 
which  good  breeding  enjoins^  fcatce  ever  ex- 
tends to  the   putting  them    quietly  into   our 
pockets  when,  from  a  recognition  of  the  hand- 
writing, we  expeA  any  thing  of  hearti  or  even 
when  we  are  ftrangers  to  the  cbaraders  ,of  the 
fuperfcription.     Curiofity  feizes  us  in  the  one 
cafe,  and  more  than  curiolity  in  the  other.    If 
therefore  we  do  gain  this  degree  of  good  man- 
ners, it  is  by  a  painful  exertidn,   which  often 
makes  us  wifii  our  company  were  at  home^ 
though,  induced  by  a  fort  of  fellow-feeling,  they 
often  prevent  this  wi(h,  by  difpenfing  with  cti-^ 
quette,  and  enjoin  the  1* eading  our  letters.  For 
the  moll  part  we  apologife   fpr  the  rud^tfsj 
iut-  are  rf^de*       . 

Tbenitis,  that  fincflfe,  weaknefs,  folly>ftra-« 
tagemi  and  even  treafons  isTiiAY  th8m$blv£»» 

ne 


fJl^iH  ^if  jfrp,  tb^F  -Wc  ue  p!^rfidi9i4S  to  cmr  tnift, 
witMut  any  .qtbcr  ^cpwfcr?,  any  gtherianguagc 
than  wji^it^s  fur^iifticd  by  confcipuftiffs  of  pujr 
being  triclcftcirjs,  fool^j^  .qr  trai»r/5 : ,  ib  inger 
huous  is  our  imjifible^  hfom  j^dge,  fi)  all-power-^ 
ful  is  confcicQcc ;  though  guilt  firft  faftcned 
her  with  chains,  th^t  yery  guilt  only  waits  fcpc 
a  fit  opportunity  .tp  brefik  tlujm  afuntjer,  fin^ 
forces  the  culprit  to  avow  his  crirnCi  even  to 
thofe  who  arc  fure  to  punifli  it.  It  jis  thus 
that  in  the  aA  of  reading  any  written  ijiifqhie^ 
done,  or  tp  be  jdone,  x^pnfciepce  flies  into 
the  face  of  the  delii^quent,  feizes  every  limb  of 
his  body,  and,  hy  z  ftrange  power,  render3 
that  countenance  really  honefl,  which  had  be* 
fprc  only  appeared  to  be  fo.  A  young  rnan,  fot 
inft^nce,  long  loft  to  fame  and  fortune,  fud-' 
denly  reads  of  his  difinheritan<;c  when  he  ex* 
pedtcd  a  remittance — z  broker,  of  a  profecutiott 
for.ufury  when  he  looked  for  an  invitation  to- 
incet  the  party  to  receive  the  premiunir^thc 
libertine,  of  difcovery  by  a  parent  or  brother^ 
wbo  fends  a  challenge,  when  h;s  heart  beat 
high  with 

•*  cxpcfVation  of  .the  coming  jpy.** 

to    be  derived   from  his  long-plaiined   fe- 
du&ion. 

T2  But 


*~-But  tSrcfe  examples  ire,  ybii  will  fay*, Ytf 
ftfong,  that  he  who^  runs  may  read  tbem.  '  Be- 
lieve me,  the  fubordinate  Tbibfo,  and  vices  are! 

*  .  '•    ...         .... 

rt6  lefs  under  the  dommion  of  the  letters,  which,' 
unawares,- defcribc  thcijr  eaufes  and  their  efFeifts : 
in  like  inahher,  the  ^i^/^r^  parts  of  oarnaturc 
are,  iA9i',  developed  With  equal  truth  and  ac- 
dtfracy  bj^'ihc* -ftme  fiithfiil    reporters;    and 
ifrkhout  belHg '  ehdowed  with  the  fagacity  of 
Lavater,"ia  quiet^bbferv^r'miirt:  want  that  de- 
gree of  common  fenfe;  in  which  few  are  cle- 
ficienti  flbt-to'arcertaih  the  iAual  ftdte  and 
ftrength  of  thofc  natural  feelings,  the  viva- 
city of  that  fancy,  the  ferifibility  of  that  heart, 
which  are  exhibited  by  the  perlifal  of  letters^* 
The  paflidns  ahd  emotions  ate  not  fimply  called' 
forth  by*  their  proper  objefts,  they  are^  whe- 
ttet  f^eluSaiitly  or  by  aflent,  placed  before  our 
view,- by  that  imperial,  and,  not  feldom,  im- 
perious iaw  Mour/ouls,  which  is  fupreme,  in- 
dSfpcnflblc, -arid  incorruptible.     Hence  it  is 
tteif  vice  has,-  in  defpite '  of  hifrfelf,* and  wbich 
Ihfc- ftiewiSi  jperForce,  to  the  inrtodence  Ihe  would, 
deftroy,  and  to  the  Judge  who  will  condemn,  her 
difordered  eye,  .her  livid  cheeky  her  fhaking 
joints,.    And  henqe  top,  that  virtue  fhews  us 
htt  mbft  afFe^irig  fmile,  her  trued,  te^dereft 
tear,  her  moll  touching  blufli*  and  her  nobleft 

glow 
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glow  of  courage,  or  of  b^aevolcncCr'  All  ^ 
genuine.  -: 

■  f 

■  •  ■  •  -        «■       •    % 

To  exhibit  an  inftancc  of  the  fojrner— of 
wee  betrayed — ^would  be  irkfome  tp  you,  my 
friend,  and  to  me :  to  prefent  one  of  the  latter, 
of  virtue  difcovered^Vi\\\  be  ^likc  ple^fing  to 
us  bofh. 

.     .  !    ■  ■  •  .  . 

■  i  ■ 

'    I  hkve  fixed  myfelf,  for  the  fake  pf  focietyj, 
at  the  beft  inn  .here,  to  the  intent  that  while  I 
am  fhut  in  by  .the  weather,  I  may  beguile  th? 
time  1  muft  neceflarily   pafs   within  doors,  ia 
the  mpft  pleafant  manner,  and  be  at  leaft  in 
the  way  of  a  glean-wprtby  pccurrence.     Th? 
houfe  is,  at  prefent^  filled  by  travellers  nearly  ia 
my  pwn  fituation,  and  glad  to  find,  like  my-- 
felf,.  liich  refources  as  are  within  reagh,    Laft 
night  brought  us  the  acquifition  of  a  lady  and 
gentleman,   man  and  wife,  from  Amfterdam. 
They  came,  at  all  hazards,   on  a  confiderablp 
emergence,  by  l^nd.     We  breakfafted  in  the 
fame  party,    and  feeming  to  aflimilate,    with 
even  lefs  than  the  ufual  flight  pundlilios  of  a 
public  room,' were  getting  into  a  cordial  con-. 
verfation,  before  the  form^  of  the  world,  in  a 
more  private  apartment,  would  have  warranted^ 
\o  tyrannous  is  cuuoin,  the  opening  our  lip^. 

T3  byr 


Out  difcourfc  had  that^^d  the  vcty  idcx  oF  aft 
hard  froft,  and  of  a  bad  fire,  and  was,  in  dc- 
fpite  of  the  ice  without  doors,  flowing  in  full 
Vigour,  Vi^hcn  the  fcrvaht  entered  from  the  pbft- 
iioufe  with  ktiefs,  the  vciy  light  x)F  which 
*'  checked  the  genial  current**  of  our  cohverfc. 
The  gciiiiral  padquet  which  was  addfcfled  to 
the  hulband,  cdntained  feveral  others,'  two  of 
which  were  given  immediately  to  the  wife,  who, 
ihg  they  cariie  fforti  her  chfildreh,  wliom  ihc 
left,  by  the  bye,  brfly  the  day  Before^ 
iiill^fenefl  them  with  in  embtibn  that  a  man  of 
She  ddlltrf  inirid  muft  have  pronounced  it  a 
^meftick  ^ild  maternal  eniotion.  The  gra^ 
Nations  of  thit  fc6lo\iring  which  nature  painted 
iji  fecr  it^ti^if  is  (he  read,  and  tlie  cfoquencc 
of  that  fllelit  felicity  whlcti  illumined  tier 
irount^hahce  ih  the  pi^ogrels  of  the  perufal  of 
lier  papers,  manifefted  that  tney  canrie  from 
^'irtics  very  near,  and  dear  to  her  heart  j  and 
to  ybu,  who  Jove  to  look  at  tlie  happy,  would 
liavc  furnirtied  fuch  a  regale,  that  I  ivifhed 
then,  and  cannot  help  wiftiing  ftill,  you  had 
partaken  of  bur  breakfaft.  The  letters;  WQrc  from 
t^b  daughteris,  the  dne  written  in  profe,  and  the 
other  in  verfc;  but  tdth  cxpreflcd  the  fame 
•diity  and  affedioh,  arid  both  Upon  the  iSime 
intercfting  fubjl?dt--f  thfc  gratujatiori  of  children 

on 


pa  the  annivcrfery  of  their  mother ^s  birth,  a 
day  which  had  ufually  been  celebrated  at  home 
in  prefenc^  of  fhc  whole  family,  but  which 
thcfe  worthy  pares  of  it  were  refolved  fhould 
not  pafs  without  at  leaft  fuch  i^arks  of  tribu- 
tary honour  as  th?y  could  confer  in  abfence. 
Happinpf^  is  communicative :  in  the  pverflow 
of  the  heart,  the  mother  detailed,  with  a  pro- 
Jiixity  natural  to  parents^  and  even  to  felicity^ 
the  caufes  of  her  joy.  She  juftified  therein 
the  effefts;  but  after  all,  ihe  could  only  give 
me  the  particulars  of  blifs,  the  general  fubjedt 
of  which  flic  had  brfore  fp  well  difcoyered  jjy 
ja  language  unboqrQwed  of  the  tongue^ 

Her  ftory  was  a  frefh  proof  of  my  pofition, 
vi2.  that  the  moments  of  receiving  and  reading 
a  cprrefpondence  of  the  affeftions,  whether  good 
fr  hady  are  the  moments  in  which  the  characflers 
of  the  foul  are  to  be  perufed,  and  eilimated. 
The  l*dy  entered  upon  her  fubjedl  con  amore^ 
et  cpn  /pirito,  telling  me,  with  all  a  mother's 
glow^  that  ppth  her  daughters  were  the  befl: 
girls  in  the  world,  but  that  the  author  of  the 
anniverfary  addrefs  had  the  fcnfe  of  an  angel; 
and  fhe  wifhed,  with  all  her  hearty  I  underftood 
.fufficiently  the  Dutch  language  to  read  the 
ycffe?— **  ^nd.  the  other  dear  c^eatu^^e^  though 

T  4  ^*-no 


92^0  g;.eanings^  ^Ct 

•*  no  poet,  is  no  Icfs  clever,  no  lefs  good  ;*  hrrc 
^*  now,  fir,  is  a  letter  written  with  the  folidity 
**  and  corrednefs  that  would  do  honour  to  my 
**  cldeft  fon,  whom,  eypry.bpdy  fay3/!i3  -aavgiif 
•'  der  for  his  age/'  r  ..    .    / 

The  hufband's  looks  corroborated. th?  eulogy 
of  the  wife;  and  the  breakfart,  which  h^d\^een 
impeded  by  this  letter-reading  fceile,  now  went 
on.     Before  the  poflm'an  ajppearcd,  they  feemed 
to  have  a  relifh  for  the  repa^  j  but  fudden'emo- 
tions,  purely  of  the  mind,,  whether  of  pain  or 
of  pleafure,  arc,  for  the  moment,  no  w?iy  fa- 
vourable to  the  common  bodily  appetites.  The 
toafl:  which  I  had  made  for  them  in  the  Engltjh 
fajhion — a  rarity  here — and  which  was  thought 
delicious,  had  now  loll  its  charrp,  or,  r^the^, 
had  given  place  to  a  much  more  potent  eq« 
chantmcnt ;   the.  free  will  offering  of  the  dati- 
ful   daughter  had    introduced  a   much  more 
agreeable  banquet.     *'  I   have  (faid  this  fond 
^^  mother)  been  in  many  refpcfts,  and  I  am  ftill 
f  in  fome,  a  moft  fortuqate  parenlf ;  but,  m  one 
*'  inftahcc,  O  rny  God,  hpw  mucraT[)le !   That 
^*  rapacious   tyrant,    the  fmall-pox,    fnatched 
"from    me  a  girl  who — parental    tendernefs 
«'  apart,  or  allowed  for.  in  its  fullell  extent-— 
f^  was  riot  only  the  pride^  the  glory  of  our  fon^ 


»-  '^  • 
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*^  bofoms— r(i&^r<?  the  hujband  hegan  to  4:ougby^hvit 
the  delight  of  all  who  knew  her :  full  of 
goodnefs,  of  talents,  and  of  beauty,  fhe  was 
jthe  very  boaft  of  pur  whole  .city;  yet  wc 
"  were  bereaved  of  her  in  lefs  than  a  fortnight 
**  after  we  had  celebrated,  in  ^n  aflembly  of 
**  iali  her  little  friends,  the  day  at  which  fhc 
•'  gained  her  fifieenph  y?ar."- 


**  Our  only  confolation,*'  f^id  the  hufband^ 
(filling  up  a  paufe,  which  forrow  made  in  the 
account  of  his  wife — ^yet  filling  it  up  with  a 
voice  th^t  faulter^d)-^"  our  onlyconfolation  is^ 
'*  that  the  Uft  moments  of  her  unfullied  life 
**  were  employed  in  ads  of  filial  love.  Her 
^*'death,  fir,  which  jt  almofl:  kills  me  to  think 
on,  her  death,  happened  in  the  middle  of  the 
night.  The  chamber  had  been  darkened  at 
her  requeft  fome  time  before ;  but  fhe  now 
felt  the  faft  approaches  of  her  difTolutiont 
*'  and  defired  the  light  might  be  brought  into 
**  the  room.  When  it  came — pray  bring  it 
•f  nearer^  faid  the  poor  thing — nearer  flill — my 
*'  eyes  grow  more  dira|  every  inflant,  and  ere 
f*  thpy  quite  fail  me,  t  would  wifh  their  laft 
?*  office  might  be*  to  fhcw  me  their  ever-deareft 
!:  pbje^^  my  parents  and  filters ;  I  grieve  that 

♦*  abfence 
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^  abftrice  pre viehts  them  from  once  matt  be- 
•*  holding  my  brother/' 

Here  the  hiribind  loft  His  voice  in  foftnefs ; 
laiid  the  wife  took  up  the  forrow-moving  talcj^ 
hy  «claimin^,  ^  O  dreadful,  yet  dear,  mo^ 
♦*  ment !  when  itiy  dying  Anna  fbmid  tiisft:  flic 
«  ftill  wanted  light  to  diftinguilh*us,lbe  Pegged 
**  the  candle  might  be  put  into  her  own  trem* 
^  Wing  hand,  and  after  ftie  haUldttket!  a  little^ 
^*  while  moft  tarncJftJy  irtoiir  feces j  wiping  kwiiy 
'*  the  tears  that  were  running  along  her  poor 
^  fethcT's  checks,  and  theft  krflmg  trs  all  feveral 
^*  times,  fhe  returned  the  candle,  &ying-^I  am. 
•*  now  fatisfied,  and  am  on  the  ed]^e  of  the 
••evcrlafting  manlions  of  my  Pather  which 
•*^  is  in  heaven— tlie  only  parent  whom  I  could 
"••  ff}  to  with  gatin^  after  the  lofs  of  thofc  I  am 
"•'  now  leaving.** 

^*  Do  you  remember  her  look  while  Ae  ut^ 
^'  tered  this?"  faid  the  wife  to  the  huft^and. — 
»•  Remember  it!  OGod!'*  exclaimed  the  let- 
ter, in  a  burft  of  anguilh  that  attcfted  the  too^ 
l&itbful  integrity  of  his  rccolleftion — *^  Were 
"»*  not  her  hands,  hbr  <y^%  lifted  up  towards 
^'  heaven? — the  doors  trf  whi^h.were  opfnetf^ 
^^  ihe  affured  us,  to  receive  her  ?   Seraphs,  cried 
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*  the  i^niojt  chertrbirii,  art  thronging  to  give  xnt 
^•^  wclcomir,  4ttd  Alrnighty  Qod  himfclf  invites 
^  rtic  to  <(ntcr.'* 


\j . 


rf^Itwafli^at  this  aweful  crifis/?  faid  the  mother 
ini great  a^tatfon^  "that  my  departed  Anna^ 
J«  conflifted,\rith  the  powers  of  death,  tb  raifc 
^^herfelf  on  her  knees,  in  the  attempt  of  which 
(5.  flie  &I4  and  linder  oar  fupport,  invoked  a 
*'  blefling  on  iia  both  \  In  pur  very  iu-ms  (tit 
f*  expired,  and  we  thought  the  fpot  wh^re  fhe 
f*  yielded  up  her  innoc^t  bejng,  would  bavp 
f^  been  the  general  death^bed  of  the  family !" 

The  hufband  covered  his-  face  with  his 
hands ;  the  wife,  after  looking  l!eadfaftly  at 
fhe  firCi  without,  perhaps,  feeing  it — ejaculated 
at  length  "  God's  will  be  done  I"  and  left  the 
room. 

When  alqne,  J  repeated  aloiid  a  verfe  which 
I  had  often  felt,  in  reading  that  part  of  our 
Night  Thoughts  which  mourns  Narciifla,  but 
liad  nfcVer  before  feen  occafion  fo  forcibly  to 
apply  it  r— 

••  Yc,  that  e'er  loft  an  angd,  pity  tiem  /'* 

Never  did  hearts,  in  the  warmeft  coufttry, 
^er  the  moll  unclouded  IHjr^  beat  higher— 

never 


\ 
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never  did  eyes  nxorc  (popioufly.  flream  in  token, 
of  that  grief  which  "  palTeth  IJiew/^V  A^^ 
with  diftindlions !  with  appropriatipns  !  and 
all  the  offspring  of  felflove! — Education, 
cuftoitt,  example;  inay'do  muc))-'-<M^limatt-n1ay 
htLYC  its  power — the  Ainxnay  anima^e-^thir  .ice 
may  chill — but  there^  are,  in^;coulntnes,  moi 
inehts  and  erent^^  which:  render  aUhgood  be^ 
ingsthe  fame,  ^qd  prove  us>  thrat^  alt:thc 
2ones»:allied  clofeiy  to  one.anotiierj  -o.-,         >- 

^  >  •(  »  • 

.     r«  r        •    M*->  r/        *  #-  ^      >      *-      ■    ;  "   "■  rV       '   »       ^        .  '   ..  *  ,       ■  - 

With  rdpcdi ;  ho wever,  to.  tho  €otinfe»anc^s 
oftheDutch,  they;arc  certainly;  nQi:,^generail7, 

lively  indexes   of  thofe  affedions  which  they 

.  -    '.  •  •,      •  _.-    f.     .  '       •■     ♦       .   .   •  ■ 

frcqiiehdy  coven' "Thofe* affedliort^-are,  in  their 
ffill  life,  often  extremely  hid  ffom -obferVal 
tion,  and  you  ^ HI  fee  fifty  of  an  hundred 
Snini%ith  pipes  iit' their  mouths^  ahd-as  many 
women  Hewing  over  their  ftoves,  pafs  bourU 
;iway  in  one  anpthef 'js,  company^  with  fc^ce 
the  utterance  of  a. fy liable,  change  of  a  pofr 
ture,  or  variation  of  a  feature; "yet,  in  a  fe^ 
f ies  q{  remarks,  L.  b^v?  folIo\ycd  ffiverj^l  of 
thefe  very  perfons  into  their  domefti<;  eifcl^s^ 
and  have  there  feen,  as  in  the  cafe  above  cited, 
the  kindcft  and  ftrongeft  emotions,*  of  which 
thp  human  h.eart  is  capable,  .fly  out,  according 
to  arcymftances  -.and  occurr)ence$,  Mth  aa 
,,,..;  energy. 


fncrgy^i'vivacity,ari  cloqiiente;  of  which,  from 
general  appearances  and^pecuiations,  not  cvea 
the  pervading  eye  of  Lavater  could  have  any 

prcfcknce. 

» 

'  We  will  now  advert  to  a  few  more  of  the 
ncceflaries  of  life,  amongft  which  muft  be 
reckoned  the  travelling  ^x^^^r^j,  efpecialljr  thofc 
of  the  table  d*hoces. 

Thefe  have  been  very  erroneoufly  flatedr 
The  mod  diligent  infpedlion  has  enabled  me 
to  offer  you  the  following  table  of  charges, 
whichj  with  a  variation  not  worth  noticing  in 
a  few  houfes,  may  be  depended  upon  as  your 
general  dire^ory  in  the  tour  of  the  Provinces. 

.  Stiven. 

1  Breakfaft  ^        8 — equal  to  8dL 

2  Dinner  20— being  a  Florin 

IS.  8d.  Engl^ 

3  Table  wine  20  claret.  ; 

4  The  half-bottle        ,10 

5  Supper  '        .16 

The  bed  is  according  to  the  goodnefs  of  the 
room^  from  one  florin  to  three. 

The  houfe-meflenger,  two  ftivers  an  errand. 

Surgeon* 


Surgcoo-b^rbeiv  thrccpr four ftivcrs* 
Hair-drcflcr  the  fame. 

Except  the  Ihoe-boy,  who  comi^qnly  irt^ 
eludes  the  office  of  meflenger^  nobody  pays 
the  fcrvants  except  ^hc  iD^A^r  of  the  iiHi ;  fo 
that  you  have  no  faucy  folIow^.crQudmg  abou; 
your  horfe  anil  <;^riage  in  t;l)6  pajrting  n)o«^ 
ments  as  in  England :  none  of  t^e  <}omel|ic| 
even  expelling  a  ftiver,  were  you  to  make  i 
month's  fojourn  in  the  /hqufe.    Thi^  i$  a  very 
comfortable  circuftiftance ;  and  if:  is^  furely^ 
very  unreafonable  th^  traveller  fhouW  jpay  the 
landlord's  bill^   >vhk^h  ^fuaUy  (ake^  care  of 
contingencies^  and  then  be  detained  till  th« 
fervants  are  paid  for  doing  the  faid  MndlQrd':S 
buiinefs ;  and  if  you  do  not  pay  up  to  the  faid 
fervant's  idea^  to  be  abufed  into  the  bargain ! 
Now  really  that  is  an  hardfhipi  As  I  fhall 
have  occafionto   bring  forward  the  fubjedt 
of  expenditure  in  another  place»  (in  a  com- 
parative view  of  the  charges  of  Holland^  with 
Pruffia,  &c.)  we  will  clofe  it  for  the  pre-^ 
fent ;    and  with  it  this  letter,  the   jpoftman 

warning  me,  that  **  his  hour  is  come/'    Jn 

■      .'  '    '  ■  •       ■  ~  '  '  ■ 

hade,  then^  adieu. 


.» ■  ■ 
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LETTER    XLIII. 


TO  THE  SAM«* 

Rotterdanw 

S'I'ILL  under  double  lock,  as  it  were^ 
of  fraft  and  fiiow,  I  fee  not  how  I  can  fp  ule-» 
iully  employ  the  leifure  which  thefe  impedi- 
ments have  thrown  into  my  hands,  as  offering 
you  a  fummary  account  of  th^  provinces  that  * 
coniiitute  thefe '  celebrated  States,  in  which 
fummary,  I  truft,  you  will  gain  a  di(lin£i:  idea 
of  the  divifions,  privileges,  and  refpedtive 
powers  of  the  Republic  ;  the  connedion  of 
the  parts^  with  the  whole;  and  whatever  elfe/ 
it  befits  a  traveller,  who  has  any  laudable  cu« 
riofity,  to  know. 

We  have  already  fecu,  by  fketches  of  their 
ancient  and  modern  hiftory,  in  the  courfe  of 
our  firfl  fheaf,  that  the  induftry  and  labours 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  States  have  been 
united  and  incqflant;  that  if,  upon  the  whole» 
tbcy  breathe  a  more  heavy  air,  or  tread,  and 
drefs,  a  more  difficult  foil — if  their  exterior  is 
pott  rudc>  Icfs  briUianty  leis  gay,  thiin  that  of 

their 


their  neighbours  farther  fouth,  nature  has  efl-j 
dowed  them  with  the  more  folid,  and,  perhaps^ 
more  defireable,  cJertiirily  mtort  ufeful,  powers 
of  conftancy  and  application. — If  they  have 
been,  at  all  times,  flow  in  taking  their  bed  and 
wifcft  meafures,  they  have  the  faculty  of 
holding  to  them,  when  taken,  moi^c  rcfolutely 
than  quicker  mindi^;  ind  to  th?s*uhrelaxing 
perfeverance,  this  ^hftraderiftic'We&dinefs,  wcf 
owe  the  almoft  miracles  they  have  performed 
in  agriculture,  arms,  and  aitsf,  without  any  af- 
iiftance,  from  thofe  fprightly  talents  which 
Have  been  fo  tnuch  relied  upon  in  other 
countries. 

■  . .  .    ■  •  *  * 

With  refped  to  agriculture,  withbut  quef-^ 
tion,  the  moft  neCeflary  art  of  hyman  life, 
theyliave  arrived  at  a  wonderful  deg;ree  of  per-i 
fedtion ;  in  which  praife  we  are  to  include^ 
not  only  the  feven  provinces,  and  their  ap- 
pendages^  but  the  ten"othei*s  \Vhich  (ionftitute 
the  whole  of  the  Netherlands^  whbfe  farmer* 
and  hufbandmen^  of  every  defcription,  may  viie 
with  thofe  of  any  cdiintry  in  the^  world.  In 
various  other  parts  of  Europe,  the  foil  is  wore 
genial,  and  in  every  rcfped:  more  highly  fa^ 
voured  by  nature,  1  feiitift  nOne  is  it  bitter  cul- 
tivated by  art:  inde^dy  it  may  be  obferved, 

that 


that  in  every  piart  of  the  earth  where  the  leaft 
labour  is  required,  the  natives,  either  from  that . 
very  reafon,  or  from  the  influence  of  fofter  air, 
and  intenfer  funs,  are   lefs  inclined  to,   and, 
perhaps,  lefs  capable  of  toil:  vc'hertag^,  thofc 
who  are  the  growth  of  a  land  to  which  na- 
ture has  denied  thefe  indulgcncies,  •  are  endow- 
ed with  Z'good  conftitution,  and  'a*  goiiid'  Will* 
to  fupply  the  deficiencies,  by  dint  of  that  1a- 
b6ur  which  contributes  at  orice  to^  th^ir  pros- 
perity, and  the  flrength  by  which  it  is  gained. 
In  Gleaning  the  lands  belonging  tathe  Dutch, 
I  have  often  paired  over  places  n6V  bloenving^ 
v^ith  culture,-  or  gay  with  the  ma^mficdnte  of 
pakces ;  fo  indeed  may  whole  ftrefets  in  fome 
of  tK6  great  towns  be  called^  t  have  trod'  oit 
ground,  at  this  time  waving  in  plenty^' '  which! 
nature  herfelf  feemed  to  confidcr  unwoi-thy  to 
hi  the  rcfidence  of  her  lead  valued   produc- 
tions, having  funk  whole  leagues  either  in  bogs 
or  quiclcfahds-,  a  dark  and'  fterile  traft,  where 
the  very  weeds  refufed  to   grow — nay,  their 
firftand  moft  important  city,  wTli'ch  may  noW 
be  called  one  of  the  grand  ftore^houfes  of  tlie 
univerfe.     Amfterdam  itfelf  was  once  a  mere 
qbagmirc,  the  abode  only  of  the  moft  loath- 
fome  animals. — In  a  word,  there  never  was; 
perhaps,  a  foil  fo  barren,  fo  ungrateful,  as  that 
VOL.  II,  U  which 
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which '  hath  been  fubducd  by  the  Hollander, 
wherever  he  has  laid  his  indefatigable  and  pa^ 
tient  hand. 

.  Of  their. -prowefs  in  arms  every  country  is 
confcious.  Their  literature  is  not  contemp- 
tible, and  their  commerce — another  proof  of 
their  inflexiy e;diligencc — furpaffes  that  of  Ve- 
nice,  or  ai^y  Republic  on  the  face  of  the  globe. 
What  fea  hath  not  been,  and  is  not  ftill,  co- 
vered with  their  fails  ?  Into  what  country  have 
they  not  penetrated  ?  Where  is  it,  that  they 
have  not  eftablifhed  a  fadory,  or  a  connex4on? 
What  fort  of  trade  is  unknown,  or  untried  by 
them  ?  Is  there  a  climate,  or  a  corner  of  the 
univerfe,  which,  in  fome  fort,  is  not,  or  has  not 
been,  obliged  to  pay  tribute  to  their  induftry? 
What  a'countlefs  number  of  veflels  touch  at, 
or  are  a  part  of,  the  property  of  their  ports  ? 
Have  they  not  interefts,  and  intercourfe,  with 
nations  who  afFed  to  defpife  them  ?  and  who 
yet  take  refuge  in  their  induftry,  to  be  fur- 
nifhed  with  what  their  own  idlenefs  and  effe- 
minacy denies  ? 

And  with  refpedt  to  the  facred  love  of  free- 
dom, is  there,  has  there  ever  been,  a  people 
on  earth,  in  whoni  the  pafiion  for  liberty  was 

more 
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more  confpicuous  ?  It  is  with  rcafon  that  they 
•have  been  accufed  of  having  often  carried  the 
amor  patria  too  far,  and  not  feldom  of  having 
miftaken  it :  but,  even  their  misfortunes  and 
miftakes,  proceeding  from  their  many  public 
or  private  wars,  could  never  vanquifh  the  un- 
conquerable fpirit  of  induftry.  In  common 
with  their  Flemifh  neighbours,  their  little 
Ipeck  of  watery  land,  has,  for  ages,  been  fought 
for;  and  whenever  the  ravages  of  ufurpation, 
treafon,  or  other  caufes,  have  laid  their  cities 
low,  and  their  country  wafte,  they  have  rebuilt 
the  one,  and  replenifhed  the  other,  with  a  de- 
gree of  refolute  determination  not  to  be  fur- 
paffed  in  the  arts  of  induftry,  whatever  they  may 
be  in  the  arts  of  deftrudion. — In  a  word,  my 
dear-loved  correfpondent,  fince  my  refidence  in, 
and  rambles  about,  this  curious  country,  fo 
little  indebted  to  nature,  and  fo  unfpeakably 
obliged  to  art,  I  have,  times  beyond  number- 
ing, refledled  on  thofc  delightful  lines  of  our 
delicious  Thomfon,  where  the  efFeds  of  that 
very  power  (by  which  no  lefs  in  our  own 
country,  than  in  thefe  provinces,  fuch  wonders 
have  been  atchieved)  are  traced  with  fo  maf- 
terly  a  hand.  Let  me  beg  of  you  to  accept 
them,  not  only  with  a  view  to  their  cxadt  ap^ 
plication  to  the  people  we  have  been  treating 

u  2  of, 


of,  but  to  give  you  that  pleafurc  which  a  man  y6, 
of  your  juft  tafte  muft  derive  from  every  freflj 
view  of  exquifite  painting*  I  by  no  means 
wifh  to  rob  England  of  its  original  right  ta 
t^hie  defcription.;  but^  whoever  vifits  Holland^ 
Miil\  have  reafon  to  confefs  that  every  line  hat 
its  force,  its  beauty,  and  its  truth,  as  implied 
to  what  will  there  be  met  with. 

*«  Thefearcthyblcflings,  Induftry  J  rough  power, 

**  Whom  Ialx>crr  Mil  attend«>  and  fwcat)  and  pain^ 

•*  Yet  the  kind  fourcc  of  cvYy^  gentle  art, 

**  And  all  the  foft,  civility  of  life. 

*'  The  days  rpU'd  dark,  and  unenjoy'd  s^ongp 

**  Till  Induftry  approached,  and  man  led  on^ 

*'  His  faculties  unfolded,  pointed  out 

**  On  what  to  turn  the  piercing  rage  of  fire, 

^  On  what  the  torrent,  and  the  gathered  blafl; ; 

^  Shew'd  him  how  to  raife 

"  His  feeblp  for^e  by.  the  meehanic  powers^, 

**  To  dig  the  mineral  from  the  vaulted  earth, 

'^  Gave  the  tall,  ancient,  foreft  to  his  axe, 

•*  Tore  from  his  limbs  the  blood  polhited  far,  -^ 

**  And  wrapt  them  i»  the  woolly  veftments  warm> 

*«  Nor  ftppp'd  at  barren,  bare  neceffiiy, 

**  Fut«  breatbing^high  ambition  thro'  his^foul* 

*•  Set  fcicnce,  wifdom,  glory,  in  his  view, 

•*  And  bade  him  be  the  Lord  of  all  below/*^ 

**  Hence  every  form  of  cultivated  life, 
•«  In  order  fet,  protected  and  infpir'd, 
"Into  perfeftion  wrought.** 

^  Then  commerce  brought  inta  the  public  walle 
<'  The  bufy  merchant ;  the^big  WSuehoufe  built, 

*♦  Rais'd 
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**  Rais*!!  the  (trong  orane,  choak'd  up  the  loaded  ftreec 
«*  With  foreign  plenty/* 

I  muft  tear  myfelf  from  the  magic  of  this  au- 
thor, or  I  ftiall  tranfcribe  the  whole  paflage, 
and  I  know  you  are  not,  any  more  than  myfelf, 
a  friend  to  long  quotations. 

The  United  States,  you  know,  conlift  of 
feven  provinces  or  counties,  viz.  Holland, 
Utrecht,  Zealand,  Friezeland,Overyflel,Drenthe, 
and  Guilderland,  with  the  furroundiftg  coun- 
tries of  Groninguen,  and  that  part  of  FlanderS, 
known  by  the  name  of  Dutch  Brabant.  Thefc 
provinces  contribute  in  different  proportions 
to  the  fervice  of  the  public.  For  example, 
if  their  High  Mightineffes  wanted  to  raife  one 
hundred  florins  (Guilders)  the  proportion 
would  be  as  follows  :  • 


Florins. 

Holland 58 

Stivers. 

6 

Doits. 
2| 

Utrecht 5 

Zealand 9 

Friezeland  -.-  -  n 

16 

3 
13 

74 
8 

2I- 

Ovcryflel 3 

Drenthe i 

IS 

8 

* 

Guilderland  -  -     5 
Groninguen,  &c.  5 

12 
16 

3 

7 
Florins  ico. 

U3 
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Of  the  feven  counties,  that  of  Holland  ig 
the  moft  powerful  and  flourifhing;  and  accord- 
ingly the  lingle  city  of  Aipfterdam  contributes 
for  the  fupport  of  the  States  niore  than  fixteen 
millions  of  florins  yearly,  Notwithftanding 
which,  it  holds  only  the  fifth  rank,  in  the  Af- 
fembly  of  their  High  MightinefTes,  diftin- 
guifhed  only  by  the  privilege  of  fending  two 
deputies  more  than  any  of  the  other  towns. 
So  much  has  been  faid  of  this  particular  pro- 
.vince  in  my  general  Gleanings,  of  what  re- 
lated to  the  Stadtholder  and  States  General, 
that  we  may  pafs  on  to  the  next  in  order,  after 
.  we  have  noticed  two  points  that  were  omitted 
in  our  former  defcriptions-^the  taxes  and  the 
ftate  of  religion, 

As  to  the  firft,  it  is  certain  there  is  not  a 
country  in  the  zvorld  more  heavily  charged  with 
imports  than  that  of  the  Putch,  efpecially  in 
the  province  of  Hollancl.  Bread,  wine,  beer, 
fifh,  flelh,  fowl,  fruits,  vegetables,  fire,  and  in 
(hort  almpft  every  neceiTary  of  life,  are  all 
onerated,  and  with  a  rigour  as  if  they  were  fp 
many  luxuries.  Thcfe  taxes  amount  to  a  third 
of  the  value  of  the  commodity,  to  be  paid  by 
thofe*  who  fell,  and  confequently  by  thofe  whp 
buy,  a3  the  feller  raifes  the  price  of  each  ar- 
ticle 
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tide  in  proportion.  If  amongfl  the  cavils 
which  were  made  againft  Old  England,  we  are 
to  reckon  thofe  which  proceed  .from  taxations, 
it  may  afford  the  murmurers  fome  confolation 
to  underftand  that  their  near  neighbours  arc 
burthcned  yet  more  feverely  than  themfelves, 
and  that  it  would  be  difHcult  to  mention  a 
fingle  article  which  has  efcaped — ^falt,  foap, 
TOBACCO,  one  of  their  abfolutely  neceflaries,— i 
tea,  coffee,  chocolate,  mailers,  fervants,  carts, 
coaches,  horfes,  affes,  houfe,  and  land,  all  go  to 
the  maintei«tnce  of  the  Republic,  on  a  principle 
of  literally,  y?^/^  ne^ejfity.  The  tax  on  houfes 
au2;inents,  or  diminilhes,  according  to  their 
ficuation,  their  magnificence,  and  the  date  of 
their  eredion. 

In  any  great  emergence,  their  High  Mighti- 
heffcs  levy  the  hundredth,  or  the  two  hundredth, 
part  on  the  whole  property  of  the  inhabitants 
given  on  the  oath  of  each  individual.  The 
duty  on  air  ftamps  is,  in  itfelf,  a  very  great  re- 
venue, and  fo  flridly  guarded,  that  neither  fa- 
vour nor  fineffe  can  find  a  loop-,hole  to  creep 
out,  and  all  contrails,  public  or  private,  not 
made  upon  fiampt  paper,  are  not  only  void, 
but  the  offenders  punifhed  with  all  the  rigours 

u  4  of 
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of  the  }^W^  wiiif  h  rigours,  byche  byc^  aje  fre  • 
quently  put  in  force. 

»       •    .        • 

The  duties  oo  Holland,  as  the  mod  jopulent. 
province,  cpnftitutes.  the  half  of  what  is  pro^ 
duced  to  goviCEmnenirfky  the  whole  of  the  Rcr- 
public  :  and  after  Holland,  the  moft  burthened: 
if  FriQzeland,  then  Zealand.  Wg  have  hcea 
tol(j,  that  during  the  war  with  England,  in 
j6iS5,  they  raifecj  double  %hc  ordinary  rcvje^pe^ 
which  is  allowed  to  he  ne^r.  two  piiUipn^  ftfir- 
14ng;  and  it  h^s  been  faid>  that  on  the  acca- 
fion  of  the  laft.  general  war,  whi^ch  began  in 
1702^  and  ended  in  1713,  they  raifed  near  five 
millions  fterling  every  year,  which  thp  finan- 
ciers of  the  country  affert  is  the  utmoftfiun  jof 
which  the  States  are  capable.  The  proportion 
between  tjiis  Republic^  and  E4?gland,  is  calcu- 
lated as:  five  to  Jft^y^nr!fbfiP  iSj.fyppofing  tlje 
fubjeft  equally  burthened^    .  - 


i  J 


.  But  they  have  favoured  their. great  fptij^pe  of 
tuade  *s  much  a^  poffible,  raifing  rather  by  e3^7 
djfes  than'  cuftoms,  for  fear,  ftys  C^rt^r,  of 
drivi^ig  fo  unftable  a  trayeller  into  other  coun- 
tries. This  indulgence  flaewn  to  what  may, 
properly,  be  called  their  ftaple  cOrnnifldity, 
(:eorrimerce)  is  according  to  a  maxim  of  two 

I  of 


,f 


pf  their  moft  illuftrious  Rqptiblicans.    **  la  ^ 
"  Hollandia  et  Zelandia,    etiam  nuptiis  trU 
"  butum    impofitum ;     fed   ne  mori  quidem 
^  ibi   licet   impune/*    fays   Bynhershoeck. 

Some  articles,  fuch  as  fait,  is  taxed  whether 
confumed  or  not.  All  fales  of  moveables,  com- 
prehending grain,  cattle,  and  all  produce  of 
land,  pay  the  8oth  penny;  horfes  the  12th; 
immoveables  the  40th. 

A  very  ingenious  writer,  by  way  alfo  of  cpn-^ 
foling  the  Englilh  reader,  has  detailed,  and 
y^fith  gr^t  accuracy,  fome  of  the  taxes  I  have 
not  hitherto  noticed. 

For  inftiance.  The  land-tax  is  two  florins 
fixtecn  ftivers  per  acre ;  the  dy^kes  two  flying 
three  ftivers.  and  rent  about  20s.   per  acre. 

Houfes  pay  as  far  as  40I.  fterling. 

One  of  their  moft  Angular  imports  is  what 
they  call  a  collateral  tax^  which  is  a  levy  on  in- 
heritants  out  of  the  dired  line,  laid  in  the  pro- 
vince wherci  the  property^  laot  the  per/on^  of  the 
deceafed  was  lodged.  This  is  fuppofed  to  bring, 

in 
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in  the  courfc  of  a  few  generations,  all  private 
property  into  the  coffers  of  the  public. 

There  is  a  tax  of  2L  per  cent,  on  every  man's 
income,  dated  on  oath.  Wine  pays  an  excifc  of 
3 1.  per  hogfhead.  Small,  beer  50  per  cent, 
another  of  2  per  cent,  on  the  revenue  of  all 
offices,  excepting  thofc  in  the  army.  This  is 
called  Jcmpl  Geldt  i  that  on  income yFamille  Geldt. 

Every  man,  appointed  to  an  office,  muft  buy 
flocks  to  a  certain  amount,  and  tear  the  bonds, 
>?hich  renders  offices  a  kind  of  annuity,  yield- 
ing to  the  purchafer  abouf  12  or  14I.  per  cent. 
This  rax  is  named  Acmpt  Obligaiies^  or  recog* 
nitions. 

All  manufadures,  ufed,  in  the  country,  pay 
exorbitant  charges,  to  fpare  thofe  levied  by  the 
fevcral  admiralties ;  and  the  Dutch  Eaft-India 
Company  pays,  as  a  compenfation  for  its 
charter,  about  36,0001.  fterling  annually  :  but, 
in  addition,  each  fhare  of  6000  florins  pays  480 
florins  annually,  whether -there  is  a  dividend 
m  not. 

The  revenues,  therefore,  if  we  include  what 

is  paid  to  the  feveral  towns  and    corporations, 

may  be  eftimated  at  about  24  millions  of  florins^ 

levied 
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levied  on  a  population  of  about  800,000  fouls  r 
fo  that,  on  an  average,  each  perfon  contri- 
butes about  thirty  florins,  or  two  guineas  and 
an  half  Englifh,  when  exchange  is  mod  in  our 
favour.  An  immenfe  fum,  if  we  confider  place 
and  people;  yet  the  Republic  not  only  fub- 
lifts,  and  moves,  but  flourijhes — not,  however, 
without  heavy  *  murmuring,  as  we  fhall  fee 
prefently.  The  lofles,  we  are  told,  fuftained  by 
their  Eaft  India  Company,  fince  the  year  1780, 
in  confequencc  of  the  rupture  with  England^ 
amounted  to  about  feventy  millions  of  florins^ 
equal  to  about  fix  millions,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  pounds  fl:erling,  reckoning  the  florin 
at  its'ufual  rate. 

Amongfl:  the  different  reports  that  are  made 
of  the  religion  of  the  States,  whether  efl:ablifhed 
or  permitted,  I  find  the  following  account  to 
be  the  beft^,  becaufe  the  trueft. 

The  prevailing  religion,  is,  you  know,  that 
of  Calvin,  though  every  other  fedl  is  tolerated. 
Jews^  Lutherans,  Anabaptifl:s,  &c.  hold  their 
alTemblies,  without  any  interruption  from  the 

Dutch 

*  Its  murmurings  appeared  to  arife  from  the  want  of  a  revo- 
lution.—They  have  got  a  revolution — but  do  their  murmurs 
ceafc  ?     Inveterately  fixed  in  general  habits  and  opinions ;   in 
pol  iticksthey  are  capricious  and  changeable. 
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Dutch  government.  Thofe  of  the  Catholic 
religion  are  the  leaft  favoured,  not  that  they 
are  difturbed  in  the  exercife  of  their  particular 
faith,  but  that  they  have  few  privileges,  and 
thofe  few  at  the  option,  fometimes  at  the  ca- 
price of  the  magiftrates,  who,  more  than  feU 
xJom,  exercife  their  authority  with  tyranny.  In 
the  little  province  of  Drenthe,  for  inftance, 
if  a  Catholic  pried  flays  longer  than  one  night 
at  any  one  place,  it  is  at  the  rifque  of  his  life, 
fo  that  he  is  obliged  to  hurry  over  his  reli- 
gious duties,  and  adminifter  the  facramental 
elements  with  more  hafte  than  is  confiftent 
with  the  nature  of  fuch  pious  ceremonies. 
Even  in  Amfterdam,  where  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics are  in  prodigious  numbers,  they  are 
obliged  to  perform  their  religious  exercifes  in 
private  houfes,  having  no  public  churches  or 
chapels  appropriated  to  their  ufe  in  that  great 
city,  although,  when  they  die,  it  is  permitted 
for  them  to  have  burial  in  the  ground  apper- 
taining to  the  reformed  churches.  It  either 
is,  or  looks  rigorous  in  a  Republic,  avow- 
ing univerfal  toleration,  that,  in  forae 
towns,  the  peopld  of  different  perfuafions  are 
obliged  to  pay  a  very  heavy  tax  for  the  free  con- 
feflion  of  their  faith,  and  even  in  the  pro- 
vinces, where  they  are  treated  with  the  leaft 

afperity, 
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afperity,  the  Dutch  have  an  eye  upon  them  as 
perfons  rather  fuffered  than  deli  red.  The  Ca-^ 
tholic  priefts  arc  conftrained,  moreover,  to 
vtrear  a  fecular  drefs.  In  fpiritual  affairs  they 
had  been  a  long  while  governed  by  an  apoftolic 
vicar,  fent  by  the  Pope,  with  permiffion,  or  ra- 
ther as  you  may  gather  from  what  has  been 
faid,  with  the  toleration,  and  endurance  of  the 
States-General.  The  laft  of  thefc  vicars,  was 
John  Van  Bylvelt,  appointed  by  Pope  Clement 
the  XI.  but  fince  his  deceafe,  which  happened 
in  1727,  they  have  been  under  the  jurifdidlion 
of  a  Cardinal,  or  an  Inter-Nuncio,  who  is  not  a 
little  put  to  it  frequently,  to  fettle  the  differ- 
ences which  fubfifl  either  amongft  themfelves, 
or  the  Dutch  priefts. 

With  refped  to  the  Proteftant  clergy  of  the 
Provinces,  they  are  without  any  fort  of  autho- 
rity in  the  Republic.  All  the  minifters  amongft 
them  are  equal,  and  wholly  independent  on 
each  other.  Neither  at  their  Ecclefiafticai 
meetings,  is  there  any  fort  of  precedence,  ex- 
cept that  of  feniority ;  in  which  cafe,  young 
divines  fettled  in  the  great  towns,  however 
popular  they  may  be  in  other  refpeds,  arc 
obliged  to  give  place  to  the  pooreft  curate  of 
the  pooreft  village,  who  is  of  longer  ftanding 

in 
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in  the  church.  They  know  nothing  of  the 
titular  diftindions  of  biftibp,  fuperintendant, 
or  diredor-general,  in  ufage  amongfl  other 
Proteftant  countries.  Their  appointments  are 
fixed  at  fmall  falaries,  the  greateft  not  exceed- 
ing two  thoufand  florins,  but  they  are  paid  with 
fcrupulous  exadlnefs. 

In  the  United  Provinces  are  admitted  four 
Ecclefiaftical  courts,  the  names  of  which  are^ 
the  Confiftory,  the  Clafles,  the  Provincial 
Synod,  and  the  National  Synod.  The  three 
firfl:  conftitute  the  Ordinary  Aflembly,  and  the 
fourth  is  the  Extraordinary ;  which  is,  there- 
fore, never  held  but  on  great  occafioiis  and 
emergencies.  But  even  in  the  direction  of  all 
thefe,  the  magiftrates  of  each  town  have  very 
confiderable  influence,  whenever  they  think  fit 

to  afl^ert  it.  This,  of  courfe,  as  magifl:rates 
have  always  the  paflions,  and  fometimes  the 
weaknefles  of  common  men,  is  confidered  as 
another  grievance,  inconfiftent  with  that  free- 
dom of  confcience,  of  which  every  wholefome 
ftate,  particularly  one  founded  on  Republican 
^principles,  oiJght  to  be  jealous ;  left,  therefore, 
you  fliould  fuppofe  from  the  intermeddling,  or 
ufurpation,  or  authority,  of  thefe  powerful 
civil  magiftrates,  more  defpotifm  than  is  prac- 

tifed ; 
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tifed ;  I  will  fct  down  the  charader  given  them, 
by  Saint  Evrcnnrond;  becaufc,  after  very  dili- 
gently watching  their  condud,  I  can  affure 
you,  it  i*  not  more  candid  than  juft.  I  have, 
in  a  former  letter,  obferved  to  you,  that  thia 
•writer  took  refuge,  and  became  refidentiary  in 
Holland,  to  avoid  the  Baftile,  with  whofe 
pains  and  penalties  he  was  threatened. 

*'  After  having  lived,  fays  he,  in  the  con- 
ftraint  of  courts,  I  feel  pleafed  at  the  thought  of 
ending  my  days  in  the  liberty  of  a  Republic; 
where,  if  I  have  nothing  to  hope,  I  have  no- 
thing to  fear.  The  magiftrates  here,  deferve 
what  I  ihall  fay  of  them.  You  do  not  lee 
amongft  them  thofe  hateful  diftindtions  which 
are  fo  wounding  to  an  honeft  mind,  confcious 
of  its  own  dignity;  no  ufelefs  pomps  and  va- 
nities of  exterior  which  are  difadvantageous 
to  the  true  ideas  of  liberty,  without  advancing 
fortune.  The  magiftrates  here,  fecure  to  us 
the  rcpofe  of  a  wife  police,  without  expe<fting 
that  miferable  proftration,  which  fullies  the 
benefits  we  receive  from  many  other  govern- 
ments, which,  indeed,  fullies  our  own  nature. 
We  pay  even  too  dearly  for  liberty,  at  leaft 
for  fecurity,  when  we  purchafe  it  at  the  price 
pf  our  manly  principles.     This  is  rarely  the 

cafe 


cafe  with  the  people  in  power  hetcf.  In  tHe^ 
internal  legiflatioir  they  are  ftridt  even-  to  fef^ 
vcrity^;  they:  are  proud  in  their  treaties  with 
other  countries ;  but  it  is  a  pcide-fbuikted  on/ 
the  badi»  of  Repoblican  dignity ;'  but  they  do 
bufinefe  iKfieh  each  other,  and'  entei^  into  ther 
vatrious  interefts  of  their  fellow  citi«en;sl,  wrtifc. 
out  any  abfi^f d*  parade>  or  rdk  expeditions  06 
fuperfluous  homage." 

It  hence  appears,  that  they  maintain  the 
very  difiicult  art  of  blending  power  with 
equality ;  an  art  by  which,  thus  managed^ 
authority  may  be  afferted  without  infolence, 
and  the  prerogative  of  magiftraty  fuppt)rted' 
without  trenching,  o^n  the  honeft  privileges  of 
the  people.  Every  thing  beyond  this  is  con- 
fufion,  tyranny,  andi  fraud,  whether  exercifed 
by  people,  or  rtiagiftrate.  The  world  is  filled' 
with  inftanees,  which,  are,  indeed,  co^dval* 
almoft  with  the  world  itfelf;  and  yet,  my  friend, 
notwithftanding:  them  all,  the  dreadful  times* 
before  us,  Ihew,  that  neither  the  magiftrateSy 
nor  the  people  of  Holland,  or  of  France,  have 
profited  fo  much  as  they  might  have  done  from 
iiich  multitude  of  examples :  or,  at  leaft,  have 
been  able  to  prevent  thofe  exceffes  which  cer- 
tain daring  fpirits,  mixing  with  a  mob,  are 

daily 
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daily  introducing.  The  truth  is,  there  is 
not  fucha  monfter  in  created  Nature,  as  he  who 
fniftakes  the  true  and  adopts  the  falfe  ideas  of 
liberty ;  nor  one  fo  capable  of  doing  mifchief 
to  others  and  to'  himfelf.  Of  this  hereafter. 
Zealand,  now  commands  our  attention.  Its 
extent  is  only  fixty  miles,  yet,  within  that 
narrow  Ipace,  is  contained  eight  capital  towns, 
and  above  an  hundred  villages,  without  count- 
ing the  many,  which,  at  different  times,  were 
deftroyed,  and  fwallowed  by  inundations.  The 
government  is  on  the  footing  with  that  of  Hol- 
land. The  States  of  Zealand  affemble  at 
Middlebourg,  the  capital.  Thofe  States  are 
compofed  of  the  deputies  of  fix  principal 
towns:  but,  though  one  would  think  they 
were  competent  to  try  civil  caufes  belonging  to 
their  own  Province,  all  fuch  are  judged  at  the 
Hague:  yet  they  have  what  is  called  the  Council 
of  Flanders,  compofed  of  nine  Counfellors, 
a  Prefident,  a  Fifcal,  a  CoUedtor,  and  a 
Greffier,  or  Secretary  of  the  Province,  refiding 
at  Middlebourg.  In  times  paft,  the  Zealanders 
diftinguifhed  themfelves  irt  the  wars  with  Spain, 
and  in  various  naval  engagements.  They  are, 
now,  no  lefs  remarkable  for  their  maritime 
commerce,  and  are  a  very  induftrious,  as  well 
as  brave  people.  In  the  ifles  of  this  Province, 
VOL.  ir.  X  flood. 
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ftood,  formerly^  the  town  of  Rommerfwael,  th^ 
very  traecs  of  which  have  been  buried,  long: 
fince^  in  a  watery  grave.     Between  the  years 

iSS^i  ^'^d  i5^3>  ^^  ^*^  fi^  times  laidund^f 
water  by  the  furious  iiitoads  of  the  fea,.  whole 
waves  have  been  kndwn  .  to  rife  twelve  -  fc€|t: 
above  the  higheft  ground,  whereon  the  church 
was  built.  The  towh  houfc  wad,  by  fhcfc  re- 
peated inurtdationsi  Wholly,  undermined.  In 
1634,  the  States  of  Zealand,  which  hacjl,  from 
time  to  time,  advanced  large  fuhid,  by  way  of 
loan,  to  this  unfortunate  town,  (againft  which 
the  ocean  had  fo  ofteH  declared  war)  confidered 
it  as  in  a  (late  bf  bankruptcy;  and^  however 
ridiculous  \i  may  feem,  took  out  a  bill  of  in^^ 
folvcncy^  a^inft  its  miferable  wreck ;  for  they 
converted  the  very  flbnes  of  the  ftrectsy  and  a 
fe^  fcattcrdd  ruins  imd  t  fum  of  mbney,  which 
they  appropndted  a&  creditors;  although  it 
amounted  diily  to  54O  florins,  1 8  ftivers,  about 
eight  and  forty  pound;?;  a  (lender  ^dividend 
amongil  fo  many  rapiclbus  claimants! 

The.  tdeferated  li«ae:port  of  Fliijhing,  is 
fituated  in  this  county.  A  beautiful  arm  of 
the  fea  flows  through  the  Whole  town,  which  is^ 
therefore,  rich  ahd  agreeable;  for  fhips  of 
biirthcn  fiiil  with  their  freights  to  the  very  door 

of 


9f  the  merchant.  Th^  hiftory  of  i w  'revolution 
haying  litcl#  more  th^i>  what  has  been  the  fate  pf 

■ 

ml^pft  every  other  pUce  worth  quarrelling  for, 
t  ihall  p^ft  over,  but  that  you  may  he  no  lofer, 
&a}l  dwell  with  fouder  dclay>  on  what  wijl 
tuiorc  interell  you  than  a  meagre  account  of 
Ytc9:ory  and  defeat. 

jFluihing  13  the  biffk  pkce  of  Admiral 
de  Ruytcr,  of  whom  I  have  already  had  oc^ 
cafion  to  make  honourable  mention.  Have 
you  ever  met  with  the  following  epigram 
written  foon  after  his  de^th,  which  happened 
at  Syracufe,  in  confequencc  of  the  wounds  he 
received  in  an  engagement  with  the  French, 
under  command  of  the  famous  Abraham  du 
<^fne,  before  the  town  af  Aouftc  in  Sicily  J 

Tl^RRui  in  Oceano  jam  folo  nomine  claifes : 
Ter  nunc  in  Siculo  TBilRiTus  ipfe  Rui 

Si  vera  inverfum  quondam  dedit  omina  nomen 
Nunc  Rui-TBR  nomea  verius  omen  habet. 

Of  Abraham  du  Qjjefne,  who  had  the  honour 
of  conquering  De  Ruyter,  there  is  a  curious 
anecdote  that  deferves  mention.  He  was  a 
Norman  gentleman,  and  a  Proteftant,  but  had^ 
neverthelefs,  greater  daims  on  Louis  the  Four* 
teenth,  whom  he  ferved,  than  moft   of   the 

X  2  Catholic 
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and  magnitude  of  his  ferviccs  juftly  entitled 
him  to  the  patronage  of  his  king,  of  whom  he 
follicited  the  dignity  of  Marefchal  of  Fraince. 
Your  religion,  faid  Louis,  ftands  in  the  way  of 
your  appointment  to  that  office.  What!  Sire, 
anfwered  the  Admiral,  I  find  then,  that  though 
my  religion  did  not  hinder  me  from  giving 
your  majefty  my  fervices,  yours  prevents  you 
from  rewarding  them.    * 

As  a  falvo,  the  king  prefented  him  with  a 
very  fine  eftate  in  one  of  the  faireft  parts  of  hig 
kingdom,  and  which  was  raifed  foon  after  to  a 
marquifate,   bearing  the  name  of  Du  Qgefne. 

y  * 

The  remains  of  the  houfe  where  De  Ruyter 
was  born,  is  preferved  with  care,  and  Ihewn  to 
the  traveller  with  triumph/ 

There  is  fome  very  pretty  fcenery  in  Zea- 
land, that  might  furnifh  the  poets,  or  the 
painters,  with  good  landfcapes, 

••  Live  in  dcfcription,  and  look  green  in  fong;'* 

There  are,  alfo,  fome  very  fine  churches  and 
town  halls,  the  beft  of  which  are  thofe  of 
Middleburg,  Trevor,  and  Fluftiing. 

The 
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Th«  next  Province  in  rank  is  Utrecht,  and 
though  one  of  the  fmalleft,  was,  formerly,  of 
fuch  confcquence,  as  to  raife,  and  maintain, 
an  army  of  forty  thoufand  able  men.  In  that 
puiiTant  period  of  its  hiflory,  the  Bilhops  of 
Utrecht  had  it  in  domination,  and  called 
themfelves  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal. 
This  fovereignty  was  given  to  the  Eccleliaftics, 
by  Charlemagne,  the  Emperor,  as  a  reward 
for  their  having  laboured  the  converfion  of  the 
Infidels.  The  rapacious,  or  if  you  will,  the 
viftorious,  Louis  XIV.  at  the  head  of  an  huri^ 
drcd  thoufand  men,  made  himfelf  matter  of  the 
whole  of  this  Province,^  and  of  the  greater 
part  of  Overyflel,  Gueldcrland,  and  Holland, 
in  1672,  in  lefs  than  a  month;  which  gave  rife 
to  the  following  couplet. 

•*  Una  dies-  Lotharos,  Burgundos  hebdomas  una, 
**  Una  doxnat  Batavos  luna ;  quid  annus  erit  ? 

This  has  been  imitated  in  French  thus, 

"^  II  prend  en  un  jour  la  Lorraine; 
•*  La  Bourgoync  en  un  Semaine  \ 

*'  La  Hollande  en  un  Mois, 
••  S'il  fait  la  Guerjrc  un  An,  quels  feront  fcs  exploits  ? 

A  poetical  gafconade,  which  I   fhall  not  aid 
and  ?ibet  by  an  Englifh  verfion,  which  to  you 

X  3  would 


\tould  be  URA^ceiniry  i  and  to  unlearned  f tadSrs 
<>f  no  ufe.  I  offer  it  tft  yota  only  to  fliew  how 
the  poets  of  France,  as  well  as  thofe  of  our  own 
country,  can  proftitute  theii*  art  Jit  the  (hrine 
of  grcatneft ;  and  furthermdrfti  to  obferve,  how 
delighted  greatnefg  fometimes  is  with  little 
things!  It  is  faid  the  flattered  monarch  ^fm 
pointed  the  authoY  of  thefe  adulatory  liftes  l(> 
a  place  in  his  houfchold,  worth  three  thoufand 
livres  a-year!  Th*  vcrfcs  are  not  worth 
three  fols. 

But,  what  yet  more  ftroiigly  exhibits  the  vlu 
nity  of  conqueft,  and'  the  ambitious  avarice  6f 
conquerors,  all  thefe  places  fo  rapidly  fub<» 
dued,  were  as  rapidly,  given  up,  after  tht 
fovereign  had  done  all  the  mifchief  he  could 
by  demolilhing  the  fortifications  and  impo-- 
verifhing  the  people!  Thus  it  is,  that  the 
rage  of  plunder  fucceeds  to  that  of  blood,  and 
that  what  is  begun  by  ambition,  continued  by 
avarice,  and  clofed  in  robbery,  forms  an  hero, 
and  obtains  immortal  honour,  in  military  zffsiirs, 
although  in  civil  ones,  any  one  of  them  would 
conduct  a.mdn  to  the  gallows;  afid  gibbet  his 
name  and  memory^  to  after  times^  as  an  afTaflin 
and  a  thief! 

With 
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With  refpccSl  to  the  capital  of  this  Province, 
fwbich  is  in  the  beaten  road  of  almoft  all 
tntvcHcrs,  and  which  has  been  written  about  by 
fo  many)  you  have,  doubtlefs,  often  read,  and 
heardj  that,  though  it  has  not  one  remarkable 
ftruAure,  except  the  fteeple  of  the  Cathedral, 
of  which  i  fend  you  an  engraving ;   it  has  the 

reputation,  and,  perhaps,  defervedly,  of  being 
one  of  the  moft  beautiful  cities  of  modern 
Europe ;  that  it  is  larger  than  the  Hague,  and 
difputes  with  it  the  palm  of  fafhion  and  ele- 
gance, that  it  commands,  from  fome  of  its 
'  eminences,  fifty-one  walled  towns,  all  being 
within  a  day's  journey^  that  it  has  to  boaft  an 
univerfity,  out  of  which  have  been  given  to  the 
world  fome  of  its  moft  ufeful  and  ornamental 
members;  that  it  was  the  refidence  of  the 
Iq^rned,  pious,  and  humble  Pope  Adrian,  who 
tias,  juftly,  been  called  the  worthieft  Pontiff 

that  ever  graced  the  See  of  Rome ;  and  who 
•was  deemed  by  the  emperor  Maximilian,  the 
only  fit  perfon  to  be  trufted  with  the  edu- 
cation of  his  grandfon,  Charles  the  Fifth. 
Nor  can  you  be  ignorant^  that  this  city  will 
for  ever  be  execrated  by  Britons,  on  account 
of  the  Barrier  Treaty ;  and  no  lefs  reverenced 
Jby,  ;at  leaft,  me  party  -of  Dutchmen  for  the  ce- 
Icbrikted  unkn. 

X4  Of 
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Of  the  firft,  our  Englifli  hiftories  arc  too 
full  for  any  thing  to  be  added,  and  perhaps  it 
is  amongft  the  impolicies  of  government, 
which  it  would  be  as  well  to  forget,  fince  it  is 
not  without  reafon,  politicians,  of  all  countries, 
have  attributed  to  this  treaty  many  of  the  dif- 
graceful  difficulties  Great  Britain  has  fince 
groaned  under,  and  many  which  are  probably 
in  advance. 

Of  the  latter,  though  not  lefs  known  with 
refpeft  to  its  exifience^  I  fhall  refrefli  your  me- 
mory with  a  few  of  the  mod  important  farti^ 
cularSy  becaufe  they  may  be  neceflary  to  illuf- 
trate  fome  of  thofe  caufes  of  the  famous  revo- 
lution which  was  attempted  at  this  time,  and 
whofe  grand  objedt  was  to  fubvert  every  prin- 
ciple on  which  the  union  had  been  eftabliftied, 
with  a  view  '*  to  diminifli,  as  much  as  poflible, 
the  power  of  the  States  General,  to  attach 
the  privileges  of  the  Stadtholder,  to  aflert, 
"  on  all  occafions,  the  independence  of  the 
"  States  of  Holland,  and  to  difrcgard  the  op- 
•'  pofition  of  fuch  Members  of  the  Union  as 
'*  they  fhould  be  unable  to  draw  over  to  their 
"  interefts.*! 

In  One  Thoufand  Five  Hundred  and  Seventy- 
nine,  the   Seven  Provinces,  harrafled,  galled, 

and 
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and  worn  out  with  perpetual  tyrannies,  put  an 
end  to  the  deliberations  of  this  far-famed 
treaty,  which  contained  the  fundamental  laws 

of  the  Republic,  and  may  be  confidered  as  the 
origin  of  the  Conftitution. 

By  one  of  the  articles  it  was  ftipulated,  that 
no  truce  (hall  be  accorded,  no  peace  made,  no 
war  entered  upon,  nor  any  tax,  or  impoft  of 
any  kind  levied,  without  the  unanimous  con 
fent  of  the  Provinces. 

By  another,  that  no  Province,  or  City  fhall 
be  empowered  to  enter  into  any  confederation, 
nor  form  any  alliance  with  the  neighbour- 
ing nations,  or  their  fovereigns,  without  the 
like  univerfal  alTent  of  all  the  States  of  the 
Republic. 

They  were,  moreover,  to  aid,  and  aflift  one 
another  in  all  cafes  againfl:  a  foreign  invader  or 
enemy  ;  they  were  to  be  allowed  the  freedom 
of  a  difference  in  their  religious  ceremonies, 
conformably  to  the  pacification  of  Ctnd ;  equal 
adminiftration  of  impartial  juftice  to  ftrangers; 
as  to  natives  of  the  country ;  to  pay  equal 
taxes  according  to  the  powers  of  each  Province 

at 


2^  that  time  fettled^  on  fair  equ^poifc  of  xiivi^ 
fion^  and  not  to  alter  any  of  the  articles  of  the 
£ud  treaty  without  the  fokmn  cocicurr<ence  of 
sU  the  States  aflembled^ 

■  ■  »  ^ 

The  friends  to  the  Houfe  of  Orange  confi- 
ijer  the  treaty^  out  of  which  I  have  taken  thef(5 
prominent  features,  as  the  facred  portrait  of  the 
public  wealth  and  happineis:  as  that  bleifed 
heptarchy^,  which,  jfo  far  from  degenerating 
into  anarchy,  orders  and  ftrci^tbens  the  link* 
in  the  well-compaded  chain  of  the  Republic. 

Tfee  Dut-ch  patriate  i^evei^thelefc,  fre^entlj 
diflati$(ied,  at  laft  ^projeded^  and  rhad  very 
oetrly  carried  into  execution,  their  faixouxite 
iklCfrations — the  moft  important  of  which  were 
•*  That  the  forms  of  the  prefent  Government 
ihould  continue  to  fubfift,  but  that  the  States 
ihoulfd  become,  in  evijry  xe:^ed:,  completely 
independeni;  of  Jihe  Stadthpldejc  and  that  for 
^hi^s  puspofe;,  he  ij^ould  no  longer  enjoy  a  f^at 
in  any.  of  the  .<:;qUcg^s  ctf  the  RepuWic.  That 
(the  J^egUmtm  ^uld  ibe  aboliflipd.  Th^t  the 
Stadtholder's  4;ight  of  jccommendi^g  candi- 
idatcs  for  ^he  »vacsM^t  m^giftracies  inthc.towns  of 
Holland^  ihoold  ceaie.  That  the  charges  of 
jriie  Stadtholder,  and  Captain-General,  (hould^ 
6  if 


if  poffible,  be  feparated,  and  conferred  on  di£* 
fercnt  pcrfoiis ;  or  that,  at  lead,  the  titles  only 
ihould  be  referved  to  the  Prince  of  Orange^ 
and  the  offices  be  executed  as  in  the  time  of  the 
De  Witts,  by  Deputies  chofen  for  the  purpofe* 
In  general,  that  the  Stadthoider  fhoald  pofTefs 
AK:h  powers  only  as  mightenable  him  to  execute 
the  orders  (f  the  State-*^  fort  of  upper  fervant 
of  the  Republic!  That  the  hereditary  Stadt- 
holderate  fhould  continue  in  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  on  his  acceptance  of  thefe  terms ^  but 
that,  in  cafe  of  his  refufal,  the  different  States 
ihouid  be  at  liberty  to  eled  another  Stadt- 
hoider. 

Of  what  this  plan  was  produftive  at  the  time 
k  was  formed,  and  what  it  mediated  yet  more 
recently  we  fliall  itt  in  their  placed. 

Ah  my  friend,  how  difficulrdt  is  to  prcfcribe 
proper  bounds  to  freedom!  or  rather,  how 
<afy  it  i«  to  prefcribe,  and  how  difficult  to 
follQw  the  rulesi  where  men  arc  determined  to 
♦XA<9:  more,  or  fubmit  to  lefs,  than  therr  na- 
tural rights.  Reafon,  religion,  and  jiiftice, 
eught  certainly  to  be  the  adrve  agents  of  all 
human  government — "  their  ways  are  ways  of 
pleafantqefs,  and  all  their  paths  are  peaoe;" 

nor 
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nor  docs  any  thing  nxorc  fcem  rcquifite  to  ob- 
tain all  the  bleflings  of  their  gentle  and  bene- 
volent fway  than  to  draw  the  true  line  of  dif- 
tindion  betwixt  liberty  and  licentioufnefs.  It 
would  be  well  for  all  perfons  difpofed  to  cavil 
with  their  Governors,  or  with  Governjuent, 
to.confidcr  what  an  able  politician  has  fubmit- 
ted  to  their  confidcration.  "  As  war,  (fays  he) 
"  is  one  of  the  heavieft  of  evils,  a  calamity 
"  which  involves  every  fpecies  of  mifery ;  as 
•'  it  fets  the  general  fafety  to  hazard  ;  as  it  fuf- 
"  ^ends  commerce,  and  defolates  the  country  ; 
*'  as  it  expofes  great  numbers  to  hard(hips,  cap- 
«*  tivity,  and  death;  no  man,  who  defires  pub- 
"  lie  profperity,  will  inflame  general  refentment 
•*  by  aggravating  minute  injuries,  or  enforcing 
"difputable  rights  of  Jittle  importance:"  an4 
with  refpeft  to  Liberty^  it  is  not,  as  my  learned 
and  excellent  friend,  Mr.  Potter,  obferves,  "  a 
"  fickly  exotic,  wifed  in  a  foreign  hotbed  of 
«'  fcdition,  and  watered  with  human  blood ;  but 
"  like  our  oak,  a  native  of  our  ifland,  rooted 
•*  in  its  foil,  raifed  to  its  .magnificent  growth 
**  by  thegenial  air  of  the  climate,  and  preferved 
"  in  everlafting  vigour  by  our  free  conftitu- 
"  tion.**  Nor  can  I,  in  this  place,  refufe  to 
join  the  virtuous  fentimcnts  of  the  gr^at  and 
good  man  from  whom  I  have  gleaned  this  beau- 
tiful 


tifiil  image ;  laihd  moft  heartily  rejoice  with  fiiVn 
that  thc'public  fpirit  is  how  roufed,  not  only 
to  deJFehd  -thelc  bleflihgs  ab  liomej  biit  to  re- 
ftore  theift^  afii'bad^'lTie' public  faith  is  no^ 
engaged  to  proteft,  not  only  t)tir  allies;  but 
oui^  enemife^  (evert' thofe^  whdbear  us  art  alrtioft 
Heredifeiry'hSitey'againft'  the^nfldibus  artifices, 
and  hoftilfe  attacks  of  atheifticil,  ferocious,  and 
fanguiriary  ruffians,  'whd  M'vc  violated  every 
faw  human  aMiii'vihe/ahd  declared  war  againft 
all  mankind : 

**  Havock,  and  (jpoil^  and  ruin  ait  their  gain.*' 

But  happily  the  "  fcientific  principle,"   which 
hath  been  held  out  as  the"  polar  ftar/'  by  which 
the  veflcl  of  the  State  was   to  be  guided  in  a 
bolder  navigation,  to  difcover,   in  unexplored 
regions,  the   treafures  of  public    felicity,   is 
found  to  be  a  meteor  whofe  baleful  glare  has 
led  thefe  wretched  pilots  todafh  it  againft  a  rock 
in  a  tempefluous  fea,  where  it  mufl  inevitably 
ji^rifh,  without   God  himfelf  delivers  it  from 
the  danger-~the  God  of  armies,    whofe  red 
right  arm  this  unhappy  people  feem  particu- 
larly to  h^ve  called  forth.     What  other  atro- 
cious  deeds  are  deflined  to  fill  up  the  meafure 
of  their  guilt,  we  muftleave  to  that  Almighty 
Power,  who,  as  in  the  dreadful  example  be- 
fore 
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fbreus^i  ''arifcth  to  fhakc  terribly  the  earth  i*- 
and  whether  it  is  by  peftil^nce^  by  eartbquake$| 
by.  ftorm  and  tempeft>  or  by  the  fword  aa4 
f^jcrceneft  of  mani  we  niull  adopt  t)fe  .<;rettd  of 
this  degraded  natipn,  ere  we  c^  cc^ff  to  ^^ 
];ieve  ajlthefe  are  delegated  by .  99 ;  o$en(}e4 
God  r  but  how  ^r  th&commi()[ifj{i:  tp  -d^lbo)! 
extends, .  we.  cannot  Icnow,  Tlw .  ..FiT??ichr  f^p^ 
pear.almofl^  to  liave  exhaufted  the  wide  and 
capacious  powers  of  biimafi  iayejatlpn  to  d<» 
evil. 


•      •  >  •  a     «    «  1 


But  all  this  is  anticipation.  How  have  I 
been  led  into  it  ?  Againft  my  own  purpofed 
intent  too— -of  refferving  what  I  have  to  offer  on 
thefe  fubjedis  to  a  more  convenient  fqafon,  af- 
ter I  have  done  With  themes  of  peace.  It  iis^ 
indeed,  difficult  to  do  this  in  the  midftof  cdh- 
tinoal  alarms,  which  threaten  hot  ortly  the  in- 
fatuated  people  to  whom  thefe  obfervations  are 
ihore  immediately  applicable,  but  every  other 
government,  and  all  thofe  well-ordered  efta- 
btiftiments  amongft  men,  which  the  wifdom, 
labour,  and  patriotifm  of  ages  liave  ihftituted. 
"Rdfiirn  witfH  me  to  the  Province  6f  Utrecht ; 
there,  at  the  tombs  of  the  learned  and  wife,  the 
great  and  good,  \tt  us  get  knowledge  and  un- 
derftanding* 


The 


The  td>irn  of  Otrecht^  you  know,  TTas  cither 
thcbirtftojt-  burial:  pliicc  of  many  illuftrious 
men,  pairtidillafriy^  the  two  Arrmans,  Graeviui 
an*Graehovius';  of  alM^Htim  ftrangers  dre  fterri 
fliewiithe  fea^s,.' where  ^*ii6bly  pehfive  thejr 
fat  and  thoiight  J*"'  thepliteis:  U^herethejr  Hvedi 
arid  wliert  they  ilOWfleep' 'tfte  fledp  df  deatW 
Graevius,  of  i*rhom  the  i^  riaiirre' Tm  Gra 
taught  politicks,  clbtjuen6ef,  nAd  hiftoiy,  in  thU 
uniVcrfity  upwards-^  it'  f6tVf  ytars.  Hiis  great 
work  (the  "  Treafures  of  Ancient  Rome/itk 
Antiqiiities,  &c/*)  is  an  immenfe  collefticiti 
of  different  pieces  upon  the  laws,  cuftonis,  and 
inanners  of  the  Romans,  in  thirteen  volumes 
folio,  and  written  in  conjundion  with  GraN.. 
novius,  Profeflbr  of  Belles  Lettres  and  G^o-^ 
graphy.  Of  thefe  great  men;  as  well  as  Of 
their  friend  arid  fcholar  Peter  Burman,  our 
Literary  Atlas,  Samuel  Johnfon,  has  fpokeii 
in  high  terms.  Ohe  of  the  qualities,  fays  thi 
Dodtor,  which  contributed  eminently  to  qua** 
lify  Grasvius  for  an  inftrudor  of  youth  wai 
the  fagacity  by  which  he  readily  difcovered  the 
predominant  faculty  of  each  pupil,  and  the  pe^ 
culiar  de'fignation  by  which  nature  had  allotted 
him  to  any  fpecies  of  literature,  and  by  whidh 
he  was  footi  able  to  determine  that  Peter  Bur- 
man  was  remarkably  adapted*  to  claflicai  (la- 
dies^ 
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dies,  and  to  prcdid  the  great  advances  he  would 
make  by  induftripufly  purfuing  the  diredion 
of  his  genius.  On  the  other  hand,  animated 
by  the  encouragement  of  a  tutor,  fo  celebrated 
as  Graevius,.  Peter  Burman,  by  continuing  the 
vigour  of  his  application,  fulfilled  his  mailer's 
prophecy ;  and  it  has  been  aflerted  that  he  had 
palled  honourably  and  fairly  through  the  claffes, 
and  was  admitted  into  the  univerfity,  at  the  age 
9f  thirteein.  His  biographer  allows  this  to  be 
fo  ftupendous  a  progrefs  as,,to  furpafs  the  li- 
mits of  all  probability  r  of  which,  indeed-, 
every  man  muft  be  fenfible,  who  confiders  that 
it  is  not  uncommon  for  the  higheft  genius  in 
our  country  to  be  entangled  for  ten  years  in 
thofe  thorny  paths  of  literature  which  Burman 
1ft  reprefented  to  have  pafled  in  lefs  than  two. 
But  this  prodigy  has  been  cleared  up  very  fa- 
tisfaSorily  by  the  following  obfervatiom  In 
the  univerfities  of  foreign  countries,  they  have 
profeffors  of  philology  or  humanity,  whofc 
employment  is  to  inftrudt  the  younger  clafles 
in  grammar,  rhetoric,  and  languages ,-  nor  do 
they  engage  in  the  ftudy  of  philofophy,  till 
they  have  paffed  through  a  courfe  of  philo- 
logical ledtures  and  exercifes,  to  which,  in 
fome  places,  two  years  are  commonly  allotted. 
Whereas  the  Englifh  fchemc   of   education, 

which. 
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%hich,  with  re^rd  to  stcademical' ftudiesi  is 
hiore  vigorous,  and  fets  literary  honours  at  a 
higher  price  than  that  of  any  other  country, 
cxswfts  from  the  youth,  who  are  initiated  in  our 
colleges,  a  degree  of  philological  knowledge, 
fufficicnt  to  qualify  them  for  ledhires  in  phi- 
^lofophy,  which  are  read  to  them  in  Latin^ 
and  to  enable  them  to  proceed  in  other  ftudies 
without  alliftance  ;  fo  that  it  may  be  conjee-^ 
tured  that  fiurman,  it  his  entrance  into  the 
univerfity  of  Leydeii,  had  no  fuch  Ikill  in 
languages,  nor  fuch  ability  of  cdmpofition  as 
are  frequently  to  be  met  with  in  the  higher 
clafles  of  an  Englifh  fchool;  nor  was,  perhaps, 
at,  that  time,  more  than  moderately  (killed 
ill  Latin,  and  taught  the  firft-jcudiments  of 
Greek* 


« «     #« 


;  .The  next  objedl  is  Frie^eland,  which  has 
always  maintained  a  kind  of  rivalfhip  with  the 
province  laft  cbnfidered.  It  is  a  feigneufie^ 
containing  a  circuit  of  five-and -forty  leagues. 
The  inhabitants  have  been,  at  all  times,  war- 
like and  jealous  of  their  liberties.  Originally 
they  had  a  Roman  education,  which  may  ac- 
count for  this  ardent  amor  patria^  having  ferved 
under  the  emperors  Tiberius  and  Nero,  both 
VOL.  ir.  Y  of 
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of  whom  looked  on  them  as  the  beft  and  fcraveft 
foldier8  of  Germany.  ": 

It  mtfft  be  conrfeiired,  however,  that  their 
^arly  hiftbry>  like  that  of  moft  other  nations, 
h  involved  in  fables  r  and  they  trace  their 
princes  in  pretended  and  pompoue^ucceflion, 
from  the  time  of  Alexander  the  Great. 

Their  name  is  derived  from  their  firft  prince, 
•  Frifon,  Av9io^arme  from  Afia  three  hundred  J  and 
thirty  y^rs  before  the  birth  of  our  Saviour. 


t  • 


This  provirice  was  afterwards  erected '^ritb 
;a  monarchy,  and  then  un3er  the  fway  of-  gbf- 
*  vernof s.    It  afterwards  tame,  by  right  of  'cdii- 
qucft,  to  a  brother  of  a  Prince  of  Orange ;  aftd 
two    years  after  the  famous  ^  pacification   of 
'Xjhent/iYi  i$:j^,  it  was  inftfexed,  by  a  kJrid  of 
Unicin  i^eftmbliilg  that  of 'England  and'Swt- 
^land,  to  tKfc  States  6f   Holland.      Th^  fiitk 
iSmdthblder  of' this  province  was  ia  brothet  c/f 
William,  th^c' celebrated  founder  of  the 'Re- 
public. •' 

Trie^eldnd  Is  out  of  the  *beaten  and  popiito 
;tra^kt)f 'travellers,  although  "there  is  not  any 
"of  the  feven  provinces,  my  friend,  which  has; 

more 


more  claim  to  their  curiofity.  An  EfigUfhmim 
in  particular  will  here  find  himfelf  at  home. 
The  face  of  the  country ,  the  general  mariners 
of -the  peqple,  their  modes*  of  livings  and  <heir 
very  language  affimilates  to  Great  Britain. 

The  meadow  ground^/ond^etty  inclbfurtf^, 
perpetually  remind  an 'Englifti  tt^vftller  of  Ms 
native  grounds  ;  and  the  arable  land  is  fo  fa- 
Tvourable  to  the  :gif^  <>f  Certis,  fthat-whac^  in 
-thefe  iron  d^y^,-ieemK  ia  pofstictfl  %ure^'  ds  a  li- 
teral truth  in  Friezeland^  i 

■  ■  ■    •  ■ 

....  .    .  <    ■.  •  -  i  , 

**  Where  ev'iy  xop4  of;  ground  roaintaiiu  kisixaan/'.      . 

■  .  ■ .  •       .  I       . 

-■       ■    -  ...  J      ■  . 

The  foil  is  fo  grateful  to  the  JaJbour  t)f.  the  huf- 
bandman^  that  it  returns  his  corn « efpecialljr  his 
wheat  an  hundred  fold ;  and  it  is  not  jnore  re- 
markable for  quantity  than  quality.  .  The  oats 
are  alfo.  admirable.;  to  which  may^  perhaps^  be 
in}puted  the  peculiar  growth  and  ilrength  of 
the  horfes  that  are  bred  and  nourifbed  here. . 

I  was  gleaning  this  province,  when  warlike 
preparations  were  making  for  the  prefent  dif- 
putc,  betwixt  France  and  the  reft  of  the  uni* 
verfe  ^  and  an  order  of  the  States  for  five  hua^ 
dred  horfe  was  executed,  to  the  fatisfadtion  of 

y  2  the 


:  the  Commiflioner,  in.  cight-and-forty  hours* 
The  FrjictfcjandcrsJive  in  thd  moft  pcrfcdl  good 
fellowfhip  with  each  othct^  and  having  good 

lihoufcsy.  good  horfes,  good  property,  and  good- 
naturCi^  art  attmce  healthy,. happy,  and  focial; 
and  what  in  a  province  of  Holland,  or,  now- 

,  a-dayS  in  any  country,. is  not  iefs  remarkable, 

,^it^iey  are  wholly  ..e3^empt:fr6m;tythes. 


f .  Whcfn  you  villt  this  province,  let  ftie  direct 
your  ft^p^  to  4y/^wr/>/,  the  moft  ancieiit  town 
of  Friezeland,  and  faid*t6b^- built  a  year  after 
the  birth  of  Chrift.  It  is  indebted  for  its  name 
to  the  idol  StaVon,  and'is  veFy-  ciirioufly '  fitu- 
atcd  upon  a  point  of  the  gulph  of  the  Zuyder- 
Ttea;  dppofite  ixy  Hfaflaiid^^  Innumerable' fand- 
banks  iniicft-.the  coafVi  inafnruch,'  that  when 
^%a*ft%r'ebb,  many  of'therta  are  vifible;  ef* 
petiiailly  one;"Concierning'-^hich  there  is  an 
anecd'oti,^-thatI  IhaHl  commhr*  to  your  credu- 
lity;  This  hink' is  ciUcS  I' Fnmwenland  fwi- 
dow'sland)  liec'aufe'  the  fuperftition  goes  that 
a  rich  widow  threw  into  this  place  a  great  quan- 
tity  of  ctorn,  which 'fhS  had  avaricioufly  fore- 
flalle'd,  and  hf<Japed  up*  in*  a  time  of  general 
fcarcityi  and*  i^hich  Hit  wanted  the  generofity 
t6r''givie,^^qr|eveh  the  jiiffice  to  fell  tb^  her 
fifar'vlng  'ricrghbours.  Now,  although  the  grain 
^  7  thus 
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thus  fquandered  away  wis  'deftroyed/  it  was 
not,  it  feems,  fuffei^ed  to  bediffipated,  cven'by 
the  devouring  waves  ;  but  was"'6rd'ered  by'fhc 
powfcr,  who  •'  rules  old  Ocean,  ahd  direds  ihic" 
florm/'  to  remain  a  monument  of  his'^wrdth,' 
and  embarrafs  the  haven^  where  this  guilty  ac- 
tion  was  committed;  ferving,  at  the  fame  time, 
as  a  ieffon  to  the  hard-hearted  !     ^ 


♦  *  ■'',". 


About  three  miles^  from:  Stavfer^n  is'MpI- 
quern,  where  they  fpeak  a  jargon  fcarce  intcl-' 
ligibie  to  the  moft  expert  linguiftsof  Friezeland, 
and  where  the  houfes  ^are  fdparated  ^  frbiii 
each  other  in  a  manner  fo  truly  whimfical,  that 
a  ftranger  finds  himfelf  more  in  want.  of.  a 
clue,  than  if  he  were  threading  the  maze^'of 
Rofamorid's  bower.  On  your  entrance  into 
the  town,  you  will  be  vifited  by  a  guide,  who" 
will  condudt  you  through  the  windings  of  this' 
meandering  town.  The  drefs  of  th€  people, 
and  the  architefture  of  the  place,  leads  brie  to 
fuppofe  they  are  of  Saxon  origin. 


V      •- » 


The  province  of  Over-yffel,  follows,  in  order,' 
that  of  Friezeland,  There  is  a  tradition  that* 
the  Salique  law  was  firft  inftitiited  in  that  part  • 
of  Over-yffel  called  Zallant, — ttgreeable  to' 
which  pretenfiorj,  one  of  the  moft  imiportant' 

y  3  articles 
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articles  of  that-  law^  rcfpcaing  Sen  znd  landk 
tenures,  is,  ftiU  fo  feiigiouliy  cbfcrvcd^  rhaL 
efiates-  of  the  above  defcription  are  always  ciw 
failed .  upon;  heirs,  male,  to  the  excLifion  of 
females.   .- 

I  cannot  recommend  to  you  inany.  things  ij| 
this  province^  either  curious  or  beautiful ;  buc 
if  you  pay  it  a  palling  viiit,  you  m  ill  not  £ul 
to.  make  the  town  of  j&wol  amojigft  yjour  ex- 
curfion$>  becauie  near  it  the  virtuous  Thomas  a. 
Kempis  lived  and  died.  I  wa$  aiTurcd  that  he 
there  wrote  his  juilly  valued  Imitauon  oC 
Chrift. 

In  tfic  beginning  of  the  year  171 8,  was  CQtt- 
du£led  into  Zwol  a  wild  girl,  who  was  found 
in  the  woods  of  Cranenboutg.  She  was  about 
eighteen,  yea«rs.of  age>  and,  except  a  trufs  o|! 
ftraw  round  her  wa,ift,  war  entirely  naked*^  She 
fpokf .  a  jargon,  which*  neither  ,tfae  learned:  men 
of  the  provincci  nor  the  geafants  undcrftood. 
Her  nourifhment,  even  after  civilization,  was 
hcrb^,  rflots,  spd  Iwycsr  of  trees.  She  was 
difcovered  by  the  CQuntiy  people  many  months 
before  ftc  ^was- ^Jfught^  as  ftie  ran  with  incre- 
dible fpcc^,  and  took  refuge^  in  the  recefies  of 
the  foiTofti  che:  tacmeni:  ihe  was.purfu^>ftnd[  was 


at  Ja:ft  takcn.^only  by  ftratagem.  N<ts  an4 
trap^  were  laid  an<J  fet  for  her,  and  in  one  of 
thefe  fhe  was  entangled.  When  caught;  fljj?. 
manifeded  a  gentle  and  docile  dirpofition,  arid 
recommended  herfelf  fo  much  to  the  perfons 
who.  bad  her  itt  charge,  that  thp  magiftrates  of 
Zwol  became . inter^fted  for  her;  j|n4  in  tha 
hqpc  of  throwing  fome  light  oji  her  hiftory^ 
advertifed  her  (hape,  features,  8fc.  wjth  fuch 
exadnefsj  that  it  came  out  a  widow  woman  of- 
Antwerp  had  loft  her  only  phild,  a  d.aughter, 
whofc  perfon  aad  age  snfwered  to  that  of  the 
wild  girl  of  the  woods.  Sfri^ck  with  the  Qmi^ 
litude,  the  widow  haftened  to  Z^;olj,  a,nd  at  the 
firft  glance  recognized  her  offspring/  who  tes- 
tified, on  her  part,  no  lefs  natural  affedion  to-- 
wards  her  mother, .  to  whofe  protedlion  (he 
was  delivered,  and  with  whom  (he  palTed  many 
years  in  filial  piety,  the  wonder  and  pity  of 
innumerable  witnefles  to  her  Angular  fate,  and 
as  fingular  good  qualities — the  growth  only 
of  fimple  nature. 

The  Seign^urie  of  Groninguen  was  anciently 
4  part  of  Friezeland,  from  which  it  is  now  di-^ 
vided>  both  with  refpedt  to  government  and 
laws.  Confidered  as  a  feparate  province,  it  i^ 
of  np  great  extent,  comprehending  in  its  terri- 

Y  4  toi'y 
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tory  only  the  land  lying  between  the  rivers 
Een  and  Lawer.  This  is  fufficiently  fertile, 
^lid  the  chief  town,  which  gives  a  name  to  the 
whole  county,  is  rich,  large,  arid  flouriftiing ; 
in  which  defcripti'on,  indeed,  niay  be  com- 
pnfed  the  general  chara^er  of  the  towns  of 
Frie^eland,  to  which  may  very  truly  be  addedj^ 
the  beauty  of  %ht  M^omen,  it  being  difficult  to 
meet  a  Friezelander  female,  who  has  not  fpme 
claim  to  admiration  on  the  fcorp  of  her  per-? 
Ibnal  attradlions^  which  perhaps  derive  fome 
advantages  from  apifturefque  manner  of  hcad- 
(drefs,  calculated  to  give  an  effed  to  an  inridrt. 
cent  and  delicate  countenance. 

We  come  now  to  a  very  diftinguiflied  part 
of  the  United  States — namely,  the  beautiful 
and  valuable  province  of  Guelderland* 

« 

.11  ^, 

Geographers  ipfift  that  this  is  the  country 

formerly  inhabited  by  the  people  whom  Juliiis 

Caefar,  in  his  Commentaries/  hs^s  mentioned, 

under  the  names   of  th^   Menapii^  Ufipetes, 

Gugerni,  and  Sicambri.     Befi^les   the  county 

of  Zutphen,  Guelderland  confills  pf  t^^eiity-two 

cpnfiderable  towns,  and  more  than  three  hun- 

drefl  villages.     It  has  already  been  under  the 

governme;^? 
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government  of  Signiors,  Counts^  Dukes^  and' 
Chancellor*. 


■         ■  i    . 


In  point  of  ajr>  water,  and  elevation'  of 
country,  it  lifts  itfelf  pre-eminently  above  any 
of  th?  United  Ptovincesi  and  a  traveller,  aftfer 
refiding  at  the  rcftj  will  regale  himfelf  in 
Guelderland,  and  gratulate  himfelf  on  the  ex- 
change. I  have  trod  and  re- trod,  at  different 
times,  every  part  of  it  with  pleafure,  and  am 
again  preparing  to  pay  it  a  vilit ;  the  particu-,. 
|ars  of  ^hich  fhall  be  in  due  place  imparted 
to  you. 

The  dutchy  of  Guelderland  is  connefted  with 
the  county  of  ^uphen,  as  dependencies  of  the 
States  General.  Although,  as  I  have  before 
pbferved,  the  province  of  Holland  is  the  moft 
powerful,  that  pf  Guelderland  is  confidered  as 
deferving  to  take  the  lead,  as  to  elegance, 
health,  and  fertility,  or  rather  imagery  of  coun« 
try.  The  capital  towns  are  Arnheim  and 
Nimeguen,  of  both  which  my  promifed  future 
fccoimcs  will  iqplude  ^  d^fgription* 

At  prefent  the  weather  relents,  the  world  of 
ice  yields  to  a  genial  tl^w  that  has  been  gently 

unbinding 


uftbincUo&^lic  ficoft  for  fomc  days  ;  the  flyicci 
once  more  open  a  paffagc  for  the  Trechfcuyte-,. 
in  one  of  which  I  ftiall  to-morrow  morning 
ftl>  o£^  :fc)r  l-cydcn,  hut  not  before  I  have  ex- 
prj^fled  pry  hopes,^  that,  my  flay  at  Rotterdam 
IWi  been  produjflive  pf  fpmp  amufement  and 
ififoqiQ^uon.  The  poft  ^W4it$  my  pacquet^^ 
fm^Lppiiftfay^di?)!.. 


1 
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TO    TH£   SAME. 

being  for  long  weatben-bQitml 
in  atpwn»  I  found  a  trip  by  watei<  quite,  a  rc^ 
lief,  which  was^  perhaps^  fiqt.a  liul^  al^fted  by: 
the  compani(Hi&  of  pny  voyage ;  for  the  fchuyt 
M?as  fertile  of  charadlens^,  amongft  which  waj» 
a  Dutch  lady,  who,  hnving  at  leatft  twice 
doubled  the  matrimonial  Gape  of  Good  Hope^ 
9nd  ji^ft  efcaped  the  rocks  of  defperate  yiigx.- 
mtyr  was  going  to  beftow  her  hand  oa  a  per-r 
fpn  who  ft  ill  thought  either  it,  or  the  weight 
9i  gelt  (money)  it  brought,  an  objed:  of  ef- 
poufal.  Shjc  refided  at  a  village  in  the  wajr  to 
Leydeny  and  had  been,  at  ^tterdam  to.pur-^ 
jchafe  finery  for  her  brklals  Thp  company 
virere  foon  amufed  with  a  fight  of  the  a^iticles, 
Twhich  fhe  difplayed  with  an  oftentation .  thaf 
^ewed.hd"  vanity  both  a^  to  property  and  per- 
son ;  and  it  is  often  lucky  for  the  poiTeflbr^,  that 
vanity,  like  love^  is  blind,  otherwife  this  good 
|ady  would  have  feen,  that  neither  her  perfon  or 
property  were  juft  objeds  of  critical  obferva* 

*  J  . 

tion. 
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tion;  the  one  being  coarfe,  ^nd  the  other 
paltry.  It  would  have  highly  delighted  you, 
who  have  a  corre(5l  tafte,  to  have  been  an  eye- 
"witnefs  of  this  fplendid  vulgarity.  The  im- 
menfe  bracelets,  the  ponderous  ear-rings,  the 
feven-fold  necklaces,  befludded  with  huge 
Ihining  ftones  of  many  colours,  indeed  of  all 
hues  but  the  gentle,  modeft,  and  retiring  ones. 
But  far  above  the  reft,  ^^  fiiperior  and  alone,** 
on  a  head  made  into  a  thick  pafte,  with  pow- 
fjcr  and  pomatum,  (hone  forth  a  mafly  hair- 
pin, of  rofe  diamonds,  which,:  inftead  of 
being  airily  fattened,  feemed  nailed  to  her  fore- 
head, on  each  fide  of  which  ftuck  a  couple 
of  new  coquet-temple-patches,  *'  round  as  a 
Ihicld/*  of  the  fize  of  an  Englifh  half-crown, 
and  fpreacjing  to  the  very  eye-brow. 

When  you  have  fufficiehtly  admired  theft, 
I  will  call  your  attention  to  four  tawdry  rings, 
ornamenting  four  ugly  brown  fingers,  which 
rile  amiable  owner  of  them  difplayed  as  if  they 
had  been  fliaped.by  the  goddefs  of  fymmetry* 
Jt  is  not  eafily  pofllble'  to  fee  a  worfe  affbrted 
^fuite '  of  decorations  upon  a  more  inelegant 
form  ;  and  ftill  more  difficult  would  it  be  for 
any  body  to  have  a  better  opinion  of  either  that 
form^  or  of  thofe  decorations,  than  the  fair  ob- 


jed   to  whom  ihiy/.bclca%gcd.     Hovr  fbrta-^ 

hacely  it  is  orddred,  that^aur  very  awkwardneffes 

are  thus  coaverted  into  dbjedls  cjf  happj[fiid&, 

by  our  felf-ldve,  and  that- nothings  more  fecms 

.  hccefiary  to  the  felicity  o if  the  inelegant,  tham 

'  that  (whatever  may  biq  another** .  idea  of.  their 

■  taftc  or  attradions)  they  ihould*  be  upotl  tht 

beft  terms  With  themfelves.     Hence  wh^c  yoyi 

may  contemn  as  vulgar^  and  regret  as  ;ui>fit.for 

the  fafhion  of  the  hour,  is  appreciated  by  con- 

-ceit,  and  thought  to  be   botK   beautiful  and 

becoming*    A  well-bred  perfon,  on  the  con- 

■trary,  is,  for  the  fake  of  hi^  aiibciates,  often 

obliged. to  facrifice  even  his  vanity;  at  leaft: 

his   vanity  depends   mbre  on  others  than  oa 

hinjfelf,   and  cannot  be  gratified  without  the 

approbation  of  the  refined  part  of  the  world ; 

concerning  which  honeft  ill-bred  vulgarity  is 

altogether  carelefs,  unlefs  the  applaufes  of  the 

world  happen  to  concur  with  the  eftimatc  it 

forms  of  itfclf.  ^  \ 


' , ' " 


Our  Dutch  *  virgin,  however^  in  her;  own 
adornment,  did  not  forget  to  accommodate  heir 
intended  bridegroom,  whofc.tafte,  fhe  aflurcd 
us,  Ihe  had  confulted  no  lefs  than/  her  own  (a 
lucky  fimilarity  you  will  fay)  in  the  choice 
of  her  decorations.    But  to  demonftrace  in  a 

more 


334  t^ttANiwcs,  &?>; 

more  pauticular  tnatntier^  her  loving  ktndnctfs 
towards  him,  fhe  now  ihewcd  her  feUow-psif^ 
Cengers  a  curious  tobaccq-pipc^  Qf  the  fineft 
porcelain,  on  whi(?h  wii^  ^bepainted,  ih  -glaring 
colours^  a  dowdy  Yoniw,  and  a  fquahby  pair 
of  Cupids,  the  one  takii^  fnufF;  and  the  others 
fcndingtheir  whifFs  at  one  another.     Of  this 
inftrument    the  ftopper   was   filver,   and  the 
chain,  to  which  it  was  attached,  of .  :tfae  ^amc 
ihetal  <  and  that  the  gift  might  ht  ^omplete^ 
our  ancient  maiden  had  bought  a  'china  ♦fpit^ 
ting  bflfon,  on  which  alfo  was  depidbd  certain 
emblems  of  her  delicate  paflion.     How  few  df 
our  Engli'ih  maidens  would  have  thus  admi- 
•niftered  to  the  accompliftiments  of  their  lovers. 
A  tobacco-pipe  a'nd  fpitting-box  as  a  nuptidl 
gift!    Profit,  ye  votaries  of  the  belle  paffion^ 
by  the  example. 

-  -A/droll  fellov^,  who  fat  on  the  cppofite  fide, 
malignly  affured  me,  that  about  a  twelvemonth 
ago,  he  had,  under  the  favour  of  Providence, 
got  rid  of  the  halter  with  which  the  fair  Hol- 
lander was  about  to  hang  hedfejf.  All  this 
time,  two  Dutchmen,  who  embraced  each  other 
at  nbdlr  firft  entrance  into  the  boat,  and,  in 
^ken.'o£  good  feliowtfibip,  lighted  their  pipe$ 
by  jotoing  the  bowtls^  and  whif&ng  at  each 
$  other^ 


<jtt*r,  At  in  fbi:  ftribus  faiokingi  'wihife  't#D 
elderly  ^oweti  r^led  ^teh-  tioftrite '  with  a  oUb 

believe  a  ^(Swn-  wwiis  -misre  ^dben  itnbinj^ 
^  four  tdtittug  tthe  wh oAe  V6y);g^ 

*  .  .  '       •    *      * 

'Refoivftd,  if  pdffib'te,  to  iir^f^  Ttefe  muteb 
Iftto  coiwerfeiian,  I  iried  tliehi-o^  evWyfiib- 
)eiEt  I  %Ko(igtit  9nDft  Jitcety  1to  teaS  HM^fti  «if«b 
dHbourft ;  tifat>  ^6  if  it  were^  |>i^euAeR»mkied 
thing  neithiJr  itiD  fpeak  to 'eafch  other,  Mr  1^ 
body  elfe,  all  I  faid  to  the  two  fmokers  only 
produced  ^  v^niore  than  ordinary  whiff  in  xtny 
fa^cej  and  in  return  for  ray  courtefy  to  the  fey 
ffiailes,  I  r^eived  only  the  'effluvia  of  a  ^€& 
pinch  of.-fnuff,  which  fet  me  a  fn^eziag*  i 
was  I  therefore  ,glad  to  let  them  take  their  own 
way,  and  indeed  ffound  their  mute  ftate  mpri^ 
f^pportable  thani  their  converfation  andits  acit 
compam|»e|its.  We  reajqhed  Leaden  at  ja^hc 
ilated  JiQur^  and  took  diiSsT'ent  way^^^ .  perh^jp;^ 
mutualiyHdiflatisfied. 

Refpe&ing  this  town,  it  is  ib'much  amongft 
the  common  obje<fbs  of  defaription,  that  I  'ihgU 
ycfer  you  to  any  one  of  the  many  ^oks  which 
have  treated  of  it  for  ih^  brick ;andfn$rtarpat^ 
ticulars,  as  I  (hall  tboie  of -the  ili*!!  igre^er  city 

'  of 
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Tttott  ptfticular  nutaster^  her  lav'toig  ktndneffs 
towards  him,  fhe  ticnV  ihewcd  W  fcWow-paf- 
Angers  a  curipu^  tobactq-pipc^of  the  fineft 
pordelain,  on  whi(?ii  i«i^  ibcpairttcd,  lA  -glaring 
xoloiorsv  ;a  dcwdy  Yonws,  aiid  -a  fquahby  pair 
irf :Cti|)ids,  the  one  takii^  fnufF;  and^the  others 
'^fonding^theirwhifFs  at  one  another*.  Of  this 
inftrument  the  ftopper  was  filver,  and'  the 
:th2*m,  to  which  it  was  attached,  cfcthc  fame 
fftetati  ftnd  that  the  gift  might  \>t  ^^eomplete, 
'wHT  ancient  maiden  had  bought  a  'china  *^it*- 
tihg  b«fon,  on  which  alfo  was  depidted  certain 
emblems  'of  >her  delicate  paflion.  How  few  df 
diit  EngRih  maidens  would  have  cfaus^  admi- 
Tviftered  to  the  accompliftiments  of  their  lovers* 
A  tbbacco-pipie  ^d  i{>itting4}ox  as  a  nuptidi 
gift!  Profit,  ye  votaries  of  the  belle  paffion, 
by  the  example. 

-  A'-drbll  fellov^,  who  fat  on  the  oppofite  fide, 
malignly  affured  me,  that  about  a  twelvcmonjfh 
ago,  he  had,  under  the  favour  of  Providence, 
ll^rtrid  of  theiiaher  with  which  thelair  Hoi- 
lahdBr  ^was  about  xo.  hang  herfelf*  AH  this 
thttfc/  two  Dutchmen,  who  embraced  each  other 
at  ishdlr  iirft  -eiitr<ancc  into  the  boat,  and,  in 
t^kciiof  good  fellowHibip,  lighted  their  pipc$ 
byjokiiKg  the  bo^^Si  and  whiffing  at  each 
.      $  other. 


<jthcr,  fct  in  fbi:  ftrifaus  fmokingi  'wihife  -two 
elderly  wom^  regarted  ^teir  iioftrite  >  wirh  a  ob 
tii^s  folid  ^nd  £btemn  fiiufltfng  QO^  I^ndt 
betievc  a  d(%m.  wwds  irere  ^oksen  itiMingft 
tfec  four  idutdug  ^he ' whdte  vAyjjge. 

•Refolvid,  if  pdffibfe,  to  Urim^  Theft  mutek 
into  converfeiian,  I  tried  them  on  eVt*y  fiibu 
jieiEt  I  'thought  taoft  likely  to  tead  lM^fti4tf«^ 
d^feourft ;  ^b»at,  as  if  it  were 'a  pp6.d«^R»mi^ed 
thing  neither  to  fpeak  to 'each  other,  nor  tffif 
body  elfe,  all  I  faid  to  the  two  fmokers  only- 
produced  a  ,nu>re  than  ordinary  whiff  in  any 
facci  and  in  return  for  ray  court efy  to  the  fey 
ffiarle&i  I  received  only  the  effluvia  of  a  ^fi-efli 
pinch  of .  fnufF,  which  fet  me  a  fneezing.  i  , 
was ,  therefore  glad  to  let  them  take  their  own 
way,  and  indeed  rfound  their  mute  ftate  more 
fupportable  than  their  converfation  andit^  ae^ 
companiments.  We  reached  Leaden  at  -iilf^ 
ilated  hour,  -and  took  diffisrent  ways^  perha|)$^ 
mutually-diiTatisfied. 

Refpedting  this  town,  it  is  fomuch  amongft 
the  common  obje<fbs  of  defcription,  that  1  ihal| 
ycfer  you  to  any  one  of  the  many  books  which 
have  treated  of  it  for  the  irick  and  mortar  par^ 
ticulars,  as  I  (hall  thoie  of  the  ilill  :greater  city 

of 
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'of  Aibftcrcjanni.  The  Htcrar/;  Jind.  itincfirrf 
ihewihcir  q£  our  own  country  -  feavc,  however, 
rlcftbefiind  theai  ratlier  ce^relcfsly  fome  things 
rwhich  the  foreign  travellers  have  gleaned^ .  4nd 
which,  deeming  thejm  worth  .the.  paijna,  I  ihaH 
borrow  for  our  Iheaf.  My  rule  has  all  along 
htt:n\  t^,  ptefenjsi  you: with  Sis  qiiich  bi  tny  own 
.i»(hcatasl  could,  gatii^r.;^.  by t  whenever  I  have 
fewlHra^  tQ  eijrich  my  little  harveft-hpme,  by 
a.feiW:gft^  graiijfcs,  I  h»ye  mad^  ^o  fcfuple.Q/ 
tranfpwrtjng  th?m.to  piy  native  ifoih^;  / 


•  •  • 


...  , 

-..      .       ■  .    .!-« 


Lfeyden,  which  is  certainly  a  v^ry  et^ht 
city,  (and,  I  think,  a  ftrifcing  refcmblance  of 
Oxford,  but  wanting  its  life  Jtndmortonj  hW 
been  rendered  femous  in  hiftory^  by  the  courage 
ef  kff  tJitizensi  who,  ill  1574,  fuft^incd- 'a- moft 
obftinatefiege,  attended  with  allthe  evrH  of  waf'i 
famine,  and^  difeafe,  arid  purely  to  pirefervc 
their  liberties.  ^  It  is  aftoniftiing  none  of  the 
Britilh  travellers  have  given  their  coaiitrymen 
the  detail  of  this  memorable  tranfaftion.  Had 
it  happened  in  their  own  country,  or  in  any 
other  but  HoUahd,  which  has,  as  Ihave  fre- 
quently  obferved,  been  very  unjiiftly  flighted, 
-an  hundred  biographers  would  liave  enibla^ 
zoned  every  day's  prowefs  during  the  five 
months  that  the  fiege  continued. 

The 


The  Spaniards  having  been  obliged  to  yfiifp 
the  fiege  of  Alcmacr,  turned  their  arms  ^ga}a(t 
Lcyden,from  whence  they  were  driven  by  ComZ 
Louis^  of  Naflau,  brother  to  the  then  Prince 
of  Orange.     Some  time  afterwards,  hQ^Qycy, 
they  returned,  under  a  ftrong  reinforcem^nj,  tp 
the  attack.      The    Spanifh    general    (Francis 
Valdey)  finding  it  impoilible  tQ  tajke  fhe  iQwi^ 
by  force,  refolved  to  attempt  the  more  powfjr- 
ful  nieans  of  famine.     No  pen  can  dcfcrib? 
.  what  the  citizens  fuffered  from  this  blockade. 
Reduced  to  the  moft  dreadful  extremity,  they 
retained  their  heroifm,  even  when  there  was 
fcarce  any  thing  left  to  fuftain  it.     They  drew 
iots  for  each  other,  which  fliould  become  the 
vicftira  of  the  day,  to  give  fuftcnance  to  thp 
reft ;   and  many  thinking  it  a  more  glorious 
adl  of  patriotifm,  voluntarily  offered  themfelve^ 
up,  and  fuppiicated  for  the  preference  of  death^ 
to  nourifli  with  their  bodies  their  fellow-foU 
diers  or  citizens.     Even  the  women,  as  well 
thofe  of  diftindtion  as  others,   mounted   the 
ramparts,  fired  the  cannon,  and  expofed  themr 
felves  to  all  the  dangers  and  drudgery  of  nni» 
litary  life,  in  imitation  of  a  fecond  Boadicea^ 
liamed  Kennava,    who    led    the.m    on.      Th^ 
Jbcfiegers  were  ftruck  with  the  regular,  not  rip-r 
to.us, '  intrepicjity  of  this  troop  of  fem^lp  ^A^ar^ 
yoL.  XI.  ^  norf. 
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riots.  Even  they  too>  as  if  jealous  of  the  t>ra- 
veiy  of  the  men,  petitioned  that  they  might 
be  accepted  as  facrifices  to  feed  the  now  almoft 
famifhed  garrifon  and  citizensj  many  thoufands 
of  whom  perilhed  for  want,  notwithftanding 
thefe  fupplies  of  human  flefh.  The  Spaniards 
having  learned  their  iituation^  once  more  fum- 
moned  them  to  furrendcr,  and  granted  them 
the  truce  of  an  hour  to  coniider  of  it.  They 
employed  this  (hort  cellation  of  hoflilities  to 
gather  the  general  fenfe  of  the  people,  as  welL 
foldiers  as  inhabitants^  and  this  was  their  &epty* 
•^  Tell  your  haughty  general,  we  can  never  be 
faid  to  want  the  means  of  life,  or  of  coo(inu« 
ing  the  fiege  5  while  a  left  arm  remains  upon  any 
of  our  fhoulders :  our  right  we  ihail  refervc  to 
fight  for  our  1  iberties.  *  * 

To  the  dire  necefllty  of  living  upon  each 
other,  they  had,  indeed,  been  long  reduced  ;  and 
the  moment  after  the  herald  had  departed^  four* 
of  the  burghers,  after  a  fhort  converfation  with 
each  other,  prefented  them.felves  at  the  gar- 
rifon;  and  after  fighting  vigoroii  fly,  on  the 
ramparts,  for  feveral  hours^  turned  their  bay- 
oners  upon  themfelves,  and  piercing  their 
own  bofoms,    exclaimed^   as   the    life-blood 

flowed 


iRowed  from  them—"  Behold,  my  valiant  frieiid«| 
^  your  provifion  for  the  reft  of  the  day.** 

The  f^initie,  however,  hourly  inereafing^ 
tovctt  of  the  burghers  voted  for  a  furrender  of 
the  place.  It  was  on  this  occafion  that  Adrian 
Van  Werf,  the  chief  magiftratc  of  the  city, 
fct  an  example  of  conftancy  and  courage,  v^hich 
would  have  merited  a  firft  placein  the  recordi 
of  human  magnanimity,  had  it  pot  been  for  the 
above-mentioned  heroifm  of  the  four  citizens* 
My  friends/'  cried  he,  ^*I  deem  it  infi- 
nitely more  fatisfying  to  die  for  you,  than  fop 
'*  the  enemy.  Let  me  then  be  your  next  vi^im* 
Cut  this  body  in  piecps,  and  in  fharing  i% 
amongft  you,  remember  ip  is  to  givf  yov^ 
ftrength  to  continue  the  ficge:-^fhp  many 
*•  wounds  I  have  received  makp  me  np  Jongef 
**  able  to  take  an  aftive  parp^  Let  pif  |io| 
^'  become  wafte  by  lingering  i|i  thofe  wo^mdtf 
^^  While  I  can  yet  be  of  ftrvice,  take  xm  V9 
^*  yourfelves,  aqjfmay  Leyden  be  vid;orious  and 
"  immortal/*  Amidft  thefe  fore  difaften  of 
battle,  the  nfws  of  their  fpeejly  relief  wa^ 
brought  by  fome  pigeons,  to  whofe  feet  were 
jtied  italks  of  corn  and  hemp^  in  the  tubes  of 

^irftifh  were  letters,     I  muft  npt   omit  to  tell 

* 

r      %    %  you, 
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you,  that  thcfc  pigeons  are  ftill  prefcrvcd,  cmw 
balmecJj  and  to  be  feen  in  the  town-houfe.*' 

On  the  3d  of  Oftober,  the  banks  of  the 
Mcufe,  and  the  Yffel,  being  cut,  Louis  Briflbt, 
Admiral  of  Zealand,  poured  in  to  the  relief  of 
the  befieged  a  great  number  of  flat-bottomed 
boats,  armed  from  helm  to  fterri.  The  Spa- 
niards, panic-ftruck  by  this  unexpe(5led  rein- 
forcement, abandoned  their  works,  and  made 
the  befl  of  their  way  into  their  own  frontiers. 

The  anniverfary  of  this  memorable  day  is 
ftill  celebrated  at  Leyden.  The  clergy  arc 
obliged  to  recapitulate  the  ftory  of  the  fiege, 
and  the  almoft  miracle  of  the  deliverance  of 
the  town.  It  is,  perhaps,  to  be  wilhed,  that 
the  memory  of  fimilar  events  were  revived  by 
fimilar  ceremonies,  fince  every  epoch,  which 
commemorates  the'  wcll-dircdled  fortitude  of 
men,  or  the  interpofition  of  Providence,  can- 
not be  too  extenfively  known :  in  which,  in- 
deed, both  Religion  and  policy  are  alike  con- 
cerned. We  faithfully  keep  alive  the  darkeft 
tranfacftions — fuch  as  the  gunpowder  plot,  the 
revocation  of  the  edid:  of  Nantes,  the  maffacre 
of  St.  Bartholomew,  and  various  other  inci- 
dents  that    ftain    the   annals  of   hiftory,   and 

which 
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which  it  is  for  the  credit  of  human  nature  to 
pbliviate,  while  we  negled:  thofe  happy  events, 
arxd  bleffed  fudden  revolutions,  which  manifcft 
a  divine  power,  aflifting  mortal  endeavours. 
Methinks,  fuch  memorials .  are  calculated  to 
infpire  a  noble  emulation  in.  the  citizens  to 
imitate  their  anceftors:  for  virtue,  like  vice, 
is  certainly  epidemic,  William,  Prince  of 
Orange,  although,  at  the  time,  labouring  under 
a  dangerous  malady,  ordered  himfelf  to  be 
carried>  in  a  litter,  to  Leyden,  to  return  thanks, 
in  perfon,  to  the  citizens,  for  their  generous  af. 
liflance.  By  way  of  recompence,  he  granted 
to  the  town  many  privileges  and  immunities, 
and  laid,  with  his  own  hand,  the  foundation  of 
its  celebrated  univerlity. 

This  famous  femiiiary  may  properly  b?  faid 
to  be  ereded  by  Gratitude,  and  dedic^t?4  %Q 
the  courage  and  intrepidity  of  the  fpns  qf 
freedom.  Many  truly  valuable  membera  qf 
fociety  have  been  fent  into  the  world  froqi 
hence.  Amongft  others,  the  celebrated  Her- 
man Boerhaave,  of  whom  I  made  honourable 
mention  in  a  former  letter.  His  reputation, 
as  a  phyfician,  was  fo  great,  that  a  letter  fent 
to  him  from  Turkey,  in  Alia,  was  addrefled  to 
Df.   Boerhaave  in  Europe  j    his   family  h^yc 
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lately  credted  a  monument^  which  1  yt&ct^tf 
vi(ited«  It  is  in  the  fpacious  and  beautiful 
church  of  St.  Peter,  where  he  was  buried.  The 
monument  itfelf  is  a  fimple  pedeftal  of-black 
marble,  on  the  furface  of  whicl^  is  ^graved^ 
immediately  under  a  buft  of  the  Dodor^  thefe 
words  :  ^^  Simplex  figilltm  veri.**  On  t!ie  re-^ 
verfe  fide  is  this  emphatic  expreflton :  **  Salu^ 
tjfero  B^irhavii  genio/acrum.'*^ 

Leycien  has  to  bo^ft  alfo  the  birth  of  Steth^ 
i)hint^  with  whofe  lift,  as  an  artift^  we  are  fuf- 
ficiently  acquainted  by  hiftory :  but  1  do  not 
i*emember  to  hive  ften  the  following  anecdotes 
of  his  private  life  and  ch^raifler.  His  ava- 
tice  (rarely  the  vice  of  genius)  was  fo  excef- 
iive^  that  it  led  him  frc^ucritly  to  fell  his  own 
paintingSi  in  ail  Underhand  manner,  feveral 
rimes  over  t  liay,  he  fomctiifnes  made  his  own 
fon  difpoft  of  therrii  and '  by  way  of  ex- 
tufirtg  his  dedeption,  when  found  dut^  pretend-*. 
*ed  his  fon  had  ftolen  thetn. 

it  is  rtpbtted  of  this  p^inter^  thsit,  being  oht 
day  employed  upon  a  family  piece,  in  which 
every  individual  was  to  be  exhibited,  news  be^. 
ing  brought  to  him  that  his'fevourite  monkey 
\viu  deadj^  hr  infiftcd  upon  the  animal  being 

i  •  immediately 
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immediately  laid  before  him,  and  drew  him 
as  a  principal  figure  of  the  groupc :  rcfufing^ 
«  the  fame  time,  to  expunge  th?  monkey,  al- 
thbugh  he  loft  the  fale  of  the  pidlure,  and  al- 
though he  loved  money  better  than  any  thing 
but  the  monkey  and  his  own  caprices.  That 
money  was  in  thq  next  <3egree  precious  to  him, 
may  likewife  be  evinced  from  a  trick  that 
was  played  on  him  by  one  of  his  fcholars, 
who,  knowing  tHe  difpofition  of  his  mafteV 
painted  an  apparently  large  fum  of  money,  in 
diferent  coins,  upon  a  pack  of  cards,  cut  into 
fuitable  pieces.  Theft  the  difciple  diftributed 
on  the  painter's  table,  when  Rembrant  was 
from  home.  On  his  return,  he  no  foonet 
4aw  the  counterfeits,  than  fuppofing  it  the 
price  of  fome  pictures  fold  in  his  ab fence,  he 
ran  to  pici?  i%  up^  and  when  he  found  himfelf 
liifappoint^d^  forgave  the  ftratagem  for  the  fake 
of  the  ingenility  of  the  imitation  :  for  though 
he  loved  gold  immoderatclyi  h^  could  not  but 
be  attached  to  geniu$|. 

But  the  moft  extraordinary  perfonage,  which 
the  town  of  Leyden  has  produced,  is  the  cele- 
brated fanatic,  commonly  called  John  of  Ley- 
den, the  true  name  of  whom  isBucold,  whofe  fto- 
fy  is  really  curious.  From  the  lowcft  e^^tradion 
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lie  afpiredtp  the  higheft  honours  ;  and  though 
^Dorn  of  the;  humbldV  parents,  and  intended,  by 
Kis  father,  for  a  taylpr,  gave  out  very  ejarly 
amongfl:  bis  :yoUng  companions,  that  fo  far  from 
.fttdf^eefliogjtbrhis  father**  contertiptible  occupa-^ 
titfn,  he  .Wai  refolved  to  live,  and  die^  a  king. 
Let  iii  fe^  in  whaf  manner  he  contrived  to 

* 

kecpihis^woi-d.    Hd  foon  broke  from  the  fhop- 
fcoard,  jUncroffed-'his  legs,  ahd,  aflbciating  with 
jtome  itinerant  cortiedians,  commence  a&or, 
fend,,  determined  on. royal ty^  made  )his  firft  ap- 
^caran<;e  in  a  princely  charader.     His  next 
<onnedion..was  with  a  mart  ^s  lowly  born,  and 
ad   highly  minded  as  himfelf,  namely  with  a 
baker  of  Amfterdanii  whd  declared  thk  he  wa& 
an  ambaffador  qf  God,  to  enlighten  the  dark^ 
Hefs  of  his  felloW4Creaturei,  and  cred  a  new 
Jerufalem.      This  daring  ipirit  affumed  the 
name  of.  the  towrt  irt  which  he  received  his 
birthi  wV.  Thomas  Munfter^  who  had  infe<£ted 
a  great  number  of  jGernians  with  his  contagi- 
DuS  dodlrines,  in  oppofiifidn  to.  tht  efforts  of 
Luther,    previous  to    his    Acquaintance   \vith 
tohn.of  Leyden  ;    and  as  religiows   feditions 
ar^    alwAys  ,  the   ,mofl:    violent,     it    was,    at 
lengthy  found  nec^flary  to  take  up  arms  againft 
this  fanatic  fadtiori,  every  ^our  gaining  ftrength. 
0f  all.  epidemics,  that  of  a   wild,  .but  new 
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feiftarjr,  is  the  moft  rapid  and  fatal •  The  EIee-» 
tor  of  Saxonyi  the  Landgrave  of  Hefle,  and 
the  Duke  of  Bi'unfwick,  entered  into  a  con- 
federacy, to  quell  thefe  infurgents,  whom  they 
often  •  routed^  but  whom  they  found  a  great 
difficulty  wholly  to  fubdue.  Munfter  was  him- 
felf  taken  prifoner^  and  inftantly  beheaded* 
But  thi«  tragic »  event,  fo  far  from  difpkiting 
the  party,  appeared  only  to  animate  it-  with  a 
more  inveterate  zeal  and  oppolition.  John  of 
Leydenj  <;ommanding  a  troop  of  ferocious  zea- 
lots, made  himfelf  matter  of  the  town  of 
Munfter;  where^  after  he  had  exercifed  the 
inoft  horrible  cruelties,  hecaufed  himfelf  to  be 
chofen  and  pi^oclaimed  King* 

Mis  jjrediiftion,  as  to  mockrihajefty,  was  noW 
fulfilled ;  but  not  the  meafure,  cither  of  hiis 
ambition  or  his  crimes.  No  fponer  had  he 
eftabliftied  himfelf  in  his  new  government,  thati 
he  iffued  edi(ftsi  and  enaftcd  laws.  He  permit- 
ted polygamy,  and  fet  the  example,  by  taking 
unto  hinlfelf  twenty  wives.  Some  authors 
limit  the  number  to  fourteen.  He  pulled 
down  all  the  churches,  and  totally  changed 
the  adminiftration.  He  next  inftituted  a  re- 
gular court,  and  irtfifted  on  receiving  all  the 
homage  of  royalty.     A   faithful  hiftoriah  of 
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\a%  limes^  aflures  us»  that  he  had  all  the  abilities 
ef&ntial  to  wife  and  juft  legiflation  ;  but  that 
hj&  headlong .  paflions,  and  natural  barbarity^ 
hurried  him  into  all  the  praAices  of  a  lawlefs 
^nd  unprincipled  ufurpen     Covering  his  fa-* 
crilegc  with  a  veil  of  piety,  he  denominated 
his  pretcndiri  monarchy  the  new  kingdom  of 
Ifraelj  and  himfc4f  not  only  the  political  fove-» 
reign^  but  the  religious  high-prieft  and  chief 
mmiiltr  of  juftice^  in  the  new  temple  of  the 
living  God.     One  of  his   wives  had,  by  her 
evil  communication^  imbibed  fo  much  of  his 
impious  fpirit,  as  to  think  herfelf  infpired; 
and  deeming  it  neceflary  to  eftablifh  her  cha-, 
rader  by   fomething    worthy  of  ftieh  a   hul^ 
band,  intimated   her  defign  of  following  the 
example  of  Judith,  by  aflTaflinating  the  Biftiop 
of  Waldcck.     She  was,  however,  fcized  in  the 
attempt,  by  the  good  prelate   himfelf,    who 
.wrcjichcd  the  fword  from  her  hand,  juft  as  fhc 
was  about  to  ftrike,  and  was  punifhed  on  the 
Xjpot  with  the  fame  weapon.  Another  of  John's 
wives  was  flain  by  his  own  hand,  for  a  flight 
helStation  to  obey  his  orders^     His  coronation^^ 
of  which  the  ceremony  was  performed  in  th^ 
midft  of  his  enormities,  was  slccompanied  by 
aii  the  pomp§  of  the  eaftern  world.    He  al vmys 
wpr^  a  crown. on  hi« ,  head*  when  he  paffed 
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1^6  Greets  on  horfcback.  An  hundred  youths 
spared  the  vay»  our  of  which  was  driven 
«very  liviiig  thing; ;  yet  h^  expe^ed,  that  at 
due  and  awful  diftance,  the  fides  (hould  be 
crouded  by  the  pfoftrate  populace.  In  one 
hand  he  carried  a  fword^  in  aSnother  the 
Old  Teftament.  For  any  peffon  to  be  feen 
ftanding,  or  covered,  in*his  prefcnce,  was  an 
offence  beyond  pardon^  ^d  always  punifhed 
with  death. 

So  many  horrors  and  abominatidns^  however^ 
did  not  faii»  in  the  end,  to  involve  their  author 
in  deftru(5tion.  The  Bifhop  of  Munfter  fat  down 
before  the  town^  and  determined  on  a  regular 
fiege,  during  whichj  John's  party  was  reduced 
to  the  moft  dreadful  extremities^  in  the  fore 
l^reflure  of  which  fome  of  his  faction  voted 
ifor  a  furrender.  Forty-feven  perfons  were  be* 
headed,  by  their  chief,  as  the  forfeit  of  this 
pTopofition.  All  this  time  they  fubfifted  on 
cats,  dogs,  and,  laftly,  one  ^nothen  A  wound?, 
ed,  or  reluftant  man  was  immediately  flain 
and  daten.  The  ferocity  of  the  faftion,  and 
particularly  Of  John,  fecmed  to  gather  force 
by  this  dreadful  nourifhment,  and  the  town 
was  at  laft  taken  by  ftratagem«  This  phan^ 
lorn  of  majefty,  who  had,  however^  exercifed 
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mqrc  thaB  kijigiyApoweri  wasrUkfcn  alive,  wjbbIi 
m^tfty.  of  •his.icomp^i^ons:,    WhceHf  hi*  de%©- 
jateiiifHan'Msroiiduftedtb^fdA  tbervidoriot^ 
jtrelatr,^  who  repr6ici^  ;Hirb  ^ithjshis  treafoji 
jrnd  ijirofaiuttion,'  ht:;  rcpfedrto  ttie 'rcharges 
;»ith  an  audacifyr  fc^rce  paralleted-  m  the  hiftory 
of^Tallen  rillainp  J  *•  Sparc  your  ard vice,  f which 
.is  lofriipoirtttejj  smd  diftfcn  to  mine,  .which  is 
W^  more  ^v?tftte;»  -  You  ftave  made  .mc:  your 
prifoner.     I  have  coft  you  both   money   and 
blood.     I  have  drained  your  treafuries,   and 
dtpopuliafcd  your  country.     Having  thus  been 
your  grcateft  cncniy^ .  I  will  now  piit  yoU  in 
the  way  of  makirtg  me  your  befli  friend.     My 
ideath^ouU  be  a  lofs.to  yotf  :: my: life  may  be 
a  gatiQ*    Put  me  im:6  an  iroaca^Ci  carry  me 
rims  inclofed  through  Europe^. and  let:  a  priice 
he  fet  on  the  fight  of  me.     Tht- injuries  I  have 
done  your  ftate  wJU/.then  be  i:epaired,  and  I 
.&all>  by  comparing  your  gain  with  your  lofa, 
have  a  right  to  be.  Confidered^  in  the  end,  a^ 
.your  benefaftor/* 

Part  of  his  plan  was  adopted,  but  not  that 
part  which  would,  with  all  its  ignominy,  have 
been  the  moft  acceptable  to  him,  the  prefcrva^ 
tion  of  his  life..  As  the  principal  author  of 
the  diforders  and  iniquities,  this  was  juftly  for*. 
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felted;  but  the  manner  in  MrKicK  John*s,  of 
Leyden,  was  taken  away,  is  almoft  too  fhock- 
ing  for  a  virtuous  conqueror,  cpnfidering  him, 
too,  as  an  ecclefiaftic,  to  inflict:,  even,  upon  an 
impious  traitor.  The  Bifliop  of  Murtfter  or- 
dered the  culprit  to  be  fattened  to  a  fta,ke,  and 
two  executioners  to  tear  afunder,  flowly,  firft 
the  flefti,  and  then  the  members,  with  burning 
pincers  ;  to  let  the  operation  be  very  dclibe^ 
rate — to  avoid,  for  a  given  time,  invading  the 
vital  parts,  and  laftly,  but  not  'till  himfclf, 
and  the  affembled  multitudes,  had  beqn  fp^c- 
tators  of  more  agony  than  human  beings  ought, 
perhaps,  to  look  on,  for  the  fake  of  example, 
he  was  pierced  with  a  fpear  to  the  heart,  and 
then  his  mangled  body  was  thrown  into  a  cage 
of  iron,  in  which  it  hung,  at  the  top  of  St. 
Lambert's  fteeple,  'till  time,  \yhich  deftroys 
every  monument  of  this  world,  whether  crefted 
to  vice  or  virtue,  mpulder?d  it  away.  Hi3 
accomplices  fuffered  the  famf  fate,  except  that 
they  were  not  caged  after  death,  and  fhis  fe<9: 
expired  with  its  jchiefs.  .Son^p  fruitj^fs  at- 
tempts luve  been  made  lat  Amfterdam  ?o  re- 
yive  it.  A  party,  calling  themfelv«  NXiemno- 
nites,  (from  Memno  Simons,  a  prieft  of  Fricze-r 
land,  who  preached  this  dofbrine  in  1536J  hold 
i;i  jvBho;-rence  the  atrocities  of  Muufter,  and 
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if  certain  of  thefe  Memnonites  entertain  limikf 
tenets  on  the  fubjcifts  of  btptifm  and  oathi^ 
they;  renounce  that  fpirit  of  fecjition,  fanati-. 
cifrn^  and  revolt^  vrhich  difgraced  the  adhe^ 
rents  of  John  of  Leyden,  and  1  4m. told  are  very 
peaceful^  good,  citizens.  Yoti  will  be  fhewn,, 
amongft  the  cujrib(itie$  of  Leyden»  the  Ihop^ 
board  on  which  this  fel^-made  fovereiga 
worked  at  his  bufincfi. 

In  your  vilit'to  this  town,  I  wiih  to  prepare 
you  for  two  matters  you  ought  to  know ;  the 
one  is  a  fettled  and  indifpenfibic  ceremony  of 
pulling  off  your  hat,  in  anfwer  to  a  molt 
troublefome  civility  you  will  receive  froni  every 
paflenger  of  every  defcription ;  it  being  a  cuf-, 
tom  throughout  Holland,  in  general,  and  Ley^ 
den,  in  particular,  to  make  a  very  profoundi 
obeifance  to  every  ftranger,    and   to   oppeft 
the  iame  in  return :  infomuch  that  a  traveller 
ought  to  lay  his  account  for  a  hat  extraordi^ 
nary,  in  (naking  a  tour  of  the  fevcn  provinces. 
In  the  great  ftreet  of  Leyden,  which  is   an 
Engliih  mile  long,  I  have  been  obliged  to  bow 
myfelf  out  of  half  my  har,  and  all  my  pa^ 
tience;  and  what  is  the  more  provoking,  if 
you  meet  the  lame  people  twenty  times  in  a 
walk,  the  like  ceremony  is  infii^ed  upon  you, 
4  without 


without  any  compromifc  being  made  for 'for- 
mer civility.  "  Booing^  booing,  booing,  boo- 
ing/' asMacklin's  **Man  of  the  World"  fays, 
ail  day  long.  Add  to  which,  a  Dutch  bow  is 
ia  itfelf  a  ridiculous  and  difgufting  piece  of 
formality.  The  hand  is  lifted  to  the  head,  and 
the  hat  held  up  at  arm's  length  and  height, 
and  replaced  with  fo  much  deliberation,  that 
you  may  walk  fifty  paces  during  the  operation ; 
and  this  is  fo  frequently  repeated,  that,  the  bat 
has  fcarce  time  to  regain  its  ufual  place  beforc^ 
a  frefh  paflenger  fends  it  off  again.  But  the 
whole  of  this  is  performed  with  fuch  ineffable 
Jahg^froid^  that  the  head  feems  as  infenfible  a$ 
the  hat.  Not  a  feature  appears  confcious  of 
the  falutation  ;  not  a  mufcle  moves  in  corref- 
pondence  with  the  greeting — it  is  altogether  a 
mechanical  adt,  and  you  have  nothing  for  it 
but  to  take  off  and  put  on  your  hat,  and  go 
about  your  bufinefs.  The  fecond  article,  not 
lefs  vexatious,  is  the  importunate  intrufion  of 
a  pack  of  fellows  who  call  themfelves  porters, 
who  almoft  pluck  your  baggage,  though  but  a 
fmall  parcel  in  your  handkerchief,  out  of  your 
hand,  and  are  more  troublefome  to  get  rid  off 
than  Horacc*s  Impertinent.  If  you  refufe 
their  fervices,  they  are  faucy.  If  you  accept 
them,  they  arc  obfequious,  even  to  fawning. 

Thus, 


Thus,  almofl:  every  body  in  this  town,  vrhcr^ 
they  intend  to  be  polite,  arc  *  too  civil  by  half. 

But 

♦  The  ncw-iangled  rcpublicani  of  a  neighbouring  kingdom 
bave  taken  fuch  ofibace  at  this  overmuch  politeneft^  that  thejr 
bave,  with  their  afual  paffiog  ^r  excefs — ah !  had  they  but 
known  where  to  ftop  I-— converted  it  into  an  objedt  of  conven- 
tional cenfure^  and  it  woukl  not  be  at  all  confre  le  regle^  if  the 
national  legiflator$  were  to  guillotine  h^If  a  hundred  of  the 
Citizens,  eouvMncu  d^ avoir  eourbe  le  iUs  tnfaJuant ;  for  we  are 
told,  with  an  aflfefUtion  of  public  virtue,  and  a  rage  for  inno- 
vations perfedUy  ridiculous^  pcrfedU]^  /tf/r/d/irt— that  a  nifrober 
of  Republicans  begin  to  fcpl  tjic  pufloni  of  bowing  the  head, 
and  bending  the  back,  in  meeting,  has  in  it  a  fervility  unbe- 
coming the  honeft  roughnefs,  de  la  fierte  republkaine'^ht^dL^t 
add  they,  it  is  a  practice  very  inconvenient,  and  nuears  out 
our  hats !  Hereupon  this  once  fi^pple,  but  now  fti£F-i}ecked  ge, 
neration,  have  petitioned  the  law-pnongers  tg  fabricate  a  nenj^ 
code  of  ci'vility,  the  utmoft  limit  of  which  is  a  fraternal  hug. 
*•  That  it  (hould  come  to  this !"  The  Fkenc  h  nation  making 
a  law  againft  boding !  and  cutting  off*  a  man's  head  for  the 
i;rime  of  his  politeiTe !— Laughs  not  my  ffiend  ?  Bi^t  what  may 
not  be  expefted  from  a  race  of  rioters,  who,  in  their  oqtfct^ 
()rought  before  the  mod  awful  tribunal  of  their  C4)uatry  com- 
plaints fo  infinitely  ridiculous,  that  an  air  of  ridicule  was 
thrown  over  the  moft  dreadful  executions — formal  petitions 
2^ainii  white  caps,  in  favour  of  red  ones,  and  a  long  fpeech 
in  the  fenate-houfe,  to  lop  away  the  e^cjreipena^  pf  an  unre^ 
publican  cravat  1 

That  fuch  a  favage  fury,  high-fouled  courage,  and  petulant 
childiihnefs,  even  to  babyhood,  (hpuld  mingle  together  I  But 
what  is  all  this,  when  thcfe  innovators  i)ick-name  the  very 
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But  it  is  time  I  (hould  put  an  end  to  this 
long  letter.  After  having  made  my  bow,  then> 
to  you,  and  to  my  readers,  farewell* 

months  of  the  year!  In  a  word,  theie  reformers  of  the  earth 
feem^  inveterately,  lx:nt  upon  turning  the  world  topfy  tiuyy, 
and  we  may  well  exclaiin>  in  the  words  of  Hudibras  s 

««  This  fhews  how  perfedly  the  rump, 
'*  And  commonwealth  together  jump  { 
«'  For  as  a-fly  that  goes  to  bed 

*'  Refts  with  its  tail  above  its  head, 

**  So  m  this  mongrel  ftatc  of  our's, 

<«  The  kABBLE  are  the  supreme  ^oweIls  !'^ 

The  French,  it  has  been  feen  and  felt,  are  capable  of  every 
thing  great,  every  thing  little ;  but  after  all,  if  they  do  not 
continue  to  mend  on  themfelves,  they  will  do  nothing  but  make 
a  dire  gap  in  creation,  and  fill  it  up  with  blood.  To  a  certaiki 
point  they  had  a  glorious  caufe.  They  reached  this  point  at- 
moft  before  a  gun  was  loaded,  or  a  fword  unfheathed.  The 
ancient  receptacles  of  tyranny  were  humbled  to  the  daft* 
Humanity  fmiled  on  the  ruins.  Royalty  could  not  frown,  for 
the  very  error  of  his  reign  was  the  unrefifting  foftneis  of  hts 
natare.  For  this  he  hs&  been  adored — for  this  he  bled.  But 
tjhe  (bedding  blood,  like  other  habits,  becomes  familiar.  Has 
It  not  often  become  an  appetite  ?  and  Liberty  herfclf,  *•  di* 
vinely  fair,"  as  (he  is,  muft,  if  we  fuppofe  her  to  have  her  birth 
in  the  pure  and  unconfined  regions  of  heaven,  behold,  with  a 
Uu(h,  the  atrocities  committed  in  her  nama^ 


Horrible,  horrible,  moft  horrible  t 
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LETTER    XLV. 


IrO  THE  SAMe. 

Leyden* 

ft 

Amongst  the  pleafant  events  of 
my  Dutch   excurfion,.    is   to   be  cnuHicrated 
my  '  meeting  with    a.  friend,  *    whpfc    focial 
raamiens,    and   intelledual   qualities,   without 
taking  his  profcfltonal  (kill  into  the  accojdnt, 
though  to  that  I  am  indebted  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  my  health,  wouM  have  made  ihe  quit 
the  fcenc  of  our  rencontre  with  regret,  had 
it  been  evm  in  Siberia,  if  the  fepatation  had 
not  been  folaced  by  the  hope  of^  again,  meet- 
ing  in  England.     To  this  accomplifbed  man^ 
who,  you  know,  has,  fincc  his  ftwdies^  and  tra 
vels,wer^  finifhed,   "  bettered  this  report/*  t6 
his.own  honciur,  I  am  indebted  for  fome  valu^ 
able  hints,  refpecfUng  the  Ley4€in  tmiveniity; 
They  will  be  found  in  th€  clofe  of  this- letter; 
but  I  will  firft  glean  his  remarks^  on  thcDiitfih^ 
in  general  j  therein,  fairly,  giving  you  both  fides 

of 

*  Dr.  Pinckard,  of  Grea^  Raflel-Street,  BloppfWiryp 


of  thtf  pifture ;  for  our  features  of  the  coun- 
try, and  people,  are  not  exactly  alike. 

"  Your"  laudable  attempt  to  refcue  the  am- 
**  phibia  of  this  aqueous  region,  from  the 
"  charge  of  inhofpitalityy'^  faid  th^  Doctor,  af- 
ter having  read  my  account,  *^  will,  at  all 
*•  events,  be  a  novelty.  In  the  e^cecution  of  it, 
•*  you  will,  furety,  fall  "und^r  no-  &fpi'cion  of 
*'  plagiarifm.  The  inttnt  is  praife-worthy, 
•*  and  in  perfedl  unifon  with  your  charitabfe 
**  mind.  Prejudice,  I  a4»>  ready  to  allow,  is  a 
fad  bane ;  and  its  operation,  on  the  minds 
of  Engtifti  tourifts,  but  too  general:  ytt^ 
there  are,  I  would  hope,  among  our  country- 
**  men,  fome  who  have  removed  this  moth 
from  their  eyes.  Thefe,  however,  ftifl  join 
the  throng  in  one  common  opinion  of  this 
**  race  of  axjuatics.*'  I  admitted  th€  ^pini&n  i 
but  not  its  validity,  unlefs  with  ytxy  large  ex* 
ccptions. 

•*  For  my  own  part,  although  not  yet  enough 
^*  a  citizen  of  the  world,  to  think  any  other 
^  country  equal  to  our  happy  ifle,"  continued 
my  friend,  '^  nor  fo  nuich  a  ftay-at-home  tra- 
•*  veller,  as  to  build  my  faith,  wholly,  on  the 
■*  reports  of  hafty  journalifts ;  yet  I  cannot  but 
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"  confcfs,  after  a  long  refidence  among  thcni, 
•*  that  I  have  felt  myfelf  inclined  to  cnlift  widi  * 
the  multitude,  refpcdling  this  prominent 
feature,  in  the  charadler  of  the  Dutch  people. 
Many  inftances  could  I  relate  to  you,  that 
^'  have  come  within  my  own  obfervation,  which 
would  militate,  ftrongly,  againft  the  defence 
your  benevolence  induces  you  to  plead  in 
«*  their  behalf.  On  the  other  hand,  it  were 
^*  but  juft  to  acknowledge  that  I  have  experi- 
•*  enced  fome  fignal  marks  of  hofpitality  in 
**  thefc  provinces:  but  I  fear  you  will,  inflex- 
"  ibly,  clafs  me  among  the  ftay-at-home — the 
prejudiced— *  the  ill-humoured  part  of  our 
countrymen,  when  I  tell  you,  that  it  has, 
only,  been  in  fuch  Englijh  families,  whofe  na- 
ture has  not  changed  with  their  change  of 
•*  abode/'  **  You  have  been  out  of  luck,  my 
^lear  Dodtor,'*  faid  I.  "  And  you,"  anfwered 
he,  "  have,  furely,  been-  peculiarly  happy,  in 
«*  the  fociety  you  have  found,  fincc  your  arrival 
**  here,  that  the  excellent  frurf,  which  others 
have  fought  in  vain,  IhoWld  feem  to  prefent 
itfelf,  to  you,,  as  the  common  harveft  of  the 
country.*'  Not  as  the  harveft,  but  very  good 
pickings,  indeed,  for  a  Gleaner>  Dodlor. 

•*  Some, 
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•*  Some,  I  fear,  ftill  firm  in  their  faith,  may 
^  be  uncharitable  enough  to  fufped,'*  refumcd 
he,**  that  the  kind  Mynheers,  and  their  Vrowes, 
**  with  whom  you  affociate,  had  received  pri-- 
^  vate  intimation,  that  fo  able,  and  benevolent, 
•'  an  advocate  had  journied  hither  to  glean 
"  them.  Others,  alike  adhering  to  their  former 
**  opinion,  fpeculating  on  the  title  of  your  in- 
•'  tended  work,  will,  perhaps,  contend  that  the 
*^  numerous  clafs,  who  have  preceded  you, 
**  have  brought  to  market  the  real  crop  of  the 
**  country ;  whijft  a  Gleaner,  alone,  from  bend- 
**  ing,  and  looking  nearer  to  the  foil,  and  re 
•*  maining,  from  the  very  nature  of  his  labours, 
longer  upon  it,  hath  been  enabled  to  colled- 
the  few  blades  of  hofpitality,  fo  thinly  feat-. 
^  tered  over  the  land — and  which,  having 
•*  picked  up,  you,  fo  joyfully,  bind  in  your 
^  valuable  fheaves.'* 

I  fmiled,  bowed,  and  fuffered  my  ingenious 
friend  to  proceed. 

"  A  friend  of  mine,  who  has  fpent  more  time 
•*  in  Holland  than  has  yet  fallen  to  the  lot,  either 
of  you,  or  myfelf,  has,  fometimes,  faid  to  me, 
he  could  almoft  imagine,  that,  like  their  ha- 
^*  bits,  the  language  of  the  Dutch  did  not  admit 
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•*  of  my  term  fymmimoup  tp,  what  is  gtncnlly 
^  underftood  by,  thie  Englifli  word  ba/pit^ity-^ 
<*  and  this  being  the  only  part  of  your  work 
^*  I  cannot  fubfcribe.  to^  I  may  confefs  to  you^ 
^*thatt  from  the  general  want  of  candour  and 
"  liberality  in  their  dealings,  and  the  repeated 
*'  inftances  of  penury  and  avarice,  which  I 
**  havf  witncfled,  iince  the  time  of  my  be-, 
«  coming  a  refident  ^monjg  them,  J  have,- 
♦*  more  than  onct^  been  half  incjinipd  ?§  timk 
^^fotoo, 

•  . 
**  At  tfctt  fnepropolis,  of  thefc  ftates,  you  will 
**  findace^t^n  portion  of  the  city  appropriated 
'^  to  the  refidence  of  the  Jews.  Thjs  part  is 
^*  called  the  Jew's  quarter  of  Amftcrdam.  Were 
V^'^  do  jufdgc^from  tjieir  wfual  d^alipgs,  and 
'  modp  of  traffick,  with'  efjual  propriety  might 
'*  we  term  the  whole'  country  of  the  Hol- 
^'  landers,  the  Jewijh  quarter  of  Europe.  Even 
^^  you^  I  fear,  friendly  4S  you  are  difpofed  to- 
"  wards  them,  cannot  but  acl|:nowl^dge,  that, 
*'  to  deal  with  a  Dutchman,  it  behoves  every 
«  one,  to  confider  hi ipfelf  encountering  a  Jew, 
<*  whowill^  not  only,  contend  ^s  obftinately  for 
*^  the  laft.  doight,  as  old  Shylock  for  the  pound 
^^  of  flefh,  but  who  will,  certainly,  impofe,  if 
^*  poffiblc^  and  t^kc  every  unfair  advantage,*' 

Juft 


'  Juft  aS'  in  England,  with  an  EngUftman. 
my  dear,  friend  5  but  individual  vrcc;  or  vir- 
cue,  has  nothing  to  do.wkU  national  chairafter^ 
(aid. I,  ; 

•'  I  have  been  forry  to  learn,  that  among  the 
^'  Englifh,  who  have  migrated  to  this  coun- 
•'  try/*  bbferved  the  Dbclor,  purfuing  his 
point,  ♦'the  common  reported EKjtcfi  principle 
'*  often  proves  rapid>y  corttagious,  and  that, 
**  from  breathing  the  fame  air,  they  foon  im- 
^''bibe  the  infi?dtoii^  atid  degenerate  itiro  the 
**  ampb^bio^s  fpM  of  penury  arai  avarice.—^ 
*'  Qf  tbefe  Dutqhiiied  Britons,  fome  fpecimens 
^*  h^v^  Cjoaie  under  my  €\rn  obfcrvationv** 

Why  truly,  anfwered  I,  if  I  did  not  "  eat  in 
memory  the  cuftard  of  yefterday/*  I  partook  at 
your  table,  I  ihould  think  fo  too, 

••  As  to  Leyden,'*  rejoined  my  friend,  "  I 
"  am  mueh  mtercfted  in  wifhing  it  nifiy  abound 
^*  in  Gleanings.  Prepare  yourfelf  for  a  long 
"  vifit;  and  remember,  that,  in  the  intervals, 
"  between  your  gleaning  hours,  \  (hall  hope  to 

^^  '<^rljoy  the  leafings  of  your  fociety^ 

• .  1    ■ 

i*'  The  tedious  ami  methodic  fyftem  of  bowing, 
*^  for  whith  thQ  inhabitants  of  this  city  have  a 
"  peculiar  fondneis^  will  furnijGh  an  car  or  two 
.        '  A  a  4  "for 
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for  your  ftore^houfe.  In  defcription,  touched 
by  the  comic  quill^  it  would  afford  a  facetious 
morfel  for  John  Bull.  To  fuch  an  abfurd 
degree  do  they  carry  this  cuftom,  that  it  is 
common  to  fee  them  bowing  to  the  window, 
'  •*  where  an  acquaintance,  occafionally,  tits, 
^'  when  no  perfon  is  near  it  s  or  to  a  friend's 
coach,  as  it  paffes  them  in  the  Hreet,  aU 
though  no  one  be  in  it. 
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•*  Neat  and  clean  as  arc  all  the  towns  in  HoU 
^*  land,  Leydcn  exceeds,  perhaps,  the  whole  of 
**  them.  Its  ftreets — its  buildings — its  canals, 
"  all  combine  to  give  it  the  pre-eminence.  It 
is  a  place  well  adapted  to  ft.udy,  for,  although 
a  large  city^  it  is  fo  dill  and  quiet,  that  we 
feel  ourfelves  in  perfeft  retirement.  Its  uni- 
•*  verfity,  fo  much  renowned,  you  will,  pro- 
bably, find  to  have  been  fo  clofely  mowed^ 
reaped,  and  raked  over  and  over^  that,  in  this 
particular,  it  offers  but  a  fcanty  fupply  to  a 
«*  Gleaner, 

*'  High  as  the  fame  of  this  fchool  was  raifed 
*'  by  the  uncommon  talents  of  the  celebrated 
"  Boerhaave,  it  is  but  little  wonderful  that  the 
**  dodrines  of  that  great  man  ihould  be  flow 
<*  in  their  decline.    In  the  eyes  of  the  prefent 

«*  profeffors, 
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•*  profeflbn,  they  have  not  loft  their  charms. 
**  Hie  humoral  pathology  has  ftill  its  ad<. 
••  mircrs — fpontaneous  gluten,  lentor,  and 
«*  acrimony  of  the  fluids,  yet  boaft  their  advo^ 
"^cates.  In  Holland,  innovations  in  medicin^ 
**  are  thought  more  dangerous,  than  in  politics ; 
**  political  opinions,  indeed,  excepted,  the 
*'  Dutch  have  a  known  dread  at  every  fpccic* 
••  of  change  or  reform :  their  pervcrfe  and  ob* 
*'  ftinate  nature  compels  thcni  to  plod  over 
"  the  old  taflt,  coldly  rcfufihg  all  the  benefits  of 
*•  new  difcovcries.  To  an  elive  of  tlie  Britiih 
"  fthools  it  is  matter  of  furprife  to  hear  ^ 
"  learned  profeffbr  fupporting,  wj|th  his  ut- 
"  moft  eloquence,  theories  which  be  has  been 
*<  taught  to  conlider  as  old  anif  exploded,  and 
•*  which  have  been  prpved  hypothetical  ani^ 
"abfurd." 

Talk  thus,  my  friend,  faid  I,  and  you  wilj 
meet  no  interruption,  from  the  Gleaner,  I  pro, 
jnife  you. 

"  It  feems  within  the  natural  courfc  of  re- 
«'  volutions,  that  this  celebrated  univcrfity,'* 
faid  the  Doflor,  "  Ihould  now  yield  the  palm 
•*  to  Edinburgh  i  which,  from  the  great  abili- 
"  tics,  and  iogenuity,  of  the  pr^^^rSjtogethcr 
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with  the  excellent  fegulationsj^  ancj  arrange* 

ments,  for  the  improyementtpf  thi^^udentsg 

"is,  at,  this  period^  beyond. all  dqubu  the  firft 

'^  flie.d,i(?al  fchocil  jiji  Eujrojje." ; ,  l^^owed  aflent* 
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*^  III  Lcydcn/'  continued  my  friend,  "  the 
*•  difFprent  branches  of  natural  hiflory.arc  taught 
**  with  great  precifion,  and  with  much  attervp 
**  tion^  to  methodical,  and  fyileniatic^,arrange-p 
"  mcnt. .  The  botanic  garden  is,  perhaps,  un-» ' 
*^  rivaliedl  It  is  a.  mod  v^uabk  acquifitidn 
"  to  the  ftudents^  being  a  very  extei\five,  and 
**  ufefui,  coUeftion  of  plants,  admirably,  and 
«*  methodi(jiilly,\  arranged^  according  to  the 
^^,  Linniagan  fyAkm» 


**  ilie  mode  of  graduation,  at  this  univerfity, 
'*  may,  perhaps,  fupply  a'few  ears  to  an  mduf- 
•*  trious  Gleaner.'*  I  pray  you  add  them  to  my 
ftore^  laid  I.  .  *'  Moft  gladly,'*  replied  the 
bodor.  "  It  has,  by  Tome,  been  faid,'*  rejoin- 
cd  tie,  *'  that  a  ffudent  offerTrig  himfelf  a 
**  candidate  for  a  degree,  at  JLeyden,  finds  little 
•*  difficulty  in  pafling  his  examinations.  This 
f*  may  be  very  true,  provided,  he  be  well  pre^ 
**  pared,,  but  not^ptherwife ;  and,  thus,  the  ob- 
•''ftrvation  applies,  equally,  to/ every  other 
?Vicho.0l.    The  Xxyilf.  to  which .t&e.candidkt^ 
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<*  muft  ftibmit^  previous  tcx.  obtaining^  his  de* 
grec,  are,  perhaps,  at  np  up^verfity  more  fe^ 
vere,  certainly,  at  none  more  general,  and 
ufeful,  than  at  Lcyden.  It  may  be  obfcrved, 
*'  that  the  examinations,  to  which,  in  any 
fchool,  a  ftudent  is  fubje<iied,  on  his  feeking 
literary  honours,  arc,  like  all  fubjeAs,  of 
*'  which  wc  can  form  no  diftindl  idea,  very 
^*  much  magnified  by  anticipation.  He  know& 
•'  not  what  he, has  to  undergo  ;  but  he  knowsy 
^*  and  feel^,  powerfully,  the  poflibility  of  fai^* 
**  lure,  and  of  being  feqt  back,  in  difgrace,  to 
**  his  ftqdies.  This  is  fully  fufficient  to  muU 
tiply  the  magnitude  of  the  talk,  in  hi$  mind, 
to  a  fomething  tremendpua— to  a  fomcthing 
**  that  he  feels  a  kind  of  terror  at  meeting.  Ta 
*'  this  it  is,  probably,  owing,  that,  afterwards, 
^^  when  the  tryal  is  over,  and  he^has  nothing 
•*  further  to  apprehend,  he  reduces  it,  below 
**  what  he  a<9:ually  found  it,  and  is  led  to  join 
*'  thofe  who  have  gone  before  him,  in  fpeaking 
*^  of  the  examination,  he  has  pafled,  as  (light 
•'  or  trivial.  That  this  is  the  fad  would  feem, 
^^  indeed,  to  be  proved,  by  his  not  being  abl^ 
♦'  to  imprefs  the  next  that  follows  him  with 
♦*  thefe  feelings-'— nor  to  maintain  them,  him* 
♦^  fetf,  when  again  called  to  trys^l. 

^^  At 
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• 

**  As  this  routine  has  come  under  my  own 
•'  eye,  and  has  been  the  fubjeft  of  niy  frequent 
^  obfcrvation,  I  will,  if  you  pleafe,  undertake 
*•  to  glean  it  for  you. 

•*  The  firft  (lep,  towards  a  graduation  at  Ley-- 
^  den,  is  the  ftudent  pricfenting  himfelf  before 
*•  the  Redor  Magnificu's,  to  have  his  name  re-, 
**  giftered  on  the  books  of  the  college.  This 
^  done,  he  is  called  to  an  examination  before 
••  the  Dean;  which  is  along  tryal,  aiidof  more 
^  general,  and  ufeful,  tendency  than  is  com- 
•*  monly  paffed  in  other  fchools.  You  under- 
^*  (land  that  I  am  fpeaking  of  a  graduate  in 
*^  medicine.  If  his  refponfes  are  fatisfadlory, 
•*  and  the  Dean  thinks  him  eligible,  he  is  now 
^  admitted  a  candidate  for  his  degree.  After  a 
^'  few  days,  he  is  called  before  the  Faculty  of 
"  Medicine.  At  this  meeting,  the  queftions 
^  are,  ufually,  confined  to  fome  particular  viC 
**  cus  of  the  body,  and  relate  to  its  fituation, 
^  ftrudure,  and  fiindtions  j  the  difeafes  pecu- 
^  liar  to  it  j  and  the  method  of  curing  fuch 
«  difeafes.  If  the  replies  are  approved  by  the 
^  Faculty,  the  candidate  is  next  prefented  with 
**  two  aphorifms,  on  which  he  is  to  write  com- 
^*  mcntaries,  and  to  appear,  with  them,  at  the 
'*  college ;  on  the  following  day,  at  noon, 
^  when  he  undergoes  a  third  examination,  by 

•*  defending 


« 


defending  the  expofitions  he  has  written, 
againft  the  objedtions  of  the  faculty.  It  is 
*'  not  until  after  this  third  tryal,  that  he  call 
**  have  the  fatisfadion  of  knowing  whether  he 
**  will  obtain  his  degree.  If,  in  his  anfwer^, 
he  has  given  proof  of  his  abilities,  and  his 
ccnfors  think  him  fufficiently  qualified,  he 
has  next  to  produce  a  diflcrtation,  on  fome 
medical  or  philofophical  fubjed,  to  be  ap- 

proved  by  the  perfon,  whom,  the  Dean  ap- 
points his  promoter.  Such  approbation  be- 
ing fignified  to  the  candidate,  he  has  the  pri- 
vilege of  fixing  the  period  of  his  fourth  or 
**  final  examination ;  when  he  is  required  to 
**  defend  his  differtation,  in  public,  before  the 
*'  whole  Scnatus  Academicus.  The  commen- 
**  taries,  and  the  differtation,  are  written,  and 
the  whole  of  the  examinations  paffed,  in  the 
Latin  language. 
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^*  The  number  of  fludents  educated  at  this 

**  univerfity,  has  much  decreafed  fince  the  days 

♦*  of  Boerhaave,  but  is  ftill  fufficient  to  add, 

'*  materially,  to  the  trade,  and  to  the  riches,  of 

**  the  city.     They  are  not  reftrided  to  any  re- 

**.  gulations,  or  college  rules,  as  in  Oxford  and 

"  Cambridge,  but,  as  at  Edinburgh,  are  left  to 

"  their  own  induftry,  and  emulation,  in  the  pro- 

^*  fecution  of  their  fludies. 

•*  Many 
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*'  Marty  of  the  inhabitants,  at  Lcydcn,  havt 
"  apartments  which  are  kept  exprefsly  for  the 
*«  ftudents.  Thefe  are,  commonly,  diftinguifh-^ 
"  ed  by  a  piece  of  board,  hung  at  the  window, 
•*  on  which  is  written  cubicula  locanda,'* 

A  thoufand  thanks,  my  dear  Doftor,  faid  t> 
for  thefe  eftimable  remarks,  about  which  wc 
agree  entirely ;  and  as  wc  only  are  in  conten-* 
tion  about  the  fubjeift  of  the  bofpitality  of  the 
country,  you  fhall,  in  the  firft  inftance,  give 
me  another  good  dinner,  and  each  of  your  Eng^ 
lijh  families  another,  by  Way  of  proving  to 
me  how  far  the  imputed  avarice  of  the  land 
has  been  epidemic  amongft  the  Britilh  refi- 
dents ;  and,  in  return,  I  will  take  you,  by  the 
band,  to  as  many  D^/^rfe  houfes,  dinner  for 
pinner,  bottle  for  bottle,  and,  then,  we  will, 
at  the  clofe  of  the  account,  fee  how  ftandi 
the  balance  of  good-fellowftiip,  and  civility* 
•'Agreed,'*  exclaimed  the  Dodlor,  **  and,  after 

♦'  all,  we  (hall,  moft  likely,  maintain  our  pre- 

• 

**  fent  opinions."  No  doubt,  faid  I,  then,  all 
that  can  be  faid,  is,  that  I  have  been,  in  this 
refpeft,  a  fortunate— you,  a  lucklefs;  traveller* 
We  bade  each  other  cordially  farewell ;  and  I, 
now,  bid  you  the  fantc. 


■  I 


lETTEa 
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LETTER    XLVI. 


TO    TI|E    SAME. 

•  * 

I  THANK  you,  my  friend,  f6r  tlte  box 
<?f  EngUfh.  newfpapers.  They  are  the  •*  brief 
chronicles  of  the  times/'  and  an  acceptable 
prefent  to  a  Britifh  traveller,  who  feels  an  anxi- 
ous defire  to  know  what  is  doing  at  home, 
while  he  is  roaming  abroad ;  and  who,  be  his 

t 

iiluation  what  it  may,  cafls 

**  Many  a  bnglng,  lingering,  look  bchiniL** 

Indeed  »  man  cannot  traverfe  any  part  of  the 
Continent  of  Europe,  without,  almoft  imme- 
diately, pronouncing  our  country  to  be  the  moft 
newfpaper-loving  nation  in  the  world.     Yet  it 
appears  to  he  a  mere  national  prejudice,  to  tell 
a  ftrangcr  the  city  of  London  publifties  more 
papers  in  a  week,  than  the  reft  of  Europe  in  a 
year.     On  my  .aiTerting,  at    what  is  called  A 
fociete,  (club)  while  at  Amfterdam,   that  the 
metropolis  :Qf"  England  ^ouJd   difpofe  of  near 
twenty  papecs.of  a  day,  on  an  av^ragfe  of  fif- 
3  teen 


i 


368  GLEANING  S»    ^C. 

teen  hundred  each,  that  the  Morning  Herald^ 
St.  James's  Chronicle,  and  feveral  others,  were 
produdive  of  fome  thoufand  pounds  a-year, 
net  money,  to  the  proprietors ;  bcfidcs  yield-^ 
ing  a  large  fum  to  the  revenue ;  I  was  looked 
on  as  giving  my  country  a  pretty  handfomc 
puff.  A  fly,  old  man,  who  was  fmoking  his 
pipe  in  the  corner  of  a  coffee-houfe,  where  I 
had  made  this  aflertion,  obibrved,  as  he  took 
his  pipe  out  of  his  mouth,  *'  Your  countrymen 
ought  to  be  great  politicians.**  He  then  re- 
capitulated all  I  had  faid  on  the  fubjcA,  then 
reforted  again  to  his  pipe,  ftill  prefer ving  the 
fame  incredulous  fet  of  tones  and  features, 
marlcing  his  dilbelief  of  every  fentence  with  a 
whiff,  fignifying  that  it.was  fmoke.  "  And  fo 
you  fay,  Mr.  Englifhman,  your  city  of  London 
can  fell  fo  many  thoufand  prints  of  a  day!'* 
Yes.  "Whew!**  replied  he,  ^*  And  fome  of 
your  citizens  net  a  thoufand,  or  two,  of  Englifti 
guineas,  independently  of  royal  imports!'* 
More,  In  anfwer  to  this,  a  drawing  in  of  the 
breath,  and  a  whiff  full  in  my  face ;  that  fuc-« 
ceeded  by  another,  as  if  intended  to  blind,  or 
fuffocate,  me  for  the  lie  dired. 

In  defpitc  of  this,  however,  I  went  on.    But 
our  newfpapers  are  not  iefs  the  vehicles  of 

politics. 


GLIANINGS^    &r.  369 

politics,  than  of   fafhion:    they  arc   equally 
adapted  to  the  cabinet  of  a  minifter,  as  to  the 
tea-table  of  a  lady.     (The  fmoker  ftared,  and 
again  drew  in).     They  are  the  repofitories  of 
our  dreflcs,   amufements  and  amours.     (The 
breath  ft  ill  fucked  in  ftrongly.}     'Tis  a  fort  of 
folecifm  in  politenefs,  riot  to  have  one,  at  leaft, 
fcrved  up  with  breakfaft ;  the  aforefaid  Morn- 
ing Herald,  the  Oracle,  Morning  Chronicle, 
Star,  Sun/  Moon,    Diary,    Public  Advertifer, 
Gazetteer,    or  fome  other.      And  each  cofts 
three  ftivers,  or  I  believe,   fince  |the    laft  re- 
gulations, four:  but  I  am  convinced  if  they 
coft   fourteen,   the  curiolity    of  the    Englifh 
nation  would  pay  up  to  their  price,  and  when 
taken  frefh  at  breakfaft,  not  a  Dutch  break- 
faft, without  tea-fpoons,    or  fugar,  or  bread, 
but  with  all  the  luxuries  of  the  tea  equipage, 
an  Englilhman,  "  has  ftomach  for  them  all!*- 
"  Ugh!'*  faid  the  Dutchman  betwixt  a  fighand 
fuck  I    **  Four  ftivers !"  Yes,  and  perfons  of 
condition  muft  have  feveral.   In  fome  families, 
as  many  as  there  are  cups  and  faucers  :  though 
they  never  laft  longer  than  the  hour  of  break- 
faft,   which  furnifties  by    the  help   of  thefe 
hiftorians  of  the  morning,  plenty  of  flight  or 
fubftantial   topics,    for   the  reft    of  the  day. 
Love,  hate,  an  enemy  to  be  cenfured,  a  friend 
VOL.  II.  Bb  to 


to  be  praifcd,  a  beauty  to  be  fct  off,  a  rival:  tO' 
be  decried,  a  minifter  to  be  fcouted,.  an  opr 
pofitionift  to  be  put  into  his  place  :  a  fcand^l 
a/Terted,  denied^  re-^flertticl*  re-denied*  In 
fhbrt,  an  Englilh  newfgapef  is  a  book  of  uni- 
verfal  ufe,  knowledge,  and  information,  and  is 
as  neceflary  to  a  man  or  vom^n^  of  any  pre*, 
tenfion  to  tafte,  as  powder  in  thq  hs^ir,  or  a 
watch  in  the  pocket.  The  man  of  ifmoke  had 
by  this  time  gathered  a  mouthful;  his  cheeks 
inflated,  apd  he  looked  as  if  he  was  taking 
aim. 

Not  continued  I,  carclefsly,  that  they  are 
univerfaily  read.  In  private  houfes,  there  arc 
on  an  average,  five  overlookers  to  one  ex- 
aminer. The  females  of  a  family  only  Ikim. 
the  fcandal  and  amufements,  mixing  a  little  of 
bpth  with  each  difli  of  tea — a  kind  of  fenti- 
mental  cream,  which  is  faid  to  give  a  moft  de- 
lightful flavor  to  the  repafl: :  the  mafter  of  the 
manfion,  betwixt  every  piece  of  bread  and. 
butter,  lays  a  flice  of  politics,  more  relifhing  to 
him  than  the  bread  and  butter  itfelf,  and  frefti 
made  from  that  prolific  milch-cow,  the  public : 
and  although  when  (he  has  yielded  a  brimming 
pail,  in  one  colurhn,  fhe  frequently  kicks  it 
down  in  the  next,  uU  the  fweetcft  intelligence, 

(whethcf 


(whether  for  or  againft  the  miniftry)  all  turns 
four  on  the  ftomach^  the  good  man  would  find 
fomething  wanting  were  he  not  to  fee  a  frelh 
fupply  fcrved   up  the  next  morning,     Thou- 
fands   read  only   the   price  of  flocks^-  which 
though  contained  generally  in  an  inch  of  news^ 
(here  a  grand  puff  at  me)  is  chearfully  paid  for 
in  the  fum  of  three  or  four  fti vers.     Thoufand« 
divert  themfelves  only  with  the  robberies,  mur- 
ders, deaths^  and  marriages,  all  of  which  might 
be  packed  in  a  walnut-  (hell,  and  leave  room 
almoil   for  the   bankruptcies.      When   I   had 
gained  this  fentence,  through  fire  and  fmoke^ 
all  that  my  principal  auditor  had  colleded  into 
his  mouth,  during  the  relation,  was  difcharged 
in   my  face,  which   it  enveloped   in  clouds. 
And,  pray,  interrogated  the  puffer,   where  do 
you  find  room  for  your  long  hiftory  of  pick- 
pockets and  highwaymen,  for  I  am  told,  you 
have  as  many  rogues  in  a  day  as  newfpapers ! 
What  do  you  take  us  for,  Mr.  Traveller:  do 
you  recollc(5t  that  we  are  too  near  neighbours, 
to  fwallow  all  this !  (fwallowing  a  large  quan- 
tity of  fmoke,  as   if  to   imitate  the  adtion)  I 
infilled  upon  the  truth  of  my  affertions,  which 
made  my  fmoker  ferioufly  angry :   he  fhook 
fome  of  the  fire  from  his  pipe,  then  mouthed  it 
again ;  and  as  be  walked  backwards,  and  for- 

B  b  2  wards. 
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wards,  whiffed  off  feveral  puffs  in  fucceflion, 
inlifling  that  the  number  of  papers  publifhed 
in  Amfterdam,  did  not  exceed  a  paper  a  day, 
or  two  at  moll,  and  that  they  contained  all 
that  was  neceffary  j  adding,  as  to  amufements, 
fcandal,  &c.  he  looked  on  them  only  as  fkim 
milk;  and  the  latter  ftill  worfe — (kim  milk 
turned  four.  But  you  Englifhmen,  as  all  the 
world  knows,  are  great  travellers^  and  ever 
ready  to  take  advantage  of  us,  poor,  flay-at- 
home  people — he,  he,  he ! !  The  emphafis  on 
the  word  travellers y  and  the  bitter  irony  in  the 
laugh,  aggravated  by  the  moll  farcallic  fet  of 
fnuff-coloured  features,  in  turn,  vexed  ;;7(?,  and, 
knowing  that  a  fellow  of  this  call  is  bell  pu- 
nrilhed  by  himfelf,  I  raifed  my  voice  ^  pitch 
higher,  to  inform  him,  that  every:  fyllable  I 
had  uttered, refpedling  the  quantity,  and  quality 
of  Englilh  newfpapcrs  was  true,  and  that  more- 
over there  were  tens  of  thoufands,  in  the  city 
of  London,  and  its  environs,  who  took  in,  and 
paid  yearly  for  one  or  more  of  the  faid  papers, 
without  reading  a  paragraph  in  a  month.  ' 

§ 

This,  though,  as  you  know,  my  friend,  literally 
true,  was  a  great  deal  too  much  for  my  fmoke- 
dried  veteran,  who,  throwing  down  his  pipe, 
and  the  price  of  the  coffee,  with  v/hlch  he  had 

4  moiftcned 
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moiftened  it,  and  then  throwing  an  old  thread- 
bare blue  cloak  acrofs  his  flioulders,  took  off 
his  hat  with  the  moft  ludicrous  folemnity,  and 
hobbled  off  thanking  me  for  my  Brussels 
Gazette  Extraordinary.  When  he  was  gone 
Ibme  German  gentlemen  obferved,  that  they 
law  I  was  refolved  to  play  on  the  old  fellow, 
and  that  he  deferved  it  for  his  rudenefs;  ^nd, 
indeed  for  his  not  feeing  more  clearly,  I  was  in 
jeft ;  for,  added  they,  we  live  in  a  very  large 
town  in  Germany,  where  the  Englilh  paper 
corner  from  London,  and  had  been  told  it  was 
the  bell  of  the  three  to  bf  had  in  that  city. 

Such  are  tbeprejudices  of  nations.  But  I 
perceive  amongft  the  bundles  you  have  fent  me, 
is  a  Gazette  Extraordinan^  indeed.  You  have 
marked  one  paragragh-rSerein  with  your  pen- 
cil, and  archly  underwrote  this  brief  epitaph, 
Alas,  poor  Gleaner !  In  the  very  inftant  that  I 
thus  fport  with  the  pen,  holding  it  lightly  be- 
tween  my  fingers,  correfponding  to  the  light- 
nefs  of  my  heart,  which  bounds  with  pleafure 
on  the  receipt  of  your  letter  and  parcel ;  and 
at  the  novelty  of  unclouded  fpirits,  after  the 
deprcflions  of  ficknefs,  I  fee  that  I  am  dead. 
I  breathed  my  laft,  it  feems  at  Coblentz.  As 
I  purpofe  Gleaning  that  city  in  due  time,  I- 

B  b  3  intend 
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intend  to  pay  due  refpcft  to  the  fpot  where  J 
was  bttried,  vifit  tny  owri  grave,  and  write  my 
own  epitaph.  Thdugh  you  humourou.fly  in-n 
form  rhe  that  has  been  already  done  for  tnc  in  a 
very  handfomc  manner,  by  my  friends,  in  Eng*, 
land.  This  is  the  third  time  in  the  courfe  of 
my  fffe,  that  ^  have  b^n  put  to  death,  in  the 
new^apeH^    without   my  conient  or   know« 

«•  Thttcfc  they  flew  Ae  flafo,'.^ 

And,  let  "me  affure  yoxiy^ 

"  •«"  Tliricfc  havcl  liV'd  ligainv*' 

'  ■  .■  -, 

True,  indeed,  I  was*  tak^n  out  of  the  world 
fuddenly,  and  once  went  off  after  a  lingering 
iicknefs.  '  But  to  fhew  thaf  the  '  ptlhciple  of 
chariiy  ftill  fiirvives  in  ine,  I  forgive  all  thofe 
who  have  Tiad  a  hancj  in.  my  death,  With  all' 
my  heart;  and  reallyj^  at  this  good  natured 
foment,  feel  a  fort  of  reludance,  at  the  im- 
pofribllity  of  giving  my  friehds  this  public  fatis- 
fadion  of  knowing  I  am  in  the  land  of  the 

living,  without,  at  the  fame  time,  difappoiftting 
thofe,  if  ^riy  fuch  there  be,  who  have  derivec^ 
any  fatisfadion  iq  nuipbcfing  me  with  the  dead, 
By  way  of  confolation,  however,  I  will  have  the 
Jcindnefs  to  inform  thcrifi  that^^  notwithftanding, 


,G  t  E  A  X  I  N  G  S«  -  &^r>  12  7^ 

*«  In  aiU  riiy  tranderings  round  diis  world  of  caft, "     .  .   i 
. ."  la  ill  my  grkfe,  9n«L  God  has  giv'»  my.lharcv"    _  _, 

T 

I  am  juft  now  in  general  good  fpirits  ^an^4 
heakh,  they  may  exped  in  fon^ething  lefs  than 
a  hundred  years,  to  have  the  pleafant  int^l^ 
ligence  confirmed.  Meantime,  I  heartily  wifli 
them,  and  you,  my  friends  and  enemies,  the 
conifort  or.t>eing  killed  only  upon  paper,;/or 
many  years  tojc^wnc;  with  the  additionfiil  ^^fi^ 
men(  of  revifitiqg  ;he  country  where  they  dij?4 
as  often: as  they  ple^fe  I  If  itco^tfiiA$,t^e  ioycjijf 
fcenery  which  bloorms  round  Cptjler^tz^;  where  { 
l^avc  be^n  ;  ^  >.  |ang  cntoinb^d;:;iM4  wh^Gj^ 
fcenery  I  havf^^fn  'ftore.  for  yjojuj;.^  thd^  happjf 
ghofts,  miftajking  ;ir,  pcrhap?>  pjwthe.Elyftac^ 
Fields,  might ;npt  *^  be  fond  tft  r^fign  it.'* 


»•.■>•     •!         • 


''i 


,  But,  graeip^s  Pxovidence !  wh^  will  not -ayr. 
bear^  and  l*on  dii^  thofe  two .  welLinforip^, 
perfpnages,  who;  know  every  thing .  tl}at '  h^ 
and  has  pot^  happened,  fay?  Sincp  I  have  been, 
upon  the  Continent,  I  have  been  ^^^^  of.  foj 
many  events  h^yiqg  taken  placCr  jtp  ffyfflf  «59^-. 
others,  not  one  of  which  ever  did,  will,  ^Rs 
can  happen,  in  politics,  in  civil,  or  in  ut^ivil  -^ 
matters,  that,  methinks  it  would:be  apleafiiirt.. 
work  to  bring  under  one  point  of  view,  a  <;oUi 
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IcAion  of  Fort  dits^  and  we  bears^  or  the  rumour 
book  of  what  was /aid  to  he^  which  was  not,  for 
the  new-year.  It  might  be  publifhed,  you 
know,  with  the  almanacks,  and,  I  qucftion, 
whether  even  Mr.  Newberry  ever  yet  offered 
liis  little  or  great  readers,  a  book  ha,If  fo  full  of 
pretty  and  wonderful /^r/W. 

But  in  another  of  the  papers  you  have  fent 
me,  I  difcover  a  fecond  pencil  mark,  accom- 
panied by  requefts  thus  cxpreffed :  "  This 
muft  be  Gleaned,"  You  remember,  it  h  oppo- 
fite  the  little  funeral  tribute  I  paid  to  the  death- 
devoted  horfe;  of  my  beloved  friend*,  to  whom 
the  public  are  indebted ;  and  a  large  debt  it  is, 
for  introducing  the  three  greateft  poets  of 
Greece  into  England,  and  in  an  Englifh  djfcfs, 
as  rich,  graceful,  and  flowing,  as  the  robes  of 
their  own  country.  You  have  a  palTage  too,  in 
your  letter,  impoi'ting,  that  the  petitionary 
vcrfes  of  this  poor  deed,  will  ferve  as  a  very, 
proper  counterpart  to  the  hiftbryl  have  given 
df  my  own  a]ged  horfe  in^oiir  firft  fheaf:  and 
defire  to  preftrve  them  from  the  fate  of  fu^ 
gitivc  papers,'  of  "the  flying  ftieets  of  the  day, 
in  our,  I  hopcf,'  more  permanent  correfpond- 
cnce.  Here  then,  in  obedience  to  your  wifhes, 
I  infcrt, 

•  Mr,  Pottcr>  Prebend  of  Norwich, 
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nE   JIDDMESS 

OF 


HIS  MASTER, 

tf  his  {dfe  iaffo)  latg  mmMe /hm  atrtm  tli 

I. 

AND  bat  dKm  fiz'd  my  doon,  IWeet  lUfcer,  lajr  ? 

Aai  vik  dM»  kill  dij  favat^  old  jnd  poor  I 
A  fittle  loager  let  me  lhc»  I  pof, 

A  fidk  loonier  hobUe  rauadtiij  dooiw 

II. 

For  nndi  it  ^ads  me  tobdiold  das  jilaoev 

And  iKMife  fmfain  dns  holpitdile  flied  i 
It  ^adi  me  moie  to  fee  mf  Mater's  &o^ 

And  filler  aev  die  ^  wfadc  I  TO  faicd. 


III. 

foe  oo  to  dnolEi  os  wiiat  wc  bodi  cb^gj  Oy 
In  wBf  life's  pdnc,  ac  I  was  old  and  poor! 

Wncn  finooi  diejocond  mooito  cf6€oi|iia^dy 
Mj  smcipns  liaier  on  dns 


IV. 

natcdanc'd 

Suoc  fiit  thcfe  w3|r-vomfinbs  to  Ina  I  £>ve; 
SvQCt  tminng  jcnsf  viKn  bodi  of  ns  wctt  yoony ^ 
Tbe  kndct  jiiiici  and  die  lu|i|nLt  tstc« 


V. 

Ah,  years  fwcct-fmilii|g,  oewibr  ever  flown^. 

Tei^  years  thrice  told«  alas»  are  as  a  day  t 
Yet,  as  together  we  arc  aged  growQ^ 

Let  us  together  wear  oar  age  away* 

VI* 

For  ftxll  the  tiip^,  long  paft,  zap  de^  to  thought, 
And  rapture  mark'd  each  imnuteas  it  difswg 

To  youth,  and  joy,  all  change  of  iearom  brought* 
Faim  that  were  foft,  or  pl«afures  that  were  new* 

Evr*n  wheifAy  loVcffck  heart  fefr  fond  afernts. 
Alternate  throbbing  with  its  hopes  ^nd  fears  |    ' 

Did  I  not  bcar'thee  to  the  fair  oriels  arnis, 
AiTure  thy  faith,  and  dry.«|k all  thy  tears? 

* 

•  *  •  •• 

rtrr. 

And  hall  th<fu  fix'4  my.d<»th,  iWto^  ms^flcjr,  fay  ?  . 
And  wilt  tlfou  kill  thy  fervant^  <)14  and  poor  ?    ! 
A  little  longer  let  me  live,  I  pray, 

A  little  longer  hobble  round  thy  door. 

-  •     •  '        .•■».• 

IX, 

Ah,  could'tf  thoJi  bear  to  fee  thy  fcrvant  bleed, 
Ev*n  tho'  thy  pity  has  decreed  his  fiite. 

And  yet,  in  vain  tihy  heart  for  life  fliairpleadli 
]f  Nature  has  deny 'd  a  longer  date, 

•  ■    ■  X, 

Alaskl  I  fed,  '$h  Nature  dooms  my  death, 
I  feel,  too  fere,  'th  pity  deals  the  blow ; 
But,  c*cr  it  Mis,  <)h  Nature  taffec  my  ^breath, 
,  .  Ai^d  my  kind  Mailer,  (hall  no  bloodlhed  know. 


\,^ 


XU 
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XI. 


E'er  tfie  laft  hour  of  my  allottied  life, 
A  fofter  fate  Ihall end  me^  old  and  poor; 

Timely  (hall  fare  me  from  th*  uplifted  kqife. 
And  gently  ftrctch  me.  at  .my  maftet's  door. 


Suffer  me  to  Gonti^d  with  thjsy  the  poetical 
addrefs  of  my  owa  old  horfe,  to.^jOQblc 
p^tronef^  who  faved  bim  from  death* 


4^ 


«  i»  • 


THE  GLEjNER't  STEEO  : 

.  .       ^      ;     »  ,      .  .  .     • 

-  TO 

THB  COUNTBSa  Of  .STRATHMORS, 

Jfhofrtfiru^dhcrfnitt  LeiioHf  mid  J^OThitit  after  0nC'4i9^'tfwent% 


ijV^rftten  in  iftf^  Pop6*a  Gardens. 

AS  late  my  mafter>  not  to  fame  unknovrq^ 

Who,  touph'd  with  pity,  "  mark'd  me  for  his  own/* 

JIv'n  when<s-ah  fa^e  fcverc !— difeas'd  I  by« 

To  pain,  to  want,  amd  fiercer  M A  n  a  prey : 

Weak,  old,  and  poor,  when  not  a  friend  was  nigfa| 

Till  He  was  fent  by  fav'ring  fympathy-.. 

As  Ute  my  matter  |iehtly  rode  along. 

In  June's  fair'  morning,  meditating  fong. 

We  faw,  ait  length,  fam'd  Twick'riam's  tuneftl  flia4^, 

Seat  of  the  Mufe,  ahd  fervent  thus  1  pray'd; 

P  foul  of  him,  who  once  thefd  fcenes  adorh'dj^ 

fricpd  of  the  gcntfc  Gay,  wfeo  ncYW  fc9Tn'4 


Ow 
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Oor  haplefs  tnbe,  but  taught  us  to  rehearfe 
Our  wants»  our  wiQics,  hopes  and  fears^  in  yerle  ^ 
Taught  us  to  triumph  o'er  the  reafoniog  btute* 

And  made  os  often  umpire  in'  difpute  i 

.  •         ■■■■■♦« 

Do  thou,  dn  this  bkft  fpot,  the  la^r  impart. 

That  fpe^'s  the  language  of ''a  grateful  Wrt* 

Ah  grant  the  power  in  numbers  to  relate. 

How  much  1  owe  the  foother  of  my  fate  ] 
'  To  hcr,^wli6(c  kina  and  hofpitamc  care  \ 

**  Prefiarv^iny1)cinginAclaft*dcfpi8lir,  :    .       ^ 

•        i  *     •  ^ 

«     I  ■  »     ' 

I  have  obferved  to  you  that  the  Mufe  of 
Sympathy  gleaned  thefe  lines  in  Mr.  Pope's 
gardens  at  Twickenham ;  but  the  fame  vifir, 
you  remember,  was  produftive  of  a  few 
verfes  fac^d  to  the  delightful  bard,  whofc 
poetic  fcenes  the  Gleaner  was  then  furveying,. 
This  is  the  place  to  prcfcrvc  them,  and  you 
fay  they  were  worthy  of  prefervation.  They 
were  written  an  hour  after  lc;aving  the  place ;  .^^f^., 
and  h^re  they  are, 

DEEM  not,  O  Spirit  of  the  bard  dinpc, 

I  came  a  fpoiler  to  thy  tuneful  (hrine^; 

Tho'  from  thy  conf<^rated  tre^  I  boit; 

One  weeping  ipray»  and  robb'd  thy  Jidneral  ftore  \ 

With  more  than  pilgrim  fervor  to  my  breaft. 

The  facred  reliques  were  devoutly  preft : 

Full  of  the  power  that  mark'4  the  hallow'd  fpot> 

««  Where  nobly  penfivc,  St.  Jphn  fat  aad  thought.*^ 

In  every  nerv^  I  felt  the  kindling  flame ; 

hsA  warm  from  thee^  thcinfpiration  camft^ 
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From  thcc  alone— untouched  by  **  Stanhope's  fcopc"; 

I 

The  fccncs  that  charm'd  me  were  the  fcenes  of  Pope. 

But  as  the  day  on  which  thefe  lines  were 
written,  was  wholly  dedicated  to  the  Mufe, 
fo  I  beg  may  be  this  letter,  which  fhall  be 
clofcd  by  one  more  home-made  copy  of  verfes, 
on  a  heart-felt  occafion,  the  alarmirig  ficfciiefs 
of  my  beloved  Mr.  Potter.  This  is  a  Gleaning 
which  the  world  will  accept  with  fmilcs  for 
the  fake  of  the  fubjed„ 

If  magic  fong,  by  every  Mofe  infpir'd. 

Enrich 'd  by-fcience^  and  by  genUs  fir'd; 

If  wit,  by  wifdom  chaften'd  and  refin'd. 

Learning's  ftrong  power,  with  fancy's  glow  combinM  ^ 

If  generous  paffions,  by  the  foul  approv'd. 

And  gentleft  feelings,  never  weakly  mo?*d  ; 

If  virtues,  fach  as  thefe,  may  claim  thy^care. 

Giver  of  health !  attend  a  fuppliant's  prayer. 

With  healing  on  his  wing,  thy  angel  fend 

To  fave  the  bard,  the  father,  and  the  friend ! 

The  prayer  was  heard.  My  venerable  friend 
3'et  lives,  to  the  triumph  of  the  Gleaner  and 
the  world* 


Letter 
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LETTER    XLVIL 

70  THE  %3M%. 

MX  »£^I^  F&IXND^ 

Haarletm 

Notwithstanding  my  avowed 

and  inveterate  quarrel  with  brick  and  mortar^ 
I  fhould  be  ftrongly  tempted  to  woo  the  de- 
fcriptive  Mufe,  and  make  a  long  paufe  \n  this 
charming  town,  till  (he  affiftcd  me  to  ling  the 
various  beauties  of  Mr.  Hope's  delightful  villa, 
but',  for  a  reafon  ftronger  than  the  temptation, 
and  yet  the  moil  fimple  that  can  be  imagined, 
namely,  becaufe  it  truly  **  he^ars  defcription.*' 

Into  this  Jittle  Paradife  the  worthy  proprietor 
has  contrived  to  bring  every  thing  that  the 
arts,  or  their  happieft  votaries  could  furnifh, 
that  fortune  could  procure,  or  tafte  arrange. 
Could  we  fuppofe  a  man  of  the  fineft  fortune 
to  be  at  the  fame  time  a  man  of  the  fineft 
tafte,  which  is,  by  the  bye^  fuppofing  a  very 
rare  aflcmblage,  and  which  the  Gods  who 
made  him  poetical   commonly    refufe;    and 

could 
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cfeuld  we  even  t<j^.thefe  poffeffioM  adjoin  the 
moft  corred  jiidgement,  thehoufe  at  Haarlem 
*rouId  be  the  cxail:  refidencc  of  fo  adorned  a 
proprietor ;  fince  it  ad:ually  contains  and  iU 
luflrrates  whatever 

«f  Painting  can  cxprefs, 
««  Or  youthful  poets  fancy  wjjen  they  love." 

It  contains  alfo,  Aiy  friend,  what  is  far  better 
than  either  poetry  or  painting— an  highly  efti- 
mable  charadter,  being,  indeed,  but  one  thing 
more  elegant  and  beautiful  than  this  villa,  and 
that  is,  the  heart  of  its  owner,  which  is  amongft 
**  the  nobleft  works  of  God.*'  Every  perfon 
of  every  defcription  is  the  hiftorian  of  Mr* 
Hope ;  and  he  is  one  of  the  very  rare  excep- 
tions of  being  fpokcn  well  of  by  every  body, 
and-  deferving  it*  Thcfe  univerfally-praifed 
characters  being,  I  have  obferved,  nine  tinniest 
out  of  ten,  the  objeiits  of  determined  panegy* 
ric,  nobody  knows  why  or  wherefore;  juft  ia 
like  proportion  as  thofc  whom  this  iame  every; 
body  has  feledted  as  a  mark, 

**  for  fccJrn  to  point  the  moving  finger  at," 

is  deferving  better  report.      I  have,  at  this 
moment,  tho  honour,  and  it  is  my  pride  alfo, 

to 


V 


*.  >^ 


to  know  a  man  of  whom  all  poflible  ill  has  been 
publickly  fpokcn,  and  who  merits  a  charadtcr 
where  thoufands,  whom  he  has  melted  by  his 
charity^  animated  by  his  afFc&ion>  or  informed 
by  his  wifdom,  have  written  it— in  their  heart's 
core — where,  long  fince,  I  have  written  your's^ 
my  friend :  and  this  moft  excellent  and  moft 
abufed  man  is  ftill  labouring  under  a  load  of 
accufations  that  a  fiend  Would  blufli  at. 

The  trial  of  Warren  Haftings  is  as  much  the 
conyerfation  abroad  as  at  home^  and  it  is  uni- 
formly fpoken  of  with  wonder^  generally  with 
indignation,  as  the  darkeft  ingratitude  of  his 
countrymen  for  preferving  their  country !  a 
recompenfe  too  often  attending  the  publick 
benefador  of  every  country. 

Although,  in  point  of  correfpondence ^  I  have 
inow  brought  you,  my  eftimable  friend,  n6  far- 
ther than  Haarlem ;  in  point  of  travel^  I  have 
therein  mingled  the  remarks  of  fome  years, 
and  you  will,  all  along,underftand  that  whatever 
I  offer  is  the  refult  of  nly  frequent  vifits  or  re- 
fidcnce  as  well  in  Holland,  as  other  countries. 
The  refledions,  therefore,  which  I  prefent  to 
you,  are  rarely  the  confequence  of  immediate 
notice  at  the  moment  of  writing  to  you,  but 
are  flrong  confirmations  of  what  has  been  feen 

and 


OLE  A  R  I  N  G  S^    &C.  ""  ^SS 

and  felt  diirihg  the  courfe  of  thoTe  tefidcnccs 
and  vifits,  fully  refolved  to  exemplify  what  the 
valuable  Dr.  Moore  (whofe  obfcrvations  are  not 
mori  fprightly  than  folid)  has  faid  on  this  very 
fubjedl,  viz.  «*  truly  to  know  pepplc  aiid  places, 
it  is  abfolutcly  neceflary  to  relide  in,  and 
amongft  thenii  a  confidcrablc  time." 


«c 


•^  It- |s.  then,  after  having,  in  a  ?our  of  fomc 
years,  rourid,and  ^crofs  many  touiitries  (which 
a  rapid  trippift,  would  have  .fkimiped  with  a 
diilzyikind  of fpccd,  that  fe^s  npjhiag  diftinflly^ 
and  .which  cfertainly  a  right-on  traveller  might 
pafs  in  a  few  Wieeks,)  that  I  wiU  now  give  you 
the  colledted  evidence  of  different  countries, 
gleaned  at  different  opportunities,  on  the  fub^ 
jcft.of  the  profecutip.n  fl;ill,.a^  ypu  inform  me, 
carrying  on  in  .Weftniinfter-Hall... 


% 


No  man,  who;  haa.  not.  bq^n  abroad,  can 
coaccive :  the  degree,  of  aftopiflbr^r^eqt,  which 
acconipani^es  Che  fligbteft  mention  of  this  matter 
to  foreigners.  X^S.^^A  the  Gleaner  for  an 
explanatiion  of  pjrsujpxes.  *yWhy  dp  you  bring; 
?*  XQ  a  tribunal  of  public  juftice  a  j)ublic  be-r 
*^nefat3:or?  Why  are  you  majfing  him  pQQi:, 
"  who  hath  made  you  rich?  VVhy.  do^the,  In^ 
I!  di^ns  unifornjly  fing  the.  pr^aifes  of  ;he  man, 
.;  VOL.  II.  Cc  "  whom 
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^  whom  the  Englifli  have  fclefted  for  cciifuit^ 
^  on  the  pretence  of  his  having  dealt  cruelly 
**  by  thofe  very  Indisn»^  who  arc  the  loudefl' 
^  in  his  pai>egyrlc?  The  :Gleancr  tell^^^  them; 
that  the  iikc  qucftioiis  arc  continually  made 
(without  receiving  any  fatislSg^dory  reply)  by 
the  people  of  England.  Hr  owns  hinrifelf  to 
be  one  of  the  thoufands  who  want  fagacity  to 
folve  the  moft  palpable  co'tltradidionshi  and 
that^  therefore^  he  is  bewildered,  lik«  thein«<» 
felves,  to  account  for  the  fuppofe^l  union  of 
the  darkeft  vices^  and  brighteft  viitAcs,  in  the 
fdimt  mind:  or  how  the^  mod  melciiig  charity 
and  favage,  hard-hedi'ted-  avarice^  the  fofiieft 
a^fTedkions,  and  moil-  def|2ptic  exeix:i&  of  the 
word  paflions>  the  moft ,  bonndlefs.  generofity]^ 
with  the  mod  fordid  ex^Gdon^  caa  aflbmbl^ 
in  the  fame  bofom.  Buty  iky  they>  we  lurder.* 
Hand  that  the  chief  condu Aor  of  thefe  contra* 
didtions  is  a  man  of  fplend^dc  talents^  and  XUr* 
tues^  and  thai^  he  has  brougtrt  himfelf  to.  be^ 
lieve  his  acciifations  welt-fbunded^  ahhoi^b 
he  cannot  but  know  thitt  the  excelias  of  viftatf 
and  vice  in  the  fame  ehara€i:er  aremcot^^^ 
tibk.  That  the  beft  mtn  &aVe  frailties  we  all 
admit';  and- that  the  wx)rft  have  fomc  qualities 
left  pernicious  ^nd  deteftaWc  than  others,  is*  nd 
lefs  uhqudftibnablo ;  butto  be  at  once  €mi- 
'"     •  '  •  li^ittly 


neftrfy* diftinguifhedfoi*  tendferhefe,  aridTigour, 
for  feoUrtty  and  rapa<*ky,  for  honbtirabld  deal-*  * 
ing^^'and  fbf  difgracefuWrickimg,  a;m  contrai.  " 
riettVs  that  nature- •  h^i-felf  foltridtf  to  ittcet:  * 
**  And  yet  yoUr  nalidtt  hai  found  them  to  cd^.  " 
"  Here  ih  fhfc''  brtaft  df  Mr.  Haftingfe/'  x>bftrve 
they,  "  fince  we  do   not  find  that    the   moft 
virulent  of  thofe  who  are  brought  in  evidence 
agkihft  hiktt,  deily'him  thisj  flIrlatogB  Wiixtult 
of  qualities.    Ti^ft  usf  the  feft'  ?•' 


<c 
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I.stWill  begj.neturtied  rhc^GWa^ner,  to  de^" 
clip^  mvtitf ving  myfelf  arid  you  in  the  Ubyrindit  ' 
of  this  qucftidn>  the.anfwert  to  MjMch  havc^ 
fot^  m6vf  than  thrbe  jscars  paft  iiUcd  the.  preflbs  ' 
of  Orcdt  Britain;'  ^ahd  the  purale  remains^^  ' 
BuUiof'  ritfc  riaanr  thus  accufcd  d£  every !  thiiag 
bafVjron  thp  one  hfaad;.  and  ta whom -has  ^beeti  ' 
at|»buii»d^  evcryirthlrig::grcafc(amf'goodlonthe  *^ 
ot-iver,  i  ynil  give  ^ou  4r  littl*]  anecdo*^:  *rhic&  ^ 
m^y,  iftAlft  you,  :,p€rhafis,-,|«o(re  ?,th^rt)  aU.;$h»t  *' 
h^f  been  wjMteih  Jf^i^m.yci^^^  " 

mtfnt.   Jt  kj  iinfd^Qc},  aiVi^fy  romUW^rihfiideWt, 
ydt  Qjfgieat  acciwj^as  tti  thatrl-paix  of.  yopt 
qve(^i0&  M^ich  /eaqirircsj  afcer  general  difpo^ 
firidn  «ndfciMUBaiftlar;r. !  l^fhatll  ©nlyrp^dume  tWat  ^ 
the  trath  of  the  ciffCutrtftaiicei  ^is  indubita?ble.;;    " 


,  •.   f        .  r  -   •  f  ■    ■ 
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This  moft  injured  andmoft  excellent  Hian^ 
(fays  the  recoider  of  the  anecdote)  was  walk- 
ing at  early  day  in  his  pleafure  grounds^  iie»r 
**  Windfor,  when  'were,  exhibited  the  follow- 
ing traits  of  a  heart  replete,  with  the  m>bleft 
virtues,  though  charged-  with,  the  fouieft 
•crimes.       :     : 


CC 

c« 
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"As  a,n  unfeen  fpedlator/'  continues  the  re^ 
later,  **  I  beheld  Warren  Haftings  going  along 
**  a  narrow  path-way,  in  a  zig-zag  kind  of 
*'  manner,  fometimes  flopping  fuddenly^  fome- 
"  times  cMtioufly  fctting  his  foot  forward, 
"  retrograde,  and  fideway,  t^  if  he  trod  with 
"  fear  and  trembling:  and  this  circumfpecfl 
**  movement  he  continued  till  he  was  h>ft  to* 
my  .view  amidfl  ^  the  windings  of  the  walkv 
So  ftrangr  a  procedtire,  however,  ftrongfy^ 
"  excited  my  ctiriofity,  and  I  teft  the  chamber 
*'  in  which  I  was  th^h '  fitting,  tcf  explore  the 
"caufci'  On  readhing^  the  tJJbt^' I  perceived 
"  ai}  cmniet's  neft  ton  one  fide  of  the  walk,  and 
"  the  induftrious  proprietors  of  it  called  forth 
"  by  the  waitmh  of  the  morning,  had  fpread 
•*  themfclves  over-tht  path-way*  The  defigw 
"  t}S  n:he  deftroyer  of  jfo'tmny^thoufands  of  :thc 
"  humain  race  was  ftudioufly  to  avoid  doing  amy 
J  injury  to  thefe  poor  ants.*    I  traced,  with  a 

"kind 
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**  kind  of  benevolent  joy,  the  Governor-Ge^ 
neral's  footfteps,  in  which  cfdbked,  irregu- 
lar, and  broken,  as  they  were,  I  could  plainly 
perceive  the  impreflions  of  the  teiidereft 
*'*  hekrr,  whofe  veiy  inftindts  were  bountiful.  It 
"would  have  touched,  warmed,  and  melted  "a 
philanthropift,  to  trace  thie  ttiafk^  of  fuch 
genuine  humanity  along  the  fand.  In  one 
place;  where  I  hadobferved  Mr.  Haftlngs'to 
ftoop  down,  he  had  been  at  the  trouble  to 
**  repair  with  his  hands  the  depredations  of  his 
"feet,  by  tebuilding  the  little  populated  hi/- 
"  lock,  whofe  fides  he  had  inadvertently  dst- 
maged;  and  at  another  mft,  wh^re  I  hali 
noticed  him  to  tnake  a  large  ftride,  the  bufy 
creatures  were  gathered  together  in  a  kind 
"  of  foraging  party;  which,  biit  for  that  geric- 
"  rous  ftride,  he  muft  have  exterminated. 
"  The  feeling  this  gave  penetrated  my  whole 
"  frattie :  but  as  I  am  of  an  ardent  temper,  I 
"  Ihould  have  ftt  down  fomc'part  of  my  emotion 
to  thofe  conftitutional  propenfities,  had  not 
nfiy  recital,  dcareff  friend,  of  this  little  anec- 
dote to  all  orders  of  people,  friends  and  en^- 
"  mics  of  the  man,  convinced  me  the  feeling 
*'  produced  in  all  other  nninds  was  the  fame,  aiid 
•^'  arifing  from  the  fame  caufe.  The  heart  aflcdd 
^'  fpontaneoufly,  whether  he  who  could  thus  aft 

c  c  J  towarcjs. 
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toward^  a  hilloGJc  of  poor  ants  wpuld  trample 
under  foot  all  the  law^  of  humanity, and  proyp 
'.  rhq  fGqvjrge:of  l;iisfcUaw-cf€;giXures,oyQrvk'hjofe 
•V  lives  ^ndjpjop^rtic.s  he  ha^d  cqyal  power ,Q;f  ^Qr 
f  in§ good  qr  evil?"  The  l?e^;:tfbwsqucftioning 
dpes  not  recei.ve  a  reply  foJely  from  the.aiffipc- 
tioijs,  for  rcafojj   herfelf  gives  in  an  .anfwer^ 
Rigorous,  as  lljjC  is  iii  her  Jyclgments,   forhc- 
t^meSi   where  xbe  fympatbifiijg  affcdions  arp 
ippft  iijdulgcnti.  flic  hc^f^c3  not  on  thi$  pc- 
.c^fipp,  JQ  projiavincc,  that  the  p.crfon  capablp 
of.  fuch  ^n  unfepn,  unoftjenfibic  action  is  coi\- 
jft,itutionai}y  pod  babituojlly  ii]f apable  of  tbofe 
cruelties^  wi^b   which  he?  ftand$   irapeacb.ed- 
1  h^ve  her/!  "ufcd  the  word  fO^JfifuiiQ^aily,  ^s 
implicating  r  a  nafural  inc^pqpity  to  adt  cone- 
trary  to  the  jriiUng  paflion  of  the  maij,  whqfe 
forbearanj^e.  ^to,  cgmrait  ^dts  Qf  bailbarity  may 
i^e  coQfidere^d  father  ^s  a(i  jinitindl:  than  .^  vi/v. 
tue;  land   I  J^pi|ld  think    Warren  Haftings 
inight  he  fpvind  innocent  of  cruelties  on  the 
fimple  argqmf nt  of  mor^l  and  phyficaJ  impaf- 
^l^bility  to  a6);  the  part  of  a  tyrant*    Do  not^  at 
the  fame  t,i{i)e^  fuppofp  I  am  ignorant  of  the 
jfneer    ^yith  which  certain  profound  cjiticks 
.  .i^^ould^  and  ;vvill^  treat  the  important  inference^ 
drawn  from  thefe  premifcs.     Thofe  who  judge 

^  qf  the  bias  of  the  human  mind  only  from  great 

events, 
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€a)€nls^  ^ill  finile  at  the  conceit  of  honourably 
acquitting  4  State  cciipinal  on  the  evidence  of 
his  forbearing  to  crijiih, a  neft  ofipfii^ds,  whoff 
diddich  or  prefervation,  fay  they,  Wjeighs  nothing 
in  the  fcale  of  humanoffences.  In  anfwer  to 
all  which,  I  fliall  Qiilybeg  ta  refer;  aU  fuch 
lovers  of  the  fublime  to  an  honcft  fcrutiny 
into  thfir-^ww  hewi$^\i\itxt^  if, they.havc  found, 
when  aJlteie,  a.  clifpbfiition  to.  c^j^rcife  undite 
aiKhority  over  tbeir^bjitis,  dooi^ftic  aoin>at$,  or 
evon  titfe  ^b^tfeiit;afe,ijpp'ni«g  on  thejr  window, 
iitfliort,  to  vex,ofiha;raf$:-^ny  thing  within  their 
power^ior  iind<frri;l|eiir  pi^te&iodi .  (I  mean 
wheh  thty  were  eVcnrin  that  early  ftagc  of  life, 
when  c^ea&n.^nd  hatural  tendcirneffii;  i>i  natural 
cruelty;  fof  i  feai' fu^ch  tbirigs  are  b^gan  in  thejr 
/>;^^tfi%lay$  and  exerfcifcsjl  they  will  have  a 
cldar  *tfnVfeai(Jft='»P  flid  importaode  of  thofe 
apjJtereftt '  ft-iftftT'  in  x\t  judgnient  which  they 
enable  us  b^'^f^rin  ef  htrmi»ii  hearts,  and  cha^ 

raAers,  during  thfe  reift  of  life  \  fefiee  our  vicek 

like oiir virtues,    -'■  ""  -  •  ^     - 

<        •  ■  •  #        ■'.■'■  ■  -  ■    . 

♦*  .Qre^ty  ivkh  our  growth,  and.ftrengthen  with  our  ftrcngth." 

And  my  obfervatlons  have  never  yet  been  able 
to  accommodate  nfie  with  an  exception,  to  this 
very  broad  general  rule,  viz.  as  a  tender  hearted 
youth  (t  fpeak  not  of  an  infant)  never,  even  by 

Cc  4  the 
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the  force  of  ill  influence  and  example,  makes 
a  hard-hearted  man,'  without  firft  fuflfering 
many  "  compundious  vifitings  of  nature,"  fo 
a  cruel  difpofition,  manifefted  in  omv  firft  child- 
hood; is  carried  on  to  om/ecend,  changing  its 
objects;  but  not  its  tyranny".  "        '■    ■•    ■• 


^  •  t* 


;  .1 


Of  the  truth  of  this  aflfertidn,  you  are  your- 
felf,  my  invaluable  friend,  aft  example,  in  re- 
fpcft  tb  the  firft  part*  I  have  attended  the  pro- 
grefs  of  your  being  fr6|fri-lt6^^arlieft  dawn  to 
its  prefeiit  full  meridiam  Every  thing-com- 
mitted ito  y'cHir  care  Mras"  the  happier  for  it«~ 
While  yet  in  your  babyhood^  thii  natural. bc^ 
nignity  difcovered  itfclf,"  Was  a  lamb  to  be 
dorriefticatcd- ?  a  chicken,-  (haying  ftoni  .its 
mother,:  or  top  weak,  to  hear  the  rigours  of  the 
feafon;  to  be  foftcred  ?..I  itcm/embcr .  well  you 
were  appointed  the  nurfe,.  and  yerp  to  be 
^ntruftcd  with  its  life  or  d^ath.  From  that  hour 
hujiDai^ij^y;.paaf.ked  you  fpr  hjer  pwn:  andyou 
have  honoured  her  adoption.  Tlippbje^.of 
your  benevolence  have  of  CQurfe  varied.  To 
the  lamb,  which  w^s  to  be  of  your  houfehbld, 
and  to  the  chicken,  which  had  wandered  from 
its  parent,  fucceeded  the  helplefs  being,  who 
had  not  wherewithal  to  make  its  bed,  or  find 
a  fhelter  from  the  ftorm.    The  monarch'  Paf- 

noUi 
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fion,  ripened  into  a  monarch,  Principlof  and 
if  in  the  courfeof  my  long;  long  abfimce  from 
your  loved  fociety,  I  wiis'to  Hear  that  you  had 
been  impeached  for  humbcrlefs  high  irimcs  and 
mifdemeanours;  of  which  the/ibafis  was  inbuma^ 
nity^  I  ihould  fay,  that^if 'yotir  fenfes  remain- 
zed,  your  kind-hcartednefs^  remained  aljfo ;  afld 
that,  although  confidering  the  imperfedion  of 
our  Keing,  you 'itiightrbe  feduced  into  many 
frailties,  wcakjicflcs,''&c>  &c. -  you  muft  ' liav^ 
been  '  bbrn  again^  aTUi  mrich'.  diametrtcally  a 
.contrai^edx]lfpontibir,)bfi&rftiiyou  ro^ii  be  iff* 
humaq.  ^  And  on^thi'icpai)iKi0Ie  Lwoiild  dnfwer 
for  your  iiiiiQceQCc,OT  that. ia£:?hiyTaian,  with 
my  life.  Thus,  in  cafes  of  ttitder^hbartcdneft 
and  tyranny, 

•/ Trifles  light  *  air,-       »        "  ^ 

f  V  Art*  c^iifir4Mtio9s  ftroQg  > ' 

"  A^propfs  ^  Holjr.Wm.'-      ...   J 

Ypur  niind  M^iU  not  fipiply:  pardon,  but  rcvd- 
renCe  this  digreflion,  aad^retum  with  me  to 
Mr*  If  opc*«'  villa. 


To  this  beautiful  place. every  refpcdtbic 
traveller  may  gain  admittance.  Since  nothing 
l)ut  the  living  eye  can  do.  it  jufticc,  I  truft  you 
will  profit  of  this  urbanity  in  the  proprietor, 
yi)  the  niulif-rpom  there  is  a  pretty  invention 

for 


riTiag  tbe  fomds^  wichpiiit  feeing  the 
p,  by  whicfc.xneans  you  may  fuppofp 
be  aerial ; .  andi»  ind^d^  w^en  this  fa-^ 
s  fiUed  with  beautiful  women. bek>w>  and 
iflftniments   ^abo  vey    «»  *  id  o  ftea 
cafe  on  public  Aights>  it  requires  ,ycry  little 
<Bfi&<^afii^  to  £eci»  and  occiaimj  it  \%  heavei>i^ 


»!#.'  •  ii.  I.  ,, 


Fwr.objrAs  of  vcryr  difFcrcnt  kinds  wiU 
cxritcdie  ctiriofity  of  .a  ibrahger  in  thp  oeigh^ 
Aottrino^aad  toiia.  erf  Haarlem^  w'2;»  th^  beau  ty 
4£tbefiovers^  the  whttcwfi  of  tl!iejin«n,  the 
ttmoA  cekfUai  SoasAwoi  tlie  celdbfatedorgun, 
aBdt^firiL^>ecinAens  of  Laurence  Coftcr^  in 
tkeartof  priotingr-    .: 

la  regard  to  thrfirft,  a  florifl:  may  fee  his 
^Ydirtte  pafBon  carried  fo  thegreateft  excefs 
aaii  perfoftion,  no'  lelS  a  fum  than  5000  L 
>Mn;gWtD  fepan:ui$$>rroiot',:  and  there  is  fuch 
a  rinlrf  w  the.  flmtttuvs^  that  a  pevfon  has  beitti 
kmnvii  to  deftroy  himfelf^  on  finding  the  ttiftp 
«f  a  neighbour  more  beautifully  ftreakcd  or 

tliinihniihfeowak    ; 

•  ■         •  * 

Tlie  Ifeon  Metchrfries  of  Haarlem  are  an 

^^0Qr«rreftUtfHo(tty;  the  %erk)r  Vhitenefs 

9f  ihe  «iiittbtkK9>  l^mMb,  &c.  manufadured 

7  here, 
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here,  lias  been  attributed  to  the  flimy  .Abater 
pf  fhe  Mqer,  i'yaft  lake  in  tl)i§  neightjourhood. 
Jtipwever  that  be,  it  i^  certain,  the  puareft  lily, 
in  their  gardenia,  muft  yield  in  colour  jLp  th^ 
linen  that  covers  their  tables.  Indeed,  through- 
put Holland,  the  article  of  beautiful  Hi>e;i,.both 
at  bed  and  bopird,  is  a  luxury  w^  Ihall  in  vain 
look  for  in  every  other  couhtry.  The  moft 
Ordinary  inn,  il^e  cottages  of  the  peafantry,  and 
even  the  cabins  bf  the.  public  boats,  exhibit 
iUch  fbejCts,  tpwe^Sj  and.ta^^^^  tliat,  if 

we  conneff^  with  thefe^,the  ^jcceffivp  cleanlineft 
of  th.e  floflj:^^  furniture^ -^^d  Jcitch?n  j^f qifil^. 
we  fhould  not  heiState  to  pronpu.ncc  in  ^h^fiy 
gleaning,  that  the  Dutch  were  the  neateft  peo- 
ple upon  -ca^.  J  I  fay,  in  aa  hafiy  gleaning, 
b^c^ufe.  in.,  gpipg  over  th^  Ikmc  ground,  and 
1(3  appurtc;na^e^,  a  fecand  timc^  foo^  things, 
fo  much  tj^e  j;f  verfe  x)f .  neatneO^  will  be  found, 
jtl^at  (:he  piutf  h  axe  b^^  the  whojLe  tp 

a  level  witlf  tl^c  moifl:  dirty  n^tip^i  on  thf  iface 
,9f  the  ^Ipfee;-  T>ut  as  eygry  ipan^  who  ftays 
longenoughj  will  fee,  fepjipgly^  thi$  truth,  J  will 
pafs  over  the  particulars,  except  fuch  fpeci<« 
mens  as  I  gave  in  a  former  letter. 

With  refpieft  td  printings  ,?tr9^oiirg  dilputes 
with  Haarlem  the  honpur  of  th^t  ufefuL  and 

beautiful 


394-  GL£ANHr:Gi,     Hc. 

for  receiving  the  founds,  without  feeing 
inftruracnts,  by  which  means  you  may  fu 
them  to  be  aerial ;  and,  indeed,  when  t* 
loon  is  filled  with  beautiful  women  be' 
harmonious    inftruments    above,    f 
the  cafe  on  public  nights,  it  requir 
cnthullafm,  to  feel,  and  exclaim, ' 


Four  objicdts  of  very  difP 
excite  the  curiofity  of.  a  itra* 
bouihood  and  tovjt  of  Haa' 
d  the  flowers,  the  whiter 
almoft  celeftial  fbtmdirr 
and  t jie  fixft.  ijpccimtnf 
the  art  of  prioting*  - 


-nder  i^ 
letters  oVk 
MZt  a  thfr^ 
rrinting-officc 


In  regard  toth 
favourite  palfioi* 
and  perfecflior 
betnggiien  f 
arivalqcimt 

jknown  to 
of  a  nei 


T 


of 


**  birth  of  a  man 

••oer  as  its    chief 

',::   fo    many    ages 

-.vrr.municable  igno- 

- -:  was  then  kindled. 

•c  afFedions,  had   a 

•:•;  the  book,  and  the 

.>  :  i'j'/cd  over  the  world. 

V  >  ,»f  :he  art  being  given 

^v    vvit  fpread  it  with  im- 

^.*    -*:irtce;    Manutius  (the 

.  ,-^araclers)  through  Italy, 

and 
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beautiful,  invention;  but  on  comparing  the  pre- 
tenlions,  thofe  of  Haarlem  appear  to  be  the  beil 
founded.  It  isfcarce  ncceflary  to  remind  you,  that 
Cofter,  who  is  faid  to  be  the  difcoverer  of  this 
noble  art,  hit  upon  it  as  he  was  walking  in  the 
wood  adjoining  the  town.     For  Want  of  other 

• 

amufement,  he  cut  the  letters  of  his  name  on 

♦ 

the  bark  of  a  tree,  then  ftampt  them  upon 
paper  as  a  fcal,  ^tid  that  being  ftrUck  with  the 
impr^flibn,  he  conceived  he  could  render  it 
more  lively  by  engraving  the  fame  letters  oh 
lead*  This  alfo  fucceeding,  he  made  a  third 
eflay  ion  pewter,  and  ercde^  ^  printing-office 
in  his  own  houfe.         ^ 

To  Haarlem  then  we  owe  the  birth  of  a  man 
Vhom  literature  ihufl:  confideir  as  its  chief 
bencfadlor  and  parent.  After  fo  iriany  ages 
pa0ed  in  thcdarknefs  of  incommunicable  igno- 
rance, the  torch  of  fcience  was*  then  kiiidled. 
Genius;  wifdoiti;  and  the  afiydions,  had  *a 
•Wider  range,  and  at  once  the  book,  and  tHc 
light  of  knowledge  was  diffufed  over  the  world. 

The  firft  fpecimens  of  the  art  being  given 
by  Cofter,  Etiennes  foon  fpread  it  with  im- 
provements through  France;  Manutius  (the 
invchtor  of  the  Italic  charafters}  through  Italy, 

and 


and  the  Plsintms  through  the  Netherlands. 
Of  Plantings  high  degree  of  pcrfecftion  in  the 
art^  the  famous  Poliglotte^  of  Antwerp^  is  a 
fufficient  proof. 

:  Lawrence*  C6fter  is  om  of  the  very  few  to 
ivhofe  talents  .^public  gratitude  has  ^recSred  a 
memorial.  His  ftatue  is  in  the  Botanic  garden 
of  this  town.  I  have  juft  vifited  the  houfe  he 
inhabited,  over  the  door  of  which  I  glean  xixc 
following  infcription,  engraved  in  golden  let- 
ters: had  they  been  of  diamond^  his  fame 
deferves  them. 

"  Memorix  facrum.     Typographia,    ars  aVtiuni  cdnrer- 
**  ratio:  nuncprimmftinventacifckannoih  144^;"-' 


*f 


Evefy  man  of  great  tjilents  or  atchievemei^ts 
makes  an  infinite  number  of  poets,  good^ 
bad,  and  indifferent.  .  I  have  been  ihewn  a 
volume  facred  to  the  inventor  of  printings 
and  truly  I.  am  able  to  glean  only  the  follow- 
ing couplet,  deferving  your  perufal : 

^'Iliitisaite  artesonuievJihgarqae  renatae        ''■'■ 
"  £t  fparfa  in  me4i^  lux  .nova  aodfr  fuit," 

The  Catholicreligi  n  is  tolerated  here*  and 
its  votaries'  are  fo  numerous,  th^t  each  Cathb-^ 
lie  family  is,  obJged  to  put  on  the  door  of 

the 


the  hoiife,  the  letrct-  C-  th«f  *he  mlnttff*rs^o/  thfl: 
reformed  ohurchv  i^'makmg  their  ^^i&tn  4x  ' oj^ ' 
fiih,  fhDOld  know  ttoir^  OM^rt  itoCkS^/aiM  nd8  • 
jlray  into  another  man's  fold. 


Hmdem^  Mcfer  is  aff  dresiry  A  badjrofi  water 
as-  c^w  well  be  looked  on;  io  jis;  noif  ahKayk'/ 
pafled  without  baizand :  of  whicMoni  hrig^  < 
giean  mmd9erle&  iafiamces.     Amongft  atheril'^ 
ih^  widdh  lbUoW9; 
...       .       ■      *■  • 

•The  Kirtg  6f  Bohemia  having  beiflf  dethroned;  * 
and  driven  out  of  the  palatinate  by  the  Ertipe*- 
ror,  took  fandluary  in  Holland,    .tjeleft  Haar- 
lein,<  fays  the  anecdot^^  ;aw^4$  .  evening*  in 
the  month  of  December.    The  night  proved 
veif'dfcf^,  'arid  tHfe  BaRe'ttmjpWfuitisi  'ifhe'il^*- 
hhsA  falling  foul-  of  'tftstt?  ift'  ^feich'  he  M^ii' 
ftilmgi    fuWfe  it*^  diit<aiy.     The  Ring  ferbd*^- 
Wthfelf  «>r  i^tiriM«iilg';•  BbbiM*  etAfft'forii  ^o' 
had  bttn  the  cWmpaii^A'  artd'  flffii<fe  <yp  iki' 
exile,  was  drawtled.    Pt'ieatfdddi'th^t!'«Ke'1:ii¥' 
words  of  the-  jouflg)  pmoec^  wetifr-^*  AhM^fave 
**  me,  dear  feriter*,  fevc  ytftir' fiirt  :**  and '  that 
thofe  of  the  King,  in  his  laft  illnefs,  almoft  at 
the  ■■  mbttttrtt  of  his*  dWfith,  n^erfc  a'  r^etition  of 
this-fttthetic,  but  urfivallittg'rirquitrt'. '  . 

A  man. 


A  Hian,  fays.  Garter^  cati  hardly  go  (hroughr 
diilr^^c^fr  H^rkm^  without  &eii)g  foija.e  oh^. 
'^&&  that  remind  him  of  the  hi^prjr  ^of.^^ 

conntxf^  This; i&  a  truth  which;  f^w,  trstveUer^^v 
have  allowed  thcnirelve^^time^  to  be  act^uiiintcdj 
with,,  as  Haarlem  is  gfnera^Iy  looked  upo^  to- 
be  a  mere  thoroughfare  to  Amftcrdamy  which; 
is  coipptirpemtd  >^ith  notice  juft  ia  [the  degree 
that  this  towa  is  flighted.    :      : 

■       •  ■     -  •       ..   ..  ^ 

The  ruins  of  the  old  cftftfe  here^  whcreiiitthc: 
burghers  befieged  -thie  Lord  oif  tbei  pdeUre^fiar! 
his  tyranny,-  ate^  ftilL  to^biifi&eitp  This  ikge; 
would  have' cod  him  hia>tife,^af  ihiaciaidy/Jiadi 
not  capitulat6d-ta«£itfrexidei',(i>nxo£K}itian.l^^ 
fbc*  ihouid. :  be  allowed*  f Jo :  bfcifig,  loue .  of  j,tha> 
coftle  as  inuch  of  the*  vAi(iabIe:gffodii  as3/iho^ 
could  cacryi«i  her  bbckiiw  :Tb«i^  afficJerJ^einft 
agreed  to,  (he^  took,  heir,  Jiiilband  op  her 
ihoulders,  preferving  hiipjiaDhis  mamier  from 
their  fury,  aqd  left  th«|)lace.  to  tberr  itiercy; 
which  by  the  bye  they  .were  wel^  difppfed  Pjt 
Ihew,  on  account  of  the  pleafant  device  which 
h^hd  laved,  her  lord^  and  puf  4;he. eneio^-ioto^  A 
gpodlmmauihfi  :.    .-      .., 


,  *\i^ 


'  .Thene.wa&,fi4jotAblff.wifefQr^ou,,  fe^hail^' 
wicked.witSj,  the  ilanderejrs  of  thq  loyply  (ex. 


who,  as  Pope  fays,  "libel  all  tlie  fair/*  tvoufd 
inlihuattr  that  mmf-  of  owr  modern  married 
dames  would  content  themfelves  with  carrying 
citt  their  jewiel  box;  and  leave  their  hu(bands^ 
behind  them.      But   wicked  wits    may  aflert 
what  they  pleafe ;  I  am  fy  f^r  •  from  aflifting 
their  fcandal,  that  I  can  never  fufpecS:  this  to' 
happen,  unlefs  in  the  general  hurry  of  fectning 
No.    I,  No.  2  Ihould  be  forgotten :   as   who 
can  anfwer   for  the  effeds  of  fear  upon  the 
memory;  and  at  fuch  a  time  too,  fivhen  you 
know  the  firft  law^of  itatujre  prelTe^  for  obedi-* 
ence*    No !   depend  on  it,  ihguid,  a  hufband 
be  overlooked  in, a i lady's  treaty. of/ fafety,  it 
could  only  proceed, from  a. little  inadvertence, 
Or  a  Very  laiidaWe  defign/^tojleavt  behind 
what  was  not ^  worth-  carrying  away^     SiicK 
opportunities^  you  know^  do  not  happen  often  : 

'^  There  is  a  tide  in  tiic  aflain  of  vromea-, 
«*  Which,italccn  at  their  ebb,  kad  OH' 
«  To  widowhood  and  iccond  marriage ;" 

And  this  is  one  of  them. 


-  ■  I  f  I 
.  I  i  .^ 


•  But  Haarlem,  it  fcems,  was-  at  all  times  po- 
pular for  its  gallant  females.     Hrftwians  men- 
tion almoft  as  many  heroines  as  heroes,  who 
defended  the  towti  in  the  memorable  liege  of 
1573.    Strada  telli  us,  that,  making  ufe  of  the 

invention 


On.-  .. 
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,.ji^3f5litifon  p<5culiar  tg .,thf m,    I0 ? tite. mmeaf 

jEr/Wtf,..tK?y  co^rerjfecj  wit|»..;:;^h^.Prii)cci  of 

„9f  ^Rg^  by  paeons,  a^,  couri?;-^„Jbui  whkK  ^be- 

.10^  discovered,  by  onq  of  them  fettling  jupon 

^^jteiit  of  th^  ^paniihjcamp4.5hc  .ene'tnyilhot  iBl 

thefe  winged  exgrefles  al?eut  the.  towh^ ,  and  put 

^n  e{id  to  the  wingecJ.  jbnterGourfe«:>   During  the 

liegc  0/:  this  caftle,,  the  foldiers  wh6  fought  ior 

it  wi^;l>in,  finding  it  impofliblc  to  j^eceive  any 

fucc94rs  frqm  without^  wer^  cpnjp^lted.iat^laft 

to  fif rf e^ider,  ^ftcf  bejng  reduced.'  to , .eat  leather^ 

grafe^  and  jevery  other  thing  that  could  prevent 

them  from  either  being  llarved  or ^yanxjijiihifd^ 

Morp  than  three  centuries  baCKi, there  has 
been  eftabliftied.  a  tradition,  .vehich  has  the 
fuftrage  of  fuccefliye  hiftoirians,  but  of  which 
the  modern  reader  may  believe  as  much  as  he 
pleafes,  that  a  mermaiB  was  caft  alhore  by  a 
ftorm  near  this  town^^.  and  was  ,brought  to  cat 
bread  and  milk,  and  to  fpin,  and  in  Ihort  td 
become  a  very  ufeful  fervant  in  the  houfe  wherjt 
fhe  was  nourifhed.     It  is:  faid  ilie  Would  frc- 

•       •  1.1"  ' 

^  J  •  ..  .  ^ .  1 1_  ' . 

ouently  pull  off  her  clotbjcs  without  many  re- 

ferves,  as  to  where  or  before  \yhon[i  fhe  unma4fy 
her  toilette,  and  run  towards  the  water,  her  q14 
element,  but  thatfhewould  return  to  her  new  one, 
after  having  takeii  a  fwim  for  an  hour  or  two  and 
VOL.  II.  D  d  feen 
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Teen  what  her  friends  were  about  at  the  bottom 
of  Haarlem  Lake.  By  wSsty,  however,  of  keeping 
this  aquatic  datnfel,  and  heir'biographers,  in 
countenahceV  authors  mention  a  male  of  the 
fame  fp^cies  to  have  been  taken  in  England 

*  about  the  fame  time.  But  then  this  young  gentle^, 
man  was  by  no  means  of  To  gracious  a  difpo- 
iition  as  the  young  lady,  being  very  fulky, . 
feeding  only  On  filh— "  a  moft  fcurvy  monfter,'* 
as  Trinculo  fays,  fo  his  keeper  finding  him 
intrailable^  left  him  to  his  own  fuUen  de^ 
vices, uponivhich  he  flole  off  again  to fea, 

..  -         ■        -r 

This  fibi'y  is  told  with  great  gravity,  ^ye, 
and  to  this  hour  with  gre^t  gravity  be- 
lieved too,  by  the  good  Haarlcmites. — But, 
**  by  this  gpod  light,  he  mufl  be  a  very 
•*  fhallow,  a  very  credulous  monfter,**  that  be- 
lieves it,  without  fome  grains  of  allowance. 

^  Yet  this  is  nothing,  my  dear  friend,  either 
in  point  of  marvel  or  of  evidence,'  to  a  flory 
that  prevails  in  Holfahd,  refpeding  a  Countefs 
of  Hennehberg,  daughter  of  Florence  the  I  Vth, 
one  of  the  aiicient  Counts  of  Zealand.  This 
curious  event,  Which  has  the  antiquity  and 
credit  of  more  than  fiVe  hundred  years  upon 


1 


•  tti  ha^pefied  at  a  little  Village  ab^rut  foiir  niil*3 
from  the  Hague* 


-> » • » 


The  CoUhtefs  fncctlng  one  day'  a  Womift 
ivith  t witis  in  her  arms;  upbraided  her  as  un-. 
chaftc>  beeauft,  fardihci  |>^Ie  ixiaf  foy  what 
th^y  pleafe,  but  I  Ihall  never  be  brbiight  to 
believe  a  woman  Can  have  two  children  AC 
DAct  by  one  man.  Hereupon  the  countefs  re-* 
'fufed  her  chafiejri  when  th^  good  womaji 
htkrititg  hferfelf  not  only  denied  the  alms  Ihe 
rolicited>  but  reproached  at  the  fame  time  for 
incOfttlA«iiCy>  wiftied  that  her  ladyfhip,  who 
was  then  pregnant,  might  have  as  many  chil* 
dfcn  as  thefe-wcte  days  ii[i  the  year.  This 
malcdidion  was  fulfilled  upon  the  uncharitable 
Margaret,  who  Was  delivered  exadly  of  three 
hundred  and  fixty-^five  children,  who  were  all 
baptised  by  Guido,  fufFragan  of  Utrecht.  All 
the  males  were  named  John-i  and  all  the  fe^ 
inales;  Elizabeth  1  and  to  make  the  j  prophecy 
tell  better,  it  is  roundly  aflerted,  that  all  died 
the  fame  day,  with  their  mother.  Now,  that 
thofe  who  are  of  little  faith,  may  be  put  into 
the  way  of  enlarging  it,  we  are  informed,  that 
one  of  thefe  children  is  ftill  to  be  feen  in  the 
Mufasum  Regium,  at  Copenhagen^  where  the 
curious,  who  are  difpofed  to  fearcb  into  this 

» dz  prodigy^ 


.  .4P4  .  ,r^  f^Mf.9.4»  ^» 

it  be  true  or  falfe;  and  a$  $:iiri<ili$y;V};if1- 
dom  any  thing  more  than  another  name  for 

this,  )^\Xi^  tp^th^  full  as  Jaudableras  that  which 
:?»Vieij^.;fflatt^-Grandj.^iroi:.tq,ipe^^^ 

.fiyfai^i^Vs^  ?M  .?%rf;Pip4€jrn  r?fou  of  $ra- 
•YeUerspri  mpd^co  TOOti-v/??.  .  .  - 

...  •  ,-        . 

J        ■     ■  ■  ■  ,  ■    •     •  ■  • 

■    ■  •  k 

,  At. the . f^n\€i:tinie  I  xan^  feeU  ypu^-Eraiimis 
rel^tes^  a^jj  fccnjs,  ^  .  gi yc  ::  cred^ofic  tp  this 
event ;-  £f}.  4P  four  P^ll^r^.Wtiprs  of  diftin<ndon. 
In  the  M}|il^<I  church  there. w  a  \)oard  fi?ced  to 
the  w^H»  )yU]ti  a.  l^nginArriptipn,  giving  ?ii\ag- 
coqnt  of  the^  vhpje.:  matter,  and  alfoth^  two 
brafs  ba4pn$,  in  which  the  children  were  bapr 
:tize^  ^jthlthis  diAich  under  them : 

En  tibi  monftrofom  nimis  et  memorabile  fafhim. 
Q^ale  nee  a  mundi  CQnditione  datuin. 

The  ■tradiifort  however  fcrves  a  moral  pur- 

r  I 

pofei  for  the  event  being  cbnfidered  by  the 
common  people  efpeciaHy>  as  a  judgment  upoii 
ptide;  uncharitablenefs,  and  contempt  of  the 
poor/  I  am  told  tiherfe  has  not  been  known  a 
goffip,  mak  or  female;  who-has/^/Wa  fcandaloiis 
thing  of   a  neighbour  thefe  hundred  years, 

'      ■  though 


^hoo^'Jthe  p«rilh-jc;gtft6r  giVcs  a  y eariy  Eft  o'fi 


fiyc.tOlWQ^  ":    /     .      -  r^  '     ' 


r     »_ 


..  After^ttjc-tall^w^fli^  Stg-ilfrients  of  an  ad-f 
ypq?(j©  f%r'  tftk:moftftro*l^  birthy-  when  he;  fay^/ 
prodigies  do  fon!ifirinn«3.7happen*:ran(h  th  ^w 
eniinchtT-niademfwrife  wrot^inriaiTortingJ 
abTdhitelj^  IhmcfatiUfipoft'alrqubt/eekdittCQnfiffum^ 
ikhfahihHltfertin^e  affiles',. placet f$/ju^phji/lktinim^ 
repugiMve\u  fbc   i^ri'gin  ,ofj  tbe  ^trbfeSi  royaT 

Bavaria  and  Saxony  is  remarkable  enougfe:  and*^ 

its  verity  is  infifted  on. 

1^  '■     •  •■       ' 

t        .       •  >  .    .'  ■   I  .  1  •  i 


Germentrude,  Cqu^itefs  of  Altqrf,  in:Swabia^ 
having  ac^ufed  a  poor  ;wM)man  of  adi^Itfry^  and 
caufed  her  to  be3)unifted  for  having  twelve, 
children  at  a  birth^..w^  ^oon  after  delivered  of 
twelve    fons    herfelf  ;i.  <  H[pr.  huflband/  Count 
Ifen,bergi;being  then  abfent,  to  avoid  the-fame 
fcancjal,  pie  ordered  the  n^idwifeto  carry  out 
of  the  houfe ,  elevei;i^  amd.put  them  to  d^ath: 
The  County  however,  happening  to  come  home 
at  that  inftant,  aik^d  the  midwife  what  (he  hadr 
in  her  ^pron  i  and  (he  anfwered  ^oelpen^  that  j 
is^  puppiesp  Of  whelps..     Hereupon,  infifting  to  ^ 
fee  them,  j(he confefled  the  whole  al^ir^  and. 

p  d  3  the 
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llie  Count,  in  confequen^e^  lenjominglecrecft 
had  them  put  out ,  to  nurfe.    >  Six  yt^H  a&ei*  he 
iiivited  moft  of  his  own  and  his  wife's  relations 
to  1  banquet^  and  in  the  midft  of  their  jollit/j 
brought  bVit  his  eleven  fons  all  drefled  alike* 
The  Cobnteffi  owned  her  fault,  and  the  Count 
was  in*  too  good  an  humour  hot  to  forgiveiher; 
but  in  remembrance  of  this  lingular -preferva^ 
tlon  he   ordered    the    children  to  be  caUed^ 
Guelpbx.    From  the  cideftof  thefe  ftefoehded 
Henry  Guelph,  Count  of  Altorf,  whom, the 
J^mperor,  Conrad  IL  afterwards  made  Du|de  of 
Bavaria,; 

1  juft  now  recollcA  the  well-attefted  account 
of  a  third  fca-monfttr,  which  appeared  on 
the  coaft  of  Martiriico/'  fri*  the  year  1671, 
and  which  may  be  cohfidered  as  a  very  good 
match  for  the  Haarlem  Mermaid.  'He  had  the 
figure  of  a  man  from  the  head  to  the  waift,  a 
good  ftiape,  large  eyes  and  nofe,  a  full  face,  and 
long  hair^  which  flowed'  Over  his  flioulders, 
Xvith  a  very  good  complexion.  The  lower  parts  * 
refcmbled  thofe  of  a  fiffi.  '  Jfe  fhewed  himfelf 
above  the  waves,  for  the  fir  ft  time,  about  an 
hour  before  funfct,  land  fwam  to  ihore.  He 
-then  walked  along  the  be^ch,  and  did  not  go 
Ugaininto  the  water  tillni^t  fall.  Thofe  who  dif- 

covered 


4ot 


covered  him^  aifert^  that  he  feemed  to  be  ex« 
tremel^  gentle^  ^nd  ftood  looking  at  them  for 
fome  time,  without  an}^  figns  of  a^prehenfion 
as  might  have  been  expedted.  Another  of 
the  fame  kind  appc^red^  the  fame  year^  near 
BcUe-ifle. 

But  enough  of  mottfters;  the  beU^boat  in« 
form^  me^  the  fchuyts  are  fetting  c^  for  Arki 
fterdam^  and  were  it  norfo^  it  is  time  to  bring 
thia  long  Letter  to  a  cooclufion,  aiid'  bid  you 
very  affcijlicmatclr  AdicUf  -  i 
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tltdfi  il  J>4Qfe  '&n(,  ydu  '^oi»  mtffd  thaii  ^  two  Ia#gd  '^ 
volunjgsr.pf  ctettcrs;:  prlnoipalljD  wkHout  ^datbap^ 
Ttiis  \i(0t^dljfiert;^?^i5ly  ibc:a  imortaL  offegcei  »:' 
commercial  corrcfpondMwe/*b|it  I  AiTtibr^M  by  '•'^ 
any  means^  think  it  unpardonable  in  an  inter«- 
courfe,  fuch  as  ours. 

You  know  the  places  at  which  I  am  fefident* 
The  known  diftance  of  thefc,  and  the  no  lefs 
known  progrefs  of  the  polls  and  mails,  allow- 
ing for  "  moving  accidents  by  flood  and  field/* 
^re  in  themfelves  an  explanation  of  dates^  as 
to  weeks  and  months,  and  as  to  the  day  of  the 
Week,  or  the  hour  of  the  day,  on  which  I 
begin  to  write,  it  is  as  little  material,  as  if  I 
was  to  fend  you  a  critical  account  of  the  time  I 
take  in  writing  my  letter  by  a  flop  watch, 
Befides  all  this  whenever  I  fit  down  to  addrefs 
a  friend,  my  heart  is  fo  full  of  affedion,  and 
throbs  fo,ftrongIy  to  pour  jjbrth  its   efFufions, 

with 


wkh:aU:t^^e  .afdpttr  aftd  rapldiXjiiirf  Natorepthsoi v 
in-  the QufftSi.IrCiwnoc  ftof^  taifctdterthcchooiattc.'^ 
logy  of  my  corrrfpond^ncc*  andorealiy:  .-a^  ;:ofteit ' 
fofgQt  tte  day  of , the.  month;  as,  L  Temcttoribc/ it^  ' 
aitd  even  •  when  the  lattcjD  happens  vtQ- be  tb^»i 
cafe,  there i  is  -fo  iittle>  oft  ibei-e  inectemcal ^'' 
ai^horfhip  .in  niy:  letters  ta 'you j  that  it  is  fre*  / 
quqntly>  ai  wonder  that  I  alio Wi. ai^firi f ;  twftfe: qa^o 
tell  you,  by^aiiyf other  waycthan  the  fubj^cSfJOriF-v 
the . letter, , where I'atn ;:  and  I  daire  fayy •  U ^4f  *^ 
have  -happeiie^  that  you  ha ve^  rec^i v^  •  fotti^  <if  ^ 
jny.cdmroahicationB  withouEany:<2)thtr>  ihtfiriiX'S 
gence;  whenec:  they^  <:ame;:thaft:f o&"  ha^^c '**<i&<^^ 
able  to  glean  from  the  mattef/tf^ated  ifi  ^*  -»-*  ^-^'^ 

Furthermore,  Ibayealw^f  l^eiea,<iifgttlted\ 
with  yoBrcpye^e^yi^jjOiun^  trajjeilleriSiHthQ.half 
<)f  whofe  books  are  taken  up  with  the  very  in- 
terfifting  -neMfs  pft ihdir  da^*s .journey.     AC' ifik 
o'^^ik,.  irt  vjEirjyffinc^or  verji  £a^l  weath^r^'  tli^y*^* ' 
Ieft:Eegljafflid<.clA)fweet  oir  a  ibar/ridefdorvv^n^^^tt 
HjiiLwich  .or;:DcHfec  t  a  very  lick  iand  :forryi  ^^C^' 
fage  overt fbc'i^jlfatei!;  veryr  hungry  on  tgettkig*^' 
to ,  the  inn:  r  titci.'heartily,  of^jcomld  -hot  toiich  ^a^^ 
mofi5?J;:  r(S»:ted:ithc;lhore'^'iexadWy  at  thfefc  *"- 
qual:tew:a^^:thrcKJiecondfi^»«ft4^'four  in'  tiM*- 
evening;   fat  down  toixfinnar^jaft^  thc^  i?kk:feo3 
bad  given  warning  to  ftrike  fix;  poft-horfes 

"^^  4  were 


c[eedy  b»  hi&  ciiar»l<ftejr  ofimiiwtLafK}  pleafuri/ 
diftinft  end  ^appiro^atpi;  In:  tfcc:  /fecrct.of  his: 
l^it%  .1  feel  frequoitly,  gratifying  them  a&  I  gor 
cii):.  St^h  as  :deHg^  in:th«:repc»fe,0f  Jfoii<tu4^^ 
and  fiich  as:  appreciate ';the  .clamour  lof  •  tho? 
iKurld?  take  jheior  itrnx  in  my   idhkMtghts^  as^  li 
paint  the  fcenes  andi places,  (or  lay,  up  .naalx^'W^ 
rialsrfbr  thcBCi  in  my  Jiotie-bOofc),- whid)  difci 
fcrcnily  aiFed   lihetQi^  •, : :  D^^o  J^toro  -,  ipread> 
her  blooms  beford  me)  asKl  pafs  or  iojoarn  la:  ai 
far  carimtti^frrHfe;  thei.jcjic  iegalcd  ,by  profpefti^^ 
or  the  ear  by  melodies,  before  unfeen  and  un- 
heaitl^i  fbfdy  MtKrfptT  to  myfelf,,ais  I  take  out 
inyTtablets,  thisf'i«r  i^iagcr^^  whicji  wili  ixadWy-l 
filitthttiftbcy  af^'dfcel  friend,  i- Arc  rmyi.affcc^i 
timisna^lod  by^^a  toudlv  o£  .gcmiine.  i^tureas' 
ilteflM^  irn  tht  .Inimoniiireaft-r-I  ftrikc  my^ 
pcSfiveO&otefh,  atta^'fai^  tliis/is  a'  Glcknirfg.  ithat . 
wifritatih*the  b€aitof>a9iottiqr.    I»  my  foul 
agitated^by  the  fublimoi  or  torn  by :theu:cnder 
C5tfiib5tidHs  of  finely  imitated    nature  on   a 
foitig^  t4ietitre*-HQwi  exclaim  I,   wilh  a  third 
fittrid   fjTfnpathfeec  with--  ibis   Gleaning.^— In~ . 
a  ^ord;  all  the   time    (though    months   in- 
terVtocQ   tliat  I   amtgoingi  over  thfe  country,, 
oi*  the  toHrti,   **  ^iiJh  penfive  fteps.  and  flow/* 
I  am  holding'  **  corfimunion:  high/abd  dear, 
wiA  tfe>fc  whoni  n&  i  atjfiwice  can  oblitertc ; 

nor 


^or>  eveiii:  .^y  ;ej[^ang^incflts  •  can  'rafike  jne 
^thinl;  of  w^ihout  the  flgh  pf  iw>  abfeiH  friend, 
ifvhp  caiHH)t;bi£t  r^tT»ei»ber  they  have  afforded 
..hinpi  manyia  delightful  convcrfation>  and  many 
>a  Uif^&il  i^a£ncetheyj)arted."  Andthough, 
perhaps^  it  h'  a  p^rti^.  to  meet  no  moro-^tlie 
menioify     ,y  1  .' ..         .•     ."  .      '  ' 

•^  ThatfaditlStigsnRrcfe,.  '      "^ 
...     ,  **  ,And  were  mo^ uscioiu  to  me,  is  bllfsfajl ftilU 

[..  But  fee,  howmy  iieaft  has  nua  awayr  \;f^it{i 
HSiy  haind*  I  £bt  out  iunply  with  aii  aipologyi 
,qr  rather  j  unification  for  neglecjl^  ^^^datesrt- 

but  •  1  .   : 

<'  Wkh  thtti  cpnvf  rfing^  I  ftiget^aU  timcb 
"  -AJl  fcafons,  aod  dxeix-changc.*'         ,  ^ 

t  forget  that  I  am  writipg  fronx  oneofihie 
jhioft  clamorous  cities  in  the  whole,  world ;  and 
th^t,  at  this  \ery.  moment>  cars,  coaches,  wheel- 
barrows, and  their  more  noify  attendants^  arc 
pafling  by  the  window  at:  which  I  write ;  yet, 
fo.,  veritable  is  every  word  of  what  I  have 
hitherto  fet  in  this  letter,  fo  fupjeripr;  is  the 
rapid  progrefs  of  animating-  nature,  to  all  the 
mechanical  feelings,  and  impediments  of  art, 
jthat  I  have  fcarcely  heard  the  din.  Wonder 
not,  therefore,  that  I  overlook  dates,  I  over- 
i(pok:  in  ;the  flow  of  my  affedipns,  .much  mofp 
neceffary ,  things.      With  fuch  energy  is  my 

heart 
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'heart  filled,- ind  lb  pdwcrfully  doe*  it'liatltfft 

V  r 

,ko  give  Up  k^  cfFufions^  when  once  '  thtf 
Ipen  is  in-my  hand;  that  when  that  pen^  ui^bld 
•to keep  pace  with  the  irtipetuofity'df ftiy  affec- 
,tions,  grows  weary,  or  is  *  wof n  6ttt>  with 
marking  them  upon  paper,  \  do  hot  believe^ 
(though  I  have  never  tried),  I  could  bring 
myfelf  to  the  mechanifmr  of  tearing  myfclf 
from-  you,  to  look  for  another,  or  mend  that 
toy  ardour  has  tif ed,  on  any  confidwation.  And 
this  mult  account  to  you  for  the  illegibility  of 
mcft .  part  of  my  correfpondence.  I  merltioft 
this  not  fo  much  in  the  way  of  excufe  for  ba4 
writing,  as  to  exemplify  the  motives  6f  it, 
which  are  really  thofe  of  fincere  afFedion.  For 
1  repeat  tor  you,  that  though  I  glean  my 
tnaterials  of  correfpondence  deliberately,  I 
write  at  the  fuHeft  fpeed  of  the  heart,  when 
thofe  materials  are  to  be  put  down,  and  I  always 
know  the  degree  of  love  I  bear  a  perfon,  by 
the  general  handwriting  of  the  letter  I  am 
about  to  tranfmit.  Take  then  thefe  almoft 
undecypherable  hieroglyphics,  as  fo  many 
inftances  of  the  energy  and  vivid  powers  of 
tny  friendftiip.  If  I  loved  you  lefs,  you  ftiould 
have  better  writing.  Every  page  (hould  carry 
all  the  formal  ceremonies  of  pohte  indifFer-' 
cnce,  all  the  freezing  regularities  of  a  cor- 

refpoadencc 


.  rcfpondcnce  that  gives  and  receives  letter  for 
letter:   and  the  debt  of  our  epiftolary  inter- 
courfe  (hould  be  fettled  with  the  precifion^  and 
.with  the  apathy .  of  a  ftcward  in  the  balance^ 
-and  buiinefs  of  pounds^  ihillings^  and  pence> 
iWith  the  accuracy  (mind  I  fpeak  of  a  fmtbful 
ileward)  of  Cocker'^  Arithmetic.    Nay/  every 
fyliable  fhould  be  as  fair  to  your  eyes^  and  as 
xold  to  your  heart  as  fnow.    Methinks  I  hear 
you  exclaim,  ah,  continue  to  give  me  what  the 
iieart  didrates,  though  you  mark  to  me  its  ge^ 
nuine  movements,  with  a  (kcwer  or  a  pot- 
hook! Well,    be  it   fo;   for  after  the  above 
honed  confeflion  of  my  fcrawlings,  I  know  yoii 
would  not  forgive  me  were- 1  to  check  the 
U  genial  current  of  the  foul,*'  by  the  chilling 
operation  of  mending  a  pen,  though  I  thereby 
might  fend  you  a  letter,  (for  I  really  can  write 
legibly  though  you  may  not  think  it)  fairer 
than  copper-plate* 

,  So  now  for  Amfterdam.  But  having  brought 
myfel^f  to  a  breathing  place,  and  being  too  late 
for  this  day*s  poll,  I  will,  when  I  continue  my 
letter,  fit  down  with  a  new  pen;  for  this  now 
in  my  hand,  has  faultered  and  tripped  under 
my  work,  like  a  jaded  horfe,  panting  to  reach 
it^goal,  but  althoft  defpairing  to  do  fo,  and 

juft 


jitfl-Tttay  tocKeii^pMi  thfe,c6fi#ft.    WiA  Uft* 

ifttigued  rbgird^  au4ife;  Adt^eik-  '       '    ^    .^^ 

....        •      »  ,  »  < 

,  Hiving  .thusifattsficd  myfelf  that  Imajr  c<irtU 
timietd  -enjoy  t\ii  perfedfc  freedom  of  obeying 
\tfc^  .^ffl^ptions  lof  my  own  mind  rather  than 
be,  obliged  tQ  '<roni[lrairi  it  t6  tKbinercantilfe 
rules <>:f  letter-^M^rit^ng»  I  proceed  to  give  yoii 
fHy  Qlealnhg^  xff  Amftcrdami  of  that  magnu. 
ficent  and  opulent  trity,  which^  lifting  its  head 
iibove  the.  waters,  aflerts  its  pretenfiohs  to  4; 
rank  in  the  map  of  the  world,  with  what-Pdiia 
oilcc  was,  and  what  London  has  the  triunhpl)  t& 
be  at  this  rftpmeht.  Suffer  me.  to  pafs  o^er  ill 
fitence  thofe  ftrong  fmells,  whith  certainly 
lake  a*  traveller  by  the  ndfe,  the  inftant  he 
enters  the  gate$,'and  whichdb  not  let  go  their 
hold  till  he  is  feafoncd  to  thfc  fcent.  Peace  to 
their  contagiops  canals,  and  mantling  poolaj 
Numberlefs  are  the  multitudes  •  that  prefefc 
thefe,  from  habit  and  from  gain,  to  the  Citron 
Grove*  6f  Mexico^  'and.  the  Spice  Iflanids  of 
the  Oricnti;  ' 

.  Ainfterdarh,  indeed,  is,  in- cvefy  fehfc  of  thfr 
\votd,  an  aftonilhing  city,'arfd  as'  a  fefledlihg^ 
raaii  walks  along,  he  may  wc^l  •  exclaim.  Is  it* 
credible  that  this. huge  prlc  of>  birildifigfl*  wifht 
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iir  tt%  btify  inhabitants,  lliould  h^ve  been  fup- 
jpbrted  for  fo  many  hundred  years  on  a  fared 
ilandirtg  in  a  river  i  thdt  in  the  neighbourhood 
46f  the  roaring  ocean^  that  river  fhould  by  the 
aid  c5f  human  induftry, command  that  ocean  ta 
krio'w  its  bound  ?  Even  though,  in  the  firft 
inff^rtdei  the  ocean  was  robbed  of  its  ancient 
tights^  fo  form  the  rivel:  and  to  rear  the, city, 
which  reft^  upon  it>  .  . 

**  A  new  creatioYi  refcu'd  fana  his  ireign/' 

On  Jfecolldiffeiott,.  this  image  hais  before  fug- 
gifted  itfetf  tey  me,  ^nd  been  cowtnunrcfated  to 
ybu  in  a  former  fctter ;  but  it  occurs  to  me  at 
almoft  e?very  vi^w  I  take;  and  though,  like  ' 
yoiij  my  friend^  awd  every  perfon  of  reading,  the^ 
ife<^t:ii  buildings-;  buflnefs,  and' inter  efts  of  this 
iflighty  mifs  of  -Wood  ztid  watef,  have  been 
fiiftilidr  to*  m^,  ev^r  fincc  I  became  a  traveller^ 
eVJtrt^  iA  books,  ahcf  though  I  have*  tiftuaily 
d^mj^lfedf  th^'  ercy  itfclf  with  the  various 
d%»fert»pftiarts  cff  it,  itiSf  the' only  pfaCe'l  ever  read 
iafe6u€  atrid  viflted,  of  ^hich  the  impfeflidns  of 
aftonilhnKirtt  rdimaint  unimpaired ;  riot  fo  much 
orracconnt  of  its' we'alch,  or  beauty,  but  fdf  it's 
oi»*?gift,  prbgrefs;'  and  firuation.  Cotifider 
■v^hat  it  is-  fbt  milirbiis  of  livifig  things,  to 
htfve  estifterf  for  centuries*  iti;  as  it  wercf/orie' 
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iramcnfc  fhip  of  merchandize!  t6  which  an 
hundrtd  forefts  muff  have  contributed  the 
fimbir,  and  ittiriads  of  hands  the  workman- 
fhip! — Shops,  houfcs,  temples,  &c.  in  an 
abundance,  that  fecms  to  afk  the  moft.  folid 
foundations  on  the  driefl-  hills,  or  hardeft  rocks, 
fuffained  b;^  huge  planks,  which  are  driven 
into  a  trembling  bog!  And  in  a  country^ 
where  at  the  time  of  eredting  the  city,  the  r^r- 
tiage  of  materials  was  more  difficult  to  be  pro- 
cured, than  the  materials  themfelves?  The 
Hot-cl  d«  Ville  itfelf,  repofes  on  more  than 
thirty  thoufand  flakes,  or  rather  trees.  A  vaft- 
ark  at  anchor  I  containing  almoft  countlels 
beings,  the  greater  part  of  which  are  engaged 
in  the  moft  laborious  and  heavy  employments ! 
fs  the  architcdurc  of  Amfterdana  maffive  ?  are 
the  edifices  rude,  clumfy,  and  inelegant?  are 
the  ornaments  awkward,  and  . without  tafte? 
Admitted.  But^  what  does  this  prove?  No- 
thing more  than  that  the  grand  defign  was  to- 
build  a  warehobfe  for  the  world;  of  which  the 
original  proprietors  did  not  fo  much  confider 
decoration  as  ufe.  A  light,  airy  city,  mighty 
perhaps,  have  been  fupported  with  all  its  fea- 
thered,  dancing  inhabitants,  on  the  twigs  of 
thofe  enormous  trees,  which  were  to  fullaia 
^his  vaft  fabric  of  t>ufineJ&  I  but  would  fuch 

an 
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an  airy  city  have  anfwered.the  folid  pHrppfeil 
for  which  that  ftorehoufeof  the  world  w^s  a^ 
firft  conftrudled  ?  No.  And  even  could  it  have 
been  raifed  to  its  prefent  fize,  on  (lighter  prin- 
ciples, the  t?reafuries  of  *^  either  Ind/*  which 
now  reft  fafe  and  dry,  would  tumble  in  the 
water,  and  the  airy  city,  with  all  its  air/ 
people,  perifh  along  with  them,  and 

4 

*'  Leave  6ut  a  wreck  Mmd,'* 

Yet  this  great  mart  of  comn^ercc  isv  not 
without  its  votaries,  and  manfions,  of  .theele- 
gant  arts.  It  boafts  a  theatre  conftruded  and 
conduftcd  on  far  more  polite  and  liberal  prin- 
ciples than  any  play-houfe  inore  flourifliing  in 
our  ftage-ftruck  Britain.  It  is  fupported  by 
the  voluntary  contribution  of,  comparatively, 
a  few  individuals,  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  ^ 
that  is  to  fay,  every  Tubfcriber  is  entitled  to 
fuch  a  number  of  ticl^ets  as  gives  him  the 
power  to  amufe  viany  of  his  friends,  and  thus 
the  houfe  is  filled  every  evening  by  friendfhip 
and  gen^roiity,  with  as  brilliant  and  numerous 
an*. audience  as  I  ever  faw  in  any  part  of  the 
world.  '  'Every  perfon  is  at  full  liberty  to  take 
the  range  of  the  houfe,  which  is  large  and  beau- 
tiful. Travellers  have  but  to  fend,  announcing 
their  names  and  country,  and  pickets  will  be 
VOL.  II.  E5  ^  prefcntcd 
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prcfcntcd  to  them^  in  proportion  to  the  party 
that  folicits. 

Delightful  England — thou  to .  whom  I  owe 
the  balancing  joys  of  a  thciufand  forrows,  an4 
of  whom  I  would,  and^  do  fpeak  with  grateful 
and  jufl:  eulogy,  prcfent  or  abfent,  whcncverj^ 
and  wherever,  I  can ;  put  not  the  '•  frontlet 
6n,*-  if  I  thus  dare  to  do  juftice  to  other  peo- 
ple, whether  \t\  a  land  of  friends  or  foes,  of 
trade  or  elegance.  And  thou,  John  Bull,  for 
whofc  rough  honefty  and  bounty  I  have  ^s 
great  a  reverence  as  any  of  thy  nioft  fturdy 
affociates,  fpurn  not  my  book,  which  only 

*'  Laoghs  where  it  muft>  and  is  candid  where  it  can.'* 

Confefs  then  that  though,  on  a  prqper  occa-^ 
iion,  thou  wouldeft  give  thy  box  ticket  to  the 
llranger  that  is  within  thy  gates,  and  mount 
thyfelf  to  the  one  (hilling  gallery,  fo  abaling 
thyfelf,  that  thou  mayeft  be  exalted ;  confeft 
jhat  thcfe  Dutch  neighbours  of  thine^^  living 
in  Amfterdam,  havp  an  inftitution,  the  adop^ 
pon  of  which  would  .  not  at  all  difgracc  thy 
beloved  London:  the  more  efpecially^  as  thoi^ 
mayeft  have  heard,  and  art  to  be  informed  if 
thou  haft  not,  that  charity j^  as  well  as  pleafure 
find  generofity,  attenda  on  this  theatre.  The 
piagiftrates    receive   the  iPPHeyj^    defray    the 
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charges,  and  pay  the  aftors  very  fufficient  fa-. 
3aries.  The  refidue  \&  applied  to  the  peoi;, 
and  to  the  fupport  of  the  different  hofpitals, 
amongft  which  latter  \%  one  lacred  to  all  poor 
travellers^  without  diftindlion,  who  are  lodged^ 
mnii^diy  and  entertained  for  three  night&i 


"  I£  one  could  fee  all  that  was  undkr  Amflr£t5 
4K9>ft:iay9  Carteri  a  greater  foreft  couid  hardlf 
be  ffiund  on  the  face  of  the  tarth.  Old  £raf^ 
xnu9  facetioufly  ob&rvcd,  on  ilia  Arft*  vifit  ttf 
thi$j)U^9»  that  hcvTas  arrived  in  a  city,  the 
idl^i^UiAl^  of  Mfhii^h  lived  upon  'iSkt  tops  i£ 
pr^fil^ji  [J9k^d  f^sK^er  vi»g  tells  us,  that  Amlberi 
4af%  like  Veaic^  has  "wooden  l^t.-- 

.Bu^  ^iiac  ^fuWcl^^     of  ^fai^  ^nighty  ,city^ 
if  j(bre(Ugrow^^  churches    fyna-» 

go^iiss,  jboipitalg,  ^fthoufes^  dolhoufes,  4-afp*^ 
houfesf^  and  ipin-hpufesi  xhat.ii  tqjay,  Tccepr 
ia»Qle8,ihr  thifJBc^.wfane,  wiid».  ac  wicked^  I 
fl^U;  fpare  )umthe  repetition  4»f^  as  your  me** 
isfpfy,  xnuft'  b^  .£uU.  pi  them^  in v^ixrs  upoi^ 
toujrs^  and  travels^  ^poQ  travelsu,.  But  a  few 
parti,cj4{ar^,  that  IXe  mc^re  out^pf  ,the  beateii 
tracjt  of  obferVgtieB.  i  will  gle^  for  you  nex( 
jw.ft.  En  Altendant^  may  your  felicity  be  pro^ 
portioned  to  your  merit ;  find  thfiQr*-^ow  happjt 
will  you  be! 

£  e  3  X£TT£R 
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TO    THE    JTAMB. 

Amfterdam. 

IT  Has  been  obfcrved  of  this  place,  th2^t; 
Pfrtmeof  the  inhabitants  are  idle.  This  is^fq 
i,ruc,  that  an  indolent  pcrfon  might  ^raycrfc  the 
city  Jn  all  its  parts,  ^vithout  finding  a  compa^ 
X^xon'd.  He  .would,  thus  be.  driven,  by  the  very 
Dature  and  mifcarriage  of  his  {earcb'>  into  ac^ 
lion  himfdf.  Nay,  h^  would' fcite  every  eye  fo 
fenfy;  evaty  foot  fo  hard'  at  work,  aftd^ery 
head  feem  at-Uaft  ia  fuH,'  that,-"  forgrttirtg-  his 
natural  torpidity,  or  remembering  it.  withjre- 
proaclli  he  woiild  (jatctii  tnc  fpirit  of  objefts 
before  him,  and  fecf  that  it  is  at  ieaiR  as  god(! 
aiid  naturaF  for  man  to  be  ih  motion  as  at.reft* 
^e  city  bf  Arrrfterdam  is  a  hive  where  all 
ihe  inhabitants  iarecolledliiig  honey  froni  on6 
end  df  the  year  to  thfe  other,  ^excepting  only  the 
i-epofe  of  e<^efy  feventh  dky)'  and  Where  a  drone 

dares  not  ihcw  his  head.  I^  in  fo  large  a  Re- 
public, large  with  refpeft  to  its  population,  as 
?His  fingle'  city  is  computed  at  300,006  per- 
foriis,  there  fliduld  be  arty  unworthy  iriembcrs 
i(£  that  defcriptioh,^  they  jcrcfconftrained  to  lurk 
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in  lioles  and  corners,  indulging  their  darmoufe 
difpofitions  apart   from  the  fcenes  of  almoft 
iinivcrfal  induftry,  where  Aveaithy  ftores  are  ac- 
-cumulating  by  inceffant  attention,  and  wher^ 
an  unwholefome  foil  is  fo  meliorated  by  th^ 
€xercife  neceflary  to  fuch  accumulation,  th^ 
the  air  and  water,  which  would  almoft  fuffocatc 
^  iazy  fifh,  is  found  very  little  to  invade  xhfe 
powers  of  health :  for  it  is  more  an  ill  name 
-^than  a  fad,  that  the  grcfidents  of  this  city  arc   n^ 
tlie.  vitStims  of  avarice,  which  leads  them  to  dig 
for  gold  in  a  foil  that  produces  it,  amidft  the 
drofs  of  difeafcs.      The  florid  vigour,  which 
clows  \xx  this  cheeks^  ^nd  braces  the  limbs  of 
'the  inhabitants  of  other  places   in  Holland^ 
Rotterdam,  and  tTie  Brielle,  more  efpecially,  ii 
not,  certainly,  feen  fo  commonly  in  the  Arafter- 
'^amians,    but   there  is  good  general   healtU 
artiongft  them  ;  and  therefore,  as  there  is  no  de- 
nying the  atmofphere  is  in  itfelf  **a,  foul  and 
peftilent  congregation- of  vapours,*'  it  is  ma«.* 
iiifefl:  that  induftry  Tupplies  =what  nature  has 
rcfufed — no  fmall  motive  to  labour  diligently 
in  onc*s  calling  this,.     In  like  manner,  it  is  no 
lefs  true,  that  ftagnant  indolence  will  create  a 
diftemper,   fajtal   to   t"he  fpirits,  the  ftrength^ 
and  the  underftanding,  where  nature  has  been 
the  moft  prodigal  of  her  bounties^  and  every 
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jDQcu  grow  rich,  heal;h>^,  an4  happy;,  *mi^ 
the  toils  of  lijfe  in  the  moQc  noxious  G^mtioiit 
itho/h.  who  ^either  toil  nor  fpi;ti,  ^i^^  wha^ 
i:wrfed  with  thjciavcrfed  hieflingof  ^n  yowiieldf 
jrpjrtuq.e,  and  with  cither  the  apathy  of  the 
"pafllaus,  which  too  oftca  arc  in  the  fr^in  <)f 
ji^xedit^ry  w^Ith,  co;ifunK  their  beings  ixj  i^ft^ 
je/s  inaftion*  and  wafte.  thcinfclvcs  by  i^d^^jU 
^(?wp,  thpjugh  they  br^the  i*^  the  pvr?ft  *ir^ 
4nd  flmnber  on  beds  the  foftcft  luxyry  ha*  pr^ 
pajrai^  atnidft  flowpris  and  fragrance  z 

♦*  Die  of  a  rofc  in  aromatic  pain  j** 

pr  live  only  tq  prove,  ths^t  excrcifc  alonc  cau 
give  it  a  wjioleromc  pcrftxnie;^ 

Thiiis^  iJT  libpiv  i§  its  own  ww^d,  indojtencft 
IS  its  Qwn  pr<?pcjr  puftifhmenjt,  accpfding  to  the 
paxim  of  iJie  ancients,  "  that  acute  (which  tq 
the  ind)}ftjrious  are  rare}  difcafes  arf  fxoirx 
heaven,  and  chrpnjc  frpip  purfplvcs  ;*'  and  in 
the  whple  cirxrlc  pf  h^qoa^n  truifms^  there  is 
not  one,  rpy  dear  friend,  nipjpe  incontrover- 
tible thaj^i  this,  that  almoft  evjpry  occupation^ 
howeverlnconvenipnt,  or  forpiidabje,  is  happic|t 
and  fafer  than  a  life  of  (loth.  Diligence,  fay? 
Addifon,  makes  rnojre  lifting  acquifitions  than 

valour. 


It  vfonld  havf  di vcrte(^ .  yp^-  ^?f ^"f^^y .  Pf 
^ve  biecn  an  .  eyc-witn3:ii  fq  .my  .prqgr^i^ 
through  th.e  ftreetg  of  Afpfte;:df  ip  f.  swiy^ndifV 
ferent  fpfid^tpr^  iad^ed^  jjiJj^cgfiainted  with  pay 
Ji^biU  of  fauntering,  ^t  fp^ne  mpmenfs,  ^4 
f^ukkcnin^  my  jpac:?,  almpft  jnpaa  run,  at-qthcrs^ 
\yould  have  imputed  w%  ijr^eguUr  ipotioM 
and  paufo:,  f Q  a  difpofition  je^juaily  partaking 
the  vice  qf  idJenpfe,   ^i  fb?  vlftu^  .Qjf  »iit 

j^uflry,        ..  / 

«  ■  ■    '  ■  ■      ' 

I  AUi^.  fefth  pp  a-  feji:  poming^  \rirf| 
gleamnjg  d^iis,  to  make  ^  t;pur  of  th^  towa, 
iConvMw;:^d  by^peppncc,  that  at  alixiDft  ever/ 
^p  a  diligent  man^  who  will  take  time  xq 
|ool^  about  him^  ^1nay  ftnd  fompthing  to  carry 
%q  hi^  fff^^f^  I  ftoppfed^alojoft  ^t  every  fhop^ 
looked  \flto  every  faqe  as  long  as  it  remained 
in  vicwi  and  if  by  good  luck  I  could  catch  a 
|enot  of-  rpen  pf  Iwiijnefs^  gathered  together 
upon  a  bri4g^i  by  l&f  fide  of  a  quay,  or  at  a 
ibop-dopr^  I  jwoke  fhoct  my  ipwri  ft^p,  and 
flood  fixpd  as  a  fetting  dog;  while  they  ftiaid. 
Jf  in  any  of  tbf  party  I  Cslwz  face  I  was  int€* 
yefted  about  jp^iQif^  than  -  the  vtHjf  that  I  fol- 
lowed^ 
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|o¥rTd;  OTd  fftitlc' to  it,  till  it  was  lofl  in  t'hc, 
;«ofFec-houfes,  or  at  the  exchange.     Thefc  gc^ 
fieral  rcforts  I  often  entered,  and   there  loft 
"myfeifln  the  croud  of  i^ariou^  afl^irs  and  na.- 
t^ons  :  but  ej/fcn  here,  when  it  were  potlible  tb 
iinglc  out  a  patticu-lar  objcdr,  whofc  difcourfc, 
manner,  or  appearance  were  inftrudlivc  or  in- 
terefting,    I  ftopped  to  ^ean  Wm.    In  any 
-other  crty  of  the  world,  per'haps,  this  would 
have  been  noted  as  ridiculous,  at  leaft  iingular.. 
A'pofite  mob  would  have  fet  it  down  as  art 
trffe lice/ and  cbrreded  it  as  impertinence  ;  as, 
in  efFeft,   though  not  in  defign,  it  might  'be, 
but  at  Amfterdam,  either  becaufe  an  apparent^ 
ly"  feucy  fellow,  whe  has  nothing  betttarto  do^ 
was  deemed  "toomfignificant-for  remark;  or  be-.^ 
caufc  the  people  were  really  too  fctiofufly  en* 
gaged  in  their  own  bufinefs,  to  attend  to  another 
man^s  idlenefs,  they  never  noticed  me.  They  took 
their  nofes  almoft  out  of  my  ears,  where.  I  had 
jfto  come  within  gleaning  diftancc)  planted  them, 
/){e/u  the  hurried  off  oa  the  fuH  trot  to  Aeir  different 
concerns*     I  trod  upon  a  fnerchant*s  toes,  and 
by  my.  anxious  look,,  tuppofing  he  had  return- 
ed thp  compliment  with  intereft,  he  took  off 
]^i$  hat,  begged  my  pardon,  and  bullied  away. 
With  refpeft  to  the  fubjeft  of  difcourfe,  it  was 
iMiilprm^  with  a  lii^Ic  exception.    During  tw6 
.   ^     ^  houfg 


hours  l^ft«'^^*^g>  if  for  every  Tcpetition  of  the 
words  ducat,  guilder,  and  ftiver,   that  flruck: 
my  ear,  I  cbuld  have  gathe'red  in  a  tax  ojf  a 
doit  (half  a  farthing)  on  each,   I  might  haV(fe 
^ffifted  the  Britiih  mmifter   to  liquidate  the 
national  debt.     But  thp  exception  took  quite 
another  turn  :    I  was  fetting  ^  couple  of  mer- 
chants, in  the  heat  of  converfatiozi,  with  a  knot 
of  the;  fon^  oflfrael,  (one  of  whom  was  warmly 
defending  the  price  that  he  den>4nded  for  hi^ 
commodity)   I    will  not  give  yoq  the  money 
you  aik:   it  wou}4  be  throwing  it  into  one  of 
the  canals,  and  I   never   threw  aw^y  a  ftiver 
fince  J  came  into  the  world,  and  hope  I  (hall 
not  while  I  live  iii   it.    The  Jew  perfifted  \a 
his  price,    and  the  merch^int  left  him  to  the 
pther  chapman.     A  very  poor  ^nd  fick  |oQl^^ng 
creature,  who  had  all  the  pime  been  leaning 
(for  fupport  niorife  than  idlenefs)  ag^inft  one 
of  the  pillars  of  the  exchange,  and   who  hacj 
)ieard  this  lafl  unprqmifing  fentence  for  9,  ms^ 
that  defigned  to  a|k  a  merchant  to  giv?  away 
his  money,  now  ftepped  forward,  and  took  Jic^d 
of  th^  (kirt  of  the  merchant's  ceat;  when  the 
following  dialogye  literally,   and,  as   near  as 
tranflation     allows,     unorn^mentedly     pafTe^ 
between  them. 


.  t. 
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Merchant.  You,  Thomas !  you  look  lick»    . 

Petitioner.  I  am  ^  what  is  worfe,  I  am  half 
ruined,  and  came  from  Friezeland,  on  purpofe 
to  tell  you,  I  can  pay  you  neither  your  rent, 
hbr  the  mpney  you  lent  me* 

Merchant.  How  fo  ? 

Petitioner.  I  have  been  burnt  out  into  the 
ftittt.  My  furniture,  and  the  houfe  and  mo- 
ney are  now  afties.  But  it  was  God  Almighty's 
doing,  not  mine.  Laft  Thurfday's  lightning 
did  it  ix.  a  flafh.  So  'tis  in  vain  for  you  to  be 
angry  with  me.  I  have  been  fretting  ever 
fince,  and  fcarce  ate  or  drank ;  but  feeing  that 
only  made  bad  worfe,  whether  you  ^re  angry 
or  no,  I  am  here  to  tell  you. 

Merchant.  Angry.  God  forbid!  We  will 
rebuild  the  houfe,  and  put  fomething  in  it. 
Mtaiwhilc  take  your  family  into  that  occupied 
by  Boormans — Ifuppofe  that  is  fafc.  * 

• 

Petitioner*  Yes-rBoormans  offered  to  come 
up  to  Amfterdam,  to  tell  you  my  misfortune, 
and  foften  you,  arid  even  to  lend  me  money. 

Merchant.  Did  you  think  the  misfortune 
itfelf  would  not  foften  me  enough.     No  matter, 

Go 


Go  to  Ifoornuiui$--Tl  wiU:be  4<vwit  »*ft  i;re(lQ««^ 
dine  with-me  to-day ;,  aM*.  asl  knorvr  ydir  atfe 
not  anidlb  mad)  ky.the  coa^iHs^  of  i^iis^faa^ 
cojt  to  the  beft  advant^jgp  M  ifoch  neccflSwiesi, 
as^  the  misfortime  has  (t^^ciYed  yoUf  if^ 

Petitionev.  It  has  deprived  me  of  ^L  anJ 
my  wife  and  girls  too* 

Merchant.  Thc^'bilf  "i'ltftlerof  evfcfjr  rfifitg. 
But  we  have  neither  of  tA  -any  tirhe  to  thro^ 
after  our  mi&for4ftiaes*     Let  us  ufe  it  to  repair^ 


•       • 


The  petitioner  took  the  feqic,  aud-  ran,  ontr 
way :  the  merchant  another^,  and^  though?  ap- 
parently always  a(9:ive,..with  more  thaftrwontcdi 
adivity,  for  never  was  d^  point  more  obvioufiti 
than  that  thcpace  of  the  firft.  was  qnickcneA 
by  tjie  lively  impreflions  of  gtatJefia! jpyj^-and  ofc 
^e  la«?  by  h^py  generofifiy. 

•      *  •        - 

Lcfti  however,  thofe.  who  feci  withia;thmir^- 
fel ves  ar  prompxitudci  for  ce^aimrear(iii9>(to  .dif«K 
believe  there  is  fuch  a^thigg^ia  the  wqcH^  a»t 
happy  gprierofity^  aiidrleaft  ev^n.  )foui  rtfft.  tilr- 
^cois  frieh4j,  wJbia  live  iiir  thei '-  du^  pnuSbicero^ 
it»  fhpuld  be  led  to  fuppoft  E  Iiave.  di'cfiM  tk>f/ 
WMthy  £h6t  initha  bomov^ pftttmaj^b  of: uttau* 

gination. 


ginati<5n,  ffdm  the  Cireuitiftarice  6f  the  nicTi 
chant's  giving  his  unfdrturiatc  tenant  2,[fack  or 
money,  it  \i  ptoper,  yoO,  and  they;  fhcnild  be' 
informed;  if  peradvcriturii  ye  already  know  it 
nor,  that  biih  of  eTfchinge;  drafts;  B^t.  &c.'- 
arc  paid  for  the  moft  part  in  filver  of  different 
ib'rts  anB  lizes ;  that  five  and  twenty  pounds 
fterling,  of  Englilh  money,  thus  converted 
into  Dutch  coins,  returns  you  a  Very  refporifi- 
blc  looking  bag,  arid  th^  the  double  6f  this  is, 
if  paid  in  fmall  pieces;  as  much  ?fi  t  man  can 
well  carry;  and  it  is  not  unufual  to  fee  pe6pld' 
carrying  off  a  fum  which  would;  by  virtue  of 
ah  EngHfti  b^nk  bill,  lie  fnug  in  a  nutfhell,  but 
which,  thus  Dtitcbified,  fills  a  Wheel-barrow. 
So  that  if  the  good  merchant's  fack  containccf : 
fifteen  or  twenty  Englifli  pounds,  which  I  pre-i 
fiime  it  iflight,  it  would,  though  lightly  fcorne 
by  a  irian  in  diftrefe,  be  a  very  d«id  weight  to 
a  modern  beau  of  thefe  dege^ierate  days; 
unufed  to  feel  either  the  pre^flure  of  want,  or 
the  blif&  of  ftiiiden  f-eiief  from  ic.  Whatever 
might  be  the  valiie  of  the  fum  in  filter,  it  was' 
liiorc  worth,  rnthe  eye  of  hifma'nity,  than  th^' . 
gold  of  Ophir;  and  yob  will  join  me,  heartily,' 
in  a  pratyiSr;  that  it  may- be  returned  into  the* 
worthy  donor's  coffers,  even  in  this- world,  ar  * 
million,  fold,  an4; that  it  may  add  tfo  thofo- 
:  ':  treaftj/es 
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trcafirres>  which  we  arc  afluf ed,  -are*  lent  tor 
the  Lord»  and  fhall  be  paid  again!  Of  thi9> 
heavenly  rcconipenfe>  you  will  think  the  giver 
yet  more  entitled,  when  you  learn  farther,  that? 
when  he  parted  from  the  perfbn  aflifted,  there 
were  the  tears  of  benevolence  gulhing  faft  tcf 
his  cheek,  which  he  hurried  away  to  conceaL 

From  all  thefe  things,  I  gather  that  the  mea 
of  bufinefs  in  Amfterdam,  may,  many  of  therrr, 
be  menof  feeling  at  the  fame  time;  and  that  they 
are,  though  generariy,  too  intently  fixedontheir^ 
grand  objedts  to  be  diverted  from'  purluirig^ 
them,  by  an  apparently  idle  fpedator,  like 
your  friend,  flaring  them  in  the  face,  they  have 
eyes  to  fee,  ears  to  hear,  and  hearts  to  feel  for ' 
the  unfortuitite.  Tell  me,  whethei*  in  an  aflem- 
bly  of  the  gay  and  faihionable.  Whether  a  fup^ 
pliant,  circumftaiiced  like  our  poor  Frieze-* 
lander,  would  have  had,  in  the  politeft  coun- 
tfy^  a  better  chance  of  having  his  wants  re-» 
lieved  thjln  he  found  at  Amf^crdam,  in  a  coun- 
try  where  gain  is  faid  to  be  the  Aaron^s  ferpent,^ 
whidh  fwallows  up  all  other  conliderations, 
and  particularly  in  the  public  Exchange,  a 
place  dedicated  immediately  to  the  Cod  of 
riches  ?  But  a  fuperior  God,  to  whom  mere 
liches  are  but  as  the  droft  of  the  earth,  had 

raifed 
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laifed  a;  tcna|de  tt)  benetolenrt,  strtd  tW 
chatitiei,  in  th^  bofom  6f  this^  merihantw  wlw/ 
thcirfarei  found  time  to  make  hiisf  ofFcfings  of 
C0inpsflion 

•   '«  Ev'n  therc^  whttti  meidiaits  moft  dccongregate:'* 

If  eaj  and  ftrffcred  hrs 

*•  Bargains  and  his  weff-earn'd  thrift,-'* 

%o  wait  till  this  devotion  of  his  hcatt  was  per- 
fbrmedi 

This  gi*cat  ftiairt  of  cdmnicrcc,  fi-orti  whence 
1  fend  you  thefe  Gleanings,  was  little  more 
rfian  a  circiunfcribed  haiftlct,  befoi'e  the 
thirteenth  century.  It  fofe  to  the  dignity  of 
a  confiderabic  fifliing  town  by  flow  degrees^ 
*nd  it  was  not  till  tdWards  the  endxif  the  four- 
teehthd  that  commerce  IWeaid  her  more  ex^ 
panded  fails,  and  fought  it  aji  her  po^t.  Bq^ 
after  this  it  grew- rapidly  into  a  city,,  and  in 
due  time  furmounted  all  obftrudions,.  and  toC^ 
to  the  power,,  wealth,^  and  grandeur,  ia  which 
we  ripw  behold  it,  infoinuchv  that  it  is-  with 
grwt  propriety -i*-i»  called  tjie  Storeh^oufe  oi 
Europe,  into  which  are  brought  the  moft  ufc- 
fijl,  ^lid  Beautiful  produftions.  of  the  four 
quarters  ^  of  the  globe.  I  have  traced  .  the 
ppwcrs  (of  its  .pradcj^  with  an  attentive  and 
a^onilhcd  eye. 

4  Thert 
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Ther^  inchor  ar'this  monient  at  the  quajri 
bf  Atofterdam,  a  vaft  number  of  veffcls  which 
have  Ikiled  hitheir  from  every  point  of  the 
irompafs  ;  for  there  blbws  not  a  Wind  that  docji 
not  prove  favourable  to  fome  adventurer  who 
fleers  for  this  celcbratfed  haven :  Ruflia,  Nbr- 
wegia,  t)entnark,  Sweden,  Pomerania-  Livonia; 
and  thfe  Baltic,  with  the  commerce  of  the 
Elbe,  the  Wcfer,  and  the  Meufe,  Gr^at 
Britain,  and  its  fair  appendages,  Spain,  Por^ 
tugal,  Italy,  contribute  to  the  itnmenfe  navi* 
git  ion  of  Hollaiidi 

As  to  the  trdde  of  the  Levant,  it  Was  riot  till 
the  year  1613,  that  the  Dutch  fettled  any  in- 
tercburfe  with  the  territory  of  the  Grand 
Seignior.  It  prbfpered  beyond  expedatibn^ 
after  the  treaty  wai^  once  eftablifhed  betwcch 
them.  The  Levant  merchandize  confifts  prin- 
cipally of  tea,  cocoaj  ginger,  and  thread :  of 
Dutch^  Irifli  and  Englilh  cloths.  In  the  Me- 
diterranean tradei  efpecially  Smyrna,  the  Hol- 
lander hasi  his  (hare.  His  broad  bottomed 
veflcls  are  yearly  fraught  Wittf  ftbres,  which  tit 
takes  in  exchange  for  the  profitdblc  luxuries 
that  are  brought  by  the  Carevanzerai  of 
Perlia ;  nor  does  the  Commercial  fpirit  limit 
itfelf  to  thefe  countries ;  bbt  ftretches  onward 

YOL.  ir.  F  f  to 
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to  Conftantinople  and  Cairo ;  nor  fufffe^s  itsT 
armbitiousf  enterprise  to  be  bounded  by  any 
thing  but  thofc  parts  of  the  globe,  which  navi*^^ 
gation  has  not  yet  explored* 

'i        ■     ■  ■  •  • 

.  J  *  • 

But  there  is  yet  fomething,  aaid  of  a  very 
liberal  kind^-  no  lefs  extenfive  at  Anrilerdani/ 
than  its  commerce.  Its  perfed:*  fr^dom.  of 
confcience  and  ceremonies  in  the  great  article 
of  religion.  The  various  itiodes  of  worftiip 
tvhich  prevail  amongft  mankind,  not  only  find 
here  focial  indulgence,  but  religious  union  ^ 
and  it  may  be  faid,  that  wherever  Holland  has 
ere(5led  the  ftandard  of  trade,  fhe  has  raifcd 
alfo  the  fignals  of  toleration,  and  invited  thcf 
jjiovifly  difpofed  of  all  countries  ta'her  capitaly 
that  their  feciilar  and  facred,  their  tenf^porat 
and  eternal,  intefefts  may  be  equally  cultivated 
and  protected. 

Here  it  is,  my  frifind,  and  perhaps  onIy« 
here,  chat,  in  matjiprs  of  faith>  all  men  are 
indejed  free:  and,.,  "as  in  Rome/'  during^  the 
liberal  government  of  thCf  Antonines  and  of 
T^rajan,  when  i&<r  ptavinces  were  .united  by 
laws,  and  adorned  bjt art,. and  when; //^r  capital 
was  .filled  with  fubjeds  and ^ ftrangcrs,  from 
every  part  of  the  world;  the  United  Provinces 

of 
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t)f  Holland,  hold  out  ber  capital  as  a  temple 
facred  to  the  fpim  6f  univcrfal  concord,  and 
though  fixed  on  principles  of  everlafting  fteadi- 
ncfs,  as  to  their  own  tenets,  they  offer  to  the 
reft  of  the  earth  a  fandtuary  to  adore,  acCordinjg 
to  their  different  perfuafions,  that  God 

a 

*•  Whofc  tcmpfe  is  allTpac^, 
«'  Wiofe  altih:,  earth,  fc^,  ikiet! 

In  return  for  thrs  toleration,  it  is  but  fair  t6 
acknowledge  that  the  fpirit  of  religious  peace, 
that  high,  and,  alai !  rare  bleflihg,  has  been  lefs 
hurt  by  the  indulgence  of -the  States,  than  from 
the  jarring  hiftory  6f  the  world  on  this  fubjeft^ 
might  be  expeded.  On  the  contrary  it  has 
been  demonftrated  that"  much  of  the  Horrible 
bloodlhed  which  has  been  produced  in  other 
countries,  and  particularly  in  our  own,  by 
religibus  perfecution,  might  have  been  pre-- 
vented,  had  the  charitable  accommodation 
which  diftinguifties  this  Republic  been  more 
generally  pradlifed.  The  public  fafctyof  the 
conimonweahh,  and  the  happinefs  of  each  in- 
dividual, has  rarely  beeil  found  incompatible 
\vith  the  liberty  of  mind  and  opinion  at  Am<- 
fterdam. 

Nothing,  indeed,  that  1  can  dffer,  can  flieW 
fo  fully  the  exteiifivenefs  of  this  liberty,  as  ob- 

F  f  2  fwving 
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fcrvirtg  to  you  that,  although  there  are  hfcithcf 
convents,  friars,  nor  abbefles^  in  the  real 
monadic  form,  to  be  fccn  in  Holland,  there 
are,  in  this  city^  more  than  twenty  churches^ 
where  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  is  publicly 
tolerated.  One.of  thefe,  called  Mofes  and« 
Aaron,  is  a  very  beautiful  edifice,  and .  magni- 
ficently  ornamented.  Therfe  are  two*  orders, 
however^  of  perfons  combined  in  religious 
alTociation,  that  you  may,  perhaps^  confider  as 
a  fort  of  exception  to  my  aflertion  of  there 
being  no  conventual  affemblies.  I  allude  to 
the  Sop iety  of  Beguines.  Of  whom  the  fol- 
lowing is,  out  of  manyt  the  moil  faithful 
Gleaning. 

The  houfc  appropriated  to  this  oraer  is  built 
like  a  little  diftind  town,  with  a  wait  and 
ditch  round  it,  and  a  church  within,  where 
the  Beguines  are  obliged  to  attend  divine  fer- 
vice,  "  at  ftated  hours  of  prayer.'*  They  wear 
a  habit  of  dark  brown,  not  unlike  the  hermit 
weeds,  in  which  we  are  acc.uftorned  tp  fed  pil- 
grims on  the  Engiifh  theatre  i  tfiey  receive  and 
pay  vifits,  and  may  quit  the  convent^  and 
marry,  when  they  pleafe.  They  arc  either 
unmarried  women  or  widows,  who  have  no 
children ;  and  need  no  other  recommendation 

for 
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for  being  admitted,  but  a  certificate  of  their 
good  behaviour,  and  that  they  have  a  compe- 
tency to  live  upon,  either  by  themfclves,  or  in 
fociety  with  the  other  fillers  as  they  think  fit. 

In  Roman  Catholic  countries,  you  know, 
there  are  many  fuch  eftablifhments.  Their  life 
is  a  kind  of  medium,  between  a  fec^lar  and 
religious  aifociation ;  and  is,  in  efFe<ft,  no  more, 
than  a  focial  retirement,  for  regular  people. 
There  were,  and  I  believe  are  ftill,  two  houfes 
of  this  kind,  which  I  vifited  fame  years  ago  in 
Flanders.  They  are  about  a  mile  in  circum- 
ference, and  cpnfift  of  neat  little  ftrcets,  fo 
thai;  they  deferve  the  name  wther  of  fmall 
towns  than  religious  houfes.  The  church  or 
chapel  is  always  in  the  centre.  Every  Beguinc 
has  her  apartment  and  garden.  They  have 
a  chaplain;  but  take  no  vows  of  celibacy,  &c. 
The  Beguines  of  Ghent  and  Bruffels,  wear 
black  with  a  particular  kind  of  round  cover  on 
their  heads,  plaited  in  the  form  of  a  rdfe,  and 
about  a  foot  in  diameter.  The  reft  of  their 
head-drefs  is  of  cambrick.  Whenever  they 
marry,  as  being  fuppofed  no  longer  to  want 
fociety,  they  quit  the  order.  In  great  eftablilh- 
ments  of  this  kind,  the  ladies  have  their  car- 
riages;   and,  in   fhort^    Beguine    is    another 

F  f  3  name 
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name  for  a  woman  to  do  whatever  ftic  pleafes^ 
4nd  I  do  not  know  what  female^  who  is  not  a 
very  happy  wife,  might  not  wilh  to  become  a 
Bcguinc* 

But  the  moft  extraordinary  fedl,  to  be  found 
in  this  all-tolerating  city,  is,  that  of  the  Rhyns- 
burgains,  fo  called  becaufe  the  alTembly  of 
the  perfons,  belonging  to  the  above  fed,  is 
held  at  the  village  of  Rhynlburg,  near  Leyden; 
and  the  three  peafants  who  were  the  founders  of 
the  Rhynfburgian  religion  lived  there* 

Their  names  were  John,  Adrian,  and  Gil- 
bert Van  Code,  each  of  whom  was  a  rare 
example  not  only  of  (kill  and  diligence  as 
farmers,  but  of  erudition  as  linguifts,  having 
as  perfedt  a  knowledge  of  languages  as  of 
agriculture,  and  cultivating  both  without  fa- 
crificing  the  one  to  the  other.  A  fourth 
brother,  (William,)  arofe  to  the  diftindion, 
fcertainly^  not  without  defei-ving  it)  of  Pro* 
fcflbr  of  the  Oriental  languages  in  the  Urii- 
verfity  of  Leyden.  Thofe  above-named,  con- 
tinued to  divide  their  labours  betwixt  the 
duties  of  the  fpade,  and  the  ftudy  of  divinity, 
and  while  yet  in  the  flower  of  their  age,  be- 
came fo  celebrated  as   to  receive  yifits   from 

Prince 
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Prince  Maurice,  and  Monficur  Du  Maurier, 
the  then  Envoy  of  France.  Maurice,  who  wa^ 
himfelf  a  fcholar,  converfed  with  thefe  felf* 
taught  countrymen  in  Latin,  Greek,  Italian  and 
French,  in  each  of  which  tongues  they  replied 
with  a  fpirit  and  readinefei  (wanting  only 
nvhat,  every  body,  not  natjil  to  them  murt 
moreor  lefs  want,  cotttGt  pronunciatibfi)  that 

^(lonifhed  their  auditors. 

■     •       •  ,  - 

The  remonftrant  clergy^  being  baniflied  in 
1 6 19,  left  their  dhurches  without  a  paftor: 
this  determined  our  three  brothers,  who  were 
of  that  fe<5l,  to  fupply  the  deficiency,  under- 
taking  to  expound  the  Scriptures  to  the  people; 
They  ^dminiftered  baptifm,  in  the  manner  of 
the  primitive  Ghrrftians;  and  fettled  their 
modes  of  worfhip,  •  on  particular  paflages  of 
the  holy  writings,  efpeciaily  the  fourteenth 
chapter  of  St.  Paul's  firft  epiftle  to  the  Corin-' 
thians.  The  eflential  difference  betwixt  this 
and  other  Chriftian  affbciations,  is  not  a  little 
honorable  to  their  community,  viz.  it$  tolera- 
tion of  every  other,  every  perfon  being  at  full 
liberty  to  adore  God,  according  to  his  own 
forms  of  faith.  Every  perfon  admitted  tothdr 
meetings,  delivers  in  turn  his  fentiments,  k;id 
offers  up  hi?  prayers,  without  referve,  on  the 

F  f  4  given 
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given  text  of  the  day,  and  a  perfeft  equality 
pKevails  :  the  Bible  is  their  fole  guide. .  They 
HfTemble  on  the  Saturday,  and  enter  into  cer-* 
tain  preliminary  difcourfcs,  by  way  of  prc^ 
paration  for  the  Sabbath,  when  one  of  the 
brothers  diflributcs  the  bread  and  wirte, 
humbly  declaring  himfelf  as  little  worthy  of 
that  honour  as  the  other  comniunicants.  On 
the  Sunday  evening  they  meet  to  enumerate  the 
many  motives  of  gratitude,  which  every  mem- 
ber of  the  fraternity,  has  to  return  thanks  to  the 
fountain  of  all  good,  and  on  ^hf  Mo^id^y 
morning,  they  taJce  leave  of  each  other^  witf^ 
the  moft  fervent  exhortations,  to  perfeyerc  in 
virtue  and  religion ;  and  in  that  perfeverance 
to  be  uniform,  whatever  diflimilarities  may 
yari^g^te  their  external  ceremonies:  for  it  is 
npt  uncommon  for  people  of  all  modes 
of  faith,  to  afli^l  at  the  !|lhynlb\irgian  Af- 
fembliest 

Religion  and  trade,  however,  arc  not  the 
only  things  in  this  great  town  wherein  there 
is  unbounded  freedom*  They  tolerate  vice 
as  >vell  as  virtue;  the  number  of  common 
brothels,  licenfed  by  the  States,  in  almoft 
every  large  town,  is  enormous.  They  are 
known    by    the    name  of   Mufic-houfes,    of 

which 
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^hich  there  arc  not  lefs  than  five  and  twenty  in 
Amfterdam.  Strange  as  it  may  feem  to  you, 
they  are  no  left  the  repofitories  of  guilt  and 
fliame,  than  the  reforts  of  innocence  and  curi- 
-ofity,  as  perfons  of  the  beft  charaAers,  and  of 
both  fexes,  are  to  be  feen  in  them,  almoft  every 
evening.  The  Mufic-Houfe,  is  amongft  the 
public  places,  vifited  by  almoft  every  ftranger: 
but  youare  to  underftand  that  the  fcenes  thus  ex- 
hibited to  travellers,  are  nootherwife  grofs,  than 
as  they  excite  ideas  infeparablyconneded  with  the 
light  of  fuch  a  number  of  females,  devoted  by 
avowed  profeffion  to  a  life  of  impurity.  The 
Mufic-Houfe  has  always  qne  very  fpacious 
apartment,  where  all  perfons  are  admitted  on 
paying  at  entrance,  the  price  of  a  bottle  of 
?wine.  Two  benches,  the  whole  length  of  the 
j-oom,  are  placed  for  the  reception  of  inhabi- 
tants and  vifitors.  There  are  feldom  lefs  than 
twenty  women  belonging  to  one  houfe.  Thefe 
aflemble  about  eleven  at  night,  drefled,  or 
rather  undreiTed,  in  all  the  difgufting  difplays 
of  their  trade;  an  enormous  pad  to  fwell  out 
the  hips,  a  flaming  red  petticoat,  which  fcarce 
reaches  the  calf  of  the  leg,  an  immenfe  pair  of 
fhoe-buckles,  which  nearly  cover  the  foot,  two 
broad  black  patches,  the  fize  of  half-a-crown 

piece. 
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piece,  on  the  temples,  and  uncovered  bo^ 
foms.  This,  indeed,  excepting  only  the 
bofoms,  is  the  ordinary  Dutch  woman's  llyle 
drefs.  A  miferabic  pair  of  fidlers  are  fcraping 
in  a  corner  of  the  room,  which  is  flaringly 
lighted  up  with  tallow  candles ;  the  men  are^ 
moft  of  them,  fmoking  on  the  benches,  and 
the  women  dancing  in  the  middle.  Some  of  the 
dances  are  curious  enough :  one  in  particular, 

where  the  man  turns  the  woman  round  on  tip- 
toe, feveral  hundred  times  together,  without 
the     fmalleft    intermiflion,     with    one    hand 
encircling  her  waifl:,  and    elevating  the  other 
above  the  head,  to  meet  her  hand.     The  incre- 
dible  rapidity    with   which   this    whirling  i$ 
performed,  and  the  length  of  time  it  continues^ 
turns  the  fpeftator  giddy,  but  feems.to  have  no 
cfFed:  on   the  parties  engaged   in   the  dance. 
And  while   one   couple   are  perfornwng    this 
roundabout,  it  is  not  uncommon  for  ten  or  a 
dozen  others,  to'  leap  from  their  feats,  pipes 
in  hand,  and  feizing  the  girls,  join   in    the 
twirl,  like  fo  many  ie-to^tumSy  or  rather  flcep- 
ingtops;  for,  notwithftanding  their  adivity 
of  limbs,  there  feemsin  their  countenances,  and 
even  in  their  movemeftts,   a   fort   of  torpor, 
which  the  fprightlieft  pleafure  cannot  diflipate : 
although  it  fliould  be  obfervcd,  that  the  Dutch 
6  arc 
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are  much  addifted  to  dancing,  and  albeit,  they 
beat  the  ground  with  the  foot,  rather  of  a  giant 
than  a  f^iry,  they  appear  to  derive  from  theii* 
unwieldy,  and  fometimes  ungraceful  motions, 
fuch  folid  happinefs,  thit  a  good  natiir^ 
Ipedtator,  cannot  but  be  himfelf  happy,  pn  rh^ 
principle  of  general  benevolence^  to  fee;,  an^ 
Hollander  rampant,  .  ' 

Carter  tells  us,  thefe  Mufic-Houfes  hav^ 
undergone  diverfity  of  fortune,  Soirietime^ 
they  have  ample  toleration  i  now  and  then  they 
have  infpedors,  to  fee  that  no  indecencies,  are 
committed.  At  other  times,  in  confequence 
of  great  diforders,  they  are  fhut  up,  and  perform 
a  kind  of  quarantine,  before  the  magiftrates 
fuffer  them  again  to  be  open  for  the  reception 
of  company.  In  point  of  number,  privileges, 
and  enormities,  they  certainly  exceed  any  thing 
of  the  kind,  even  in  Rome  itfelf.  What  the 
State  offers  in  its  own  defence,  on  this  head, 
amounts  to  the-ftale  maxim,  that 

«'  Private  Vic^  arc  public  Benefits.*' 

On  the  night  I  made  this  curious  aflembly 
my  Gleaning  vifit,  it  was  crouded  with  people 
of  all  countries :  for  itvwas  during  the  time  of 
the  fair,  and  the  humours  of  the  Mufic-Houfe, 
were  confidcrcd  as  one  of  the  fine  fights  of  the 

fair. 


444  «L£AKINGS^    &r» 

fein  Amcngft  the  fets  of  ftrangcrs  than 
attradcd  my  notice  more  particularly,  was  a 
groupe  of  female  Friezeland  peafants,  drefled 
in  the  pidurefque  habits  of  their  Province* 
Bonnets  made  umbrella  fafhion,  and  not  much 
lefs  as  to  Ike ;  the  linings  of  flowered  linen^ 
of  a  more  flaring  pattern  than  the  out  of  date 
printed  cotton,  for  bed-furniture,  and  window 
curtains :  but  a.t  the  extremity  of  thefe,  were 
ihugly  dcpofited  fome  of  the  faircft  faces  I 
ever  beheld,  which,  coloured  by  modefl:y  at  the 
blufhing  fight  of  fo  many  young  creatures,  who 
difdaihed  covering  of  aJmofl:  any  fort,  appeared 
yet  more  beautiful — the  beauty  of  virtue — 
from  the  powerful  advantage  of  immediate 
contraft,  with  the  deformity  of  vice. — In  the 
lovely  eyes  of  one,  I  gleaned  the  tear  of 
innocence,  pitying  guilt,  and  at  the  fame  time, 
vindicating  her  fcx.  This  gentle  drop  was  hid 
from  the  company  in  general.  A  young  man, 
poflibly  her  lover,  on  whoft  arm  fhe  hung,  fiw 
and  felt  it,  for  I  perceived  him  prefs  her  hand, 
and  whifper  fomething  that  increafed  the  crim- 
fon  in  her  face,  and  yet  checked  the  tear  upon 
her  cheek,  where  it  fixed  midway^  like  a  dew 
drop  on  the  rofe-bud.. 

Of  the  mufi-c-gipls,  many  arc  pretty  featured, 
batr  carry   in   every    lineament,   the   figns  of 

theift* 


their  lanientable  vocation :  fodden  complexions^ 
feebly  glofled  over  by  artificial  daubings  of  the 
worft  colour;  eyes  that  are  commanded  to 
attempt  exciting  paflion,  but  whicb^  in  the 
very  attempt,  feem  difobediently  to  fhrink  into 
the  fockets ;  and  conftrained  merriment,  which 
fubftitutcs  a  noify  and  difcordant  laugh,  and 
childiih  anticks,  for  the  notes  of  genuine 
mirth  and  unharrafled  fpirits.  How  diifi^rent^ 
my  friend,  the  powers  of  modefty^,  and  the 
biulhing  honours,  in  its  train — how  different 
from  the  blamelefs  beings  I  have  juft  defcribed 
for  you— breathing  health,  and  blooming  iii 
beauty,  the  blelTed  effects  of  pure  manners, 
air,  and  habitudes ! 

The  inhabitants  of  the  licenfed  houfes  of 
Amfterdam  are,  indeed,  more  unfortunately 
Situated  than  any  of  their  fadly  aierry  iifterhood 
of  London.  They  are  never  fuffered  to  pafs 
the  doors,  which  are  guarded  by  three  or  four 
iiUIooking  fellows,  who  literally  confider  them 
as  private  property.  Thefe  keepers  of  their 
prifon-houfe  (for  it  is  not  lefs  fo,  though  with 
lefs  accommodation)  abfolutely  piirchafe  them 
in  the  firft  inftance.  The  buyer  finds  them  in 
the  haunts  of  the  laft  diftrefs,    and  many  arc 

feduced 
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feduced  by  the  hope  of  an  cfcape  from  famine^ 
and  the  idlenefs  which  produced  it,  to  accede 
to  almoft  any  terms.  For  a  few  weeks,  they 
are  fupplied,  even  te  profufion,  with  not  only 
Jieceflary  comforts,  but  with  thofe  meretricious 
and  flaring  decorations,  which  at  once  difcover 
their  trade  and  their  tafte.  Little  do  they  fuf- 
jpcdt  that  this  bounty  is  a  trap  to  catch  them ; 
that  it  is  intended  only  to  plunge  them  beyond 
redemption  deep  in  guilt  and  flavery,  ferving 
the  double  purpofe  of  dreffing  out  the  vidim, 
and  binding  the  prifoner  in  chains— though 
they  feem  of  filk — of  fin  and  mifery,  anddifeafe 
and  death. 

They  have  not  united  themfelves  to  the 
wretched  fociety  of  the  mufic  houfe  a  finglc 
month  e'er  they  find  themfelves  involved  in 
unpayable  debts,  fome  of  three,  others  of  five 
hundred  guilders,  for  thofe  very  articles,  which 

at  once  increafe  the  revenue  of  their  tyrants, 
and  aggravate  their  own  poverty  and  guilt. 
They  have  literally  nothing  to  offer  but  per- 
fohal  fecurity,  and  as  it  rarely  happens  a  gal- 
lant cafi  be  found  to  pay  the  price  of  their  ran- 
fom,  they  remain  fl^ves  for  life,  fubjed:  to  ri-. 
gours^  to  which  no  other  flaves  are  liable. 

After 
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After  t  had  been  a  filent  fpe6lator  6f  this 
female  jail,  the  h?rdeft  to  which  any  culprit  cari 
be  condemned,  I  perceived  many  of  the  pri-^ 
fancrs,  jaded  with  mufic  and  dancing,  for 
the  charms  of  .which  they  could  have  no  relifti, 
fkllen  into  a  profound  fleep,  out  of  which  their 
cruel  owners  aroufed  them  by  the  moft  brutal 
language,  and  ev^ri  by  blows. 

•'••«■ 

Certain  difcipKnarians  have  thoughtthat-a 
fight  of  the  hateful  portraits  of  vice  do  but 
recommend  thofe  of  virtue.  So  far  as  that  is 
true,  a  vifit  to  the  mufic-houfes  of  Amfterdam 
may  conduce  to  the  interefts  of  niorality.  Un* 
queftionably  a  youth  who  has  been  trained  in 
the  principles  of  a  pure  education,  and  known 
the  endearments  of  fociety;  when  refined,  and 
foftened  by  innocent  women,  could  fuffer  no 
permanent  ftain  by  a  review  of  fcenes  from 
which,  indeed,  a  man  of  the  leaft  touch  of  pity, 
cJr'  fertte  of  ^hat  i$  due  to  the  diftreffes  of  even 
the  worft  of  the  fex,  would  turn  with  revolt, 
at  obferve  only  with  commifcration.  And 
hence  it  is,  that  I  am  inclined  to  think  the  ten- 
deVeft  miftreft,  or  the  moft  faithful  wife  would 
have  Kttle  to  fear  from  a  lover's  or  hufband^s 
infpedlion  of  th^fe  difgraceful  and  difgufting^ 
receptacles.     What  could  they  -exhibit  but  the 

excefles 
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exccflcs  of  the  groflcft,  oppofcd  to  the  pcrfec^ 
tion  of  the  mod  delicate  paflion  ?  And,  aftef 
allowing  for  the  poflible  impreflion  of  a  tran- 
fient  view,  and  the  effecft  it  might  have  on  hu-^ 
man  frailty,  I  fhould  venture  to  believe  that  the 
unfuUied  charms  jof  a  virtuous  woman  mult 
gain  frtfti  honours  and  triumphs  from  the 
defcent  of  their  admirers  into  thcfe  regions  of 
indecency,  intereft,  and  loathing,  where  all  is . 
glariiig,  forced,  and  unnatural. 

A  far  more  dangerous  fitUation,  my  friend,  is 
that,  where,  to  the  blandifhments  of  fcduftion,  , 
are  joined  the  femblances  of  virtue.  Where 
female  libertinifm  arrays  herfelf  in  the  robes  of 
apparent  innocence,  and  where  the  relenting 
hegrt  is  taken  captive  by  temptations  that 
almoft  perfuade  it,  that  it  is  yielding  itfelf  up, 
rather  a  votary  to  virtue,  than  a  vidtim  to  vice. 

But  I  arti  upon  trembling  ground ;  and  will 
go  lightly  off,  while  I  may  yet  efcape  thofe 
over-nice  moralifts,  who  are  fo  wonderfully  apt 
to  mif-interpret  a  palling  refledlion  into  a  re-» 
commendation  or  encouragement  of  error.  By 
what  I  have  thrown  out  on  this  fubjed,  \  give 
only  the  refult  of  my  own  feelings,  which  have 
always  alTured  me  that  there  is  not  morfc  poetry . 

than 


thiaixuth  (and  particularly  in  applying  them 
to  women)  in  thcfc  well-known  verfcs^ ... 

■  **  Vice  is  a  mbnfter  of  fo  frightful  mieh^' 
*•  As  to  be  hated  needs  but  to  be  feen."    . 

Aftd,  though  the  fubfequcnt  lineg 

■<  '  ' 

«*  Yet  feen  too  oft,  familiar  with  her  ftcc, 
♦*  Wc  firft  cndttre,  then  ^ity,  then^mbrac5c>" 

miy  be  ilfo  true,  in  a  general  fenfe,  it  may  be 
cOnfidered  fo  far  as  an  e:^ception  here,  inafmuch 
as  the  embrace  itfelf  is  fticceeded  by'an  hatred 
of  vice,  and  a  return  to  virtue. 

'  ..  '         ' 

It  IS  time,  however,  we  take  our  leave  of  this 

gireat  and  populous  city.  You  will  allow  it  is 
well  entitled  to  the  latter  epithet^  when  you 
arc  reminded  that  at  a  medium  for  ififceeh  wars 
nine  thoufand  perfons  have  died  in  it  annually. 
In  Paris,  for  the  like  term  of  years,  twice  that 
number  have  defcended  to  the  tomb.  I  fpeak 
of  the  time  of  the  deaths  of  nature,  ere  the 
introdu'dion  of  the  dreadful  guillotine — of 
whofe  devaftations  I  am  foon  to  fpeak. 

1  underftand  that  the  bills  of  mortality  in 
London,  for  the  like  fpace,  give  in  a  calcula- 
tion of  twenty- four  thoufand.  I  (hpuld  fufpeft 
twenty-fix  thoufand  would  be  nearer  the  truth, 
if  we  include  the  villages  and  detached  hpufes.. 
'-'VOL.  ir.  Gg  The 


Th^  prrfent  averaged  liuMber^    tk^refow^  of/t 
the  inhabiutiu  of  tbefe  three  capitals  ofi^Eiiropryi  ^ 
according tpthe uflial' aftimai^  by  deaths^ fiands 
thus :  Amfterdam  upwards  of  230,0001  Paris, 
500,000  s   and   London^  about  vooiOoce^*/    Afi  - 
Rome,  no  public  regifters  of  chriftenings,  or 
burials,'  are  kept;  bus  in    1683^  NL  Augout 
computed  the  inhabitants  at;  about   r25^oocu . 
In  i7i4»  Pope  Clement  IL  caufed  an  exadt  ac- 
count to  be  takea  by  S;  Carraccioli,  which,  he , 
made  to  be  104,300  fouls,  including  ftrangcrst 
who  are  generally  fuppofed  to  be  20,000. 

It  is  afferted  by   Carter,  however,    that  the  ^ 
inhabitanxs  of  the  two  Provinces  of  Hollalid^ 
and  Zealand,  do  not  confifl  of  more  than^  one 
million  andahalf,  that  is,  little  more;  thaahalf 
an  acre  for  every  head.. 

Upon  the  whole,  Amfterdam  has  been  juftly:. 
called  the  modem  Tyre,  for  beauty^  opuleistce,^ 
and  accomnKxJation  of  every  kind:  ahd.  thor 
government  of  the  city  is  fo  well  regulated,  that 
iA  five  years  therd  iare:  riot  five  hralefadtors  ebc- 
ecuted,  Iti  fhoft,  whatever  is  the  particular 
Bent  of  a  tfaveller's  difpofition  ;  whether  trade^- 
or  pleaftirebei-the  abjeft,  he  explores,  hemayt 
find  wherewithal  tagratify  himfelf  in  this  city, 

A  -to 


tdi  tondttS  yvtsi  t6  erne  of  the  gteateft  cirriofiti« 
cither  in* this  or  in  zny  other  ceuntry ;  Imeart 
North  HoUatid,  \^htrt  I  havfe  piflid  fome-  rtf 
ttte  itioft  agreeable  days  of  riiy  Rfti  anfdf  \i^Hei^i 
jft Very  thing  one  fees  is  lb  approj^riaft^  aftd  di^ 
fHttd;  that  ma'  quick  trattfitioft  froni  Atnfttt?-^ 
dam;  the  ^QWWftft  is  rfmoft  as  gi^f  ^  if  oirrt 
Wtt*^^  Be  fbdde^fy  tfattfportctf  iftto  a^  new 
^t%riA — --My  fti<*tf,  ffereil^l.  - 

A*f.  rhavejoftrteolltfcaddapalfegetrfthe 
great "^uthor^  of  The  Decline  and  Fail  df  the  .  //  ' 
Roman  Empire,  on  the  fubjed  of  Roman  popu- 
lation, which  far  exceeded  the  eftimate  I  have 
juft  mentioned.  The  number  of  fubjefts  who 
acknowledged  the  laws  of  Rome,  of  oitizens, 
provincials,  and  flaves,  cannot  now  be  fixed  , 

with  fuch  a  degree  of  accuracy  as  the  import- 
ance of  the  objed  would  deferve.  We  are 
informed  that  when  the  Emperor  Claudius 
cxercifed  the  office  of  Cenfor,  he  took  aa 
account  of  fix  millions  nine  hundred  and  forty- 
five  thoufand  citizens,  who,  with  the  propor- 
tion of  women  and  children,  muft  have 
amounted  to  about  twenty  millions  of  fouls. 
But,  after  weighing,  with  attention,  every  cir- 
juinftanCe  which  could  influence  the  balance, 
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it  feems  probable  that  there  exifted,  in  the  timif 
of  Claudius^  about  twice  as  many  provincials 
as  there  were  citizeni;^  of  e^ither  fex,  and  of 
every  age ;  and  that  the  flaves  were,  at  leaft, 
equal  in  number  to  the  free  inhabitants  of  the 
Jloman  world.  The  to|;al  amount  then  of  this 
Important  calculation  would  rife  to  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  perfons :  *'  a 
['  degree  of  population  (fays  Gibbon)  which  pof- 
fibly  exceeds  that  of  modern  Europe^  and 
**  forms  the  moll  numerous  fociety,  that  has  ever 
f'  been  admitted^  or  united  under  the  fame 
**  fyftem  of  government.  *\ 
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LETTER    U 


TO  THS  SAME. 


1 

Beyond  difpatc,  the  llttlc  country 
irom  whence  I  dare.this  letter,,  is  the  moft  dc*- 
ferving  to  be  infp^ded^  ^^  a  curipfity^  of  any, 
not  only  in  the  Seven,  but  in  the  Seventeen 
Provinces ;  and  yet,  like  many  other  deferving 
objedls  \vy  thU  pervcrfe  world  of  our*^,  is  the 
leaft  vifited  by  thofe  who  have  even  n^  other 
motive  of  travel  than  to  gratify  .curiofity^  Sa*- 
tisfied  with  feeing  the  capital,  which  they  run 
over  as  if  that  time  which  they  throw. away^ 
yrere  really  precious  to  them,  they  Ihift  thp 
icene  with  the  rgipidity  jof  ou;:  ancient  play- 
wrights, who,  in  the  courfe  of  a  ^z^Ie  ad^ 
whkh  takes  half  an  hour  in  the  repre&ntatioq, 
.carry  iUs  from  one  quarter  of  the  globe  to  ano^ 
ther,  leaping  f  be  fp^e  Ijctwepni  thpugh  ^Vwhole 
oceans  roll,**  to  flop  jtJtiiF^D,  with  as  imuch.eafc 
:as  if  they  were  ftepping  over  a  gutter.  Jnjfo^ 
Ynuch  chat  a  thorough-paced.,  traveller  ^wUl 
,breakfaft  in  Helvoetfluice,  dine  at  Rpttfrdam, 
take  fupiper  gt  Amfterdam,   return  the  nc3^ 
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morning  to  break faft  at  the  Hague ;  and  write 
a  tour,  through  Holland,  of  what  he  has  not 
fcen,  in  good  Mmt  for  thcjtcturning  packet. 
But  more  fedate  perfons,  as  has  been  \^:cll 
obferved,  by  one  wl^Q  d<plQrf  d  it,  rarely  vifit 
the  province  of  North  Holland,  but  turn  their 
backs  on  the  country,  as  foon  as  they  have 
4ten  AmOm&Bm;  t^rehy  kffing  a  view  of  one 
4if  »the  (moftibcaiitifiilly  romantic  fpots  im  tiaip 
.w4»lt  moipli.  .  ' 


•  •  4       «   a  ' 


^  £  v^vEL  ^rboeied)  onqr  fr,itn!d,  to  rjuiHfy  ibn 
4[rfi^rtiQii,:tby  ^oamng  iBbr  ye^  ^hat^  oncom^ 
parmg  ithr  giv^n  fleicriptions  with  the  tfe* 


<  -JWcr/ft  Holi^  5s  'anotner  n^me  for  W/^ 
Frteflttn^,  paradttxieal  as^  that  may  foune}* 
^dfificrly,;  %,  w«s  a  marih  e^mpofed  of  manj 
^*at  Wfts,  Separated  ii-om  ^ach  ^fi\[\tr  only  fey 
Aigh  fMcl^  4t  <llfces';  but  n©w  n^ing  recyiai  its 
ttf  iSi^,  -fc^cfcpt  ^th^ir  -Btmc^  ^r^^imemfioms  in 
^ps.  ly^th  incredible  >toil^  ^heyl^ve  both 
'4bii^rc^y^ftined,  aod  4t4iang?d  irvto  the  ileliciDiis. 
^ce  I  haw  juft  ftYcneonpd.  'E^en  'Sir  WiUis^^ 
TTOTfiplc,  wfeo  was  not  apt  to  fpeak  too  kindly 
1^  t4olkiid,^b&rvcd,  that  w  once  rotten  m^u-fli, 
^  d»mifig^(tf^whidi  wa«  the  incertSknt  labwir 
;         .  •  of 
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of  four  years  ;  ^  fpace,  including  highways  and 
cjikcs,  of  no  more  than  t^n  thoufand  acr<s,  is 
fo  wjbII  planted  \vith  gardens,  orchards,  and 
ipaj^ftic  rows  of  ^rees,  as  to  form  the  moft. 
pi.eafant  landfcape  he  ever  faw.  ^'  U  .w^9  here,. 
fay^  Teniple,  tb?f  I  xnet  with  a  curiofity  yet 
greater  ihan  the  pJacc  itfelf— a  poor  fellow. 
^f  in  an  hoipital  <a  foperannyated  feaman)  who 
prpved  to  be  the  only  rich  man  I  ever  Jfaw  in 
my  4ife :  for,  on  pfferiog  hini  a  cvown,  aa  4 
«*  reward  for  the  trouble  of  Ihewing  me  i;hc 
^*  hofpit-al,  and  giving  me  ^ith  the  hiftor/  of 
^  the  place,  the  biftory.of  himfelf,  as  one  4)f 
**  its  jDoft  veteran  ine/nbiers,  in  ^  very  pjeafiwt 
J3^anner>  he  abiWu^Iy  refufed  4ny  money, 
faying  -he  could  have  no  ufe  for  it,  being  plea* 
tifuUy  fupplicd  with  every  thing  neceflary 
<*  in  the  hofpitftl/* 

»  ■ 

The  manners  and  ciiftoms  of  North  Holland 
are  faid  to  differ  effentially  from  thpfe  in  the 
South;  but  I  could  trace  the  dilHipilitude only 
in  the  articles  of  dr^f8,.and  fyperipr  ncatnefs  : 
for  though  all  the  Provinces  are  clean  on  the 
furface,  this  of  Weft  Friefland  is  fo  even  to  a 
painful  afFedtation.  Saardam,  Alkmaar,  Hoornji 
Enkhuifm,  Edam,  Monnikendam,  Broek,  Me- 
denbik,  and  Parmerend?  are  (he  principal 
towns. 
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,  «       f  •      •       . 

The  fifft  is  a  village,  where,  inftead  of  a^ 
gleaning,^  traveller  of  cu'riofity  rtiay  gatheip 
Hh  harveft.  '  The  fihgle  artigle  of  windmills; 
aftd  woodmilis  would  afford  him  a  fheaf.     The 

number  of  each  is  really  incredible.      There 

,         »    •  ^  «■  • 

are  not  left 'than  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the 
millsto  cut  wood  into  planks,  for  the  purpofc 
of  (hip-building,  of  which  the  procefs  will 
ptove  a  morning's  entertainment  to  any  man^^ 
and  of  which  the  invention  is  due  to  Corn- 
neillc  Van  Uitguft.  1  have  never  feen  them* 
cVen  in  oiir  naval  ifland,  where,  afluredly,^  they 
woiifd' prove  a  po\Vcrfur  auxiliary ;  or  itti  1 
ihiftakeh  ?  Have  they  been  adopted  by  our 
ingenious*  countrymen?/!  recommend  them, 
at  all  events  to  every  trayellef,  who,  like  my- 
ftlf,  hath  never  feerfthem  before.  Saardam, 
like  the  other  towns  of  North  Holland,  is  al- 

moft  entirely  of  \yood.  painted  on  the  outjde 

■ ,  -  '■  • «  ■ 

with  as  much  care,  as  to  colour  ^nd  figures, 
as  our  choiceft  apartments  on  the  infiae.  Be- 
fore  and  behind  every  hopfe,  even  ip  fhis  bpfy, 
populous,  and  commercial  town,  which  con- 
tains many  thoufapd  Jnhabitaqts,  are  little; 
gardens,  the  eigjith^  tenth,  and  even  twentieth 

pi  an  acre,  where  flowers,  vegetables,  flirubs, 

^     '  •  •.     '  ■  '  ■■        *  •    ■ . 

grafs-plots,  and  cockle-ftiell  walks,  are  ar- 
ranged in  fo  lingular  a  manner,  that  they  feea^ 

r«her 


rather  tl^c  property,  and  indeed  the  work  of 
fairy  fingers  and  fairy  people^  than  of  a  hardy^ 
heavy  looking,  fet  of  men  and  wonnien,  whofe 
lighted  tread  or  touch  might  feem  to  throw 
them  into  irretrievable  diforder.  You  cannot 
look  at  a  tree  of  a  year's  growth,  but  its  bark 
is  painted  of  all  hues,  figures,  and '  fancies  i 
nor  can  you  fit  down  on  a  bench,  without 
prefling  under  you  blue  tigers,  red  wolves, 
green  foxes,  yellow  rabbits,  and  white  ravens* 
Tafte  iis  abfolutely  forbid  to  enter  North  HoU 
land  ;  but  in  lieu  of  it,  whim  is  privileged  to 
play  whatever  pranks  he  thinks  proper;  fo  as 
he  makes  no  dirt.  They  almoft  , quarrel  with 
nature,  whom  they  welcome  during  the  fpring 
and  fummer,  for  dropping  her  leaves  upon 
their  ihell-walk$  in  autumn.  But  of  this  more 
in  its  place. 

*  .  ■       * 

The  paper-miljs  of.  Saardam  are  the  moft 

confiderablc  in  Holland  :  for,  while  Louis  the 

♦  .  ■•  .  ■      '  '      ' 

XlVth  was  making  an  irruption  in  1672,  many 
of  the  moft  ingenious  .  paper-makers  took 
refuge  in  this  town,  carrying  with  them  theijf 
families,  and  the  art  by  which  they  were  fup- 
ported^ 

Induftry  becomes  ftationary,  where  moft  fa- 
voured, and  at  Saardam  the  encouragements 

were 


41 1  C^%A¥^Vp^,  .^^ 

wcr0-fi9P  g«!Jit  tp  permit  1?  Xeepnd  taugr^imJ 

}i»T  fin  hHn^f^  t^Pi»<«#d  rfi^tps.  of  po^ypw*- 
fW-»Mrc-f«»oe»ily-f»b3ri(5»te|iAt  :?ar4*am  j  wi  x 

IHk  proportifln  of  grey  Aad  blw.  ; 

M<  ?here  k'jv^J  tfet  I^eter  the  <5f?9at4  jof  ft-uf* 

IravOiiiigJ    it  it  pienecd^  perhaf)S  H^th  fi^m^ 
haaR,  (that .a  liogile^flKi^ctrpaMEer  CQCu^arvyol* 


ButiSqta^iii  JooDS  yxt  ckAict  uttcaSKiu^  and 
iibivie  traytilers  >iniiy  tiiiiik.:gn^er  lobni 
jBfisibf  idttrkxfily,  in  :a  coumrjr^liciic'thc'Cy^^ 
prqKR  goddtTsis  aiq^  Te|Mtt]ed  to  kccp.-facr  faireft 
cmitr,  dbaft  anjr  I  hav^  yet  mcntioncid.  TJw 
women  of  this  town  are  generally  JiandfanDe-i 
and,  notwithftanding,  on  a  firft  acquaintance, 
there  is  an  air  of  dfftance,  refervc,  and  even 
coldneft,  they  arc  ail,  as  well  as  meft,  replete 
with  an  anxious  defire  to  ireak'th^  ice^  and 
when  broken^  mak^  upitrft  time  by  fuch  a  flpw 
of  g'ueftiohs,  and  with  fuc!i  rapidity,  tliat  ypvj 
nikjft  be  gifted  with  un^dmmon  fpeed  ypurfelf 
not  to  be  overborne  by  the  torrent,  which  hur- 
rm  .^w^y  with  your  ^nfwcrj?  almofl:  before 
they  can  get  Jtbem  put  of  your  mouth.     Jhi^ 

loquacious 


Idquicteus^haradber  is,oindced,^-<Aftra^riftic 
mark  of  a  Dutch  waiBftn;  %n(^  yet  fipne  \i]ff[f, 
refidcntiary  Gleaner  ca;i  difooy^r  it.  ->V.^4t 
fecond,  third,  and  eycn  foucth  yiiit,  daep  SkQt 
bften  fervc  to  thaw  the  i»vfltcrat;e  and  chilHi^p 
air  which  feems  to  bind  up  their  tongue^.  7hfy 
hear  you,  at  length,  with  a,  'fiicedj  doIl-JikciftAi^ 
and  anfwer  you  in  flior t,  exchanging  »  vgioxko^ 
fy liable  for  a  fpeech,  or  mors  frequently ;giving 
only  feme  nods,  of  wfaith  they  are  all  pr<pd|i^ 
gal,  for  half  an  bou?^s  converfation.  ..:But 
"When  you  can  once  make  ithcm  aflirnilate^ 
which  the  habit  of  feeing  you  will  cffe£i,^b^ 
degrees,  a  knot  of  Dutch  Avomen  over  dieit 
ftoves,  equal,  if  they  do  not  Airpa(s^  in  fpoit, 
chrk-chat, » and  pleafantry,  with  due  propor^ 
tions  of  tittle-tattle,  any  female  convcAtitm 
over  their  tea-tables,  and  even  that  which  is 
fuppofed  to  be  appropriate  to  the  tea-taM^, 
and  indeed  a  part  of  its  equipage,  namefyi 
good,  folid  detraftion.  ^ 

The  entrance  of  a  ftranjger,  fwwever,  has  the 
power  of  Hopping  them  in  mid  career.  The 
Vnerrieft  of  the  circle  would  forego  her  jeft  • 
and  even  the  rhoft  malijcious  vrovM  let  her 
neighbour's*  reputation,  when  (he  iiad  juft 
got  if  between  her  teeth,  fall  from  her  lips.     I 

had 
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liad '  an  op{>ortunity  to.  glean  an  inftance  of 
*Kis.    Some  frolicjtfbme  Dutch  girls  darted  in 
a  converfation^  ivhcre,  as  a  domcftic  friend,  I 
was  permitted  to  mingle,  the  charad):er  of  a 
ydung:  woman,  who  was  fufpedted  of  growing 
xnope  foddenly  corpulent,  than  in  the  way  of 
general   en^onnpoinf,  (he  ought  to  do.     The 
whoje  pai;ty  followed  (he  trail,  and  joined  ii| 
;thc  cry  againft  this  poor  abfentce,  who,  by  the 
byc^  was  a  native  pf  this  very  town  of  ^Saar- 
jdam.  .  Never  was.  any  miftrab/e  hare  more 
jiardly  hunted  'than  this  iucHIcfs  girl's  charac-*. 
tfSX'     It  wa$  fairly,  or  rather  unfairly,  worried 
4by  ^^  young  and  the  old.    Ajt  lafl:^,  a  lacjy,  who 
Jbad  b<:en  hitherto  the  leaft  violent  of  the  pack^ 
caught  it  from  her^  next  neighbour,  who  had 
been  giving  kfonie  K<arty  (hakes  herfelf^  andde* 
terct^ned  upofi  t:.ear<ing  it  all  in  tatters,  exclaim- 
ed in  the  moft  vehement  Dutch  J  ever  heard 
uttered: — ^^'tis  <^  tejrible  language  for  anger-r- 
take  it  frona  jne,  ^^die^^  this  girji,  a§  fure  as 
I  am  putting  this  lire  under  my  petticoats^ 
is,  and  always  .was^  a  ^oft  deligning,  for- 
ward, good-for-nothing  hufley ;  and  if  fhe  is 

.not  now  big  wifh  child,  I,  tb?it  am  the  ho^ 

^  •       •  ■  • '  *         . 

•'.  neft  mother  of  two-and-twenty,  am  a  maid — 
^  ye$>  t?ike  it  from  me,  (he  4s  a  yilq  flrujn — •* 


t?-?-§tAim^pet  Ihc  would  have  faid,  but  the 
hulband  :of  one  of  ;the  pirty  leading  in  a 
ftrangcr,  cut  off  the  laft  fyllable,  which  fell  to 
the  ground  with  the  remains  of  the  mangled 
reputation. 

'        *   "  ' 

The  ftranger  remained  tUI  the  party  broke 
up,  but,  whether  from  the  fe verity  of  the  dif- 
appolntment,  or  any  other  caufe,  the  loudeft 
and  the*  mod  voluble  groupe  that  flander  ever 
gathered  together,  became  the  moft  taciturnc 
and  fullen :  infomuch  that  the  ftranger,  whom 
I'met  the  next  day  at  the  coffee-houfe,  afked 
ine,  if  I  had  ever  feen  fuch  an  horrid  filent 
tticeting,  afluring  me,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
he  had  employed  all  his  morning  in  fending  to 
his  friends  in  England  a  true  pidure  of  a 
vifit  to  a  Dutch  family,  where  nothing  was 
either  looked  or  faid  for  feveral  hours,  though 
there  were  near  a  dozen  females  in  company  ! 

I  contented  myfelf  with  obferving,  that  if 
he  remained  in  the  country  long  enough  to  be- 
come domcftic  in  the  family,  he  might  poffibl/ 
coUcift  materials  for  a  letter  of  a  very  different 
caftt  in  the  mean  while,  his  friends  would 
doubtlefs  be  much  entertained. 

"  Long  enough  in  the  country/*  no,  cried  the 
gentleman  1  *'  I  have  had  enough,  and  do  not 

mean 


•^^  Hieaii  Co  repcfar  my^  vifit,  I  thank  you.  I  tdy« 
^  fociety^  and  mutt  hear  a  little  conveifaitiD]«r  as 
**  well  a^  fee  a  good  chal  of  ijeauty,  which, ,  I 
•♦  own,  to  my  great  fiiiprife,  Ldbfcrivcd,  amtdft 
''  the  ftill-Iifc  of  laft  night.  No,  Sifi.  Lhare. 
"  had  enough  of  Dutch  ladies,  and  (hall  go  into 
*•' a  country  where  women  can  ^eaJc,  as  weli  as 
•«  hold  their  tongueis,  is  foon  as  polttblc.** 

.  As  it  would  have  been  impofJible  to.remove 
thcfe  impreffions,  I  let  them  pafs  ;  for  it  would 
have  been  in  vain  to  affure  this  bi^fy  traveller, 
that;  the  fair  Hollanders  he.  had  thus  accuXed  of 
being  dumb,  were  they  to  exert  their  powers^ 
pould  talk  him  deaf;  add  to  whicb,  th6.  tradi^ 
tion  goes^  that  a  Dutch  wife  Is  always  the 
head  of  the  houfe. 

.Their  general  complexion  is  clear  and  fine, 
as  to  a  proper  quantum  of  white  and  red,  but 
the  ^fFe6t  is  loft. by  the  immoveable  fixture,  of 
both.  A  ftranger  to:  the .  fettled  colonrs  .would 
|)ronounce  theiri  attifidal :  the  i?ed  ftym^  on« 
ftrong.  circle  in-  each  check,  and  yieicfeii  no^ 
hot:  for  at. moment^  to  occurrence^  .or  to 
paffions.  In  rage>  in  jcaloufy,  in  loVe,  in 
furprife,  and  even  in  fear,  this  rubied  hue 
'iieifher"  ihCreafts  nor  dimini&es;    the  fame 

"  Inffexibilicj^ 


gWestheif*  cbumeiiances'thc  adr  ofi  w^K^^wddk!. 
pkmied.  Thafcf  fteady  ddoftrings-  an  §c^xc^lf 
retaidvedt  by  age' :  I  h^ver  fecii  Ji  gr^rt?  miaifif 
MTOtnerf  who»  poffdftd  tlidiiv  unmixed^  suid  laii** 
impaited,  f^  theii^  fcyif«telt  year*  The  old: 
wom^n  of  Liege  aref  th€  «ly  psut  of:  the  fex^ 
who  ate,  alrtiofl  withdut  ad  r xception,  of  thc' 
word  coIb»risi,  form?,  ^idfetcures;  in£>»iucli 
that  had  not  mal«  galfisini^ry  kmg  (tnce  fi^t  k^ 
down  armongft  the  invkrfjiMe  et^fucrte*^  ihat 
2  fenrate  c^tnnot  be  uglf ,  I  fhoeiid  ilot^  fcrupbtt 
to  fay,  that  zt  Liege  a  raec  of  women  itiighl^ 
be  found,  who  r'efembled  ratbei"  Vulcaft:  than^ 
Venus,  bbth  in  ih'apc-  and  hue.  Thift  flJrcwgih 
of  alluTion^  however,  l)eing  inhibited,  I  ihaH 
only  obferve,  that  all  ranks  of  Che  fex  arc;  in 
i9te  part  oF  Germany  above-mentioned,  left 
trkely  to  make  a  man  (hoot  himfelf  through 
the  head;  -after  being  (hot  through  the 
heart,  than  ki  any  other  country  I  have  y«t 
vifited.  In  my  firft  tour  through  Flanders,  I 
wifhed,  out  of  the  fpirrt  of  candour  that  ie 
in  itie,  added  to  a  finccrc  love  and  admira* 
lion  of  the  fex,  to  vindicate  the  females  of 
'this  town  from  this  cenfure.  To  which  end 
1  fallied  forrh  oii  knight-errant  principles,  tb 
do  the  damfiris  and  thc  dame*  juffiee,  Thc 
Itiorning  was  fine,  thc  weather  was  warm,  and 

'  the 
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the  fun  had  drawn  every  body  abroad.  HotS*  •  • 
^fliduouflyi  how  gencrouflyj  did  I  follow  every 
petticoat,  and  meet  every  apron,-  to  difcover 
pretty  features  and  a  go()d  complexron :  yca^ 
and  often  difappointed  as  I  w^s^  I  ftiU  che^ 
riihed  the  hope  of  finding,  in  the  next  coftiei* 
or  goer,  .a .face  that  might  ranfom  the  reft.  I 
could^  returning  at  duflc,  only  glean  a  few 
handfome  eyes,  more  to  be  admired,  for  their 
blacknefs  than  the. teeth,  which  feemed  to  vie 
with  them,  as  afferting  the  charms  of  a  finer 
jett.  Of  Liege,!  you  know,  it  has  been  faid> 
that  it  is  the  hell  of  women,  bccaufe  the  poor 
of  that  fex  do  the  ;Work  of  our  coal-heavers. 
^  could  not  help  affigning  another  reafon  for, 
this  appellation,  viz.  becaufe  both  rich  and 
poor  *  of  that   large,  and  ancient  town  were 

•— t fill    up  the  blank,     my    dear  friend ; 

for  it  cannot  be  expeded  I  {hould  fo  little 
refpedt  the  laws  of  fre^det ermine d  politenefs,  as 
to  inlinuate  any  thing  about  ugly  as  the  deuce* 
The  hell  pf  women  it  is  ftill  called,  be  the 
jeafon  what  it  may.:  alfo  the  purgatory  of  men, 
.becaufe  they  arc  almoft  all  governed  by  their 
wives,  their  fappho- faced  partners, — and  the 
paradife  of  monks,  becaufe  of  the  rich  bene- 
fices. The  latter,  however,  is  juft  now  a  little 
out  of  repair,  as  the  ecclefiaftical  fruits  have 

been 

•  *      *  *  ** 

•  This  is  not  peculiar  to  Licgc-^-but  is  alfo  cuilomar/  at 
Leith^  near  Edinburgh* 


,fecen    more   than  .cStie  feizcd^  upon  by  the 
-fpoilen 

The  village  of  Alkmair  is  fo  environed  by 
gardens^  orchards^  canals^  avenues^  and  mea-i 
dows>  that,  if  we  include  the  beautiful  litdc 
wood  in  it6  neighbourhood,  it  may  be  pro* 
nounced  one  of  the  moft  highly  cultivated  and 
blooming  fpots  in  the  world.  Many  Chriftiau 
communities  aifemble  here ;  and  you  are  fheWn 
a  fet  of  buildings  facred  to  age,  known  in' 
HoUand .  under  the  name  of  H$fje^  the  houfes 
of  elderjy  women. 

•  •  -        *  • 

It  is  an  article  of  admittance  into  this  places 
thisu:  the  party  entering  renounces  marriage  for 
the  reft  of  her  life,  whether  ancient  virgin, 
or  widow,  and  to  break  all  fort  of  intercourfe 
\»fith  rpankind.  This  vow  refembles  not  a 
little  that  of  the  monaftery,  but,  then,  it  is  a 
little  cafier  to  be  obfcryed,  fince  it  is  not  im- 
pbfcd  till  age  itfelf  has  made  it  a  matter  of 
no  great  difficulty. 

-      t  "  ■  » 

Fruits  and  flowers,  and  groves,  and  fair  mea- 
dows,  in  Holland !  methinks  I  hear  you  ex- 
claim.  Yes,  truly,  my  dear  friend;  albeit 
thorough-fare  travellers  have  aflured  Us,  *tis 
only  a  colle^ipnof  dykes  and  ditches,  with 
a  few  huge  rows  of  trees,  where  half  tke  plat- 

voi.  lu  H  h  for;n 
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Jbrm  juil  refleOis  the  other^  I  again  and  igzm 
aflert,  that  in  this  fequeftcred  village  of  Alk«- 
maar,  and  in  very  many  other  fweet  nooks  and 

-  corners,  where  travellers  of  the  above  defcrip- 
tioq  disdain  to  go,  there  is  very  beautiful 
fcenery^  and  Worth  a  vifit;  were  there  no  other 

.attracSibn^-Jbecaute  the  ornaments,  the  difpo- 
fitibn  of  the  ground,  thie  ^trangement  of  the 

i  flowers,'  ajid  the  novelty  of  the  walk^>  -  are'cu* 

irious  and  original.  ...;.. 

...  ...  --jjj'I    ^'         ...:.■  :     ■• 

In  the.  next  town,  which  is^  a  confiderable 

fca-port  on  the  banks  of  the  Zuyder  Sea,  (Hoora) 
the  meadow  grounds  are  delicious.  The  pub-* 
iic  walft^  ^rc  extremely  fine,  and'  t6'Viritgate 
'^Ke  prolpWl  of  eight  orten  thoufand-  iriduftri- 
ou^' peojpTe'at  work  in  the  docks  aiid  yeflels, 
yea  ha<r^,  cVofe  underjybur  eye,  tipwirdfs'eff  foiur 
-hundred' gardens,  in  wHlch  a  weed  \frViuldbe 
looked -iipbh 'as 'an  offence  fcarce  lefs' heinous 
than  a'  morfcl  of  dirt  m '  any  part' ot  thqir 
'hoitfcs.' 


i  ^ 


Enkhuizen,  Edam,  and  Monnikcndarp,  bgvc 
tWe  fMe'loTt  of  beauties  in  the  fame  abun- 
dancc*';^  rior  is'Mendenlbi^  or  PurrT\erintf  .up- 

-   -      '-i?      .^.   •"?*■■      "  -11*'  I  •(_  ,?*!(»*'* 

worthy^nbuce.     But  the  beautiful  and  Angular 
village  of  Brbek  will  pqmmand  a  mbrt^ parti- 
cular  (iefcnpt  ion..     Mr.    Peckham   ha;$   with 
•-''•-  ,.     .    1    c  grcaf 

H  's  *-  *"^ 


.grfat  jufticc  caf^edif  9ne  of  thq^.pri^ttiei^  little 
tawos.ipr  tHe  worlcjl,  A  journey  of  ii  tjipyf^iid 
jxiijes  .would  b,e.j;f^^id  witj>.  p|e;ifure,  were 
j[j|\qi;e  no. other  objejjs  tJiaA  fH^h  a;s  aJOSpffible  in 
5I}? ..  yiH^e  of  jBrpek^  The  wfeok  of  it  is  ^a 
.Ciijbi^et pf.  curi.pdtf c^,  901  w hi^ljjij  oxjp  .can.  fcarcc 
ga,i:p^   ..without  .tr^robUn^    li?^  f90ie   injury 

J(JiowId:  be  ^on^^  ^1^^  ,f^^f^j  ^'^?).^P^^,hp^%S?• 
Mjr  pen.  f^e^s  r.npt;  fuflSfiiesfliy  d§licatfr  tjp 
4gfcri|)e  tl^em^.  Jh^q  ift  but[ORg:ftr;$eF.  thjTQPsii 
.j\?f Jiich  carrigge^  ,pf -^ai^y .  Jl^ind  ,W*^  rpftrg^^ii^^  ^ 
pi& ;.  .an,d  .tha,t,  ^s^|ijf  .prqfai^ed^  4s,^gt  thinly 
furnilhed  Wjith.  m^bitantsj  rEyery  part  of 
jpy.ery  houfe,  within  -.#ipd  withoutj  i$:.p2^ipte^ 
jwith. the  moil  cpf^Iy colours.;  f^fXfXjthQJdg^  fer 
ffBir^J^^ly  examined,  the  .  figures:  aqd;  ofnafncntj 
.^y^ul^,  be.  found  to  violate  ^\L  l^^$-,p£  propor- 
;J9n, ,  t^ie  gener^jl  ^ffe(5b  •  i^  r^MIj.  charming, 
^yery  ftreet  Xti>9:  qj^ 'abpVf.e^W^  is,  in 

^v^rjT:  pvt,  cl^pa.^^pnd^JiljWmpf^^^  an4 
little  gardens,  where  perenniaJj,;vj^rdMre  aiv4 
bloom  feems  to  prefide,  (for  not  a  blade  of 
grafs,  nor  a  witb^ed.  Ic^,  .is.fu^i?redi  toreft 
<)p  the  ground  )-,exxend  ijrpnv,|Onp.»ppd  of  th« 
ftrjeet  to.the  oth^r;  eacb  n>pnXpropiQr  bounds 
being  diftinguiftied  by  fe^ifi.Q?  pf  evjjry  fort  and 
kind,  but  all  ornamented  with  a  care  that 
liR|^ljfi§;  oi\^  rathor ;  «ifmicfc  tft  tftiuihi  ihcno.     The 

^*(»fe§;Rre  wo/fid  witH.  tiles'  fa  iglofiy,i  that  in 

H  h  2  the 
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the  fun-lhine  they  glitter  like  fpar.  Tfife 
pavicment  of  the  ftreet  is  inlay- work, 
of  beautifully  fmafl  pebbles  cff  various  forrrfs 
and  colours^  fquared  or  diamonded^  cro^ 
-fed  and  intcrcrcrffed,  if  I  may  fo  e^sprefs 
inyfclf,  agreeable  to  the  tafte  or  fancy  of  tlic 
proprietors.  Shells,  pieces  of  glazed  brickf, 
marbles,  glafs  beads,  &c.  are  called  in*  n 
auxiliaries.  To  tread  upon  them  feems  not 
only  profanation,  but  pefill{  and  indeed  the  in«- 
4iabitants  feem  to  be  of  the  fame  opinion ;  for 
the  greater  part  tread  with  a  moft  drftreflJng 
Tcaution,  and  look  critically  at  the  flioes  of 
every  paffenger.  In  fhort,  were  not  the  age 
of  enchantment  paft,  even  from  the  fairy  land 
of  fiAion,  andcould  one  reduce  the  folid  limbs 
•and  unwiddy  forms  of  the  owners  of  this 
wonder- working-  village,  a  traveller  coming 
into  it,  from  the  city  of  Amfterdam,  might  fancy 
himfelf  tranfported  by  fbme  magician  into  a 
region  of  fiiiritsf; 

-*  As  the  faft  is,  it  feemff,  on  a  dcrmparifon  of 
the /)/^r^  with  the  people;  that  the  natives  of 
Brobdigns^  have  here  eftablifhed  themfelves 
in  a  town,  of  Lilliput. 


I  ■ 


:;  Broekis:divided  and  fubdivided  by  number^ 
Icfs  little  muiets. that  fcrpentine  by  the  fides 
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ihc  hdufes ;  the  paintings  and  ornatnehts  on 
the  outfidc  of  ivery  houfe  look  fo  vi viji,  as  to 
the  colours,  as  to  fecm  but  juft  finished ;  yet 
they  have,  moft  of  theni,  ftood  the  tyranny  of 
wind  and  weather  three  or  four  years.  ^  Ik 
fuch  pretty  baby-houfes  for  grown,  and,  I  atjfk 
fiirei  I  may  iky  Jull  grown  ladies  and  gentfe- 
inen,  there  reigns 'rtiore  fimplicity  than  you 
would  fuppdfe.  I  fpeak  of  the  interior  of  theft 
little  paradi&s,-  where^'  by  the  bye,  it  is  hot 
very  eafy  for  a  traveller  to  gain  admittance. 
The  North  Holland's  arc  cxceffively  fhy  at 
firft  iight^— at  Broek  more-  particularly — and 

'*  of  fomewhat  a  jealous  complexion  ;**  for  if 

...  ^ 

a  ftranger  or  a  wild  airi  aiid  rude  manner,  ap- 
pears amdngft  them,  they  return  his  behaviqur 
in  kihdt  by  (hutting  their  dooi-s  in  his  faCej 
and  as  a  farther  proof  of  diflike  or  fear,  order 
their  wiv^s  and  daughters  into  the  moft  retired 
apaiftments,  where  they  remain jf^riftners,  till 
they  have  aflUrance  of  the  inttnd€t-  hiving  left 
the  place.  It  is,  however^  only  impertinent (m^ 
tiofity,  or  that  air  df  ^rudfr  cdj^mahd,  which 
too  often  accompanies  kt  ftrangei*  Vvho-  refufes 
tornkkedlowaAces;  that  is  thus  difappolm^d^ 
While  I  was  drinking  coffee  with ' 'a: family  ^C 
Broek,  two  ftrangers  paired.the.wiijdiywin'^ 

diforderly  manner,  peeped  into  the  room,  and 
were  rufhing  forward  without  any  otfcer  notice. 

H  h  3  Two 


^ 
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Two  v^ify  prqtty  daughters,  and  their,  inother, 
were  pjit.tp .Slight  .inft'^jit^y^/anjl  the.  inaft.er  of 
the  houfe:ran  ^o;ftft,en  hi^.,(5pqr,  after,  which  he 
ican^e.  and  took  my  ..hwd>,,Qb^ervii>g  that 
^hhough  he  did  not  keep  an  inn,  for  every  faucy 
pr  lazyrfeliovy  jto  cpmcs  ain^  dp  what  he.  thought 
pr(fptr,  :hc.knew  wh^^^as  (}ue  tp  a  <}uiet.jLQd 
weU-difpofcd  gucft>^  i^yAPg- • » M^bich,  l\c  took 
thq,o|)pG|rti*nity  of  t^  l^ji^s  :abfoiipe.^tQ.,walk 
over  the  aparjCmj^i^ts^ftll^Qf iJ^.hich;  s^d  particu. 
larly  that  which-  held-  ;hi#^;*}?!cft  t>fid,  werej^-.he 
ftflTured  0!ie,  entirely  at;  my;ffir\i€ei  C^loftg^  f 
thought  prppler  to  make  ufe.  rfi t hem.: . ;  .  -;    » :- ' 


■*     -  •  -  ■  1  • , 1  . 


J:       'i      .    i«  >  •'.    »•  ii»  /I       it 


.  In  ;BrppJf»  *h«aiet.k  a  great  .4eal .  of  .ftiisaale 
agrceablcnef^i  ,?;naong{^..;the  people; .-of. .higher 
ranks ;  but.thq.  :peafa^i:.;^rU  u^W:;  i«i^al»it..the 
envjronfijj^arejo/  a  Ojrijplqxioftj  ft)  itaWc^e,,  M 
thq  whif^ju}d;:r$d...ft)  fwi^^ly  diffufedi^ancii  Jn 

fuch  jufti,fii<ji^oin;ipn%ii  tliatjij  i$  wor Ar aay  pier- 
f^rfs^whjlle;  t-pidepwit  {Wirifel£  peaceably, ',were  it 
sniy  for.\t;he  &ke  of  gttt^ingr  *  ,flght  of  them ; 
^l^icl>  certftii^  .vtoMWtJ)ot:,.be  doije  by:  an 
hurryvjCcMrry  tii»vdl^r,j  wcccr-hc  to:  xcmim  in 

thQ.tPwn,vff>x:a  twelve^mpnth.     Tlie.DutQh 

.J  * 

>«pm6Br.jfclQk)B{i'ftir:ahroa^  alnd  fcarce  evcritb 

tftke  a;-'wfcH5'«sittisjcalkd.''/  .-/  '"^  ,:1.':\' 

bn:.  jnooi  3rf3  c'li  b^qrx:  ,v»'i'i. '•?  \-.-  .'  . 
.cjijou  rj4?o  xfic  rjorbiv/  L:::y/id^  -••ifffeckhan^ 
o^V  I  A  ci 
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•Pecfefeim  telts  u5'  bf  a  fmgular  cuftom  re- 
tained in  North  HoUtitid,  of  haviflg-a  door  in' 
every  houfe,  which  is  never  opened^  but  when 
a  corpfe  is  carried  out :  he  fhould  >have  added 
the  information  of  this  duor's.  beiiig.opened 
only  OTi  two  dccafions— ^the  nmrriAge.jotAc^th 
of  fome  one  of  the  family.  There  is  fomethiug 
very  foiemn  in  the  cuftom,  and  may  conduce, 
perhaps,  to  fome  domeftic  morality.  It  is  the 
great  door  in  the  centre  of  the' houfe.  A 
fmaller  one,  on  the  left  hand  fide,  is  that  which 
ferves  for  ordinary  purpofes* 


♦  •     x 


The  inhabitants  of  Broek  are  Ct^Tefly  perfowi 
who  have  retired  from  bufihefsV  or  who  aVife 
connedred  with  fome  comniercial  hoiifes  ifi 
Amfterdam.  They  are  extremely  rich  ;  and  it 
is  here  that  the  pradlice  ftiil  prevails  amoi^gft 
the  wealthy  peafahtry  of  difpofing  ot  their 
children  in  marriage  by  weight  of  rhetal.  .  A 
countryman  dreffed  in  a  coarfe  blue  doublet  is 
the  father  of  a  young  man,  who  is  to  be*  fold  in 
wedlock:  he  meets  the  buyer,  another  country- 
man, who  is  the  parent  qf  the  girl,  that  is  to 
be  bought.  While  the  parties  thus  to  be 
difpofed  of,  are  trying  to  become  agreeable  to 
one  another,  or,  at  lpaft,,to  accommodate,  the 
old  folks  are  niakiflg.  the  bargain  for  them,  over 
a  pipe  of  tobapcff^  .;;,-  ..  .  _ 
i.:'  •  Hh4  Will 


47*  atEANiKos,  6fr. 

Will  you  give  your  fon  to  my  daughter 
ivich  fo  many  barrels  of  gold  ? 

I  cannot. 

She  cannot  be  afforded  for  lefa. 

Well,  I  will  give  it. 

Then  take  her. — I  will  cart  the  cafh  tcKi 
morrow. 

Done.    A  match^ 

The  bufinefs  is  done^  and  they  arc  as  happy^ 
at  leaft,  as  money  can  make  them. 

The  painful  neatnefs  of  the  houfes  within, 
imd  the  ftrects  ^ithout^  have  been  productive 
of  the  foUowing  anecdote.  The  ancient  Vicar 
of  Broek  being  dead^  and  much  lamented^  hi$ 
fuccelTor  tried  every  method  that  a  worthy 
prieft  could  think  of,  to  repair  the  Jofs,  not 
only  as  to  his  paftoral  duty,  but  as  to  fociety. 
^*  I  would  fain  gain  your  good  will  and  con-, 
ciliate  ypur  efteem,  my  dear  parifliioners/*  fai4 
Jie,  «*  How  is  it  I  fail?'* 

The  want  of  confidence  in  the  .inhabitants, 
liiade  the  new  Vicar  unhappy:  and  yet  for 
many  months,  he  could  get  no  one  to  afflgn  a 
xeafon  for  it.  At  length,  an  old  man,  one  of 
his  congregation,  after  fome  hefitation,  fpoke 
^s  follows :  **  I  will  tell  you,  Mr.  Vicar.  You 
^rc  a  fine  fcholar :  ypu  talk  Greek  and  Latin : 

yonr 


ybuf  difcdiirfes  are  very  learned ;  but  •  you 
mount  the  reading  delk  and  pulpit  in  your 
fhoes,  after  having  walked  through  the  ftreet. 
Your  predfeceflbr  always  put  on  a  pair  of  flip- 
pers, which  are  ftill  left  for  your  ufe  in  the 
confiftory.  You  know,  now,  the  caufe  of  the 
Ihynefs  and  difaffecSion  of  the  parifh :  and  you 
know,  alfo,  the  way  to  remove  it.'* 

The  Vicar  took  the  hint,  and  ever  after 
adopting  the  flippers,  very  fbon  became  as  great 
a  favourite  as  the  good  man  he  fucceeded. 

Peckham  has  noticed  very  cxadly,  the 
curiofity  of  the  head-drefs  of  the  women  of 
North  Holland.  A  little  hair  cut  very  fliott 
and  thiPi  which  is  combed  down  on  the  fore« 
head,  and  powdered.  The  cap  fticks  clofe  tQ 
their  ears,  and  under  it  are  two  pieces  pf  filver 
or  gold,  which  appear  at  each  temple,  and  z, 
broad  piece  is  ynder  the  cap  on  the  back  par; 
of  the  head. 

Of  the  0iWrmil]>  his  defcription  is  the  moft 

accurate  that  can  be  given.     Forty  boards  can 

be  fawed  fit  the  fame  timCt     Th^  flies  of  the 

mill  are  fixed  to  a  large  beam,  which  turnis 

pn  an  axis ;  in  the  centre  of  the  beam,  is  the 

grand  whe^l,  ii^luch  put*  in  motion  another 

'  immediately 
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immediately  below  it ;  this  is  likewife  fixed  on 
the  middle  of  a  piece^of  timbpr^  which  hangi 
on  an,  axis ;  and  to  syhich  four  perpendicular 
fa ws^  ten  in  each  cpmpartrnentj^iare  fattened; 
which,  as  the  wheel  goes  round,  are  elevated, 
and  again  thrufl:  down.  At  the  end  of  this 
beam  are  too  iron,  hooks,  which  catch  a  wheeL 
and  each  time  the  faw  goes.  up.  and;  down,  it 
moves  this  wheel  one  cog,  that  wheel  moves 
another,  which  catqhes  into  j^^  piece  .of  ii[on, 
and  d^-aws  it  towards  itfelf.  At  the  end  x)f 
this  iron  is  a  crofs  bar, , which-  prefles  againft 
the  end  of  the  tree,  while  the  other  end  is  faw- 
ing,  and  pyfhes  it  on^to  the  tejcth  pf  the  faw, 
-with  a  motion  proportionate  to.  .the  difpatch 
of  the  faws,  .     l- 


••.'>! 


*  When  you  corrfpafe,  my 'frierid,  thciffeca:  of 
all  riirs  with  the'tedious  pfocefs  of  out''  corfi- 
fnon  Englilh  faw-plt,  you  "^ill  wiih  with  me; 
that*  fuch  of  out  'timber  riieithatits  as  arc 
ignorant  of  it,""wbtird^tak^  T:hle  hint,'  andc'on^ 
dcfcend  to  be  inftruded.  '' 

'  The  oil  and  tobacco-mills  are  iqiteilly  cUrious, 
but  as  their  cbhftniftion  is  iriofe  ■  generally 
fcnbWn,  I  Ihall  not  take  -up-yotir  tStne  in 
defcribing  them.     •  •   -- '  ■     - 

Upon  the  whole  the  village  of  Broek,  U  6t^ 
of  , the.  ^fpateft    curiofities    of  the    LTriit^ 

Provinces ; 


Previncc;^;;  a^ad,  imdccd^NoTth^HolIand,  gene- 
rally^ will  be.  fosund  to.  jaiftify,..  even  more  than 
has  been  laid  in  its  favour.  *    . 

•  •  •  •  •      i    - 

The  village. of  Medemblic,  which  I  have 
not  yet  mentioned^  a^nd.. which,  b^forje  jth? 
building  of  Jpncheufon  and.  Hoorn^  was  tKe 
capital  of  North-Holland,  is  ftill  remarkable 
for^fs  immenfe'Daftis^,  which  have'reiSfted  tkt 
violence  of  the  tUfrbuleWZu'derS^a;  fd  many 
centuricigf.''^' The  water  is  here  much  higher 
than  the  land;-^  fffid  in  trimpeftuousi  Mjeather 
threatens  to  overflow  the  banks,  enormous  as 
thefy  are;  6y  wliJch  the  couhtiy  wofuld'  be-in- 
ibintly  ddug^i.  •  Tc(i|)rfeVdht- this  "dreadful, 
cvdnt,  the''ihHdbiiants  cdvdr  th6  banks  with 
many  fdld'sW&il-clbth,  wfech-fimpleasit  ap-i 
^e^rs,  dWwkii  ^efliiy-bf'ttie  Wavci  intte^ 
violenf''carc*K  A -liiillioft  of  hamto  beings 
triift  thdriivfes  to  this  tfecm'ingly  flight: invent 
tion.  The  above  adtenta^rpUb  little  toWnlooks^ 
as  you  apf>r©adi  itj  <toibd  j'uft' rifing  oUt  -of  the 
ocean:  the  fdvage  roaring  of  the  wkvcs  vainly 
menace  it  eveiy  ifnoinent.  i>  When  they  -  fwell 
befide  th^  bahks,  mouirfiirt  high,  -  ladies  are  to 
be  feen  wllkihg  and  children  at  play :  while  the 
boldeRflrahgfei*  wduld^  tremble  for  their  fafety 
2lnd  hiVoWm  "So  tecionciling  is  the  power  of 
Qirftorti.'   'Mlih^ty^^  in  .your 

•    '  own 
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own  country  of  fublimc  pier- heads,  moles,  &c. 
though  they  ngay  furpaft  in  itiajefty,  feH 
infinitely  (hort  of  the  Dam  of  Medemblic;  in 
point  of  the  terrible,  and  the  induftrious.  I 
have  looked  down  from- the  heights  of  Shak- 
ipcare's  cliff,  anxi  from  thofc 

««  Where  hogp  PlinUmmon  lifts  his  awful  hc^d/* ' 

but  the  fenfation  was  in  neither  inftance  fo  full 
of  tremendous  imagery,.  ^  And  the  contraft, 
froni  the  fmiling  and  peaceful  netircmwtSf  of 
Broek,  made  it  more  impreffivc^ 

r-  The  character  of  the  North  Hollander,  is  that 
qf  phlegm  and  even  apathy:  He  is  certainly 
rhore  faturnine  than,  his  countrymen  farther 
fouth.  Slow  in  decifion,  perfevering  in  opinion, 
but  unfhaken,  as  the  bank&  of  Medemblic,  in, a 
refolvc  when   take^^     They    arc   alfo  more 
mufcular  in  their  forms,  and  of  a  fu^perior  iize, 
but  neither  clumfily  put  together,   nor  coarfq 
in  their  feature.   The  beauty  of  the  women  as  to 
their  grand  articles  of  red  and  white  of  nature's 
own  putting  on  (though  ihc  mixes  them  better 
in  fome  countries)  I  have  already  fpoken.     I 
have,  therefore,  only  to^acjd,  a  grace  which  has 
been  in  and  out  of  faftjipn,  many  times  on 
your  fide  of  the  water;  I   mean  a  very;  hjgb 
forehead.   Thei^fprjh  jHpJland  ,L?.di.es  cqnfidcr 

thi^ 


thiiJ  a&  (b  indifpenfible^  that  they  prefS  down, 
and  even  eradicate  the  hair,  bind  it  with  rib- 
bons and  fillets,  and  ufe  every  other  art  to 
expand  the  brovv3.  A  low  forehead^  and  an 
abundancei  of  hair,  near  the  teniples  is^  of  courfe, 
deemed  a  grand  perfonal  defeiS,  The  females 
of  North  Holland,  have' affo  a  beauty,  whicl^ 
the  other  Provincfes  rarely  fhew  us;  that  of 
good  teeth,,  which  is,  in  any  of  the  great  ;K>wn$, 
a  rarity  in  either  fex,  and  feemi^gly  oi^  buf 
little  defired. 

Their  complexion  is  almoft  invariably  fair. 
A  Dutch  Brunette,  is  fcarce  .to  be  fcQn,  and 
when  feen,  not  either  envied  by  one  fex,  or 
admired  by  the  other.  They  partake,  however, 
in  a  very  high  degree,  the  defe<fls  as  well  as 
:  beauty  of  th^t.  fine  colouring— extreme  in-» 
ciolcncc.  ,,,. 

#  •  •  •  r*  '      ' 

We  are  told  that  lovers  are  more  conftant, 
hufbands  more  obfequious  in  North  Holland, 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  Republic,  which 

even  in  general  ha^  the  reput|ition  of  being 
under  the  government  of  the  petticoat.  This 
muft  be  underftood  to  extend  only  to  houfe- 
hold  affairs :  In  matters  of  public  conci^f n,  the 
North  Hollander  is  the  mdtt*  independent 
aflcrter  of  his  rights,  and  the  Atnor  Patriae' 'ir 
3  here 
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h^c  more  vitally  fipltj:  apd;  faas.-bgpa.  more 
.ftrenuoufly  maintainedi  than.ia.ftiixpthv  parts 
.of  the  Prov^nj:p»t .J  -;  . :  ^  *'  •  r^    Dr! :.    5 


' ;  Enough,  has  how  been  faid  to  induce  every 
Tcader  of  thefe  our  Gleanings,'  ^6  make  the  tour 
of  this    very  '^iiiigul^r   and   liqayti^ul    little 


Trovincc. 


-     I   •!   ,    »     I     '   » 


i<» 


A^dieu,  rtiy  loved  frifend.     Hcre'aiid  cvcrjr 
*wHei»e  may  bleflings  attend  yoti:      '  ' 


I     «  .  *• 


»      .        4 


•         '  L  ET  T  E  R    til 

•.    .  .  J       •  •  •  ■  •  ...  I 

—  TO.   Tfjit    SAMEi.    ,.i.-    ;.:    .     ■  '   • 

You  tth  itie  I  have  too  long  negledcdl 
the  Mufc ;  accept  thfeh  a  poetical  Gleaning  iji 
the  form  of  a  Sonnet,  which  breathes  a  iadnefs 
that  will  reach  your  affedions..  It  .is  the  effuiion 

otf  a  melanchofy  moment^j  and  entirely  confute* 
tjie  ^flertiorf  of  the  ingenious  baf|3,  who  faid  . 

,*:*  W^*t  mourner  pycr  feU  poetic  fi^esjf. 

'"*  •*  Slow  comes  tncverfe  that  real  grief  mfpires:"  . 

fqr  it  was  written -as.  fall  as  the  peix  co;uld  ir^ovc 
alpng.the  paper,?  gjad  when  the  wriler's  heart; 
ly^s^vyryjog  wi^l\^  Jenfation^  of  jgfjej^fcin  for^QW 
tjhfatx  «ithQr  ,ve};fc  or  profc  could  i^^/pfibp-  ; 


. . . .  • 


til 


'  SONNET. 

■■■■'■■  'I.     ■'■'• 

WHEl^cvcry  charm  of  life  is  fled. 

And  eve¥7  thought  is  fiU'd  with  care ; 
When  peicc,  and  hope,,  and. hc^^,^M«d«id>  ,  v 

And  nothing  liy«s  bat  4ireg(kipair.r 

"i      ;  '.>  '  ' '.  •  ■  '  ■■    *     . 

When  fleep,  the  wretch's  laft  relief, 

Tho'  potent  "drugs  invite  his  power ; 

Denics-tee  little  paufc  to  grfc^  • 

The  balmy  refpiicof  an  hour: 

^   .:.    - . .  in.       '  .      '  ■■■'  '-'■ 

Ah!  what  canPiTT's  ielf  dcvife, 

(From  farther  ills  the  wretch  to  favej. 
But  with  his  death ;  with  tender  fighs. 

And  diop  ^  tear  upon  his  grave  I    ' 

Grief,  is  not  more  various,  nay  friend-. in  its 
caufesVtKafi  in  its  effcds  upon,  the  minds,  of 
different  fufferers.  There  axe  many  w|io  en- 
dure  in  a'ulence,  at  once  dr,eadful  and  pro- 
found,*  tlie  j?ry?  ftages  of  their  diftrefs,  and 
burft  f6hfi'  into  the  ibUdeft' paroxyfmV  in  the 
Jecond.  And  there  are  others,  who  hegin  with 
violence  and  clamour,  whichi  fo  far  from  not 
remaining  in  force,  dccrcafes  only  in  found, 

but  fettles  afterwards  into  a  tremendou&  calm. 

'.    ,1./  j.^'     »-  ,''.^ 

which  remains  fixed,  for  the  reft  of  life^  in  the 
n^elanchplx;  anguifli  of  untpeakable  ^cfpair. 
This,  I.kiiow^.  inycrts.  tl\e  popular  idra^jliiaj: 
the    deepnefs  of  grief,    like   that  of  waters, 

"  makes 
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•*  makes  the  lead  noife>*'  but  there  is  no  afcei*^ 
taining  by  a  ftandard  the  diverfificd  efFeds  of 
agony  or  joy*  Every  l^uman  being  muft  feel  in 
his  own  way ;  and,  perhaps,  no  two  ever  yet 
felt  exaftly  alike,  even  the  fame  pain  or  plea- 
fure;  becaufe  temper,  conftitution,  age,  fex, 
or  circumftance,  with  miriads  of  combina- 
tions, will  make  an  alteration,  fomc  where 
or  other,  in  theoccafion,  or  in  the  fufFercn 

*  ■ «  ^ 

I  have  gleaned  the  heart  of  man  in  many 
countries,  my  friend,  and  though  every  where, 
it  is  true, 

•  m 

-*    I  -  •  -'  ' 

•*  The  ficih  will  quiver  where  the  pincers  tear, 
•*  And  fighs  and  tears  by  nature  grow  on  pain;'* 

as  w^lt  ^s  that  happinefs  has  its  general  cha« 
radjerifficks,  I  do  not  remember  ever,  yet,  to 
)iave  found  the  efFeds  of  either— no,  not  even 
when  the  caufes  have  been  precifely  the  fame — 
cxaftly,  or  even,  nearly,  fimilar,  as  to  the  man- 
ner of  receiving  them,  at  firft,  or  bearing 
jhcm  afterwards,  in  any^two  human  creatures. 

For  my  own  part,  I  have  been  a  thoufand 
times  fatisfied,  that  our  minds  are  yet  more 
dillind  and  appropriate  than  our  perfons,  and 
that  no  man  ever  refernbled  his  neighbour  fo 
much  in  the  former  as  the  lattCTt    Something 

renders 


r<T>4ers  eaqk.bdqg  origii\al;.  and  .though  wc 
V^  all  pf  piic  fpedes^  >\(ere  thetdiiBmilarities  of 
^fib  iJ¥3IV.idUttljCQ  be  laid  opeiij  rijt  a  candid 
h;f^ry  rfjf  .His  p^C-ulUr  fenfationsi  they  would 
l>p,,pcrl[i?psinw]90tter,Ous  enough  for  every  mortat 
to  exc^irn~*^  Akhough  I  ahi  of  the  fame  kind^ 
"  and  r5fciT\ble  ypu^.  neighbour,  in  fbnacthingg, 
**  I  differ  from  you  foeffentially  in  lothers,  that 
'  I  f m  my/elf  alpne* :  jnor  do  I.dcriy  that  youj 
*^  may  lay  claim  to  like  original  traits." 

...  .  /  :  .  , 

...  ■  ■   . 

I  believe,  with  xefpedl  to  thq  ordinary  effeds 
of  pleafur.e  and  pain,  (I  an^  fpeaking  of  neith^i: 
in  their  extremes)* it  is  common  for  thefirftto 
render  men  voluble,  apd  the  latter  filent.  I 
confine  myfelf  to  mental,  not  bodily  pain.  Thci 
reverfe  happens  to  myfelf.  In  pjeafure,  efpe- 
cially  ifit.be  fudden,  I  hardly  know  what  to  do 
with  my felf^aJetter  which  4cfcribes  the  health 
or  wealth  of  an  abfent  friend>  the  conciliation 
of  an  en^cpy,  or  of  any  thing  //^conciliation 
pf  thcv  latter,  the  view  of  a  happy  countenance, 
the  found  of  a  happy  voice,  the  fmiling  face 
of  general  nature  in  the  fpring,  diffufing 
general  felicity,  on  animal  a$  well  as  human 
life>  the  fight,  or  even  the  relation  of  a  generous 
adion,  the  foft  remembrance  of  kindnefs  re- 
ceived in  years  long  paft,  the  recolledlion  even 
of  places  where  I  have  feen,  or  converfed  with. 

Vol.  JI.  I  i  thofe 
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thofe  whom,  though,  perhaps;- lixiiY '  conv ttC& 
with,  ^nd  fee  ho  more,  perhaps,  I  may  : — all 
thefe,  and  ten  thoufandtimes ten thbufand other 
things-,  work  j:hertrielves  fo  ftrbngly  into   the 
frame  of  my  heart  and  foul,  that  I  am  for  a 
gonfiderabic  time  blelTed  beyond  talkirig^  and  ani 
^s  rcftlefs   and  .filent,  as   if  I   Was  fpeechkfs 
fboin  diftrefs.     As  the  pleafurable  idea  takes 
poffeflxon  of  me,  I  am  driven  about  in  a  manner 
and  with  a  rapidity,  that  a  fpedlator,  ignorant 
of  my  habits,  would  fet  me  down  as  an  unhappy 
fellow,  vainly  '  trying  to  run  away   frbm   his 
mifery;     I  cannot  fit  in  my  chair,  ilor  keep  out 
of  it.  I  eVen  turn  from  the  objcdl  fif  it  be  near} 
from  which  I  derive  my  felicity.     But  I  tura 
away  frequently  with  a  heart   fo  full  of  tender 
gratitude  that,  even  when  the  objedl  1%  ina- 
nimate, (a  fine  expanfe  of  water  or  of  wood,  or 
^  fmall  rivulet,,  or  a  little  path  way,  near,  or 
along  which  I  have  wandered,   01'  to  which  I 
6Ave  an  agreeable  image,  for  my  mufe,  or  for 
my  friend)   thofe  tears  which  come  from  th« 
fpring.of  plcafuregufti  to  my  eyes.     It  is  cer-- 
tainly   great  happinefs,  but  I  can  neither  tell, 
nor,'  at  the  moment,  write  about  it. 


■>•• 


•'  Mine  is  the  barveft  dancing  in  the  gale,  i 

•^  Wliatevcr  crowns  the  hill,  or  fmilee  along  the  vale.f 


Yet 


Yet  till  the  firft  impreffions  are  fomewhat 
fubfided,  I  could  not  put  into  the  fheaf  of  our 
correlpondence  a  fingle  wheat-ear. 

How  different  is  the  influence  of  pleafure  on 
many  whom  I  ha-ve  had  the  delight  to  fee  happy. 
How  has  th^ir  felicity  poured  itfelf  forth  in  ex- 
preflion.  How  has  it  made  thofe  ipeak,  whq, 
in  lefs  fortunate  hours,  were  fo  profoundly 
lilent,  that 

"  they  quite  deteftcd  talk.'* 

'  '  '    ■       -  '  .  - 

In  grief  alone  it  is,  that  I  am  loquacious  and 
yet  tranquil.  I  remain  for  fpmc.  hours  fixed,  as 
if  ftatue-ftruck,  to  the  fpot,  where  the  misfor- 
tune fell  upon  me  ^  but,  if  a  friend  appears^ 
on  that  fofteft  pillow  for  an  aching  heart,  I  lean 
for  comfort,  and  explain  my  feelings  without 
referve.  If  no  refource  of  this  kind  is  at  hand^ 
I  can,  even  while  the  anguifh  is  upon  my  mind^ 
force  it,  or,  rather  Ihall  I  fay,  indulge  it,  the 
only  mode  of  communication  which  abfenccf 
allows. 

♦*  Hcav'n  firft  taught  letters  for  fome  wretch's  aid," 

Or  I  derive  confolement  from  the  mufe,  and 
have  proved,  in  a  thoufand  inftanccs,  that 
"  flQwing  numbers**  are  very  fuitable  **  with  a 
bleeding  heart."  If  I  have  ever  had  the  power 
of  interefting  the  affedions  of  my  reader,  in 
defcribing  any  imagined  forrow,  it  has  always 

I  i  2  been 
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..  been  when  I  felt  the  pundhirc  of  fome  a&ustl 
.diftrefs.  And  if  I  have  at  any  time  had  the 
happinefs  to  fatisfy  others,  by  any  ftrain  or 
(lory,  which  painted  fancied,  or  real,  felicity,  it 
has  been  the  produftion  of  fubfequeAt  memory 
rather  than  of  immediate  fenfation*  I  am 
made  happy  :  the  inftant  efFed  does  what  it  will 
'with  me,  and  for  fome  hours  it  keeps  me  in 
perpetual  motion.  I  think  and  feel  volumes ; 
but  I  could  no  more  ufe  a  pen  than  the  gander, 
or  goofe,  on  whofe  wing  it  once  grew.  As  the 
matter  fettles  a  little,  I  am  equal  to  converfe, 
or  correfpondence  :  the  fitnefs  for  which  I  firft 
gather  from  perceiving  within  me  the  power  of 
talking  to  myfelf.  With  the  return  of  my  fo- 
liloquies,  returns  alfo  my  colloquial  abilities ; 
and,  after  a  few  difcoverics  tap  tw^ffctf,  or  think- 
ings aloud,  I  open  upon  every  perfon  I  meet, 
chat  with  every  cottager,  enter  almoft  every 
hut ;  and,  though  I  am  not  fo  violently  happy 
as  I  was,  am,  perhaps,  more  comfortable:  to 
others  I  certainly  am ;  for  during  my  whirligigs 
outrageous  ftate,  a  cottager  would  be  frightened 
at  me,  and  a  hut  fcarce  hold  me.  Tcs,  *my 
friend,  it  is  then  that  I  muft 

*'  Have  ample  room  and  verge  enough.** 

But  what  am  I  about  ?  Much  of  this  you 

know,  and  have  humoured  me  both  when  the 

fit  has  been  on  and  off.    Into  what  length  of 

felfifh 
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felfifli"  delineation  has  the  introdux5lion  of  a 
little  melancholy  fong  betrayed  me  ?  Yet  may 
it  not  have  thrown  fome  general  light  on  fome 
commonly  received  opinions  ?  and,  were  it  only 
a  particular  portrait  of  my  own  way  of  feel- 
ings furely  I  may  be  indulged  in  a  few  page.<5, 
facred  to  a  friend,  who  will  pardon  my  dgotifm, 
and  fmile  on  my  peculiarities. 

Poflibly  they  are  not  the  peculiarities  of  any 
other  man,  and  therefore  can  exped  to  find 
favour  only  in  the  eyes  of  a  friend  ;  unlefs 
every  other  man  would  remember,  that  they 
too  have  peculiarities  of  fome  fort,  and,  perhaps, 
not  many  fo  pleafant  to  themfelves,  or  (6 
harmlefs  to  other  people,  as  the  Gleaner's. 

It  is  thus,  that  the  joyful  tidings  which 
open  the  lips,  and  put  in  motion  the  pens  of 
others,  clofc  and  lay  afide  mine.  I  talk  and 
write,  not  when  I  am  lefs  happy,  but,  when  I 
am  in  the  bed  condition  to  relate :  in  other 
words,  when  I  can  fit  flijl.  Not  a  thought,  not 
an  image,  however,  is  impaired.  -  It  i«  even 
more  vivid,  and  a(ks  the  brighteft  colour  of 
language,  as  well  as  the  fpeed  with  which  the 
words  that  compofe  fuch  languaige,  demand. 
This  letter,  dedicated  folely  to  her,  who  could 
alone  read  it,  marked  as  it  is  with  the  hurry 

I  i  3  that 
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thit  illuftrates  what  t  have  juft  obfcrved,  Ihall 
clofc  with  a  truth  that  can  never  change,  viz. 
that  in  every  ftate  of  my  mind  and  its  feelings ; 
whether  I  am  ftruck  dumb  with  happinefs, 
or  impelled  to  loquacity,  by  forrow,  I  am, 
with  equal  afFcdion  and  fidelity,  it's  deareft 
attributes,  your's. 


LETTER    HI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Amfterdaou 

From  North  Holland  you  return  to 
this  city  in  one  of  the  public  barges.  It  is  a 
paffagc  of  a  few  hours,  at  the  end  of  which  you 
revifit  thofe  fcenes  of  buftling  aftivity,  which 
arc  in  fuch  wonderful  contraft  to  thofe  images 
of  general  repofe,  that  it  feems  almoft  as  if 
the  great  feri:yman  of  the  Heathens  had  taken 
you  back  jn  hi^  boat  from  Elyfium  to  this 
nether  world.  I  allude  only  to  the  more  tran- 
quil parts  of  North  Holland ;  fuch,  for  ia- 
ftance,  as  Broek. 

In  and  about  that  lovely  village  I  have  for-, 
got  the  refidue  of  the  cold  weather  weeks,  and 
their  bluflering  attendants,    and  awaited  the 

arrival 


•If 


arrival  of  the  fpringy  whofa  harbingers  hayi 
long  firicc  rtfcompenfed  the  fond^efs  ftf -^peCr 
tation.  I  have  al^noft  a  tnonth.bre^thed  amoi>g(^ 
all'thac  Apri^basiA'this  conatrj^tq-offer^  from 
the  opened  Yldfet  to  the  .unfolded  rofebo^i 
the  tendereflbigreeri. covers:  the  ifc^hole  village, 
,which  appears  ralmoft  to  vegetate  and  blofljcjRi^ 
I  laid  to  ityeflrerday,  adieui  and  ycftfcrday  yfW 
one  of  April's  ^moft  .deliglvcfuirofFerrng$  ;        ;  j 

■   ^^  Forth  flew,  the  tepid  affs;  and'ii«cdnfin*d, .  •   • 

•«  Unbindlhg  caJth,  the  moving  foftncfs  ftray 'd***    . . 

.-     '      ■  '  *  ■    " 

There  ha'd  been' four-and-twenty  hours  of 
unufual  wai'riith,  and  at  length  one  of  thofe 
ihowers  fell  on  the    earth/ ^which   feem    to 
fprinkle  over*  it  the  balms 'of  V heaven.     One 
might  almofl:,'- without  a  ifigure,  fay 

"  Celeflial  odours  breath'd  around." 


Oh  regaining  this'  capital,  I  could  not  help 
exclaiming,  in  the  vigorous  language  of  "a  mo- 
dern poet,  wbp.fcems  to  have  had  the  trued 

relifh  of  nature, 

'  ■  ■      ■     ,  '.•  '  .  . 

"  God  made  the  country,  and  man  made  the  town!'* 

The  genial  fhower  above-mentioned,  that 
o\erfpread  BroeK  with  flo^^ers  and  fragrance, 
had  not  even,  quieted  the  duft  of  the  traffic- 
trodden  city.  Man  and  beaft,.  notwithftanding 
the  sternal  operations  of  the  mop  and  fcrub- 

I  i  4  bing-- 


• 
bing-brufli  in  tiiis  country^:  Vere^** Kefprent/' 
Butthc  ctlahgdr  of  indiiftry^amLthe  affemfefed 
pcimtts  of  gain,  pcrfbnificd,  rendered  rhe 
ehilrige  interdfting  to  the  fpe<5fattbr.  It  is  afto^ 
iwffiJftg  ho^  the  pAflkges  of  tliofe  bards  of  our 
pjBtftieil  laftd;  ^with^  whofc  writings!  I  .liave 
j)a(r^d  my  eatly  d^ys,  rcdur  xormy  memory^ 
^utd  br4eak  into.'  quotation.  a&  odcafions^  ^PP^Y 
them.  .  Ii>  an^'ihftknt,  the  appofitb  verfes  rufh 
to  my  lips,  whatever  be  the  fubj.e<9:,  and  I  feel 
new  toVe  and  adniirat^on  for  the  author,  for 
aflifting  me. .tailU^i^rate  flifFedtingv  pbjeds.  with 
more  vivid  Language  ihfMi  l  ,fiQuld  -.royfelfN 
fupply .  As  I  ...paffed  through  , the  ft rwt$  of 
AmfterdarPi^  from  the  quay  ^cx:nx)r  lodgings,  a 
paffage  frojpptvthc;  poet  of  Nature, ;  who  painted 
the  feafon^  of  the  year  in  colours^  inferior  only 

to  thofc  of  nature  herfelf,  broke  from  me. 

trf..«  t.    .'■•'I.I.J      .'.        1. 

*'  Then  would  a  fpkndid  city  rife  to. view, 
**  With  cars  and  carts,  aiid' cojM:hcs  roarittg  all ; 
•   •*  Widcpotn^<i^abtoad;bdtold  tte  iiuftHng  crew,  -- 

**  Sec  how  they  dafli  along  from  v*ti  to  wall  !'*   '    .    . 

But  fcarce  had  I  uttered  thefe  lines  ere  others, 
no  lefs  appofite,  from  the  inexhauftible  ftores 
of  ■  the   fa Ae  author,    fbllowtd  them.     They 

^x^adliy  cha?SS:erifc  the  piDvinces  in  general. 

■ » 

*  <*  Gay  plains  eJafend,  wiierc  itiaffhcs  flcpt  before, 

r*'«  O'er  recent  racaaisrfh' exulurtg  flteainers  fly  ; 

-fJ  Dark  frowi>uig  bogs^  grov/  bright  with  Ceres  ftorc, 

^  i^^i-Aad  woods  embrown  the  ftcep,  or  wave  along  the  fliore." 

''  Excufc 


Excufe  the  vkriatiori  of  a  wbJrd  or  two,  whiclt 
brings  the  pidhire  nterer  tht  tiiuth  and  the  life,' 

On  my  going  to  dine  at  the  Table  D'Hotc, 
tfiiet  with-'a--4ii«eumftanc^  A*hicb  is  too  noto- 
rious not  to  deferve  cenfure,  and  which,  ne- 
verthelefs,  Englilh  travel-writers  have  been 
pleafed,  wfiiether  from  national  prejudice, 'or 
falie  kindiiefi/ 1  cannot  telJ,  to  pafs  over,  I 
fpeak  of  thd  Ihameful,  bift  vtty  general,  prac- 
tice  in  ftrangers,  of  defathfrtg  the  country,  and 
the  government,  and  the  people,  by  which 
they  arA,.prptec^6d,  ixna  with  whom  they 
alTociate*: 


At  the  public  prdmary  juft  mentioned,  there 
might_be  gathered  together  about  forty  per- 
fons  of  different  countries.  Not  lefs  than 
twelve  of  theie;  were  .  Englifhmen,  chiefly 
ypung  men  eftablilhed  in,  good  commercial 
hpufes,  for  the  f^ke  of  a  reputable  connexion" 
in  bufinefs,  and  for  a  tradd-education. 


I  love  my  countrymen,  for  I  love  my  couiu 
try.i.  But  J:f  fte,qm  the  one  no  longer  than  they 
do  credit  to  the  other.  It  is  at  the  end  of  fe- 
veral  years  patient  and  filcnt  obfervation  and 
difguft,  t^wp  I  now  refolyc  to  mention,  with 


the 


the  moft  marked  irtcUghation,  a  cbaraflerifticj, 
and,  I  am  afraid, .  incorrigible  pfFcnce  to  focial 
manners,  and  common  decency,  perpetually 
m  the  practice  of  #/>  claft  pf.^ngjifh  refidei>ts, 
in  whatever  parta  of  t^ie.Cominent  they  are 
placed.       .  /,-       .       .   ,.  .,  .  ;    -..  .....;.. 


,  ■*    •  < . 


J  ft.  T^ieyare^  beyond,  comparifon^  the  moft 
overbearing  part  of  the  company^  when  they; 
condefcend  to  talk ;  and  the  moft  difobligingly' 
fallen,  when  they  a^-e  filent.  .  ' 

odly.  They  get  into  grouped;  and  trufting^ 
to  the  ignorance  of  ttie  reft  of  the  eompanyTrr 
our  language,  ufe  it  as  a  fort  of  malked  bati^- 
tcry,  to  play  off  the  moft  illiberal  pbfervations 
on  the  perfon  or  perfons  finglcfd  out  for  the  ri- 
dicule of  the  hour.    .  '•  - 

!      ■        •  '.    ■  ■ 

'■•-».  ..»«■ 

3(Jly.  Whatever  is  the  fijbjei^t  of  table-talkj^ 
Jlnglilh  men,  Engiifti  woroei?, .  Englifti*  porter,^ 
Englifh  punch,  ErtgHfli  air,  .lii:e  or 'water,  iff 
fuperior  to  any  thing  to  be  found  in  any  other 
place;  and  yet  by  a  ftrange  verfatility,  when 
;hefe  very  eulogifts  get  back' into  the  country 
they  have  fo  bepralfed  abroad,  fhqy  find  out  that 
it  fcarce  contains  any  obje<5t  fit  to  be  borne  by^ 
a  perfon  who  has  lived  fo  long-  in  foreigrt 
(jlimefi.     The  women  are  infipid,  the  m^n  ih^' 

fufferable. 
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fufltrdble,  the  porter  ftupifying,  the  punch 
vulgar,  the  air  heavy,  the  fire  dull,  and  the 
water  worfe  than  that  of  a  canal. 

4thly.  Where  a  traveller  of  any  other  coun- 
try gets  into  a  fcrape  once,  the  Englifh  youths 
are.  under  a  dozen  unpleafarit  dilemmas,  from 
indecent;  or  intemperate  behaviour.  Are  the 
Dutch  fpoken  of  by  thefe  great  fatirifts  ;  They 
are  a  pack  of  intercfted,  grubbing,  heavy* 
headed  fcoundrels. — The  French  :  (I  fpeak  of 
France  as  it  ufed  to  be}.  They  are  the  tnoft 
faithlefs,  fawning  fycophants. 

The  Italians  :  They  are  dark  aflafTms.  The 
Spaniards  :  Proud,  poor,  bafe,  and  idle.  Thus, 
catching  the  popular  charafter  (which  is  com- 
monly the  vulgar  error)  of  each  nation,  and 
pre-determined  to  find  the  old  threadbare 
flander  that  fome  jaundiced  fplenetic  firiS: 
gave  out,  they  root  in  themfelves  the  habits  of 
abufe,  and  facrifice  the  reft  of  the  univerfc  to 
that  very  old  England,  which,  when  they 
inhabit  it,  is  facrificed,  in  its  turn,  to  other 
nations* 

It  is  really  afflidling  to  fee,  my  dear  friend^ 
with  what  boyifh  tricks,  and  unmanly,  as  well 
^8  ungrateful  afperfions,   our  ex-countrymen 

3  of 
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of  this  order  entertain  each  other.  I  fat  op^ 
'  polite  to  fome  of  this  defcription  this  day,  and 
had  the  mortification  to  hear  what  follows  :  A 
French  gentleman  offered  his  fnuff-box  to  his 
next  neighbour,  a  young  Englifhman. 

"  Dirty  dog!*'  cried  the  latter,  in  2^  fiage 
whifper  to  his  next  neighbour,  "  I  won't  touch 
**  it.  The  French  monkey  may  want  to  poifon 
"  me  for  aught  I  can  tell." 

A  Portuguefc  gentleman  underflanding  an 
Englifh  youth,  prefenr,    had  juft  come   from 

Hanover,    begged    to    know   the    route • 

**  D — n  the  yellow-faced  fellow's  imperti* 
nence,"  cried  the  Britilh  hero  to  his  comrade, 
*Vl  know  he  can't  fpeak  a  word  of  Englifh^ 
**  an^  fo  I  won't  underftand  him."  This  ami- 
able  obfervation  produced  a  loud  laugh  amongft 
the  Englifhmen,  and  the  Portuguefe  was  put 
put  of  countenance,  but  not  out  of  manners. 
•*  I  prefume,"  faid  he,  bowing,  **  that  Monfieur 
♦*  does  not  underftand  my  bad  Englifh;  and 
♦*  as  I  have  not  the  honour  to  fpeak  good 
^*  French,  I  can  only  regret  that  I  mufl  lofc 
♦*  the  benefit  of  his  information."  Hereupon 
tV  gentleman  left  the  room,  and  the  Englifh- 

rnen  laughed  louder  than  before. 

*  -  • 

Is 
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ts  it  not  very  uncomfortable  to  fee  ourfelves 
thus  generally  outdone  in  all  the  conciliating 
courtefies  of  life  ?  On  my  honour,  I  adhere 
to  the  fimpleft  fads,  when  I  again  aflert,  that 
a  native  of  this,  and  of  almoft  every  country  I 
have  pafled,  will  attend  to  every  queftion  you 
pleafe  to  aik — anfwer  it  the  moft  fatisfacSorily 
in  his  power, — liften  to  the  moft  irrelevant 
and  prolix  converfations,  in  which  you  choofc 
to  addrefs  him  ;  go  out  of  his  own  path  to  fet 
you  right  in  your's  ;  hear  the  feeblcft  attempts 
to  explain  yourfelf  in  his  language;  and  fo 
far  from  ridiculing  your  deficiency,  try  to 
fupply,  by  guefling  your  wifhes^  through  all  the 
defedls  of  your  expreflion,  and  be  your  air, 
manner,  motions,  or  drefs,  the  moft  obnoxious 
to  ridicule  in  the  world,  you  Mill  never  fee 
or  hear  any  odious  comparifons,  or  national 
triumphs. 

You  know  me  too  perfed:ly  to  believe  I 
would  infinuate,  that  the  reverfe  of  this  de- 
meanour is  univerfally  prevailing  in  Britifli 
travellers  abroad,  or  refidents  at  home,  but 
it  is  lamentably  general ;  and  I  have  felt  my 
cheek  burn  with  indignation  and  fhame  at  it, 
in  various  countries. 

•*  Reform  it  altogether,"  I  beg  of  you,  my 

young  countrymen ;  fince  although  the  good 

6  breeding 
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breeding  of  thofe  you  treat  thus  ungcnefoufly 
prevents  them  from  recriminating,  they  fe-« 
cretly  feel  all  the  contempt  for  you  which 
fuch  condudt  excites,  and  it  imprcffes  on  their 
minds  an  indelible  idea  of  the  coarfenefs,  buf- 
fi>onery,  and  inhofpitality  of  the  Britilh  nation. 

«*  What  can  they  reafon  but  from  what  they  know," 

And  as  they  may  never  go  into  England  to  vin- 
dicate it  from  thefe  firft  impreflions,  and  may 
perhaps  avoid  mixing  with  mere  Englifli  tra- 
vellers, after  the  firft  infults  have  been  re- 
ceived, you  are  in  effedt  a  depredator  of  your 
country,  and  fcandalize  it  in  the  eyes  and  in 
the  eftimate  of  every  other! 

But  enough  of  this  :  and  enough  of  Amfter- 
dam.  The  lovely  feafon  invites  me  to  range 
abroad,  farther  a-field,  and  in  my  irregular, 
but,  I  hope,  not  unpleafant  way,  to  glean 
other  places.  My  purpofe  is  now  to  go  once 
again  higher  up  the  country ;  again  to  travcrfc 
the  pleafant  regions  of  Guelderland  ;  to  circle 
Weftphalia,  to  penetrate  into  Germany,  and, 
in  all,  to 

**  Try  what  the  open,  what  the  coverts  yield," 

1  invite  you  to  accompany  me  with  my  whole 
affedlionate  heart. 

Come  then,  my   friend,   my  genius,  come 
along,  and  may  every  good  and  pleafant  thing  . 
attend  us  on  the  way. 

LETTER 


, 
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.  .    'And  the  \vay  j  ftrewed  over 

^ith  flowers.     A  journey  through  Holland  in 
that  part  of  the  year,  when 

"  Nature  all 
**  Is  blooming  and  benevolent  like  tjiee/'  .     . 

is  a  journey,  or  rather  a  voyage,  for  you  go  by 
water,  by  the  fide  of  a  garden,  in  \yhich  nature 
has  done  all  the  foil  allows,  and  jarc  has  fuppLied 
her  deficiencies  as  far  as  it  is  poflible.    But  it  is 
a  yery  curious,  and  glean-worthy  matter,  to  fee 
as, you  go  on  higher  land,  how  art  declines,  and 
nature  aflerts  herfelf ;  I  mean  as  to  vegetable 
beauties.     Indufl:ry  and  toil,  whofe  ftrong  and 
ingenious  hands  have  wrought  fuch  wonders  in 
the  Provinces  of  Holland,  Utrecht,  &c.  appear 
to  be  mere  lookers  on  in  neighbouring  places. 
The  flat  but  flourifliing   lowland,    gradually 
rifes  to  an  hillock,  the  hillock  fwells  to  a  hill, 
and  the  hill  fpreads,  as  you  pafs  onward,  to  a 
mountain;  the  regular  alley  of  trees  yields  to 
the  luxurian;  hedge  rows,  thefe  give  place  to 
the  fublimer  woodland,  and  that  is  fucceeded 
by  the  a]inol]t  immeafurable  forefts  ;   the  flow 

and 
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fmooth  canals  of  Holland  improve  into  the 
running  brooks  of  Guelderland^  thefe  expand 
to  the  ample  iakc^  of  the  adjoining  countries^ 
and  the  various  fcene  is  clofed  by  the  flupendous 
catarads  of  Switzerland.  Different  profpedts  ! 
and  a  different  people !  but  a  Supreme  Being 
prefides  over  each^  and  has  extended  his 
benignity  to  all.     Let  us  then 

"  Etch  the  profpcd  as  it  lies/' 

Refpefting  Dordrecht,  Gorcum,  Bfed^^ 
Befgen-op-zoom,  &c.  I  muft  beg  lavc  to 
refer  you  to  the  numerous  books,  an  which 
they  are  very  juftly  defcribed,  and  in  none 
better  than  in  Peckam.  I  am  anxious  to  go  on 
with  you,  to  the  faireft  poffeflions  of  the  Dutch 
Republic,  over  and  acrofs  which,  I  am  com* 
petent  to  be  your  guide,  on  the  ground  of  long 
experience,  having  traverfed  the  countjty  of 
Guelderland — certainly  entitled  to  the  iepithet 
of  the  faireft  pofleflion — feveral  times,  and  at 
all  feafons  of  the  year. 

We  will  jufl  ftop  by  the  way,  to  glean  an 
anecdote  from  Dordht.  At  that  town^  is  a  very 
curious,  and  I  believe,  hitherto  unpublilhed 
cuftom,  in  regard  to  the  German  timber-mer- 
chants.      Thefe    men  having    prepared    and' 

fcafoned  their  wood,  come  down  upon  it  along 

the 
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:bofofns  of  theRhint  aiid  Maife*     It  fotms  a 
train  of  immenfe  rafts,   fimply  tied  together, 
.and^n  the  furface  of  thefe  planks,  they  eredt 
temporary  habitations   for  the  accommodation 
.^.  themfelyes  and  families*      Thus  they  fwim 
down  frpm  the  high  .to  the  low  countries,  tp 
■  fell  their  timber ;  for  which,  on  their  arrival  at 
Dort,  they  have  a  certain  market.     This  traffic 
is   an  amuGng  novelty;    for,  in   defiance    of 
ivind,  waves,  or  weather,  ail ;  ages  and  ftKcs] 
from  the  cradled  infants  to  the  great  grand-^ 
fathers,  are  on  float.     B.ut  the  beft  part  of  the 
bufinefs  is,  that  thefe  itinerant  Germans,  hav- 
ing vended  their    ftores  and  Converted   their 
yafts  into  gocTd  Dutch  ducats,  feem  to  for- 
get they  ha^e  any  other  habitation  or  countiy, 
lince  the/ generally  continue  to  idle  about  till 
thofe  ducats,  inftead  of  making  the   tour  of 
Germany,    remain,  by   the    medium  of  ihn- 
keepers,  in  Dutch  land,  as  if  unwilling  to  emi* 
grate  from  their  native  country,  or  to  tarry  with 
the  German  timber-merchants,  many  of  whom, 
having  fpent  the  laft  ftiver  in  this  ftrolling  way, 
'  often  repair    themfelves    by   marrying  fome 
pretty  Dutch- woman  who  can  pay  their  paflage  ■ 
back  to  the  German  forefts;  where  they  hew 
timber  with  great  induftry,  till  the  feafon  of 
idlencfs  again  arrives. 
Vol.  II.  Kk  Of 
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Of  the  Duchy  of  Guclderland  I  have  in  a 
former  letter  given  you  a  general  chara<ftef. 
But  our  particular  attention  is  due  to  its  prin- 
cipal toWns ;  thefeare  Arnheim  and  Nimeguen, 
whofe  environs  and  appertaining  villages  will 
employ  the  lovers  of  natural  and  ^tartificial 
beauties^  with  many  a  day  of  plcafant  ob- 
fervatiort. 

*  *       *    '  ' 

The  interior  parts  of  this  very  agreeable 
Duchy,  are  amongft  the  many  things  (lighted 
by  poft*.hafte  travellers.  Nimc^cn,  indeed,  one 
of  its  capitals,  as  being  in  the  direct  route  of 
Weftphalia  and  Germany,  forces  itfelf  upon 
the  notice  of  the  moft  rapid  traveller,  who, 
therefore^  informs  you  that  it  is  a  rich,  ancient, 
and  populous  town ;  that  the  market-place,  and 
ftreet  to  whicli  it  belongs,  is  remarkable  for  its* 
extent,  and  the  elegance  of  the  furroundii^ 
buildings,  efpecially  the  church  towers  and 
fteeples  of  St.  Etienne,  by  which  it  is  termi-* 
nated.  The  town^houfe,  alib^  being  amongft  the 
palpable  obje<3:s,  is  defcribed>  by  the  heroe&  of 
the  whip  and  fpur,,  as  a  mt^gnificent  ftnicHfure, 
ornamented  with  the  ftatues  of  the  emperors;, 
and  laftly,  we  gather  fron^  the  fame  hafty 
authors,  that  the  garrifon  is  in  confiderable 
force,  in  the  beft  repair,  and  that  it  is  worth 
aftranger's  while,  who  has  time  to  fpare,.and  is 

not 


not  fatigued  with  his  jouimex^  ^^  ^^^^  ^  ^toW 
round  the  bulwarks^  while  the  kettle  i9  boilings 
or  the  beef-ftcak  drefling. 

lean  witaefs  thctrtithof  all  this,  but  he  who 
moimfllPbis  horfe,  <wr  throws'  himself  into  his 
carriage,  with  having  fecn  onjy  thcfe  ftaring 
obje(^  and  then  daftiing  right  on  without 
turning  to  the  right  or  to  the  left,  enriched  as 
both  fides  are,  with  charming  little  villages 
and  cpiintries^  will  lofe  what  is  well  worth 
looking  for.  Of  thcfe,  however,  in  their 
place. 

Nimeguen  v$  celebrated  in  the  hiftory  of 
modern  Europe,  for  being  the  place  where  the 
Congrefs    of   Plenipotentiaries    aflembled  to. 
conclude  the  treaty  of  peace,  in  1678,  between 
Spain^  France,  and  the  UniJtod  Provinces,  Augu  ft 
jtpth;  and  between  the  Empire  and  France,  and 
the  pmpireand  Sweden,  on  the  3d  of  Feb,  1679. 
The  mediators  on  the  part  of  the  Pope  and  Great* 
Britain,  were  Aloife  Beyilagua,  Patriarch  of 
Alexandria,  Lord  Berkley  and  Temjple.    The 
ambafTador^  of  the  Emperor  .  were  the  Co^jnt 
de  Goes,  Biftiop  of  Qurck;   and   the  Counts 
de  Kinlki  and  Straetman,       Thofe   of  Spain, 
France,  Sweden,  Denmark,  and   the  United 
StatC6»  w$:re  men  of  equal  rank  and  abilities. 

K  k  2  We 
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'We    find   the:  eminent    iiatnt    of    : Colbert 
amongfl:  the  reprefentatives  oPFranccw     ;  •, 

TheNimeguens,  in  confequence  of  this  meet- 
ing, had  the  addrefs  to  procure  for  their  t^wn 
more  folid  advantages  than  are  derived  fibm  the 
cnnpty  diftindlion  of  the  figning  a  treiatf  of 
peace,  even  though  of  importance  to  Europe. 
The  States-General  contrived  to  ratify  the 
faid  treaty  by  fetting  on  foot  a  fubfcription, 
which  was  foon  filled  by  the  aflenibled  parties, 
to  repair  the  injuries,  they  had  contributed  to 
bring  upon  the  town,'  at  the  fiege  which  it 
fuftained  a  few  years  before.  By  this  means,  a 
demand  of  fifty-five  million  of  florins;  which 
this  town  mufl:  otherwife '  have  paid  by  ftijpu- 

lation  to  the  French,  was  done  away. 

•  - 

Numerous  are  the  readers  who  Would  be 
furprized,  were  I  to  aiTure  them,  that  rhe  part 
of  the  Dutch  territory,  known  by  the  name  of 
Guelderland,  is'replete  with  npt  only  the  oeiir- 
tiful,  but  the  iublime  of  natu'rWthat  tfe  tovfelieil 
vallies  are  under  fheltbr  of  tTie  jhofl:  liiajgfiificent 
hills,  that  thefe  extend  in  a  chain  which  fdifte- 
times  is  bathecj  in  the  clouds,  from' one  end  of 
the  Province  to  the  other;  the  moft  rdttiahtic 
foliage  and  fcenery"  luxuriating  above,  and  a 
delicious  branch  of  the  Meufe,  orof  the  Rhine, 

3  fiowing 


.  .  .  G^/EAiJriNGS,     &?r.  501 

•flawing  beneatK^— the  inttrmediatc  vallies  and 
|>Iailn6,/^n  a-  dry/  devatfcd,  and  plentiful  foil, 
filled  with  flocks,  hefds,  and  ganie,  and   en- 
ri'dhied  f  by  town«,  villas,  caftles,   and  hamlets, 
that,  toa  well-tempered  traveller,  woiild  give 
the  lenfation  of  pleafure,'  to  perceive^  with  what 
an  equal  hand,  the  Gddof  Nature  has  been  the 
God  of  all;  and  to  e^ff^  a  grudging  traveller 
muft  ertiort  a  confeiffion,  tliat  it  is  not  for  Frdi 
videhcc  to  copy  the  vices  of  felfifti  nxortals,  but 
for  felfifti  mortals  to  imitslte  the  bounties   of 
Providence.  ■   For  my  o wh  part,  I  conftfs  to  you/ 
I  never  look  at  thefe  bleflings  befl:owed  on  niy 
fellow  creatures  in  a  foreign  land,  without  feel- 
ing my  heart  at  6nCe  Enlarged  and*  'bettered  by 

• 

the  View.  I  have 'a  feeling  on  this  fubjed,  1 
arixidully  wilh  I  could  defcribe  to  you,  but 
the^  fehTation  is  too  (h*6ngfor  language*;  at  leaft 
for  my  powers  of  defcription.  In  traverfing  a 
liew  coiihtry,  as  its* Beauties  rife  to  my  view,  I 
eonfider'each  of  thdfe  beauties  asf(>  many  frefti 
afrgomcnts  for  my  admiration  of  the- great  and 
gbod'beftowcr :  I  confider  ia  traveller  as  liaving 
even  'better  opportunities  than  other  men  to 
become  con verfarit  with  his  beneficent  works. 
Watmed  with  this  idea,  I  have  looked  at  with 
ardent'  eyes,  and  felt  with  an  adoring  heart,  the 
furroutiding  fccncs.  I  have  all  my  life  read 
and  heard  of  thfc  high  enjoyment- derived  from, 

K  k3  the 
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the  idea  of  property  j  limply,  and  indep^^ 
dcntly,  of  the  teal  comfort3»  or  benefits^  which 
fuch  property  affords.  I  have  been  told  6f  the 
exquifitfe  fatisfadion^  with  which  a  man  walks 
over  a  fpacious  garden^  or  an  extenfiv^  mea« 
<iow,  from  the  confciqufnefs  of  their ;. being 
upon  his  own  ground;  and  I  have  beet^ 
informed^  likewife,  that  the  human  heart 
warms  with  mpre  chearing  influence  amongft  the 
flowers,  fruits^  and  other  rural  charms,  that  are 
difplayed  in  that  foil  where  it  firft  began  to  beat, 
than  in  any  other  clime.  Of  the  trvi^of  thcfc 
aflcrtions,  I  know  nothing.  I  have  mever  been 
in  pofleflion  of  fine  fields,  or  ^rdens,  exceptas 
a  mere  yearly  renter;  and,  therefore,  cannot 
ipeak  to  the  wonderful  delights/ that  are  iaid  to 
proceed  from  the  commanding:  idea,  that  I  was 
Jjord  of  the  land,  the  ftuifs,  the  flowers^  the 
herds,  {he  flocks,  &c.  &x.  Nor  have  J  j'jefted 
Ibng  enough  in  the  place^  or  nation  that  gave 
me  birth  I .  nor  been  fufficiendy  happy,  in  it,  to 
Aiake  me  think  with  fom^^  {I  fufped:  ^edied) 
patriots,  that  even  mifery '.  and  incoi^Jifenience 
a^t  hotif^e,  are  better  than  comfort  and .  aqcipn?- 
modntion  abroad.  Yet  I  am  not  infenfible,  on 
gfe^eral  prinjciples,  to  the  plcaCng  refl^<a?pa 
ihwt  my  countrymen  refide  in  a  fair  land,ihat 
it  i«  juftly  celebrated  for  arts,  and  anps,  and 

prot«t<^^  by.^hplefome  l^wfh   ...^^^fA^fr  ^^ 
:i:  .    .;  t  particular 
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particular  principles^'  am  I  without  a  fond  co^ 
folation,  that  the  friends,  from  whom  fate  or 
fortune  feparates  me,  ejijoy  all  the  above 
privileges,  added  to  the  fame  and  diftindiou 
/which  their  own  taknts  or  virtues  fecure.  Bu|: 
this  is  top  broad  a  fatisfaftion  to  give  me  the 
fenfation  of  having  a  landed  intercft  in  that 
country,  and  luxuriating  in  the  idea  that  I  am 
the  proprietor  of  fo  many  thoufand  of  its  acres» 
J  fear,  unlefs  I  were  to  liberalise  this  fenfation, 
by  fuppofing  it  arofe  chiefly  from  the  idea  fqch 
ample  pofleflions  gave  of  aflifting  thofe  whp 
had  more  caufe  to  thank  nature  than  fortune—? 
I  fear,  I  fay,  my  dear  friend,  that  unlefs  I 
weretxj  fuppofc  this,  which  I  doubt  would  be 
fomewhat  too  candid,  that  to'  defcehd  to  the 
feeling  of  valuing  a  tree,  a  park,  a  garden,  or 
^hy  other  natural  beauty,  becaufe,  by  purchafe 
of  birth-right,  it  was  my  own,  I  muft  very 
much  »^rrott;  my  prefent  fenfations.  As  it  is,  I 
afcend  the  mountains  at  home  or  abroad,  and 
fee  from  them^  with  real  jpy^  the  fmiles  of  nature^ 
the  riches  of  induftry,  or  wonders  of  art,  which, 
I  hope,  render  fte^s  of  f houfipds '  as  happy  as 
myfelf. 

Ifhalf  of  them  areas  pleafcd  with  thepoffef- 

fion  as  I  with  the  profpedt  they  are  delighted 
indeed.     It  never  enters  into  my  mind — Ibe/e 
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are  not  mine — a  thought  which  is  enough  to 
tJarken  the  fun,  and  envelope  the  whole  liene^ 
I  even  derive  gratification  from  Jcnowing  that 
the  view  which  at  the  moment   regales  me,  is 
only  a  fpeck,   a  Vp^m,   in  the  great  fyftem  of 
human  felicity,  or,   at  leaft,  the  materials  df 
felicity.     I  pafs  the  boundary  of  this  ample 
profpedl,  but  firt'd  no  boundary  to  the  felicity. 
Other  fcenes,  aribther  people  to  enjoy  them,  bit 
an  equal  abundance  of  the  materials.   I  expan4 
my  refearch  yet   further,   and  find  Aill  r^afon 
to  congratulate  human  nature,  .^nd  myfelf  aisf 
fped^tor  of  the  various  good  appdiiited  for/  itV 
I  look  into  a  fifte  .territory,   and  hail  the^' pof- 
feflbrs  of  it.     I  furvey  a  maieftfc  wood,  and  fq 
far  from  appropriating  a  iingle  twij^or  leaf  of 
it,  I  am  grateful  to  the  pwnejr'^  for  cultivating 
it.     I  love  it  for  itfelf  an3  1  lov^'  it   for  the 
God  that  maBd  it  To  fair.  7f  inria^ination  fojTie'i' 
times  creates  a  foreir,.  or  a  riqwer  01   her  owp, 
or  builijls   me   up  a  m^nnon,  or  (as  I  have 
fojnewhere  elfe  faid)  places  me   a  cottage  in 
any  country  I  am.  glearim'|^,  and'  puts  into  it' 
•what  furniture  and  what  iiihatitants  fhe  knows 
her  votary  beft  approves,  that  is  quite  another 
matter,  and  th^t  is  certainly  poetical  property; 
but  for   coveting  other  men's  goods,   in  ^ny 
Qthcr  way,;  or  in  any  other  place,   thi^ough   all 
the  works  of  created  na^uf  e^  I  never  did,  nor 

eve;: 


Ci:  E  A  N I  N  C  V,   i^C^  50^^' 

ever  ftialL  And  Idd  n'oib'efieVe;!  coujdf'w^k 
in  t\it  grdbnds  bf  ^nthtvhf-  {i!t\i^i 'R6\\min 
Bloom,  or  his  fruits  iA  l3fcaring,  wiVhdut  f)liitS:^ 
ihg  a  canker  frbrh  'the  one,  or  A'  llug^  froln'  thp. 
other;  ifl  found  them  in  myHvay.'"       '  '  '-^''  '' 

,         -  ■  ./■■.»       .    -  •  ■  -         ■    I     '   ''         ■•     "^      ■  •      r     :■•''■)•"•'*  « 

•■.    ,       I  J   .       -  .     I  1.      -_.....,     i  I     "  •  '    • 

Bleffcd  W  your /^W  ift  Gad'de^Iand,'  Hi/ 
friend.  If  the  vapours' of  Hdlfefili,=artd'h'erio^ 
knds  fti6n}d''haVfc  rfelaxdeiytotir'frafrt'ei'  dtfefeeS? 
your  fpirits;  her6  you  may  brace  theonei  aiiid  iiii 
vigorate- the 'Other.-  Deviate  into  the  fequefterecf 
paths  and'yoii- ^'ill  be  deTightetf^wirh^hife'Vihg^ 
villages^ that'  fftake  dire&ly  to'^'tJie  heiiff;  %y" 
tfeemediuni  "of  pe'eufiar  lieatneft  sitid  flmpli'ciitj^J^ 
for  here  nature -begins  to-  refuHi^:  hWfdr/ 'ftf 
Hollaflcl^iftie  was  often  obliged!  W^yielii'-to'^rt^* 
If  you  keep' the  'diredt  rw^s-,'  they  -*riil  giiufe" 
youf'to  iftany:  iic^le  to^nsi-iaiid -highly  cttti:,' 
menterf  countries. .  In  either  *  |)ltlh,  ^  repeai:|' 
I)leffc4niay^y6u*be,       •      •    •       .   -  *f        ..    :f: 

•  •  -  .4  '    ,  *  X  •  •  •  '  .      .  .  ^^ 

■  :      '  •  t  i^  ;       J  •  ♦      »  >     •  1  •        • » •  •  1  •  I     li  •  "^ 

One  of-the' rtidin:  roads  will   tak'i 
j^irtd  ArrfreiTri;  u^wh  Which  rivals  itfimeguen' 
iri  beauty,  and  furpaflcs  it  in  fituation* 

It 
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It  is  a  pretty  curious  U^^  that  a  ftsin^gcr 
cannot  come  inJ^  this  place^  or  go  out  of  it^ 
without  paying  fpc  hi*.exic  fod  entrance,  .  It| 
the  ipace  of  hj^lf  a  league^.tberi;  ax\e  balfa  dozen 
bridges  raifed  over  a&  many  canals.  At  each  of 
thefe  you  pay  paflage  money ;  the  firft  takes  a 
half-penny^  the  iecmd  a  penny^  and[  fo  on  ii|  a 
rifing;  feries ;  the  'fifcth  payxnent  carries  yt)u  to 
die  great  gate»  at.  which  you  are  flopped  hy  a 
mrpithy  perfoi^  who  has  another  demand  on 
you ;  and  whether  on  foo^»  or  on  horieba^k^  <>]: 
in  a  carriagCi^  yM  muft  pay  jpur  ^pta^  ,A^ 
tjhis  was  the  %(t  time  I  hs^  b? e^  a^^  M>  f^^y. 
for  the  ufp  ojF,  ipy  legs^  I  thought;  it  wortifc 
^ilc  to  g}ean,  the.  reafon^  •  and  was  «old  that  £ 
had^tjMc  ibpnouf  t)o  pay  at  all  ihdc  br(dgcs» '  fin; 
tjhie  good  ^  ^  Cl<^(»<blk:^  artd  bjr  jorcfcr  of  Hit 
States^  Ilx>iv<diiinf|'pa(red  IQA  tO[i.«Qky  hotdy 
where  I  bad  fc^e  time  to  felicitate  myfclf  on. 
having  contributed  my  mite  .,t0j.<tbe  Republic^ 
ere  mine  hoft  of  the  Golden  Eagle,  (the  beft 
inn  of  Arnheim),  prefiwited  me  with  a  book 
and  pen,  to  announce  my  name,  quality,  objedl 
of  travel,  hoMfi^ng  I  purpofcdita  remain  in 
town,  and  which  of  its  inhabitants  could  fpeak 
to  my  charader.  By  the  bye,  ail  thefe  demands 
a|c  madfEi  in  Dutch,  ;ind  if  your  landlqird  can- 
npt  jntcrprcti  .joji  rpuft  m^kp  it  9jUI:  «.yau  can^ 

for 


.X 


GLEANINGS,    (^C.  J^OJ 

for  your  anfwcr  to^vcry  queftion  muft  be  giv^a 
in  to  the  magiftrates,  early  the  next  morning* 
The  interrogatories  here  arc*  .     .  -^ 

De  Naam  ? 
Woonplaats? 
Qualiteit  of  Beroep  f 

Van  waar  gekodtnen  I  ' 

Hoe  lang  blyve  ? 

By  wie  hier  of  EMcrs   in   de    Provintrd 
bckend  ? 

This  being  a  pretty  general  cuftom  on  fchc 
Continentj  I  Ibeuld  not  have  noticed  it  but 
for  the  abruptnefs  with  which  it  wsus  ddnic  i .  and 
being  fomewhat.  weary,  I  wiihed  to  get  a  quiet 
difh  of  tea,  before  1  wrote  down  my  hiAory  i 
unlefs,  faid  I  to  the  landlordt  you  fbould  be  of 
oprnion  it  mtay  be  for  the  good  of  the  Republic, 
and  the  States-Greneral,  that  I  Ihould  give 
an  account  of  myfelf  before*  The  Republic, 
anfwered  mine  hoft,  is  always  happy  to  receive 
ftrangers>  and  to  know  who  they  are,  irhat 
they  come  for,  how  long  they  remain,  and 
where  they  are  going ;  and  the  fooner  the  chief 
magiflrates  are  made  acquainted  with  all  this 
the  better.  Then  my  information  Ihall  be 
concife,  complete,  and  jimmediate.  I  come  to 
pick  up  what  I  can  find  in  other  countries,  and 

ctrry  it  oS  to  my  own.     I  have  already  gone 

half 


JteUf  the -Vrorld  bvyer^with  the  like  view;  and> 
jj^ore  Iiget^hofric,  fhaH  perhaps,  traverfe  the 
other  half.  There  was: ibraethiBg  in  this, ac- 
count which  my  landlord  did  not  like.  He 
faftened  a  ftrong  fufpicion  on.  the  declaration, 
that  I  was  come  to  piqk  up  and  carry  off  what 
I  could  find.  But  in  -th.e.cojLirfe  of  th^  evening, 
a  gentleman  of  the  place,  to  whom  I  was 
fcoown,  cleared  me  up-t-Qrthe  eoodroan's  fatif- 
faction^  and  he  afterwards  made  ample  amen4s 
for  his  over-hafty  fufpicions. 


.  ,      ,,  .4.).  f  . 


J 'Hi'  told  me   iVh'at  was  worthy  of  remark; 
both ;in  his  tfowh  aiiid  neighbourhood;     He  ad- 
vcrtUdd^mc  of  a  b'bofc,-  in  'which  were  fet  ddwrf 
und  prihted '  the  prices  of  baggage,  carriages, 
iboati^,  arid  pbft-hprfes,  by  which  extortion  was 
rendered  impofiiWc.    He  told  me  I  was  within 
a^di^y'ai-walfc  or  morning  ride  of  feveral  very 
trcdutift^t- villas,  ^aui'hh  ordered  his- little  fon 
to  y  rite  me  down,  as  well  a  diretftibh  to,  as  a 
dcfciription  of  thefe  :     "  When  you  have  got 
M  out  of  the  towntgate,"  faid  the  little  fellow, 
^^  you^^  will  fee  a  long  avenue  of  trees,   which' 
•*  you  • 'muft  walk  under,  and  when  yon  get  to 
*'  the  end  of  this  loftg  avenue,  jy(?«  zviUJee  t^o 
*^  roadSj  you  muft  tak^  the  left,  and  "jchen  you' 
*^have  walked    another   quarter   of  an   hour,. 
•*  you  will  fee  a  jfinc  inn,  and  on   the  other 
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^^  fide  6f  this  fine  inn  ym  will  fee  Claarcmbeck; 
and'  then  another  quarter  of  an  ,h6ur,  aad 
you  will  fee  Anglcttcin  ;  \znd  when  ,ym  have 
got  to  Angleftein,  then^o  ftraight  fofwdrdtiU 
you  come  to  Ronfindale,  where  thcrb.  i$ 
"  another  good  inn,  from  whence  you  have  but 
'^  a  fhort  wMk  to  Belljoen  ;  and  When  you  fee 
BelljGNfri,'  you  fhould  go  to  the  inA-c«lIed 
the  Broil verye,  and  the^reybu  will -learn  tht 
way  to  Baekheufen,  which  is  the  moft  beau-*. 
"  tiful  of  all."  My  inftrudor  was  inut  eight 
years  old;  and  though  his  account  was  fome- 
thing  like,  *'  Walk  in,  gentlemen,  andfe€  what 
youjhallfee,**  it  was  done  with  fo  hearty  a  good- 
will, and  fo  many  apologies  for  bad  French^ 
and  fo  well-natured  an  offer  of  his  little  fcl^ 
to  prevent  my  fuffering  by  his  ignorance,  that 
it  abundantly  atoned  for  the  behaviourof  hi$ 
father  on  my  firft  coming  into  the  houfe.  . 
•  •  ••.■•-.. 

My  young  diredor,  however,  who  had  more 
of  the  French  courtefy  (I  fpeak  of  France 
when  it  was  a  nation)  than  of  the  French  Ian- 
guage,  made,  a  fniall  niiftake  in  putting  the 
word  gauche ,  where  he  fhould  have  ^.written 
droits  by  Avhich  I  was  carried  a  good  hour's 
walk  out  of  my  track,  and  for  which  I  retura 
him  my  hearty  thanks,  being  thereby  con- 
du(3;ed  into  fame  of  the  moft  delightful  bye-. 

walks. 


traiks;  hooks^  and^vcoraefs  of  nature.  I  mighc 
have  driven  along  the  majn  road  for  a  month 
together^  without  fo  much  as  fufpeding  thofe 
fweetly-fequeflered  beauties  were  fo  near  at 
hand. 

And  now^  my  good  reader,  if,  peradventure, 
thou  art,  like  myfclf,  mailer  of  thy  time,  and  a 
deliberate  traveller,  let  me  fuggeft  to  thee  the 
fupreme  fatisfadipn  of  now  and  then  lofing 
thy  way  1   fincc  to  fuch  accidents  thou  wilt 
fometimes  find,  at  every  devious  flep^  a  rich 
reward  for  thy  wanderings.    Indeed  I  would 
adyife  thee  (where  the  general  courfc,  fitua- 
|:ion,  and  profpedt  of  a  country  infures  thee 
n  beauty  of  nature  go  were  thou  wilt)  tp  ride 
ca:  walk,  contrary  to  the  inftrudions  thou  nuyeft 
have  received,    incontinently  turning  to  the 
right  when  thou  art  deiired  to  keep  the  left, 
and  vice  verfa.     If  thou  haft  never  tried,  there 
is  no  convincing  thee  of  the  enchanting  fcenes 
which  a  dull  regular  right*on  journey  makes 
thee  pafs.     For  my  own  part,  being,  as  thou 
haft  feen,  in  the  coUrfe  of  thefe  gleanings,  in 
the  habit  of  holding  long  and  audible  conver- 
fations   with  myfelf,    when   perhaps  there  is 
neither  an  human  creature,  jior  the  habitation 
of  one  within  a  league  of  me,  and  when  warmly 
engp^ed  in  the  <|ueftion  and  anfwer  of  jfuch 

fclf- 


felf-fuftairicd  didogu^^  L^f?"  *^^^  ^^^  ^^^ 
for  right,  and  the  i'ipitj;nthout  knowing  ir* 
My  difcourfc,  however',  being  ufually  ort  the 
beauties  of  nature,  I  lofe  ndfte  of  them  by 
thefe  errors,  bat  am  upon  the  whdle  a  gainer** 
It  is  true  I  have  frequently  been  benighted, 
but  then  I  have  found  an  inn,  a  public  houfir. 
Of  a  private  one,  or  a  cot,  and  all  thefe  have 
commonly  been  prolific  of  adventures  either 
for  good  or  evil,  or  a  mixture  of  both :  new 
fcenes  have  prefented  themfelves ;  new  charac- 
ters ;  in  the  <;our(?  of  the  next  day  I  have  got 
by  ibme  other  cut  (which  is  another  novelty) 
into  the  main  road.     I  glean  every  inch  of  the 
way,  and  on  coming  home,  add  fomething  to 
my  (heaf :  Or,  if  you  ihould  ftray  very  far  out 
of  the  beaten  path^  you  will  always  meet  fome- 
body  good-natured  >nough  to  fhcw  you  the 
way  back.     For  inftancc :  by  the  mifdiredion 
of  my  little  guide,   I  deviated  a  league.      I 
heard  the  found  of  an  axe  in  the  middle  of  a 
foreft,  juft  at  the  opening  of  four  different 
great   roads  cut  through  the   faid  foreft.      I 
took  that  from  whence  the  found  feemed  to 
come.     But  the  found  foon  led   me  through 
numberlefs  verdant  difficulties,  and  leafy  la- 
byrinths, which,   though   far  from  being  un- 
pleafant,  conveyed  me  to  the  thickeft  parts  of 

the 
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the  wbodk    On  a  Ifudden,  the  ifouhdiof  tfte  ;2l3fe 
ceafed,  and  I  was  without  any  guide  jttiall ;    ^ 

'  .      •     **  Where  urpods  immeaforabljr  tprp^ 
.'    :      ;    " -Seeitt'd. ^ength'ning  as  I  went.'*        \,,      ,, ;        /. 

I  wandered  about  for  fomic  tirae^  before  I  tt^ 
CoIIedled  that  could  I  occafion  a Toiind,  as  wdl 
as  the  axe*    I  raifed  my  voice  to  its   extent* 
Jiiad  I   whifpered,  it  muft  have  been  heard, 
fbit>  within  a  few  paces,  the  woodman,  who 
had    been  felling  timber   wis    fitting  .  upon 
a  tree  he  had  juft  cut  down;   and  converting 
it  both  into  a  (eat  and  table,   was  eating  his 
mid-day  meat:    this  confiftc^  of  very  dark 
Jbro wn  bread .    a    bunch  of  rad^flit^a,  .and-  a 
lump  of   cheefe;    of   all.,  which    he  invited 
me    to  partake,    and    in   a  manner  that    to 
refufc    would   have  been  churliflh.      Befides, 
I  had   rambled' about,  like  thp  babes  of  the 
wood,  till  I  was  hungry.     After  my  repaft, 
the  hofpitable  forrefter,  with  an. urbanity  that 
would  have  thrown  luftre  on  the. dweller  in  a\ 
palace,  condufted  me  to  the  fide  of  the  wood ; 
and  there,  not  having  fufficient  confidence  in 
his  explanations,  or  in  the  fpecimens  I  gave  of 
a  knowledge  in  his   language,   he   took  my 
cane,  (which,  however,  he  returned  with  a  bow 
alnroft  in  the  fame  moment,  as  if  fenfible  he 
had,  in  a  manner,  committed  an  outrage  on 
his  former  courtefy)  then  ufing  his  fingers  as 

a  compafs. 


t  cc^npirfth  JK  jdww  ^  coweij  jmap  of  n^^  r^iitc 
upon  tV  fend  ;  by  ii»ic^iis  of  yifh/ich  I  \v^  ^s 
pecfccSt  ^  wafter  ^f  rfve  geogwpbjr  <)f  npy  j^a^ 
tended  excurfipo,  ^s  if  Cpfffcej  ICitcJucn,  ,9;: 
Sanby,  ttopfe  ceklwrate^  jn^ppiftp,  h«4  jc^^cie 
cat  my.piutrt.  ,  . 

-  • 

I 

Thepe  wa$fo  tp^cii  4ia(cvird  ^^d-.wiU3  tni 
good-breeding  in  4Aie  fervices- ^  diis  n)&n  xaf 
the  ^QodSf/Thac  as  lie  drew  the  tines  of  direc-^ 
tionj  my  heart  waixped  >to wards  <l:d(ni...  I  gcrv^ 
my  hand  to  raife  liim  froiti  the  gcoimd,  x)n 
i;i4iich  he  kneekd  to  draw  his  in^r\xiQioA»  i 
and  as  I  bade  him  adieu,  i  felt  th^rt  i^om^oHr^ 
lefs  fenfation  which  h^^  fy  9^^)^  aiCCG^inpan^i^4 
me  in  my  journey  through  the  world,  when  I 
liave  t^ken  leave  of  ih^  kio^  atid  cowjteous^ 
ivhopa  accident  has  i^hr^wn  fintp  pay  path,  buf 
Hfhom  the  .cbangeii '  are  againft  my  cv^mttu 
ing  ^igaiii..  The  lpi)gefl^  paflage  of  life  js  ihort^ 
and  one  if^es,  in  travelling  it,  imny  objeds, 
?nd  (Mf^b  ^limpfe^  of  raanj  perfonjs,  ^k  fafanf^ 
to  wbolJc  cpu;>t^na}ice£i,  cpnvcrfe,  and  other 
charms,  we  muft  bid,  moft  likely  j^p  eternal^ 
farewell,  juft  as  they  begin  to  intereft  and  de- 
JiighMis.  JBut  the  pleafure  cf  fuch  encp^nters, 
l;mnfitory  as  the^  jare,  ha>ve  a  fweetnef^  that 
^ft^ns  the  FC^re^t  of  pur  ^ot  bcii^    able  to 
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enjby  ft  '  16ng.  ^  My 'Advice;  tfecfcJorkj-  is;  in 
cafes  of  travel,  the  t^v^tf^'of  that  tgiven  in 
Cafes  of 'morality*  In'thie  lattery  ye  -ai^Arcry 
properly  admonifhetl  to  rejed:  the  crooked 
paths  which- lead  to  Vice,  even  thoughi  ft^e^ed 
with  rofes,  and  to  perfift  in  the  ftraJght :  road 
which  condudls  to  virtue,  though  furrounded 
by:  thorns.  '  But  hi  a  jourricy^purely  to  fee  the 
world,  "  ailid  all  that  it  inherits,"  my  exhorr* 
tation  is,  that  you  quit  the  bro^.  ;right-Qft 
way^  ind.  tabe  the  winding  oncw  :  For  inftance; 
hadft  thoui  my  frieiid^  i*  the  deviaftipns  of 
half  a  day,  met  nothing  more  than -the  man 
of  •  the  Wood,  would  he  not  have!  mote  than 
paid  thee  for  thy  wanderings.     -  :    / 

r      ' 

I 

Certainly  I-havcj  itv  my  perambulations  of 
this  day,  received' as' much  vernat  pleafure,  and 
in  as  great  variety,  as  the  mdft  ardent  lover  of 
nature  could  defire.  I  performed  the  tour>  my  ' 
obliging  little  guide  had  defcribed,  infinitely  to 
my  fatisfadion ;  andVdn  my  regaining  Arnhcitn, 
wis  jull  as  fatigued  as- is -gonfiftent  with  a 
found  ^nd  qui=et  reft. 

I  rofe  with  all  the  frelhn^fs  bf 'the  morning*; 

and  yet  I  feel  myfelf  at  a  lofs  how  to  make 
you  a  partaker  of  my  gratified  heart;  having, 

as 


a&  you  khowi  ^rfejfted-diftike  tdikll  formal  it- 

•  "  AVhcre  pure  defcifiptlon^hdds.  thfeiplape  :of  ftnfe." 

And  yet  it  is  impofliblt  to  pdfs•ove^  a  fellies 
of  very  beautiful  fcenery,c\vithoul:  fay'ii^  folnc- 
thing*  - 


^  4 .  ■  • . 


Firft,  however^  yqu  are  to  obfervg,  >ha^  the 
Country  itfelf  (I.me^n  thi^  part  of  Gueider- 
land)  does  not  admit  of  thofe  elevations  or 
defcents  which  charader  the  land  betwixt 
Nimcguen  and  Utrecht.  You  meet,  in  the  en- 
virons.of  Arnheim,  no  cataradls,  which,. im- 
patient  of  cpntrojul,  burft  their  way  through  a 
thbufand  fifllires  of  the  rpcksiyqu  perceive 
no  mountains  which  give. youall  the  chai^ging 
feafons  as  you  afcend  them*  At  their  \^afe, 
the  foftnefs  of  the  fpring,  in  their  centr^.a 
glowing  fummer,  and  on  their  fummit  a  rigi?- 
rous  winter.  But  you  have  abundance  of  thofp 
graceful  rifings  and  fallings^  th^,  by  the  help 
of  a  little  art^  afford  you  many  charminig 
Jandfcapes,  Travellers  of  every  defcriptipn 
will,  in  the  walk  I  have  taken,  find  amufemeht 
and  delight,  from  the  rifijig  elren  to  the  fetting 
of  the  fun  :  here  are  pidures  for  •  the  painter 
and  the  bard.     In  each  of  the  piadcsis  the 

happicft  difpofition  of  the  evergreens^:  and  the 
whole  view  is  enriched  by  cottages,  convents, 
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chUrckcsi  ftriliw,  aiid  •t{irfe@(fer^-1i«ft»fidfh«i ,  afid 
women  at  work  ;  children  fpread  OVW  l*ic 
ground  iii  ^Dr-t>  fliecp  lEt  :pftftu*c :  ttoffoms  of 
all  rolours,  flowers,  of :aH'fe^-«{nGC  %  the  Rhifne 
flouring  :on  one  fide,  th<;,d^i^apfc  on  the  othqr, 
with  numberlefs  intermediate  ftreams,  brooks, 
and  rivulets,  meandring  through  the  verdure. 
to  theft  lhb])dit  wotfW  be  abIetbM(*ibe, 
in  his  hurtibcrs,  ^hat  cShhcte  bie  fe  fbrciWy 
inrnixiSfed  !by  tWe  wHMt  of  tTtfe  pencil ;  the 
harinony  of  riightihgaKs,  Avhich' are  even  in 
flfghtt  thrbdghdtft  Gutfl^lirid.  Indeed,  they 
'ai*e  lifcrt  too  numerous  for  pctetry ,-  fot  thfey 
'  tcbo  eiich  other  ihYuch  rapid -rcfponfes,  and -ttc 
charm  :is^b  inceffarit,  thatii  you  ng  votary  of 'the 
.  inufc  would  fcaVe  more  PhiWmelas  than'he  khSw 
well  how  td  'mariage.    indeed  *thiey  ^re,  in  €[iis 

•  •       •  • 

•  country, -in  *<o6  great  quantity^fbr  a  phJlferiian; 
for  the  nbfe  <Jf  ^orte  riihs  irito  thatof  a  fecorid, 
the  fecbhd  into  a  third,  and  fo  on,' that  -ch^y 

\  put  each  <)thgr'oiit;5f  tune,  and  Iproducepjafhtr 
:  ^  clj^Hiimit  than  a  Cdncord.     I  thihk,  verily,  I 

•  'heafd>lh  this  little  toUf  as  mxny  of  thefe  c^fe- 
•brated  'fohgfters,    as    would    have    addbd    a 

V  tiightinj^Jale  to  half  the  groVes  of  Great  JBritain. 

Nor  would  trivcUers,  of  a  tender  cotnplexion, 
.  foil  to  find  fohiething  in   keepling  with  'their 

fcdii^*    Ther^  are  bovvers  of  mofs,  ^rbour-s-of 

.  the   thkfeeft  verdtife,    and  hermitage  of  t;he 

profoundeft 
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tm:Cj|  a%  i^.  pa^-ties  of  jJeafure  fuch  painful 
things  pc9urj^.  any  two  perfons,  w^Hether  of  the 
i^e  (>r  pf  ^  ^iffe^^ent  fex,  whether  finale  or 
married^  wifh  for  the  relief  of  a  little  aofencc 
ffom  each  othej-j,  it  is  bijt  taking  the  right 
path,  when  the  other  gpes  to  tlje  left,  (for 
they  ar^  very  artfully  conneded,  to  as  tp 
render  the  fcparation  unperceivedl  and  I  will 

enfure  tp  both  the  felicity  of  atleaff  ^n  hour's 
refpite  from  the  fmalleft  l^az^rd  of  their  coming 
near  each  other. 

In  this  genera!  defcription  I  include  the 
general  bej^uties  of  the  fever^l  places,  already 
mentioned  as  the  objefts  of  piy  ambulation, 
viz,  Clarembec,  Rofindale,  Belljoih,  and  Bac- 
heufen.  A  few  particulars  muft,  however,  be 
noted.  The  dwelling  -  houfc  of  Rofindale 
(whofe  other  beauties  are  fo  many  fold,  and  in 
fuch  good  tafte)  has  its  foundation  in  water, 
not  a  running  ftream,  not  a  flowing  river,  but 
a  filthy,  difcolourcd,  (landing  pool — a  fault 
common  to  the  very  beft  houfes,  and  even  pa- 
laces of  the  Republic :  and  what  is  ftraiigdr 
ftill,  confider^4  as  an  advantage.  I  might 
mention,  too,  as  a  counterpart  to  this,  the  mif- 
flliapen  and  outre  paintings  of  gods  and  god- 
deifes,  fifh  and  game,  fruit  and  Iheil-work,  in 

'  tij  otic 
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one  of  the.  moft  fpacipus  pavilions  of  the  faid 
Rofindale. .    This  pavilion  is  alfo  ornamented, 

■  .-If 

or,  if  you  pleafe,  oneratcd  with  urns  and  vafes, ' 

and  ftatues  fo  ill  aflbrted,  and  fo  clofe  together, 

th^t  it  has  rather  the  gir  of  a  ftone-fpafon'sor 

ftatuary's,  Ihpp    and    warehoafe,    than    of   a 

pobleman!3  fumnaer-houfe.      But,  indeed,  all 

Dutch  emb^tlifhrnents  exhibit  a  falfe  tafte.and 

cl.umfy  gei:\iUs,^     Af  B^chcufen,  however,  are 

objeds    thaf    would    fiijd.their   way    to  your 

^*  heart^of  hearts."     From  a  path  almoft  open 

to  an  extenfive  country;  you  enter  into  a  grove 

of  evergreens,  which,  by  a  very  flcilful  gradation, 

take  a  deeper,  hue  in  your  progrefs.     The  firft 

five  or  flx  hundjred   yards   tue   foliage  .is  of 

■ '  '■»  •       ■  -   ' . 

young  fif,  which  gives  a  tender  kind  of  fliade, 

gt  the  end  of  which  the  path  begms  to  darken, 
the  trees  (which  are  rtill  of  fir,  but  of  greater 
age)  being  mo|-e  lofty  and  venerable.  Pre- 
fently  you  come  to  a  double,  then  a  treble, 
row  of  thefe  on  each  fide,  About  a  quartej: 
of  a  rnile  hnhtv  on,  the  (hade  becomes  fo 
thick,  that;  twilight  overtakes  you.  You  are 
alarmed  ;  ypur  ftep  is  awed  ;  you  lifi:cn.  The 
wind  blowing  through  ^he  firs,  in  fuch  a  place, 
gives  ,the   fouqd   of   heavy,    human    fighing, 

.when,  urged  by  a. wilh  to  regain  tlie  day,  and 
.preding  onward,  you  ..^re  precipitated  into  an 
.  jitjyfs  fo  profound,  and  are  furrounded  by  fuch 

piclanchQly 
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«dtneholy*-f(>lfagr,ia$  wr^ps  yott-nfS  aknoft 
utMU"  darknefs,  ev.en  ift  itie\9t|Qi|i^of.  day.    The  ; 
trQ#s^!  in  Ithii:  part,  arc  cy profs,- jtb.Of growth  of  ^ 
fcvecal jcentudes j  ind'Ohe  linderw,OQd.beI:QW  is- 
o£.the;dunncft:ihrubs,  fo  interwovcnv:i«to.exT»r 
dude  the  Kght J   '  Yoii  are  jchtis  ih '  ^^  th?  dark-: 
ncfs  that  may  be  ^///-  from  which,  however, 
a  few   minutes   walking'  relievts.  you.      You 
come  into  a  path,  where  the  fame  artful  ar^' 
rangenierit  of  foliage,  which  had  excluded  the: 
fun-boims,  is  ufed io xeftore  them.  The  greens* 
are  at  firft  onlyy^xw^roi?^/  lefs  dark,  the  livelier 
fhades  fucceed — the  tints  "foften- apace,. the  day 
returns,  and  you  are  touched  by  an.  emotion 
teo  mighty  and  lingular  for  the  pen,,  at  kaft  for 
that  of  your  affedionate  friend.  .: 


LETTER     LV. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


i  O  the  bc^auteous  cpuntry,  .which  in- 
cludes thefe  attracting  .fpots,  I  Ihould  tell  you, 
that  you  maybe  cqndudled  by  land  or  water,  ea9h 
of  which  has  its  peculiar  charm.  Xow  route  J)y 
the  former  is  Harwifk,  Helveotfluice^  Rot|.er* 
^am,  and,l!?imeguep.  ,.By  tfee  ^atter^ . y.?u ^^in.T 
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bark  if  Rbtxefdatf!^  amd  zt€  earned  dn  the 
bdfom  ef  thd  Maef«»  '^ven  td  the  places  d4^ 
fdfib^T  your  parage  to  whick  in  the  fummet-^ 
time  is  replete  with  beaotiful  (eeneiy  t  but  let 
me  apprize  you  of  the  oeceffitj  there  is  to  gd^  < 
l))r:the  public  barges»  and  n6t  in  oiie  of  tbt 
private  b/Cr^rading  boats.  It  is  the  more  £f^ 
fciitial  for  jou  to  know  tfais^  as  there  are  pcir« 
fom  it  the  water's  edge  lying  in  wait  to  lite* 
rally  iakeypu  iH,  under  pretence  of  their  failing 
direAly.  Your  being  ftduced,  by  this  appear* 
ance  of  accooimodatiofi,  may  fubjed  you  to 
numberlefs  inconvenientes ;  beiides  paying  foif 
diein  double  the  money»  which^  in  the  ¥iilg«r 
lnits»  woulc)  be  demanded  of  you  for  the  bed 
treatment. 

Having  mentioned  Rotterdam,  I  will  here 
offer  you  two  circumftanccs^  which,  though 
gleaned  long  fince,  were  omitted,  when  I  gave 
you  a  particular  account  of  that  populous  place. 

I  was  there  on  the  8th  of  March,  the  day 
which  is  codiinemorated  as  die  anniverfary 
of  thfc  Stadtholder's  birth.  If  external  figns 
were  alw^y^  expreffivc  of  the  firfl,  a  traw 
i^rikrr  woul^  prefume  that  the  IVince  ef 
Orange  is  beloved  of  his  people  beycMid  any 
eiher  jiotentate   of    Ac  ^eirfch»    tal^g  ^  the 
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(h€^  of  fns  Mti^I  day  as  a  proof  of  it«  For^ 
befides  the  common  ceremonies  of  firing  guns, 
and  other  compliments  of  courle, .  xivii  or 
roilittry  emblems  of  loyaltjr  urere  difplayed, '. 
wherever  invention,  ^d  even  ifhim,  Couki 
hang  them  out.  AU  thd  vcfiels  were,  full 
drefled,  forc^aft,  and  midftip,  in  iheir  holiday 
finery;  the  feftival  littrally  went:pff  with  fly- 
ing colours.  The  orange  ribbon  waa  Itotiionl/., 
in  every  hat,  cap,  andbonnet  of  his  Highnefs's 
human  fubjedts,  but  extended  to  all  the  Jlxsaftial 
train  that  have  the  honour  to  breathe  in  his 
and  their  High  Mightineiles  Republic.  The 
horfes*  heads,  tails,  manes,  chefts,  and  fet« 
locks,  were  decorated  With  it ;  nay,  the  figure 
of  the  Prince  is  crammed  in  little,  into  the 
buttons  of  the  coats,  and  flags  are  holfted'oii 
every  fteeple :  even  the  venerable  figure  of 
Erafmus,  which  ftands  in  the  market-place,  is 
raoft  ridiculoufly  be-oranged.  A  filleting  of  that 
colour  is  wreathed  round  his  hat;,  or  rather 
cap,  and  faftened  by  an  orange-ftring  under 
his  nofe,  into  the  noftrjls  of  which  is  (luffed 
orange-peeling :  the  fafti  that  tics  the  robe  is 
fringed  with  it  j  the  very  fleeves  of  his  gown 
are  filled  with  real  oranges,  and  his  (hoe* 
ftrings  arc  drawn  into  orange-bows*  Some- 
body^  either  out  of  zeal  for  w^iggery^  has 
$topptiivptiiQ  fsigt'M  otQMth  witk  aiore  of  the 
'>'7"*«  orange* 
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o;rangc-pceling»  and  a  capacious    off'^riQg  <A 
tbat  fruit  covers  the  opened  foliot  Jx)ftk  which  . 
he  hoId&  ia  his  hand*::   JWhether  k  i».  that  va- 
lume  of  his  wor ks.i which  contain. ih«-:jcelcr-: 
biated-  t^eatifc    om  ^Foify^  ,!•  am/ noc -abU  ta 
»fbrm  yoO ;  but^whsttevtr  may  be  due  to  the 
iionotari^^of'ttie'da^^'irwoQld  be  a  picy^ :fp  noble 
a"f&t4e'<houldf*be'tbttfi^tancatured  nibre  thaa 
doce>iii»'«hey«ar,  •  ^>-*:  ^•.•.'  - 


"< 


:-».'■•••.  .     •  \ 


1  It  os^  however,  a  pleafant  fight>  to  furyey. 
firowthrWatcr  ini  a  tour  round  the  canals,  the 
barges  of  pleafu  re,  and  thofeof  trade,  ail  dref- 
jed  in  their  bed  array :  the  arms^and  emblems 
of  the  Republic^  dnd  the  colours  of  the  Pro- 
irinces  that  conftkute  it,  brought  under  one 
point  of  v4cw ;  many  of  the  pendants  reaching 
from  the  top  gallant  maft  head  to  the  riven 

How  far  thefe  appearances  are  real  indica* 
ttons  of  an  happy  or  contented  people,  is  not 
now  the  queftion :  Permit  me  yet  a  little 
while  to  amufe  you  with  more  peaceable  fub- 
je6ls« 

•  ■ »  * 

To  return  to  Dutch  Guelderland. — No  one 
but  an  humble  Gleaner  would  (loop  to  pick  up 
an  obfervation  on  a  warming-pan,  and  yet  two 
different  kinds  of  thefe  in  jhe  twq  >  diflfjrent 

pro* 


provinces  of  Utrecht  and  Gucldcrland, "  have 
entertained  me  more  than  any  thing  in  which  ■ 
the  afFeftions  are  not    engaged,  lincc.  I  left 

England. 

•  .  ,  ■        ■    ■•  ir-  .     --      » 

■    ■  •     ■ 

In  the  former  placie  as'ih  the  latter,  the  fe-  * 
vere  weather  which  gloonied*  on  tt\y  firft  Vifit 
to  thefe  fine  Provihcesy  made  a  warm  bod- 
amongft  the  neceflaries  of  life::*  but  a  iwarnoing^ 
bed-pan  in  the  Englifli  fafhion  was  not  in  general . 
ufage^.and.  the  fubftitute  was  whimfical  enough 
•—an  open  earthen  pan,  full  of  living  aihesy  was 
placed  in  an  earthen  platter,  this  agaiii'put  into 
a  large  wicker  cover,  bafket  forni,  not  unlike  a 
magpye's  cage.  This  complicated  raachiAe;ry 
was  placed  in  the  bed,  where  it  remained  about 
twenty  nriinutes,  during  which  I  was  to  freeze 
in  expectation.  A  fimple  warmiftg-pan  would 
have  anfwered  a  better  end  in  half  a  dozeft 
turns  J  for  the  pertinacity  of  infilling  on^  its 
flaying  its  ufual  time,  a^infi:  all  the  arguments 
I  could  ufe  with  the  chamberlain,  was  puniftied 
by  his  fcorching  the  flieets,  which  induced 
mine  hoftefs  of  Utrecht  to  give  in  to  that 
monfirous  mathine,  as  fiie  called  it,  an  Englifh 

warming-pan.  : 

■   ■  ■      •  '  . 

Farther  up  the  country  Lwas  treated  with  a 
yet  greater  curiofity ;  ^  this  jvas  no  other  than  f, 

Seltzer 


S^U?cr  -w^tcr^bott^c  filled  vitb  boiXing  mate- 
twil :  What  was  to  be  dime  with  ^his,,daft  thou 
ftipffofc,  my  ingeAia^s  reader  ?  Why  it  was  to 
make  the  ^ur  o^  the  bed  in  a  very  regular 
progrefs^  beginning  at  the  head»  and  ending  at 
tbe  feet:  iin  qpcnti^  that  to^k;  up  at  kf ft 
twenty  minutCK^  Moi^nd  Withgofod  atfendance, 
ftrtSie  botde  wak  to  reft  little  ai^.bQ  rolled 
niijclu  The  nights  following,  in  the  hopve  pf 
fbarteiung  the  labour,  1  ordered  three  warming-* 
buttles^  and  the '  chambermaid  b^pg  a  good^ 
nsttured  ^girl,  coip'pli^  fmilingly  witlt  my  de- 
HUind;  One  \v^$  placed  at  the  head,  a  fecond 
ill  the  middle,  aind  a  third  ^t  the  feef.  I  wa^ 
going  to  exult  over  the  ignorance  and  barbarity 
in  which  the  country  had  been  fo  Jong  invplvedi 
when  the  middle  warmer,  wfai(;fa  happened  to 
be  a  common  wine  bottle,  loft  its  cork>  which 
dire  event  not  being  perceived  till  I  had  fent 
away  the  tnaid,  telling  her  I  fhould  be  feme 
time  undreiling,  and  would  carefully  take  out 
the  bottles,  when*  they  had  done  their  duty>  myr 
ielf.  By  this  manoeuvre  the  bed  was  inundated 
juft  as  I  ilepped  into  it,  with  the  additipna^ 
4igi^m€nt  of  my  being  in  the  dark;  f^X  thap 
nothing  might  interrupt  the  repofe  I  promi^ 
myfelf,  I  had  previoufly  put  out  my  candle. 
This  Was  a  v^rfe  calamity,  to  me,  at  lea£l^,  than 
the  foorched  flieets ;  but  putting  b9t|i  together, 

you 


ytrti  fed  ttye  ^Mtoultf  vrhkh  ii  tnrvdfet*  ifn»m 
the  c^mtfoi^able  realm  of  Oraat  Brkim.  ha^  k> 
prevent  ^beimg  burned  ot  drdivaed  itn  kii  hod  ; 
tmce  he  is  thus  nightly  in  danger  l^etwiict  .^ 
4ind  water. 

£ut  the  beds  tibesniblyes  are  objex3:s  of  ,^ 
fiumc^oiis  (pecutationj  as  the  machines  by  which 
tfaey  are  warmed.  *  There  is  a  fcale  of  incon-i 
veni^ce  and  abfurdity  in  -them.  .,  Jn  HoHa^d 
they  are  indifferent,  in  Guelderland  thx^y  ^qne 
worfe,  ih  WeHphalia  they  are  very  hard  ujpon 
you,  and  in  J^uffia  they  are  not  to  be  enduretf^ 
fcarcely  even  by  thofe  who 

«<  Hare  made  the  flinty  and  rough  rouch  of  war 
««  Their  thf ice-driven  bed  of  dawiu" 

Aid  me,  ye  powers,  who  pity  aching  bones,  tx> 
defcribe  them !  Befides  the  delightful  cullom 
of  frequently  cramrning  a  family,  with '  tlic 
agreeable  circumftanceof  now  and  then  intro- 
ducing a  ftranger  to  ke^p  you  company  in  the 
fame  room,  (this  is  really  frequent  in  Ger- 
manyiand.you  may  think  yourfelf  well  off  if  they 
do  not  put  a  beiijg  you  never  faw  before  into 
your  bed),  and  that  room  feldom  a  Ifirge  one ; 
it  is  no  abufe  of  ia  traveller's  privil^g^s  to 
aflure  you,  that  three  of  their  beds  put  together 
do  not  more  than  make  up  what  in 'England 

woutd 
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would  be  confidered  as  a  decent  bed  for  a  man 
and  his  wife.'    Matter  of  fadt  will  fanAipn  me 
to  defirc  you  will  read  four  inftead  .c^f  Jtbree^  if 
you  penetrate  far*  into  the  AuftnaA  country. 
Nor  is  their  breadth  lefsfcanty  than  tbcii^  length. 
So  far  from  being  at  your  eafe,  ftretched  out  into 
your  natural  dimenfions  and  proportions,  that 
you  muft  contradl  yourfelf  into  orte  half  of 
ydur  natural  fize,  and  fometimes  to  curl  your- 
felf up  like  the  curs  of  the  country.     In  the 
Palatinate,  I  was  once  abfolutely  thnift  into  fuch 
a  crib  that  a  well  grown  cat  would  have  been  only 
handfomely  accommodated  :  and  for  me,  I  was 
compelled  to  fold  myfelf  up  like  an  eel ;  or  if 
I  were  even  to  lie  lengthways,  from  fide  to  fide, 
the  matter  would  not  have  been  much  better, 
as  even  in  that  cafe  I  muft  have  tucked  myfelf 
into  a  double,  as  if  tied  neck  and   heels  for 
execution :    you  flounce   againft  the  foot  or 
fideboards  at  every  turn  ;  and  if,  to  be  relieved 
from    committing   this    outrage    and    aflault 
on  yourfelf,  you  take  away  either  of  thefe  bar- 
barous pieces   of  wood,  which  Aide  up  and 
down,  you  incontinently  fall  out  of  bed  :  And 
that  all  the  paraphernalia  of  the  bed  may  fee 
uniformly  uncomfortable,   the  quilts,  blankets, 
and  flieets,  are  neither  broad  or  long  enough  to 
keep  you  decently  covered  through  the  night, 
cxciept  you  bundle  and  pack  yourfelf  up  in  the 

aforefaid 


mfbrefaid  mtrvner,  and  ^rc  bfefidcs  a  tirjr  found 
anctqaiet  flecpcr  indeed ;  the  leaft  reftkftncfs^ 
thou<^h  but  in  a  dr^ani,  'v^ ould  deftroy  the  whole 
oeconomy  of  your  bed,  andoix  waking  you 
would  find.yourfelf  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  though 
in  fleepyou  had  fuppof^d.yourfelf  arrayed  in  a 
birthday  fuit,^ 


i  >. 


You  have  it,  neverth^kfs^,  in  mind,  that  I 
fpeak  generally   of  .Table -D'Hotes,  TavernV 
and  what^  in  thefe  countrleis  af e,  with  too  nxuch 
compliment,   called    gpod    private  7 kidgings. 
Jn  private  houfes  you  occafionally  find  inthefic 

countries,  as  in  others,  good  rooms,  good 
fare,  good,  beds,  and  good  company.  But 
thofe  are,  not  properly  fo  much  the  objctftsi 
of  information  to  a  traveller,  who  requires 
pafling  accommodations^  at  the  public-inns, 
and  private  lodgings.  Thefei  merit  the  cha- 
radler  I  h^ve  given  them.  Indeed,  in  all  which 
arejuflly  called  the  com/or/s  of  life,  Holland, 
Gujelderland,  Pruflia,  Germany,  and  other 
countries,  are  fv);many  hundred  years  behind 
us,  that  we  have  juft  caufe  to  be  at  once  proud 
and  grateful :  proud  of  our  happy  ifland,  and 
grateful  for  th.e  .benign  government,  under 
whjch  it  flouriihes..  But  more  of  thi$  in  its 
place.        ,  , 


..#    *^«--  ».<»k.»    ,  »•»«*». 
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I  ftooM  Mteruin  ^^on  'veiy  iMMlr  aWvt  die 
fiaAi  to  be  feen  in  the  Umted  ^am  of  Hol^ 
lanJy  »  /i&tf /  ^ttfti;  they  are  lovers  -of  RcpiSidicSy 
and  to  be  feen  onty  m  countfies  inhere  fretJum 
18  eojoycd,  and,  ^  ^^tv,  thejr  are  even  Acfc, 
only  birds  of  paffi^e  i  vifitors^  not  msh^ : 
and,  as  bow^  they  hold  confultatiens  wkh  one 
another  throughout  all  the  Republic^  having 
as  many  deputies  as  the  refpec^rre  ProWnees ; 
and,  as  Jbow^  it  is  fettled  at  a  folemii  Syhod, 
thatthcfe  winged  high  mightinefles,  (ibr  when 
creA  thkf  will  roeafure  to  the  ftotiire  almoft 
«if  a  man),  are  to  quit  Holland,  <m  a  certain 
day  and  hour,  of  a  certain  month,  when  the 
ilarks  of  each  Brovince,  aflift  at  the  general 
a£[enibly,  held  on  fome  palace  bam,  or  church 
(fteeple,  previous  to  their  departure ;  imdbow, 
jthe  invalids,  and  fuperannuated  parts  erf  the 
4iocks  of  thefe  liberty-birds,  being  unable  to 

travel,  andagainft  the  1aw«  of  the  long-legged 
.convention  that  tbey  Ihoifld  be  left  behind, 
are  very  heroically,  but  unmercifully,  put  to 
:death,  by  their  fellow-creatures,  and  by  them 
Jeft  unnaturally  (fo  cruel  a  thing  is  a  too  great 
Jove  of  freedom,)  to  moulder  in  a  foreign  Jand, 
.tvhile  their  murderers  fet  off,  and  go  the  Lord 
*knows  whither ;  and,  as  bow,  m  the-laft  place, 
thefe  fagacious  tribes,  make  their  flight  bade, 
j^  after  a  few  months  abfence,  and  eftablifh  the 

hour 


how  And  moment  of  ffeeir  ret-urn^  loy  the  fiimc 
decr^e^f  and  fbmwrfitics^ .  juft  as  if  their  town  >; 
Isoufo  wekr  inDtve  Republic^  zfid  their  countrjr  M 
wicst  in  apDCheK  (MM  thfefe  thiaes.  I  faflr.  and 
a.  gr^  Lm&n^:  rooi^^:  ivl^ch  many! .  redoubted 
travellers  have  infifled  on»  I  ifaouki  certkinfy 
give  you  my  confirmation,     but   for. one  of 
the  fimpleft  reafons  :  fuch  as  how,  there  is  as 
inu<h  tifuch  as  will  lie  m  a  nut(h«ll^  ^d  more 
JSilfehoodft  than  could  be  crouded^ioto  it  bulhd, 
.tCfpeaiiig;th€fi?  fea^h^eji  gcntJiy  c  TiM  fe6t  is, 
i(mie;g9  out  Qf.  Jtlf^lkndf  aodribme.  itay  in 
it  all  thcklive^^;  .  A^a  proof  of  the.  lat^i^t  part 
of  «y  pcrfitionj,  J  rcf^r  you  to  tl^e  c;o!nfeflion  .of 
half  a  dozjsn  of  tbefe  learned  peribogges^  who^ 
(if  thty  arQ  as  hf[^e();  as  good  Repubii(;am  (hould 
he)  wiQ  Cell  you  h^ve  n<sver  left  (he  Hague; 
nor^pwhap^,.  that  part  of  it  y'ckpt  the  fi(h-. 
I^acfa^  thefe  many  years :  ia  that-  ^t.  I  have 
fcea  them   fwallow    down    their,  long  ugly 
throats,  as  good  a  fmall  fry  as  would  have  fub-. 
.fifl^  a  family:    fof  thefe  ar^  .amongft    the 
fcveral    birds    protefled ;  by   fjjpei^ition     in 
.  Holland.    I  have.  lil;$)vife»  feeft  th«  faid  Re- 
public-loving birds  in  PruiGa^   and  in  other 
defpctic  dates,  and  even  in  fome»  where  they 
:  are  knocked  on  the  head  with  as  little  cer^ 
Vol.11.  Mm  mony 
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moxly  as  crows  and  fpaitows«  I  had^  motc^ 
over,  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  a  whole 
family  of  them,  in  one  of  the  little  German 
territories,  governed  by  a  petty  Prince,  who  was 
as  inveterate  a  tyrant^  both: to:  man»  fiih^  and 
fowl,  as  was  ever 

'"- Drcffed  in  a  petty,  brief  aathority." 

.    Another  clafs   of  the  privileged  bitds   of 
Holland  are- the  quails.    Thefe,  more  efpccially » 
in  Guclderlaiid,  are  preferved  with  evtti  a  reli- 
gious care :  there  is  one  or  more,  in  almofk  every 
family,  but  by  no  means  in  Republican  (itua* 
tions<r    They  are  caged,  and  hung  at  the£des 
of  the  houfes,  where  they  twcedle  their  plain--  . 
-tlve  notes,  not  as  Thomplbh  cialls  them  fo  their 
^  ruming  imtts,'^    but  to  their  flavifh  fellow 
prifoncrs,  ranher  as  if  thiefy  mourned  the  lofs  of 
their  freedom,  than  as  if  they  fung  the  lb  Pagans 
iif  Liberty. 

A  yet  more  favoured  tribe  are  the  fwaris,.  to 
kill  or  eveh  maim  which,  is  not  only  an  offence 
efa^  private  kind,  but' of  public  cognizance.  A 
Avail  feaft^,  fuch  as  is  partaken  now  and  then 
in  Eng'lahd,  would  by  the  magiftrates  be 
deemed  treafon,  and  by  the  mob  facrilege; 
and  here  it  is  that  this  proud  bird  mighty 

indeed^ 
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indeed^  ling  while  dying,  according  to  poetical 
fidion,  to  think  that  he  hadpaft  fo,cbmfortabIe 
a  life. ;   •      ■       -        ■  '  -     .      •:  .-^i:- 

.  But.Gf  all.  the  race  that  wing  the  .air,  a 
Nimeguen  raven  is  the  moft  diftinguiflied.  ■  In 
that  town,  this  croaking  creature  is  of  mighty 
importance  to  the  inhabitants,  who  hold  their 
very  charter  on-a  lingular  euftonri  concerning 
it.  It  is  neceflary^  for  one  or  more  of 
thefe  ravenous  birds  to  be  maintained  at  pub- 
lick  expencc  in  great  luxury.  They  are 
placed  in  a  lai^e  wooden  cage,  which  is 
but  the  outlet  or  balcony  of  a  more  fpa- 
cious  inner  apaittticnt,  fitiiated  oil  the  quay, 
which  faces  that  part  of  the  Maife  that  looks 
to  Arnheim.  You  neVer  pafs  without  feeing 
fome  very  nice  fowls  hung  up  for  their  repaft^^ 
and  picked  for  them  as  clean  as  if  it  hatd  beeii 
for  the  table 'of  the*  Burgomafter.  I  niuft  own, 
I  have,  often  wifhed  forrie  of  this  good  fare 
would  have  fallen  down  at  the  feet  of  rriany  a 

poor,  pulletlefs,  wretch,  whom  I  have  fcen  call 

*  ■  ■  ■■^  . 

up  a  longing  look  at  the  cage ;— but  all  this 
luxury  is  to  be  eaten,  in  an  eternal  prifpn, 
in  the  mi(ifl:  of  a  Republic  that  is  boafting  of 
its  freedom.  Did  the  charter-ravens  know^ 
however,  what  blood  and  milery  the  ftri|ggl6s 
for  this  freedom  havecoli  the  people  of  Holland]! 

M  m  2  and 


/ 


itnd  what  mifeiy  and  falocd  majr  yet  flow  to 
maintain  it,  thfy  woaki  have  more  ccca**. 
iion  to  congratulate  themfelves,  perhaps^  oa 
being  prifoncrs  for  life,  than  to  croak,  like 
many  of  thq  Citizens  of  the  Hqnibtic^  after 
more  liberty.    AJdieu.    - 


[         iummtfrnmif^mfi    i 


L  ETT  ER'    LVI. 


TO   THI   SAKC 

.  •  • 

^/y  ITU  regard  tq  the  geaetal  ihiftory 
*f  this  coumry,^  for  many  revolving  age?,  it 
rcfemblcs  the  general.  hi)Otoffy,alas»  of  alnaoll 
tvcTY  ^^^^Jf  nauon  vx  ,tbe  bahitaWe  glabe.f  a 
fuKric  pi&wrti  of  battles  loft  and  gained,  cities 
lacked  or  bcfieg^ecf,  villages  hwricd,  burned,  or 
^eiblatcd^  the  fury .  of  nwi  contending  with 
man,  and  the  dif9,(ters  of  hununi  nature,  a^ra- 
vated  by  the .  ;afnbixion  ajad  weaknels  of  humaq 
creatures. 


i  From  the  very- foju^adatioa  of  the  Republic, 
to  the  year  171  ^t  ,thc  ftory  of  Hollaiid,  and  its 
beautiful  dependiMucicfi>  is  nothing  but  a  tiflue 
o£  <fiiSsulties  and  difputes,  foreign  or  domeftic, 

Tjic 


The  mhftbrtants  had '  fcarccly  tlrihfe  to  breathe 
from  one  battle,  and  bind  np  its  wouads,  tit 
huty  ks  deadi  ere  another  calltd  them  tb  the 
field.  A  war  of  years  againft  Spain,  for  Iccur- , 
ing  the  independence  of  the  States,  wat 
fufpetided  by  a  twelve  years  truce,  it  is  true^ 
but  it  was  partial,  and  did  not  extend  to  their 
Indian  polfeflions.  Th^  peace  obtained  iti 
1648,  lafted  only  four  years,  after  terrible 
bloodihed.  The  fifft  war  with  Great  Britain^ 
continued  to  1654.  And  juft  as  they  began.to 
relilh  the  fweets  of  peace,  they  had  to  cope  with 
three  great  powers  at. the  fame  time,  viz. 
Denmark,  Portugal,  and  Sweden.  Their 
hoftllities  iii  the  North  contiAiied  to  1660,  and 
in  the  South  to  i66x.  Tlien  began  tbcir  fecond 
coriteft  with  Great  Britain,  and  did  not  end 
till  their  pacification  treaty  at  Breda,  in  1667, 
and  the  very  next  inft^nt,  they  were  invaded  by 
Louis  the  XlVth,  of  France.  A  deceitful  fort 
of  calm  then  took  place  for  three  years,  when 
they  were  attacked  unpreparedly,  (indeed  they 
appear  never  to  have  been  prepared)  by  fea  and 
land,  by  the  formidable  and  united  forces  of 
France  and  England.  It  was  not  till  after  a 
carnage  of  fix  years  more,  that  the  peace  of 
Nimcguen,  was  Concluded  in  1678.  Even  that 
was  not  enjoyed  without  alloy;    for  Louis^ 

^  airiongfl: 
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amongfl:  other  exadions^  infifted  on  their  fur^ 
wfhing  troops :  againfl  Spain.  This  was  the 
epoch,  vhen  the  liberty,  endangered  by  James 
the  Second,  invited  the  Prince .  of  Orange,  as 
an, auxiliary  for  freedom.  ,  Thi», memorable 
expedition  was  undertaken  in  i688,;aqd  what-* 
ever  were  its  efFedls  to  Great  Britaip,  involved 
the  Dutch  in  a  war,  that  lafted  within  a  year  of 
that  of  the  fiege  of  Troy.  The  peace  of 
Ryfwick,  was  fcarce  concluded,  when  the 
c^ifputes  about  the  Spanifti  fucceffion  opened 

another  fcene  of  combat.     This  war  even  fur- 

..      /  ..." 

palled  in  duration  th^t  of  the  Trojans,  lading 
eleven  years.  The  peace  of  Utrecht,  indeed, 
gave  the  government  time  to  lay  down,  or  rather 
reft  on  its  arms.  But  as  if  this  little  Republic 
was  fated  to  have  no  undifturbed  repofe,  fre- 
quent  and  bloody  ruptures  broke  out  betwixt 
the  Dutch  and  the  African  Corfairs,  which 
made  it  neceflary  for  the  former  to  keep  a 
ftrong  armament  in  the  Mediterrancjan. 

Thus,  my  friend,  you  fee  that  in  a  courfe  of 
147  years,  which  rievolved  from  their  .firft 
taking  up  arms  in  1566,  to  the  peace  of 
Utrecht,  in  17 13,  the  inhabitants  of  this — - 
what  (hall  I  call  it  ?  little  floating  ifl^nd — this 
molehill  of  land  in  a  world  of  waters,  did  not 
enjoy,  iii  pacific  intervals,  more  .than  thirty 

years. 
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years  And  when  all  thefe  public  hollilities 
were  at  an  end,  and  in  refpefb  of  foreign 
tumults,  the  Republic  was  bleffed  with  a  more 
folid  tranquillity,  than  it  had  ever  known  fincc 
its  political  exigence,  their  difputes,  quarrels, 
and  Revolutions  amongft  them/elves,  again 
involved  them  in  a  fucceflion  of  troubles, 
triumphs,  fuccefles,-  and;mifcarriages,  which 
filled  up  the  reft  of  their  time,  and  which,  con- 
tinue, in  a  great  degree,  to  this  very  day. 

Adieu; 
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ERRATA^    Vol.  in 


P^,l7»  line  6  penult,  for,  ^  M«i-i&,  teiA^mMch  formalltf. 
Faige  33,  line  1 1,  for,  charge,  read — change  of  a  guinea* 
Page  ho,  line  4,  dele— /Aa/. 
Page  137,  liae  5,  for,  of  oar  ftage,  read— ^iSr  ftage. 
Page  201,  lifte5  pcBak,  dele— ^/«awv. 
Page  210,  fine  12,  for,  does  away,  read— ^  away. 
Page  226,  laft  line,  for,  to  takingt  read — to  take. 
Page  232,  line  4  penult,  for,  to  go  dull,  read — to  go/&dulf* 
Page  292,  line  i,  for,  a  man,  read — aferfiu. 
Page  423,  line  10,  for,  Prejidenti,  itaA^^Refidenis^ 
Page  426,  line  7,  for,  the  hurried,  read— /iSnv  hurried. 
Page  442,  line  4,  iox,Jfyledre/s,iC2A'^fykof  dre/s. 
P^ge  469,  line  16,  for,  iukiae,  read — in  kind.^ 
page  484,  line  17,  for,  difcoveries  to  mj/elf,  read — difcoveries* 
Pa^^e^ii,  line  2,  for,  the  right  ivithot/t,  read— .the  right  ^r 
iS^witheat. 
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